,

i

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

D-10 8

•
.

•

•~
•
•

Historic Furnishings Report

LITTLE KINNAKEET
LIFE-SAVING STATION (1874-1915)/
COAST GUARD STATION (1915-1954)
lfAPE HATIERAS NATIONAL SEASHORE
North Carolina
PLEASE RETURN TO:

B&WScans
~-/to/,;.oo5

ON MICROFILM

TECHNICAL !NFORMATIO~J
DENVER s:;;·::,:::: c:::n:;-i

r:,;TIO:~AL r-;.:::\ ~:;:v:cc:

c::r:-=:-1

-·---

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
"••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•••

•

,,

•
•

···--·---

HISTORIC FURNISHINGS REPORT

Ll'ITLE KINNAKEET
LIFE-SAVING SfATION Q874-l915)/
COAST GUARD SfATION Q915-l954)

Cape Hatteras National Seashore
North Carolina

by
David H. Wallace

Harpers Ferry Center
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

1991
APPROVED BY MEMORANDU~!
FROM REGION

fE:-

DA E:

199lf

a

••

•19
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
"••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

,,

•

Contents
LIST OF ~US'l'R.A'l'IONS ........................................................................ vii
ACICN'O~DGMENTS ............................................................................... ix

ADMINISI'RA1'IVE D.MA ............................................................................ 1

Prior Planning Documents ......................................................................... 1
~ORICAL

D.ATA. ...................................................................................... 3

ANALYSIS OF HISTORIC OCCUPANCY ................................................ 3
The Structures ...................................................................................... 3
1874 Station ................................................................................. 3
1892 Cookhouse ........................................................................... 4
1904 Station ................................................................................. 4
The Occupants ...................................................................................... 4
The Keeper ................................................................................... 5
The Station Crew ......................................................................... 7
Overnight Visitors ..................................................................... 10
EVIDENCE OF ROOM USE AND FURNISHINGS .............................. 13
1874 Station ........................................................................................ 13
First Floor .................................................................................. 13
Boat Room ......................................................................... 13
Messroom/Sitting Room .................................................... 15
1874-1892 ................................................................... 16
1892-1904 ................................................................... 17
1904-1931 ................................................................... 18
Pantry Lean-To .................................................................. 18
Passage ....................................................................... 19
Dry Room .................................................................... 19
Pantry ......................................................................... 19

...

Ill

Second Floor ............................................................................... 20
Passage Room .................................................................... 20
Sleeping Room .................................................................... 21
Keeper's Room ................................................................... 23
Garret l.ioft ................................................................................. 26
1892 Cookhouse .................................................................................. 26
1904 Station ........................................................................................ 34
Porch ........................................................................................... 34
First Floor .................................................................................. 35
Storm Clothes Room ......................................................... 35
Cook Room/Office .............................................................. 37
Closet ................................................................................. 40
Sitting Room ...................................................................... 41
Hall and Stairs .................................................................. 44
Keeper's Room ................................................................... 45
Sleeping Room ................................................................... 47
Second Floor ............................................................................... 49
l.ioft .....................................................................................50

Spare Room ....................................................................... 50
Lookout ....................................................................................... 52
Utility Wing and Pump Room ................................................... 54
F"URNISHIN'G PIAN ................................................................................... 55
IN'TERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES .............................................................. 56
OPERATING PLAN .................................................................................. 57
VISITOR CIRCULATION FLOOR PLAN ............................................... 59
RECOMMENDED FURNISHINGS ........................................................ 61
1904 Station ........................................................................................ 61
Sleeping Room .................................................................................... 61
Keeper's Room .................................................................................... 71
1892 Cookhouse ................................................................................... 81

IV

•
•
•
91
•
•
•••

•1
.,

I

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

-

'••

••

•
••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
"••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

-

•

BIBLIOGRAPHY.......................................................................................... 93
IILUSI'RA.TIONS ........................................................................................ 97
APPENDIXES ............................................................................................. 119
APPENDIX A: Little Kinnakeet's Boats ............................................... 120
APPENDIX B: Finishes used at Little Kinnakeet ............................... 124
APPENDIX C: Supplemental Requisition for Supplies, 1904 ............. 130
APPENDIX D: Annual Supply Specifications, 1904 ............................ 133
APPENDIX E: Amended Regulations relative to Uniforms.(1895) .... 139

v

I

•
•

I.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
••
•

-

-

•

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

Cover

Little Kinnakeet Coast Guard Station from the air,
1944

Figure 1

Plan of 1874 life-saving station, 6th District, with
1885 pantcy addition ................................................................. 99

Figure 2

Little Kinnakeet, c. 1893, with surfboat and crew ................ 101

Figure 3

Plan for kitchen and storm clothes room, c. 1903 ................. 103

Figure 4

Boathouse interior, c. 1899, with typical chairs .................... 105

Figure 5

Iron bed, 1902, Sleeping Bear Point Station,
Michigan .................................................................................. 107

Figure 6

"Surfmen's sleeping quarters," c.1899 ................................... 109

Figure 7

Another "sleeping room," Cape Cod, c.1902 ........................... 111

Figure 8

Surfmen's lockers, Little Kinnakeet, c.1942-1945 ................. 113

Figure 9

Double-decker iron beds, Little Kinnakeet, c.19421945 ........................................................................................... 113

Figure 10 Sketches for stairs from spare room to lookout,
c. 1903 ....................................................................................... 115
Figure 11

Messroom scene, c.1899 ........................................................... 117

vii

-

•
•

•

•••

•
••
•
•
•
••
1•

I•

11f

,.I.

•
1•

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
I am indebted first of all to the staff at Cape Hatteras National Seashore for
their assistance in gathering and interpreting the evidence, structural and
documentary, relating to Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station. I am especially
grateful to Bebe Woody for help in making accessible to me the extensive files
of copied photographs and documents and to Warren Wrenn for helping me
examine the surviving structures and interview Mr. Ellis Gray.
Talking with Ellis Gray, then 85 years old, was a rare privilege, for his memories
of Little Kinnakeet went back to his boyhood, when his father was No. 1
surfman. He was particularly helpful in establishing the original use of some
of the rooms. I am also indebted to Mr. Bill Barger, of Avon, who told us about
life at Little Kinnakeet in the 1940s and made available for reproduction the
two snapshots of the surfmen's sleeping room taken at that time .
Previous research on this and other life-saving stations by National Park
Service colleagues has greatly facilitated the preparation of this report. Ed
Bearss' "Chicamacomico Study" (1965), Katherine Menz's furnishings report for
Sleeping Bear Point Station in Michigan (1983), Jerry Greene's and Tony
Donald's reports on the structures at Little Kinnakeet (1987) have been extremely helpful. Jerry Greene also turned over to me his notes on Little
Kinnakeet and the Life-Saving Service and Harry Sloat passed on to me the
tapes of his 1987 interviews with Ellis Gray and Manson Meekins, used in
preparation of his "Historic Grounds Study" (1988) for Little Kinnakeet.
For help with the logistics of producing this report I want to thank John
Brucksch, Cheryl Hill, and Kam Sloan, of the Division of Historic Furnishings,
Harpers Ferry Center.

I•

1•I•
•
•
•
•
•

-

1·

lX

------:

•
•

•

•••

••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
,,•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
-•
•

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Authorized by Congress in 1937, Cape Hatteras National Seashore occupies
most of an 80-mile stretch of North Carolina's Outer Banks, including Bodie,
Pea, Hatteras and Ocracoke Islands. Although primarily a recreational area,
with visitation in the neighborhood of 2 million people a year, many of the
Seashore's visitors also enjoy its historical attractions. Among these, one of the
potentially most interesting is the Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station on
Hatteras Island, a few miles north of the village of Avon.
Although it has been a part of the National Seashore since 1954, when it was
decommssioned by the United States Coast Guard, Little Kinnakeet Station has
not been available for public visitation. Current plans call for restoration of the
three surviving buildings--the 1874 station building, the 1892 cookhouse, and
the 1904 station building--to their appreance about 1910-1915. Site interpretation will focus on the work of the Life-Saving Service before it became a part
of the Coast Guard.
To allow for the necessary coordination of activites such as structural and
systems rehabilitation work, neither the acquisition of furnishings nor the
implementation of the plan should proceed without the concurrence of both the
Regional Director and the Superintendent. This will allow for the necessary
preliminary work such as obtaining 106 clearances, identifying staffing needs,
identifying environmental controls and security measures, and the coordination
of activities, such as structural and systems rehabilitation work .

PRIOR PLANNING DOCUMENTS
"General Management Plan, Development Concept Plan, Amended Environmental Assessment, Cape Hatteras National Seashore." Denver Service
Center, National Park Service. 1984.
"Interpretive Prospectus, Cape Hatteras National Seashore." Harpers Ferry
Center, National Park Service, 1988 .
"Draft Historic Structure Report, Architectural Data Section, Little Kinnakeet
Life-Saving and Coast Guard Station, Cape Hatteras National Seashore,
North Carolina," by Anthony S. Donald. Denver Service Center, National
Park Service. October 1987 .
"Historic Structure Report, Historical Data Component, Little Kinnakeet LifeSaving and Coast Guard Station, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, North
Carolina," by Jerome A. Greene. Denver Service Center, National Park
Service. September 1987.
ID LCS:07250, Management Category A, must be preserved.
1
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IDSTORICAL DATA

ANALYSIS OF HISTORIC OCCUPANCY

The Structures
Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station (later Coast Guard Station No. 181) is on
Hatteras Island, about four miles north of the village of Avon (formerly Kinnakeet). It became a unit within the Cape Hatteras National Seashore shortly
after the Coast Guard decommissioned the eighty-year old station in 1954. 1
On the 17 .5-acre tract three of the station buildings survive: the original 1874
station building, the 1892 cookhouse, and the "new station," erected in 1904.
All three buildings have undergone substantial alteration over the years,
reflecting changing needs and functions, particularly in the 1930s-1950s .
Current plans call for restoration of these structures to their appearance about
1910-1915, shortly before the Coast Guard absorbed the old Life-Saving Service.
Non-extant outbuildings will not be reconstructed. 2

1874 Station
Constructed in 1873n4, the original station was located about one-quarter mile
to the northeast of its present site. It housed a boat room and messroom/kitchen
on the first floor; the keeper's room, a store room, and the crew's sleeping room
on the second floor. A railed platform on the roof served as the lookout. In 1885
a lean-to addition on the east side provided space for a pantry and a room for
drying wet storm clothes. In 1904, when the new station was built, the old
station was moved to the new site for use as a storage building. Part of the first
floor became a stable in 1921. The building took its final form in 1935, when a
lean-to addition along the east side provided extra storage space for heavy
equipment; at the same time the wooden floor and incline were replaced with
concrete. 3

1

U.S. Department of the Interior. National Park Service. "Historic Structure Report, Historical Data Component. Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving and Coast Guard Station, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, North
Carolina: by Jerome A. Greene (Denver: National Parlt Service, Sept. 1987), cited hereafter as Greene, HSR.

2

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, "General Management Plan, Development Concept
Plan, Amended Environment Asaeument, Cape Hatteras National Seashore• (Denver Service Center,
National Parlt Service, 1984).

3

For details concerning the physical history of the structure, see Greene, HSR, pp. S.33; and U.S. Department
of the Interior, National Park Service, "Draft Historic Structure Report, Architectural Data Section, Little
Kinnakeet Life-Saving and Coast Guard Station, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, North Carolina,• by

3

1892 Cookhouse
The building of a separate "cookhouse" in 1892 made life more bearable in the
station building, freeing the old messroom for use as the surfmen's sitting room.
The 18-by-12 foot structure housed both the kitchen and a dining area. Moved
to the new site in 1904, it underwent no substantive change until 1945, when a
12-foot addition at the south end allowed for enlargement and modernization of
the kitchen and provided space for a new messroom. 4

1904 Station
The new station building in the "Bungalow Style" or "Southern Pattern," with
two floors and a lookout tower, was built in 1904 and underwent no significant
change until indoor toilets were installed in 1935. A major addition to the
building in 1945 provided space for a lighting and heating plant, which made
possible such welcome amenities as electric lights and showers. The National
Park Service made additional changes after 1954, to adapt the building for use
as employee quarters. 5
The functions of the various rooms in the three buildings will be addressed in
detail in the historical evidence section of this report.

The Occupants
The United States Congress voted in 1871 to establish the Life-Saving Service,
within the Treasury Department, and President Ulysses S. Grant appointed
Sumner I. Kimball to be its first general superintendent. To provide better
coverage of the treacherous Carolina coast, Kimball decided in 1873 to establish
ten new stations between Cape Henry and Cape Hatteras. Among them, near
the southern end of Hatteras Island, was Little Kinnakeet Station, which went
into operation in December 1874. 6
The principal function of a life-saving station was to save the lives of seamen
and passengers aboard ships driven upon off-shore shoals because of bad
weather or faulty navigation. Station crews maintained a day-time watch from
the station lookout; and at night (and on foggy or stormy days) they patrolled
the beach in both directions on a regular schedule, coordinated with patrols from
the next stations north and south, usually about six to eight miles away. Little

Anthony S. Donald (Denver: National Pm Service, October 1987), pp. 9-52, cited hereafter as Donald, HSR.
4

Greene, HSR, pp. 55-60;Donald, HSR, pp. 106-117.

5

Greene, HSR, pp. 34-52; Donald, HSR, pp. 53-105.

6

Edwin C. Beans, •Chicamacomim Study (RSP CAHA-H-1): unpublished report (Washington, D.C.: National
Park Service, 1965), Part III, pp. 1-2.
.
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Kinnakeet's neighbor stations were Gull Shoals to the north and Big Kinnakeet
to the south. Lookouts and patrols kept an eye out for ships in distress or for
signs of a wreck washed up on the shore and reported these back to the station
as quickly as possible for appropriate action. Occasionally they would warn off
ships that were headed unwittingly for disaster by coming too close in for safety.
Rescuing passengers and crew from wrecked or stranded vessels was the most
dramatic and dangerous part of the surfmen's duties. At Little Kinnakeet sea
rescues were rare, but many a small boat went aground on the sand bars in
Pamlico Sound to the west of Hatteras Island and had to call on the Life-Saving
Service for help. After 1920 the most common rescue along this part of the Outer
Banks appears to have been pulling automobiles and trucks out of the sand along
the beach, before roads were put in. 7
The "active season," when the station was fully manned, ran the first year from
December through March. From 1875 through 1894 it extended from September
1 to May 1, and from 1895 to 1917 the surfmen were on duty from August 1 to
June 1. During the active season, the keeper and surfmen lived at the station.
During the inactive season the keeper visited the station daily but was not
required to spend the night there under normal circumstances. With the
country's entry into World War I in 1917, station crews, now under the Coast
Guard, went on year-round duty, and this continued until the station was
decommissioned in the 1950s.8

The Keeper
The keeper, as he was known throughout the Life-Saving Service years, was the
officer in charge of the life-saving station. Normally he was a local man with
long experience in fishing off the Outer Banks, an acknowledged leader among
his peers .
The indispensable qualifications for appointment are that he shall
be of good character and habits, not less than 21 nor more than 45
years of age; have sufficient education to be able to transact the
station business; be able-bodied, physically sound, and a master of
boat craft and surfing.... The keepers are required to reside constantly at their stations; are intrusted with the care and custody of
the station property, for which they are accountable; and govern the
station premises. They are captains of their crews; exercise absolute
control over them (subject only to the restriction of the regulations

7

The duties of the keeper and his crew at this and other stations are well summarized in Greene, HSR, pp. 5-7,
and specific rescue operations in appendixes F, G, and H, ibid., pp. 113-142. The earliest reference in the
station log to helping pull a car out of the sand waa on March 21, 1922.

8

The dates of opening and closing the station and the numben of the crew on duty are recorded in the Little
Kinnakeet Station journals, National Archives, Philadelphia Regional Archives Center.

5

of the service and the orders of superior officers); lead them and
share their perils on all occasions of rescue, taking always the
steering oar when the boats are used, and directing all operations
with the apparatus .... 9

The first keeper of Little Kinnakeet station received $200 a year. By 1912 the
keeper's salary at most stations, including Little Kinnakeet, was $700 a year,
out of which he had to supply his own uniform and subsistence, besides
maintaining a separate home nearby for his family.
The following men served as keeper at Little Kinnakeet during the 40 years it
operated under the U.S. Life-Saving Service:
L. Banister Midgett
John A. Midgett
Edward 0. Hooper
Edward S. Midgett
Baxter B. Miller

December 1874-0ctober 1878
October 1878-November 1883
November 1883-March 1910
March 1910-0ctober 1914
October 1914-January 1919

In 1920 the Coast Guard changed the title of the next keeper, J.B. Austen
(1919-1922), to boatswain. His successors-Oliver J. Gray (1922-1925), George
H. Meekins (1925-1932), and Clarence P. Brady (1932-1938)-bore the title
officer in charge.
E.O. Hooper's long tenure as keeper of Little Kinnakeet station included 21
years in the old station and 6 in the new building. Born in 1839, Hooper came
to Little Kinnakeet at the age of 44, having already served five years as a
surfman and eight as keeper at another station on the Outer Banks. A conscientious and evidently competent manager, he served until, at the age of 70,
failing eyesight and other physical disabilities forced the general superintendent to ask for his resignation. According to tradition, this occurred after a
visiting inspector asked the aging keeper if he could see a non-existent crow on
a distant telegraph wire and the keeper responded that he could see not only
that crow but a couple of others beyond it. Hooper turned over his post to Edward
S. Midgett on March 9, 1910. 10

9

Sumner I. Kimball, Organization and Methoda of the Unihd Statu Life-Saving Service (Washington: GPO,
1912), pp. 13-14.

10

Little Kinnakeet Station journals and reports of inspections for the 6th (later 7th) District, U.S. Life-Saving
Service, National Archives, Record Group 26. The anecdote about Hooper and the crows was told by Ellis
Gray of Avon, North Carolina, whose father, Oliver J. Gray, waa no. 1 surfman at the time of Hooper's
resignation (interview with Ellis Gray, March 16, 1988).
·
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The Station Crew
Initially, the station crew consisted of a keeper and six surfmen, this number
dictated by the number of oars on the surf boat. From about 1884 on there was
a seventh surfinan, known as the "winter man" because he served only from
December through March. His functions were to provide on-shore assistance in
launching and beaching the surf boat during rescue operations and "to see that
the station is properly prepared for the comfortable reception of his comrades
and the rescued people ... ; also to aid in doing the extra work that severe weather
necessitates." 11 About 1919 the station complement was increased to eight men
besides the keeper-a boatswain's mate and seven surfmen.
Members of the crew were, like the keeper, drawn from the ranks of experienced
fishermen in the immediate neighborhood. In May 1904, shortly before the new
station was built, the 6-man crew ranged in age from 28 to 34 years; Keeper
Hooper, by way of contrast, was then 65 years old. Their pay (in 1912) was $50
a month during the active season, when they were required to live at the station,
and $3 for each occasion of service at other times. They had to supply their own
uniforms and food while on station duty .
Any time a surfman took time off for sickness or other reasons he had to arrange
for a substitute to take his place on watch and patrol duty. These substitutes
were often relatives, even minors such as young Ellis Gray, No. 1 Surfman Oliver
Gray's son, who sometimes helped out for as much as a month at a time before
he left home in 1919 at the age of 17. 12
Except for the men on watch or patrol, the surfmen spent most of their working
hours practicing the various drills connected with the life-saving function and
carrying out maintenance chores on the buildings and grounds. Regulations
decreed a regular routine for weekdays:
For Monday [wrote the general superintendent], it is drill and
practice with the beach apparatus and overhauling and examining
the boats and all apparatus and gear; for Tuesday, practice with the
boats; for Wednesday, practice with the International Code of signals; for Thursday, practice with the beach apparatus; for Friday,
practice in the method adopted for restoring the apparently
drowned; and for Saturday, cleaning house. Whenever anything
prevents the regular performance of any of these, the fact must be
entered upon the station journal, with a full explanation, and the
omitted exercise performed at the first opportunity. 13

11

Kimball, op. cit., p. 15 •

12

Ellis Gray, interview, Sept.ember 16, 1987.

13

Kimball, op. cit., p. 18.

7

Building and grounds maintenance actually occupied a good bit more time than
the one day specified above. With several buildings to be kept up, as well as two
or three boats and the beach apparatus, the keeper of Little Kinnakeet Station
had little trouble finding housekeeping tasks to keep the crew busy. Among
those that appeared on the pages of the station journal between 1904 and 1915,
the following are representative (original spelling retained):
workin on the surf boat trying to make hir so we can drill with the
surf boat (August 9, 1904)
Crew engaged in cleaning the new surf boat (October 24, 1904)
The crew engaged in removing the screens and puting storm doors
on new station (October 28, 1904)
varnishen the station floors and new chairs (April 17, 1905)
scouring cook house walls ...floors and kitchen & station chairs (April
19, 1906)
washing blankets (May 9, 1906)
airing flags (May 17, 1906)
The crew engaged in assistance to make the coffin for burial of AW.
Gray by request of his son (March 11, 1907)
The crew engaged in puting zink over cook room door ... to turn the
wat.er to stop leek (October 1, 1907)
Crew engage in suning beding (January 16, 1908)
puting wire cloth in screen doors and windows (March 16, 1908)
painting cook house int.erior (April 20, 1908)
The crew...replacing glass in doors (March 5, 1910)
cleaningupironworkandbrassworkinboathouse(March29, 1910)
General cleaning up windows, washing off floors and cleaning up
yard (Saturday, April 30, 1910)
carting shells to put round the Boat Brow to the old station (November 24, 1911)
hard oiling wash room & lockers in sleeping room (May 14, 1912)

8
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building Boat Brow on the old station, and, putting up a new Boat
Brow to the Boat Hous (April 8 and 17, 1913)
fixing pump in storm room (May 19, 1913)
scouring seeling overhead in piazzars (October 2, 1913)
puting up new flag pole (December 22, 1913)
puting wind vane on flag tower (April 3, 1914)
overhauling beach apparatus cart (May 27, 1914)
working on water pipe to Cook House (September 19, 1914)

Aside from major building construction, plastering, and blacksmithing, few
maintenance chores seem to have been beyond the capability of the six- or
seven-man crew.
The tempo of housekeeping chores always picked up in May, when the crew had
to put the whole station in order for the inactive summer season. Between May
12 and May 26, 1910, for instance, the keeper recorded the following accomplishments: "cleaning up heaters stoves," "cleaning up chairs getting them redy for
oiling," "cleaning off our old surf boat and painting her, all so oiling owers [oars]
& chairs," "varnishing uper and lower steps of Lookout," "washing off white
paint in poarch and banersting [banistering]," "washing off the walls and
overhead in the Kitch and windowes," "washing and varnishing cook house
chairs." 14 Opening the station again in September sometimes involved similar
work, depending on how the station had weathered the summer's storms .
The life-saving and surf boat drills were necessarily outdoor activities, but
practice in resuscitation of the apparently drowned and in the use of signal flags
and semaphore could be carried on indoors, in the crew's sitting room, in
inclement weather.
At Little Kinnakeet, meals were cooked and eaten in a separate structure called
the cookhouse, located between the old and new stations. It is not clear who did
the cooking. At some stations the men took turns serving as cook; at others they
contributed money to hire a cook. According to Ellis Gray, the latter practice
prevailed at Little Kinnakeet, at least when he was growing up next door in the
early years of the century. The only cooks mentioned in the station logs during
the Life-Saving Service era were T.J. Gray in 1890 and J.C. Midgett in 1893-94.

14

Little Kinnakeet Station journal, May 1910, cited hereafter as Station journal.

9

A few years after the Coast Guard took over, J .A. Meekins served as cook, on
the station payroll, for three years (1918-1921) before securing a berth elsewhere
as a surfman; subsequent rosters show no cook, suggesting a reversion to the
earlier practice. 15

Overnight Visitors
One of the purposes in establishing life-saving stations along the nation's coasts
was to provide temporary shelter for persons rescued from shipwreck or caught
on shore in stormy weather. To prevent abuse of this service, the superintendent
of the 6th District sent Keeper Hooper at Little Kinnakeet these instructions in
1888:
Every one you take in for the night must be noted in the Journal as
the Stations are not kept for private use. They are kept for persons
in need of shelter, and they must not be kept only of sufficient time
to enable them to reach their homes. When in need anyone passing
up or down the beach may be taken in for a night or so but every one
living around is expected to have a home of their own and will not
be allowed quarters at the station. It may be that fishermen may
want to stay at the station to fish &c but it must not be allowed only
in case they are caught in a storm and in need of shelter. They are
expected to have shelter and bedding of their own when fishing
around the beach near the station. 16

Although not mentioned in the above instructions, conjugal visits by wives of
surfmen were not generally allowed. On at least two occasions in the 1880s,
however, the keeper did give this his official blessing. 17 That this practice was
not openly repeated thereafter suggests that it was officially frowned on, if not
absolutely forbidden, although the keeper was notified on May 9, 1888, that he
could keep his wife and "one or two children" at the station, as long as he
provided their bedding himself. There is no evidence that Keeper Hooper acted
on this. Instead, he and a few others built houses close by the station. The rest
could easily get home on their days off to spend time with their families. 18
15

Ellis Gray, interview with David H. Wallace and Wanen Wrenn, March 16, 1988 at Avon, North Carolina
(original tape at Harpers Ferry Center, Harpens Ferry, West Virginia); Stationjoumala, March 28, 1890;
September 14, 1918; August 12, 1921; Keeper Hooper to General Superintendent, Januaiy 17, 1894 (NA, RG
26, copy in Cape Hatteras National Seashore (CAHA) files).

16

Superintendent, 6th District, U.S. Life-Saving Service, to Keeper, Little Kinnakeet Station, May 9, 1888 (NA,
RG 26, copy in CAHA fi1es).

17

"David W. Barnett and F .L. Scarborough Wifes came to stay all night with them and i told them the cold Hyre
Men to go there Patroles," Keeper John A. Midgett recorded in the station journal, October 17, 1880. On
November 18, 1888, Keeper E.O. Hooper reported that RD. Scarborough's wife and two children had spent
the night at the station.

18

Superintendent, 6th District, to Keeper, Little Kinnakeet Station, May 9, 1888 (NA, RG 26, copy in CAHA
files). Private residences are partially visible in some early photographs and are identified on a plan of the.
area about 1925, sketched by Manson Meekins in 1987.
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While shipwrecks were an uncommon occurence off the shore near Little
Kinnakeet, there were occasions when rescued seamen spent several days as
guests of the station while waiting for transportation to their homes. On October
5, 1881, for instance, two schooners ran aground on the ocean beach and eight
crewmen had to be rescued, brought to the station, clothed and fed, and provided
with beds; five of them stayed for several nights. In 1892 the four-man crew of
the schooner Annie E. Pierce spent nine days at Little Kinnakeet Station "until
the state of the weather permitted their departure across the sound to the
mainland." In 1898 Little Kinnakeet provided lodging and meals for eight men
from the wrecked schooner S.G. Hart from August 10 to 15; a gear later, the
captain of the Alfred Brabook stayed at the station for 13 days. 1
There was also an occasional benighted traveler who enjoyed the station's
hospitality. "Mr. Guiton Pastor of our Circ[ui]t arrived at this station at 9:30
PM with his wife and one child and staid all night," reported Keeper Hooper on
July 18, 1888, addingthathe had furnished them with his own "bed and beden."
On April 22 of the following year the keeper recorded an overnight stay by "a
collord minnister." Forty years later, the occupants of a stranded car-a man
and two women-had to seek overnight refuge in the station; next mornin'the
station crew spent two hours digging and hauling the car out of the sand.
The keeper seems to have given up his own room to official visitors, such as the
assistant inspector or district superintendent of the Life-Saving Service, and to
lady guests like the county superintendent of schools, but the rescued seamen
slept in the second-story loft. 2

19

Greene, HSR, Appendix F, p. 116, and Appendix H, p. 139; voucher for expenses incurred in providing
subsistence for the crew of the schooner S.G. Hart, dated August 18, 1898 <NA-RG 26, mpy in CAHA files) .

20

Station journal, July 8, 1888; April 22, 1889; September 13, 1928.

21

Ellis Gray, interview, March 16, 1988.
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I.

EVIDENCE OF ROOM USE AND FURNISHINGS
1874 Station
First Floor
As originally constructed in 1873174, the old station at Little Kinnakeet con-

sisted of two rooms on the first floor and three on the second. The pantry lean-to,
added in 1884, contained two small rooms and a passage. A loft was subsequently created by installing a ceiling over the men's sleeping room on the
upper floor. No further changes were made until the early 1920s when part of
the first floor was converted into a stable. The lean-to addition of 1935 created
extra storage space along the east side of the former boat room. 1
Evidence for interior arrangements, room use, and furnishings before 1904
consists of a "Plan of Ten Life-Saving Stations in the Sixth District-Stations
of 1874," adapted in 1885 to show the proposed pantry lean-to; references in the
station journals; and such official documents as requisitions, inspection reports,
and board of survey reports. There are no interior photographs .
For the years after 1904, when the old station was a secondary structure,
evidence on how the building was used is limited to relatively few journal
references and an interview with Ellis Gray, who remembered it from about
1921. Again there are no interior photographs .

Boat Room (Room 101). The boat room, 29 feet long by 18 feet wide, occupied
most of the station's ground floor. At the north end, a pair of sliding doors Oater
converted to hinged doors) opened onto a wooden boat brow or incline. The floor,
walls, and ceiling were of plain wood, varnished until they were painted white
in 1895. 2
The boat room's function, as the name indicates, was to provide clean, weatherproof storage for one surfboat and wagon, the beach apparatus cart, life car,
breeches buoy, and other equipment essential to life-saving operations. Since
there was also a boat house on the bank of the beach most of the time (except
1899-1904 and after 1936), it is not entirely clear which of the station's boats
was kept in the boat house and which in the boat room of the station. Practice
elsewhere appears to have been to keep the best boat and life-saving apparatus
in the boat house close to the water's edge, for convenience in drilling and in

1

For details of construction and history of the 1874 station at Little Kinnakeet, aee Donald, HSR, and Greene,
HSR.

2

Figure 1: "Plan of Ten Life-Saving Stations in the Sixth District. Stations of 1874"; Station journal, April 1893
and May 24, 1895. It is not known when the sliding doors were replaced (Donald, HSR).

13

actual rescue operations, and to keep any extra boat and life-saving apparatus
in the station, which was advantageously situated for maintaining a lookout

but less so for moving heavy equipment across the sand in an emergency. 3

The only direct evidence on this point for Little Kinnakeet is a journal entry on
November 22, 1904, that the better of two older boats, an "old Self Bailing B.B.
[Beebe-McLellan] Boat,,, was left in the new boat house, while the "old open B.B.
Boat" was placed in the old station. A third boat, a brand new Beebe-McLellan
self-bailing surfboat with sail, received at Little Kinnakeetjust a month before,
presumably was also stored in the new boat house, which held two boats, while
the old boat room held only one. 4
Based on the evidence cited above and in Appendix A (Boats at Little Kinnakeet)
it appears that the only years we can be sure there was a boat in the boat room
of the old station were 1899-1906 and 1935-1938, the years when there was no
usable boat house on the bank of the beach. The boats stored in the boat room
under the Life-Saving Service were the Beebe-McLellan open surfboat (August
1899-January 1903 and November 1904-September 1906) and the first BeebeMcLellan self-bailing surfboat (January 1903-November 1904). From September 1906 to 1935 the station,s two boats were stored in the boat house, but in
June 1935 the station,s remaining "boat, service cart and equipment" were
moved into the boat room of the old station building, enlarged for this purpose
in lieu of rebuilding the 1904 boat house. 5
There is even less evidence to indicate what else was stored in the boat room,
although all of the life-saving apparatus must have been kept there from August
1899 until the new boat house was ready in November 1904. After that, it held
only "extra gear," such as the 1878 Lyle gun replaced by a new one in 1905 but
still on hand as late as 1911, and one or two of the three breeches buoys on hand
in 1911/12. In the absence of property inventories, one can only guess at what
else was in the room after the open boat was sold in 1906.6

In the summer of 1931 Little Kinnakeet Station acquired a tractor and the old
boat room served as a garage from then until its reconversion to a boat room in

3

Wick York, •An:bitecture of U.S. Life-Saving Stations: The Log of Mystic Seaport (Spring 1982), p. 17.

4

Little Kinnakeet Station journal, November 22, 1904. The year before, when there was no boat house on the
beach, the self-bailing Beebe McLellan boat was -put in the station• in place of the open surfboat, which was
-put outside the station exposed to the weather- (station journal, January 14, 1903).

5

Appendix A; station journal, June 10, 1935.

6

Little Kinnakeet Station journal, October 25, 1905; January 24, 1910; December 16, 1911; Sept.ember 10,
1912; inspection report, March 4, 1911(NA-RG26, copy in CAHA files).
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June 1935. In December 1933 the Coast Guard inspector reported that the
flooring in the room where the tractor was stored was "oil soaked."7
To summarize the evidence for the 1904-1915 period, it appears that from
November 1904 to September 1906 the boat room contained an open BeebeMcLellan surfboat; after that no boat was stored there. The extra gear kept there
probably included a Lyle gun and carriage, at least one breeches buoy, and
miscellaneous small equipment and supplies related to the station's operations .

Mess Room/Sitting Room (Room 101-A). As originally planned and built in
1874 (see fig. 1), the space behind the boat room, 18 feet wide and 12 feet 6 inches
deep, served as the mess room and kitchen. A staircase in the northeast (now
southwest) comer led to the second floor sleeping and storage rooms. Centered
on the rear wall was a brick chimney, constructed in 1885; this rested on a
wooden platform about 20 inches above the mess room floor and had a flue
opening for the cook stove. In the back comers and under the stairs were three
storage closets, each 6 feet wide and 2 feet deep. There were two doors, one
leading from the boat room, the other from the outside at the east end of the
room. After the pantry lean-to was built in 1885, this east door led from the
mess room to the pantry passage and thence to the outside. 8
From 1874 to 1892 the station crew's meals were cooked and eaten in this room;
between meals it served as the men's sitting room. Over the years it became
apparent that the heat, smoke, grease, and flies associated with cooking made
the mess room at Little Kinnakeet and other stations along the Outer Banks
"almost unbearable" as a sitting room in the warmer months. In 1892 the
situation was relieved by construction of a detached "cook house," to serve as
both kitchen and mess room. Thereafter, until the new station was built in 1904,
the old mess room was the surfmen's sitting room, where they could relax in
relative comfort at the end of the day. Although the powers that be tried at first
to prevent installation of a heating stove in the sitting room, decreeing that
cooking should still be done there in the cold months, they eventually gave in
and allowed the men a "small size heater." 9
After the crew moved into the new station building in December 1904, the former
sitting room served as a storage area of unspecified character until its conver7

Little Kinnakeet Station journal, June 8, 1931; inspection report, January 1, 1934 (NA-RG 26, copy in CAHA
files). In a March 3, 1934, photograph can be seen the back end of a car in the station garage (Norman
Collection, U.S. Coast Guard, copy in CAHA files) .

8

Greene, HSR, pp. 12-13; Donald, HSR, pp. 33tT.

9

Correspondence between General Superintendent Kimball and 6th District Superintendent Etheridge,
December 20 and 29, 1892, and January 2, 1893 (NA RG 26, copies in CAHA fiJ.e:6th District-Repairs &
Construction). Removal of"the heating stove from the sitting room• on May l, 1903, revealed that the flue
was in -Very bad condition• (station journal, May l, 1903).

15

sion to a horse stable in October 1921. The chimney, damaged by lightning in
1916, was taken down and never replaced. Acquisition of a tractor in 1931
obviated the need for a horse and stable, and in 1935 the partitions came down,
making the space part of the general first floor storage area. At the same time
a large door was cut in the back wall and an incline buiit. 10
1874-1892. For this period, there are a number of references to articles
that would have been used in the mess room/kitchen.
Chairs. "10 oald chairs" were condemned and sold in 1885. The crew
spent part of April 14, 1892, "cleaning the chirs and varnishen them"; these
presumably had been acquired about 1885 and doubled as dining and sitting
room chairs. One of them is partially visible through the mess room window in
a post-1885 photograph of Little Kinnakeet Station (fig. 2 ); it was what the
Life-Saving Service described as an office chair, "back of bent wood in one piece,
with five upright rungs" (see fig. 4). 11

Tables. "Specifications of Labor and Materials Required to Erect and
Complete a Life-Saving Station," c.1873, included the following instructions
regarding a table, probably, judging by its relatively small size, for the cook's
use in the kitchen:
A table of pine to be constructed, the top one inch thick and 3 by 5
feet in size, and to be fitted with a drawer in each end. 12

The station received "1 table" in 1890, but its purpose was not stated. There is
no indication what kind of a mess table Little Kinnakeet had before 1904. 13

Tablecloths. There were several references to receiving or condemning
tablecloths in the 1880s, but the first ones that identified the material as oilcloth
were in 1891, when "l table cloth oil" was condemned and "8 yds of oil clot for
table" received. No pattern or color was mentioned. 14
Tableware. The station journals from 1885 to 1892, as well as later,
contain many references to eating and serving utensils, including 6 knives and

10

Greene, HSR, pp. 27-28.

11

Station journal, March 27 and October 31, 1885; April 14, 1892; U.S. Life-Saving Service, annual supplies
contract, 1901 (quoted in Greene, HSR, p. 152).

12

Quoted in Greene, HSR, p. 75.

13

Station journal, December 11, 1890.

14

Ibid., March 1, 1886; March 31 and April 16, 1888; June 11 and November 18, 1889; January 26, April 13, and
September 4, 1891.
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forks and 12 tea spoons (received in 1889), a dozen each of tin tea and table
spoons, a dozen plates, and a dozen glass tumblers (all received in 1891), along
with a molasses pitcher, a vegetable dish, and a "set" of cups and saucers .
During the same eight years the station received four and got rid of six coffee
pots. According to the Revised Regulations of the Life-Saving Service for 1884,
the crockery was stone china. 15

Lamp. In December 1887 the station received "1 Mess room lamp," not
otherwise described, although it was certainly a kerosene lamp and probably
hung over the mess table, as it did in 1904. 16

Cook stove. The wood-burning cook stoves issued to the life-saving
stations wore out rather quickly, probably because of heavy use for both cooking
and heating and the use of"salt water drift wood," which was forbidden in 1895.
Between 1885 and 1892 the cook used three different stoves: an unidentified
model replaced in April 1886 by a Farmer Girl stove, which in turn was replaced
in February 1889 by a No. 3 G.G. Hallet cook stove. The last-named was still in
use when they moved the kitchen into the new cookhouse in 1892. 17
Cooking and washing utensils. These are discussed in the historical
evidence sectian on the cookhouse (below, pp. 33-35) .
Clock. A clock condemned in 1885 and sold the following year probably
hung in the mess room, where it would have been readily seen by all of the
station crew. Its replacement was a Seth Thomas clock which lasted until
1895. 18
1892-1904. After the cooking and dining functions moved over to the
cookhouse in 1892, the former mess room/kitchen became the surfmen's "setting
room." Although there is little direct evidence on its furnishings, it is likely that
they were similar to those of the comparable room in the new station erected in
1904.

Chairs. Assuming that the old mess room chairs were moved to the new
mess room in 1892, the "12 chairs office hard wood" received in March 1895
would have been for use in the sitting room.

15

Ibid., March 27 and October 31, 1885; March l, April 13, and October 14, 1886; March 31, 1888; June 11,
1889; April 16, 1890; Febniary 21, April 13, and November 4, 1891.

16

Ibid., December 21, 1887; November 12, 1904.

17

Ibid., March 27, 1885; April 13, October 14, 1886; April 16, 1888; Febniary 21, June 11, and November 18,
1889; November 15, 1894;, March 5, 1895.

18

Ibid., March 27, 1885; October 14, 1886; April 10, 1895.

17

Table. None is mentioned between 1892 and 1904.

Lamp. The "mess room lamp" condemned and removed in 1899 may have
remained in the sitting room after 1892, although it is more likely that it had
been moved to the new mess room. Perhaps the "lamp not complete lacks shade
and chimney" received on March 9, 1895, was intended for the sitting room. 19

Clock. The Seth Thomas clock received in 1895 probabllc hung somewhere in the sitting room, replacing another Seth Thomas clock. o

Heating stove. The general superintendent refused at first to authorize
a heating stove for the men's sitting room after the cook stove was moved out
in 1892, arguing that the cookhouse was intended for use in warm weather only
and that the mess room and kitchen should move back into the sitting room in
colder weather. He apparently relented, however, since there was a heating
stove in the sitting room when it was vacated in 1904. This stove could have
been a Trojan 25 bought in 1895, a Trojan 21 bought in 1900, or an Elon 21
received in 1897. All were wood stoves with a 6-inch collar joint to connect with
6-inch galvanized iron stovepipe. The stove sat on a zinc board or sheet, 36
inches square. 21

Spittoons. Three rubber spittoons were condemned in 1894 and the same
three, or three others, in 1895; three spittoons (material not specified) were
received in 1896. At least one spittoon, possibly two or three, would have been
for use in the men's sitting room. 22

1904-1931. There is no information on the furnishings or contents of this
room during the 1904-1915 period, when it was used to store "extra gear" and
other unspecified articles. For the years 1921-1931, when it was a horse stable,
there is some information in the station journals on horse and stable equipment
acquired and condemned. The years after 1931 have not been researched.
Pantry Lean-to (Rooms 102-104). The 1885 addition at the southeast (now
northwest) comer of the 1874 station included two small rooms-a "dry room"
(room 102) and a pantry (room 104}-and a passage (room 103) leading from the

19

Ibid., March 9, 1895; May 15 and August 7, 1899.

20

Ibid., March 9 and April 10, 1895.

21

Correspondence between Superintendent Etheridge, 6th District, and General Superintendent Kimball,
December 20 and 29, 1892, and January 2, 1893 (NA, RG 26, copies in CAHA file: 6th District Repairs and
Construction); Little Kinnakeet Station joumal, February 1 and March 9, 1895; Februaiy 26, 1897; May 15
and August 7, 1899; February 15 and May 18, 1900; U.S. Life-Saving Service, annual supplies contract for
1901 (quoted in Greene, HSR, pp. 183-184).

22

Stationjoumal, April 8, 1894; April 10, 1895; March 30, 1896.
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outside door to the mess room. These retain their original configuration, but
have undergone changes in function and interior fittings .
Passage (103). Referred to in the station journals variously as the
"passage" or "pashed" or "leanto passage" (but not to be confused with the
"passage room" on the second floor), this space served as a passageway between
the outside door and the mess room/sitting room. Its wooden floor, walls, and
ceiling were scoured and varnished several times between 1889 and 1901.
There is no evidence of hooks in the walls and no reference mentions furnishings
in the passage. 23

Dry Room (102). On the 1885 building plan (fig. 1), the architect called
this small room the "Dry Room for wet clothes," while the specifications called
it the "storm clothes room." Keeper Hooper also called it the "dry room" in 1892,
the only time he mentioned it specifically in the station log. Assistant Inspector
W.A. Failing, reporting on an incident of clothing theft at Little Kinnakeet in
1891, referred to this at one point as "the room where the crew keep their wet
clothing" and later as "the oil clothing room." It was a tiny room, only 5 feet 3
inches lon~y 3 feet 10 inches wide, with wood floor, walls, and ceiling originally
varnished.

The 1885 specifications for the lean-to called for installing "on all side walls" in
this room hooks similar to the "extra strong harness hooks" in the pantry, and
"a 13/8by12 inch shelf secured 8 inches above the hooks." The hooks and shelf
are no longer present; two existing shelves probably date from early in the 20th
century and an electric light receptacle from about 1949.
From 1885 to 1904 the station crew hung up their wet oilskin storm clothes in
this room when they came in from drill or rescue operations in wet weather.
The room was used for unspecified storage after 1904. 25
Pantry (104). The plan and specifications for the 1885 lean-to addition
both identify this 9 feet 6-inch long by 5 feet 3-inch wide room as the "pantry."
It was to be fitted up on the west side (now the east side) "with shelving 1 3/8
inches thick by 16 inches wide, dressed boards, the lower shelf to be placed 3
feet from the floor and the others about 16 inches apart all the way up." On the
other walls "extra strong harness hooks" were to be attached. Existing shelving

23

Ibid., March 27, 1889; April 5 and 8, 1892; April 6, 1893; April 12· 16, 1894; March 26 and April 6, 1897; May
23, 1898; May 10, 1901.

24

"Plan of ten U.S. Life-Saving Stations..." (1885); Little Kinnakeet Station journal, April 8, 1892; Assistant
Inspector Failing to General Superintendent Kimball, March 28, 1891 (NA, RG 26, copy in CAHA file: Little
Kinnakeet, Investigations); Greene, HSR, p.81.

25

Greene, HSR, p. 81; Donald, HSR, p. 34.

19

on the present west wall does not match these specifications and may be a later
addition; a single shelf on the present east wall, with a decorative bracket at
one end, may be one of the original shelves. The harness hooks have survived,
although now out of normal reach owing to the lowering of the floor in 1935. The
porcelain lampholder dates from about 1949. 26
The pantry's use for the storage of food is inferred rather than documented.
Since there was no pantry attached to the cookhouse, the old pantry may have
continued to serve its original purpose after 1892. In December 1933 a Coast
Guard inspector noted that, in the old station building at Little Kinnakeet, the
"room on first floor for food locker is good. "27
There is no information on how the pantry was furnished. The station journal
records no purchases of ice or an icebox. On at least two occasions in the 1890s
the crew "engaged in salten beef'; the salted quarters may have hung from the
harness hooks in the pantry through the winter months. 28 The shelves along
the west side provided space for storing less bulky staples, and there was space
on the floor for barrels of bulk foods like flour and potatoes. Since the crew had
to furnish their own food, there is no record of the foodstuffs they bought or
acquired by fishing or hunting.

Second Floor
Passage Room (202). Although the architect identified this as a store room on

the 1885 plan (fig. 1), the room at the top of the stairs from the mess room was
regularly referred to in the station log as the passage room, reflecting its primary
use as a passageway from the first floor to the keeper's room and crew's sleeping
room and from the second floor up to the rooftop lookout. It did also serve as a
store room, however, probably for signal flags, instruction manuals, and other
supplies and equipment related to crew activities.
The space measures 18 feet by 9 112 feet.On the north (now south) side of the
room, ladder-like stairs led up to the lookout platform, through the garret loft
created in 1885 when the second floor collar beams were floored over. The
woodwork in the passage rooms was originally hard oiled or varnished, but was
painted as early as May 1895. 29

26

Greene, HSR, p. 81; Donald, HSR, p. 38.

27

Quoted in Greene, HSR, p. 30.

28

Station journal, November 17·18, 1890; November 19, 1891.

29

Greene, HSR, pp. 13, 80; Donald, HSR, pp. 47-49; Station journals, April 18, November 10, 1890; Aprill,
1891; December 28, 1892; April 10, 1893; May 4 and 24, 1895; May 11, 1901. Keeper Hooper's spelling of the
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After 1904 use of the passage room as a store room probably continued. Ellis
Gray, recalling in 1987 his boyhood days at the station before the First World
War, was "almost positive" that "they made a big paint locker" in this room. "I
remember it well," he said, "because I used to be up there with my father [No.1
Surfman Oliver J. Gray] a whole lot, be running up there, and seems to me that
would be the paint locker." The present electric ceiling light dates from about
1949.30

Sleeping Room (201). Identified as "Crew's Quarters" on the 1885 plan (fig.
1), this large room (18-by-22 feet) at the front of the second floor usually figured
as the "sleeping room" in the station log.
Entered through a door from the passage room at the south (now north) end,
the room provided rather spartan, unheated sleeping quarters for the six or
seven surfmen and, possibly, the station's hired cook, from 1874 to 1904. After
1904 it was probably a store room. It may also have seen occasional use as
sleeping ?uarters for shipwrecked seamen, although this has not been documented.3
The room was hard oiled or varnished originally; there is no record of its being
painted. A trap door (about 1foot9-inches long by 3 feet 6-inches wide) in the
floor near the front of the room may have been used to haul supplies and
equipment up to the second floor from the boat room. A built-in bench along the
present west wall and part of the south wall is believed to have been added in
the early 20th century, for an unkn~wn purpose. The ceiling-mounted electric
light fixtures date from about 1949. 2
Beds and bedding were frequently mentioned in the station journal; these
references would apply mainly to the surfmen's sleeping quarters. No other
furnishings mentioned in the records can. clearly be associated with this room .

Beds. Before 1904 these were usually referred to as cots, although the
terms "beds" and "bunks" were used once each. Nowhere are they identified as
being of wood or iron; both types were approved for use.in life-saving stations

word pasaage included these variants: pashed, pasheg, pashege, and paahedge.
30

Ellis Gray, interview, September 16, 1987; Donald. HSR. p. 49.

31

Greene, HSR. p. 13; Donald. HSR, pp. 44-47; Station journal, October 9, 1878 (•sleeping quarters"); April 2
and November 21, 1889; March 31, 1891; April 28 and December 14, 1893; November 21, 1896; December 11,
1897; October 26, 1903 (all "sleeping room"); December 28, 1892 raleeping department•); April 23, 1904
(•Crew's sleeping room·). In a letter to General Superintendent Kimball, May 24, 1899, Keeper E.O. Hooper
mentioned the •aurfmen'a sleeping room.•

32

Donald, HSR, pp. 45-46; Little Kinnakeet Station journal, April 2, 1889.

21

(1884 revised regulations) and references to "painting the cots" could apply to
either type. Perhaps the fact that "the old cots" were sold in 1884, after only 10
years use, may indicate that the first cots were made of wood and their
replacements of iron. The number of cots in the sleeping room is nowhere stated
but there certainly were seven for the surfmen and probably at least two extras
for emergencies. This would account for the 10 mattresses condemned in 1885,
assuming that one mattress would have been from the cot in the keeper's room.
Receipt of 20 mattresses in January and March 1895 may indicate that the
sleeping room was more crowded, although some cots may have been placed in
the loft for the use of rescued seamen. 33

Bedding. There are numerous mentions in the journals of receiving or
disposing of articles of bedding. These include mattresses "stuffed with rattan"
(1895); 10 mattress covers (1885, 1895); 10 "boalsters" and "boalster covers"
(1885); 36 brown sheets (1886); up to 24 pillow covers (some "checked") and 10
pillowcases (1891, 1895, 1899); and as many as a dozen double blankets, both
"old pattern" (1889) and "new pattern" (1893, 1904).
Airing and sunning their bedding was a regular part of the surfmen's household
chores. From time to time keepers received instructions to "clean the bedsteads
and mattresses to free them from bed bugs" (1888) or, more specifically, to use
boiling water, soap, and kerosene twice a week to control "bugs, fleas and
vermin" (1897).Worn out sheets and pillow covers were used as cleaning rags. 34

Clothes hooks. On January 7, 1876, 16 clothes hooks were "screwed up
in the station," and 8 more were put up the following day. Since the "dry room"
was not built till nine years later, these hooks may have been placed on the walls
of the crew's sleeping room. 35
Clothing storage. Since there is no mention of lockers for the men's
clothes and personal belongings, surfmen must have supplied their own chests
or trunks.
Wash basins and towels. Between 1887 and 1904 there are a number
of references to wash basins or pans. Two tin wash basins were received in 1887;
a copper wash basin was condemned in 1895 and a paper (papier mache) one in
33

Station journal. January 8, 1876; May 14, 1884; March 27, 1885; January 15 and March 9, 1895. Emergency
sleeping accommodations had to be provided for as many as eight rescued seamen at a time on more than one
occasion.

34

Station journal. January 8, 1876; March 27, 1885; December 11, 1886; April 16, September 22 and 29, 1888;
June 11, 1889; April 16, 1890; April 13 and 27, September 4 and 19, 1891; June 18, 1893; April 12-16, 1894;
January 15, March 9, and May 5, 1895; February 26, March 15, and April 17, 1897; May 15, 1899; March 29,
1900; February 29 and November 15, 1904.

35

Ibid., January 7..S, 1876.
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1900; 2 tin wash bowls received in 1901 were condemned in 1904. There is no
indication where they were used or by whom; it seems likely that one or two
might have been for use in the men's sleeping room, although the heated mess
room/sitting room is also a possibility. Neither a table nor a washstand for the
wash basins to sit on is recorded. Crash toweling was supplied by the yard
throughout the period. 36

Lighting. There is no evidence that there was a hanging lamp in the
sleeping room. Presumably the men used candle lanterns or kerosene hand
lamps to light their way upstairs at night .
Heating. Having no chimney, this room was apparently unheated, not
an unusual circumstance at the time for a room used only for sleeping.
Keeper's Room (203). The room at the south (now north) end of the old station
was always known as the "keeper's room." Until 1884, when he built a house
close by, the keeper did his paperwork and slept in this room during the active
season; thereafter he used it only as his daytime office. Its location over the
sitting room and across the passage from the sleeping room made it a good
vantage point for the keeper to keep an eye on his crew, especially after a small
window was placed in the wall beside the door in 1885.37
The building modifications in 1885 included two other improvements in the
keeper's room. In the northwest (now southeast) corner a closet with shelves
and door was built, and a brick chimney was brought up from the kitchen, which
necessitated closing up the original center window on the south wall and putting
in two new windows on either side of the chimney. At the same time an old
stovepipe hole in the floor had to be closed. 38
After the keeper and his crew moved into the new station late in 1904, the old
keeper's room probably was used for storage. While the room below served as a
horse stable (1921-1931), hay was stored upstairs, possibly in this room where
it could easily be pitched out the window when needed. The shelving now in the
room dates from the 20th century, probably after the horse period. It was
mentioned in a 1933 inspection report. Electric light receptacles in the ceiling
date from about 1949. 39

36

Ibid., January 19, 1887; March 31 and April 16, 1888; April 16 and December 10, 1890; April 10, 1895; March
30, 1896; March 29, 1900; July 15, 1901; February 29, 1904.

37

Donald, HSR, pp. 49-51; Greene, HSR, p. 82.

38

Greene, HSR, p. 83 .

39

Ibid.
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The only furnishing item specifically associated with the keeper's room in the
records was a heating stove. The first was a "Russian drum" stove mentioned
several times between 1875 and 1878. A stove received for the keeper's room in
January 1884 was condemned the following September because it was "unfit for
use, it being a coal stove." A replacement arrived February 11, 1885; it appears
to have lasted until 1891, when it was condemned and sold for 30 cents. The
next heater was an Elon stove; this was condemned in 1896 and replaced with
an Elon 21 in February 1897; this in turn was condemned in February 1904 and
replaced with another Elon 21inSeptember1904, shortly before the move into
the new station. Before 1885 the stovepipe probably was vented through the
window in the keeper's room; in that year a brick chimney was built, with flues
for the cook stove on the first floor and the keeper's heater on the second. 40
Although there is no specific reference in the records to the keeper's bed and
bedding, they probably were similar to those issued to the surfmen. ff he had
any other bedroom furniture, such as a washstand or chest of drawers, it would
have been his own and therefore was not mentioned in official records.
Since the keeper's room doubled as his office, it certainly contained a desk or
table, probably the "writting desk" that the crew scoured and varnished in May
1902. A "writen desk" received on October 22, 1904, was undoubtedly for the
new station. 41
The keeper would have kept in or on his desk the office supplies he regularly
received from the Life-Saving Service, including lead pencils, pen points, bottles
of ink and mucilage, blotting paper, "fool-cap" and "legal-cap" writing paper,
envelopes, and (in 1901) a "corrubated gummed stub file." Also on the desk would
have been the station journal, in which the keeper recorded daily weather
conditions, ship sightings, personnel movements, drills, housekeeping activities, rescues, and so on. Various official forms probably occupied pigeonholes or
drawers in the desk; these included a receipts/expenditures book, payrolls, fuel
requisitions, annual requests for supplies, articles of engagement, applications
for and certificates of medical inspection, a form showing absences, and other
forms. For light the keeper probably used a kerosene hand lamp. 42

40

Station journal, March 31 and October 16, 1875; March 27, 1876; March 31, 1877; March 7 and October 22,
1878; September 14, 1884; February 11-12, 1885; October 5, 1891; April 16, 1896; February 26, 1897;
February 29 and September 20, 1904.

41

Ibid., May 12, 1902; October22, 1904.

42

Ibid., January 19, 1887; April 5, June 6, and September 14, 1888; October 5 and 21, 1891; October 20, 1892;
May 24, 1899; September 11, 1900; March 20, 1901; October 1 and 14, 1904.
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The records are silent on the location of the station's telephone, installed on Ma~
7, 1887, but it probably was in the keeper's room, as it was in the new station. 4
The keeper's room also probably housed the station's small library of official
publications and recreational reading. In the first category were such items as
the annually published "List of Merchant Vessels of the United States," the
annual reports and official registers of the United States Life-Saving Service,
the revised "Regulations for the Government of the Life-Saving Service," beach
apparatus drill books, and the "Handbook for the Ship's Medicine Chest."
Although the Life-Saving Service had "libraries contained in portable cases" for
circulation among its stations, there is no record of Little Kinnakeet's benefitting from this service. The following reading material for the inspiration of the
crew was received from an unidentified source in 1890:
1 copy index to the Bible; 1 words to Christian teachers; 1 Christ's
testimony to the Scriptures; 2 copies Children's Bread; 5 People's
Hymn Book; 3 copy Sermons of D.L. Moody; 2 copies The Bible. 44

Two years later the keeper noted receipt of "one packege Literature of books"
from Houghton & Company. These and the books received earlier presumably
were housed in the keeper's room, since he was specifically charged with "the
safety and preservation of the libraries placed at the stations by benevolent
associations or persons. "45
The keeper was also personally responsible for "proper use and safety" of the
contents of the medicine chest, which included medicinal whiskey and various
drugs. He held the key to the chest, which may have been kept in his room,
although the records do not mention its location. 46
There is no information on what was stored in this room after 1904, except
possibly hay for the station horse between 1921and1931.

43

Ibid., May 7, 1887; May 8, 1889; February 3 and December 17, 1890; February 19, 1891; March 17, 1904.
After the August 1899 hurricane, the telephone lines were down from August 16 to October 25. The telephone
was moved from the old station to the new on December 8, 1904.

44

Ibid. January 23, 1890.

45

Treasury Department, Revised Regulatiorul for the Government of the Life·Saving Service of the United
States .•. (Washington, D.C.: GPO, 1884), pp. 53-54 .

46

Ibid., p. 53. On March 14, 1878, Keeper Midgett was examined by the inspector "in relation to the removal of
liquor from the medicine chest•; on March 28, 1890, Keeper Hooper noted that he had given the crew rescued
from a wreck a half-pint of whiskey from the medicine chest; on February 21, 1894, he recorded receipt of •1
quart rye whiskey.• Other supplies received before 1904 included a dozen mustard plasters (January 19,
1887), a bottle of•muriatic amniac carbolic acid• (February 21, 1889), •1 lb solimoniac [sal ammoniac?] 1
pound cup• (February 3, 1890), and "Handbook for the ship's medicine chest• (February 27, 1901).
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Garret Loft
The 1885 improvements at Little Kinnakeet included laying a floor across the
exposed collar beams over the second floor rooms. The space thus created was
regularly called the "garret loft" and appears to have been used for storage. In
May 1895 the keeper noted that the crew were "putting things in order" there
and in May 1902 that they were "cleaning out the garret loft. "47

1892 Cookhouse
In 1892 Little Kinnakeet and several other stations in the southern part of the

6th District received authorization to construct a separate building to house the
kitchen and mess room. Although General Superintendent Kimball tried to limit
its use to the warm months (September and April) of the active season, the
detached cookhouse was soon being used throughout the winter as well. The
new station erected in 1904 had a kitchen in the ground floor of the tower, but
it was never used for that purpose, and the cookhouse continued to serve as
kitchen and mess room, virtually without change until 1945. In that year the
south wall was moved 12 feet to the south, permitting enlargement and modernization of the kitchen and the creation of a separate mess room in the new
part.
Manson Meekins' memories of the cookhouse in the late 1920s probably would
apply to the early years of the century as well:
You'd get up... around 6:30 or 7:00 o'clock and you'd go in and have
breakfast. That was a real exciting time for me as a youngster. You'd
go in and sit at a long table with about six or eight of these old people.
They would fix me a place. My father [Keeper George H. Meekins,
1925-1932] would be at the head of the table and the No. 1 surfinan,
as I recall, would be at the other end. 48

The food served at Little Kinnakeet included a lot of fish and wildfowl caught
or shot by the crew, beef that the men hel~ed to kill and salt, and vegetables
raised in garden plots close to the station. 4 In the '20s, Meekins recalls:
People at the station, they relied a great deal on sea food for their
food. One or two fellows at the station would set gill nets in the sound
at night and they'd go fish their nets early in the morning and bring

47

Greene, HSR, p. 80; Station journal, April 7, 1891; May 22, 1895; May 25, 1900; May 20, 1902; May 22, 1903.

48

Manson Meekins, interview, September 16, 1987.

49

The station journal, November 17, 1890, notes that the crew was "engaged in helpen the Keeper kill beef for
the station"; the next day they "omited boat drill for the purpose of salting beef."

26

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

-

'••

••
•
••
•
••
••
•
•
•
•
•
•
"••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
-•
•

the fish in and that's what they would have for lunch.... They would
have wildfowl during the wintertime. 50

Cooking at Little Kinnakeet was usually done by a man the crew hired from one
of the nearby towns, such as T.J. Gray and J.C. Midgett, mentioned in 1890 and
1893 respectively. Only in 1918-1921 was there a cook actually on the station
crew, J.A. Meekins, who left to become a surfman at a Coast Guard station in
Texas. 51
There are numerous references in the station journal to scouring and painting
inside the cookhouse. On December 18 and 19, 1901, the crew painted it using
white lead, linseed oil, and "dark lead color paint"; this is the only reference to
color other than the green paint applied to the new screens on September 12,
1911. The inside of the cookhouse was painted again in 1908, 1913, 1917, and
1918. Analysis of paint layers in the older portion of the building is needed to
determine what colors are datable to the 1904-1915 period. 52
Information on cookhouse furnishings is derived mostly from references in the
station journals.

Cook stove. The cooking stove is the best documented of the kitchen
furnishings. The one in use when the cookhouse was built in 1892 was a No. 3
G.G. Hallet cook stove dating from 1889. In the next 30 years, records show that
Little Kinnakeet went through that and eight other cook stoves:
Crawford range No. 8 (received 1892, condemned 1897);
Beaver range (received 1897, condemned 1900);
Beaver range No. 8-21 (received 1900, condemned 1904);
Beaver range No. 8-21(received1903, condemned 1907);
Crawford range (received 1907, condemned 1911);
Crawford range No. 8 (received 1911, condemned 1917);
Crawford range No. 8 (received 1917, condemned 1919);
Crawford range No. 8 (received 1920).

50

Ibid.

51

Ellis Gray, interview, March 16, 1988; Station journal, March 28, 1890; May 6, August 12, and September 14,
1918; May 19, 1919; August 12, 1921; letter of Keeper Hooper to General Superintendent, January 17, 1894
(NA, RG 26, copy in CAHA files) .

52

Station journal, December 18-19, 1901; April 20, 1908; September 12, 1911; April 3, 1912; May 5-7, 1913;
November6, 1917;February 13, 1918.
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The conditions that led to these frequent changes were graphically described
for his district superintendent by Keeper E.O. Hooper in 1899:
I regret to inform you of the condition of the cook stove, being that
she has not been in use no longer then she has [two years], But she
is getting in bad condition. She is burnt through on the back above
the wood extention about 1 inch wide--also the cross barres for
dampers is crooked out of shape, Petition between fire and bake oven
is cracked bad.... I have given my cooks very strickest orders about
running the fires in her for to not have a fire any longer then they
were cooking and I believe they have been poticular with her.

In later years Little Kinnakeet acquired an oil stove, probably for warm weather
cooking, and the 1945 plan showed a South coal range in the cookhouse. 53
A sheet of 9-gauge zinc under the stove protected the wooden floor from charring.

This was available in two sizes, 36 by 42 inches and 36 by 84 inches. Zinc boards
were also available in two sizes: 32 by 42 inches for cooking stoves, 36 by 36
inches for heating stoves. 54
Since the Crawford and Beaver ranges were wood-burners, there would have
been a woodbox near the stove, filled with split pine wood, and a box of safety
matches in a match safe on the walI. 55

Sink and pump. There is no reference at all to a sink in the early records,
and there may have been only a dry sink before 1914, when the pump in the
new station's unused kitchen was moved to the kitchen in the cookhouse and
52 feet of pipe laid to bring water from the cistern to the cookhouse. Though not
mentioned at the time, it seems likely that they would also have moved the
unused kitchen sink along with its pump. In September 1937, a cesspool for the
kitchen sink was dug. A 1939 plan for a proposed addition to the cookhouse
shows a small sink under the east window; the 1945 plan of alterations shows
a larger sink in the same location. 56 Physical evidence shows that there was a
sink about 4 feet 10 inches long on the north wall to the right of the chimney.

53

Station journal, Febru.ary 21, 1889; June 17, 1892; June 18, 1893; Febru.ary 21, 1894; April 17, December 8,
1897; January 23, March 29, May 4, 1900; May 14, 1903; Febru.ary 29, 1904; August 28, 1905; June 25,
August 6, October 29, 1906; Febru.ary 14, 1907; August 4, 1908; October 24, 1910; March 4 and 18, 1911;
September 10, 1912; April 23, 1917; November 13, 1919; January 15 and 19, 1920; January 16, 1935; Keeper,
Little Kinnakeet, to Superintendent, 6th District, December 13, 1899 (copy, CAHA files); Greene, HSR, p. 60.

54

Appendix D, items 66-68. On May 18, 1900, Little Kinnakeet received "2 zincs for stove,• two weeks after
receiving a new Beaver range. "One sheet ofzinc 36 x 84: received January 9, 1914, could have been for a
cook stove or a heater.

55

Edwin C. Bearss, "Research Report for Furnishing Plan: Chicamacomico Lifeboat Station (Part 5-Resource
Studies Project CAHA-H-1)• (Cape Hatteras National Seashore, September 1965}, p. 7.

56

Ibid., September 4 and 15, 1914; Greene, HSR, p. 59. At Chicamacomico Station, a Rumsey force pump in the
kitchen was replaced in 1915 with a Gould #1412 iron kitchen pump (Bearss, "Research Report for
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This sink was removed by the National Park Service a few years ago. The
structure needs further study to determine where the sink was in 1904-1915. 57
Before 1914 water for cooking and washing up must have been brought to the
cookhouse from the station in the cedar water buckets mentioned occasionally
in the journals. Tin dish pans had to be replaced periodically; those acquired in
1912 and 1915 had a 17 quart capacity. 58

Work Table. A kitchen table was condemned in 1901 and another,
presumably its replacement, was "scraped" in 1907. The earlier one could have
been of the type specified for life-saving stations about 1873: "a table of pine to
be constructed, the top one inch thick and 3 by 5 feet in size, and to be fitted
with a drawer at each end." The latter one probably was of hard wood 27" x 42",
with one side drawer, as issued. 59
Cupboards. There are two built-in cupboards in the present kitchen.
The one on the west wall at the south end of the room has a closed bottom section
and three open shelves above. The other is on the north wall to the left of the
chimney; it has a closed bottom section, open counter, and a top section with
double screened doors. One probably dates from 1932; the other from before
1912, when the crew painted "cubards in Kitchen." A 1939 plan for a proposed
addition to the cookhouse shows a double cupboard in the northwest corner; on
the 1945 plan, a cupboard is shown in the southwest corner; in neither case does·
the drawing indicate whether these were existing or proposed. 60
Cooking utensils. The station journals contain many references to
articles ordered or condemned that would have been used in the kitchen .
Between 1885 and 1915 the following were noted:
received
condemned

Furnishing Plan,n p. 12).
57

Donald, HSR, p. 114; Greene, HSR, p. 60. In the southwest room (106) of the station building, originally
intended for a kitchen, there was a sink under the double window on the south wall, as evidenced by the
surviving 11/2" vent pipe in the wall, two 1/2" pipes in the floor under the right window, and two pipe holes
under the vent pipe .

58

Station journal, March 27, 1885; March 31, 1888; April 16 and December 19, 1890; February 21 and
November 4, 1891; April 8, 1894; May 15, 1899; March 25, 1901; March 4, 1908; January 26, 1912; August 9,
1915.

59

Ibid., December 11, 1890; March 25, 1901; May 23, 1907; Appendix D, item 49; Greene, HSR, p. 75 .

60

Donald, HSR, p. 115, 198-199; Greene, HSR, p. 60; station journal, April 3, 1912; February 1, 1932. Greene
and Donald suggest that one of the cupboards was constructed in 1945, but the 1945 plans for "Proposed
alterations and additions• at Little Kinnakeet do not identify the cabinet in the southwest corner as a new
feature (as they do the sink) and do not show the other cupboard at all, certainly not as a proposed addition .
The evidence is ambiguous, but the relatively crude style of construction of both cupboards suggests that they
were built by the crew in 1932 or earlier. Paint analysis may settle the question.
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bake pan, tin
baking dish, yellow
boiler, 12 qt, iron, with tin cover
boiler, 6 gal., iron, with cover
boiler, ham
bowl, 6 qt.
bowl, mixing, earthen
bread pan
bread spoon
butcher knife
cake turner
carving fork
chopping bowl or tray
chopping knife
coffee mill
coffee pot
" ", 3 gal.
" ,,", 2 gal.
, 1 gal.
"
dipper, tin
" , cup
fish knife
food chopper
fry pan
fry pan, 9"
griddle
kettle
ladle
measures
mixing pan
molasses pot
pepper box
pot
pot, cook, iron
pot lid, tin
roast pan
saucepan
sieve
sieve, flour, tin
spider
steamer, tin
stew pan
30

5
1
2
1
1
2
1
1
4
6
1
1
1
1
2
5
4
1
1
9

3

1

2
1
4

1
1
9
2
3
9

2

1
1
2
1
1
1
3
4
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
1
6
1

2
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5
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tea kettle, iron
" " , galvanized
teapot, 2 gal.

1
1
1

1

Most of these articles are described in the annual contract lists issued by the
Life-Saving Service (see Appendix D, under HARDWARE and STOVES, ETC.) .
At Chicam.acomico, according to Levene Midgett, dishes and cooking utensils
were stored in lockers at the back of the kitchen; at Little Kinnakeet, presumably, the same practice was followed. 61

Washboards. In December 1895 the crew put washboards in the cookhouse. Where and how they were used is not known. 62
RefHgerator. Neither ice nor an icebox was mentioned in the station
logs, but by 1934 Little Kinnakeet had a Superfex refrigerator, described as
"new and in good condition." Since Little Kinnakeet had yet to be electrified,
this unit probably ran on kerosene. 63
Mess table. There is no reference to a mess or dining table before 1904,
although there certainly had to be one. In 1904, however, the station received
an "extension table," thus described in the 1901 contract specifications:
Tables, extension, 3 112 x 10 feet, solid oak, round, drop leaves, iron
brackets, iron hinges, five legs fastened to frame with bolts, nuts,
and washers, and iron clasps on underside of tops to fasten tables
when closed, brass casters, set up single, tops burlaped. 64

Since there appears to have been no table in the crew's sitting room in the new
station, this table, capable of seating the entire crew when extended, must have
been for use in the mess room. Ellis Gray remembered it as a long table with
the ends "kind of rounded off," big enough to seat 10 to 15 men. There is no
record of a replacement before 1920. 65

Tablecloth. Tablecloths appear in the journals from 1886 on, identified
as oilcloth beginning in 1891. One or two were ordered annually at least through

61

Bearu, "Reaearch Report for Furnishing Plan: p. 7.

62

December 16, 1895.

63

Report of inspection, 7th District, May 15, 1934 (NA, RG 26, oopy in CAHA files) .

64

Quoted in Greene, HSR, p. 152.

65

Ellis Gray, interview, March 1&, 1988.
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1915. The oilcloth table covers available in 1901 were "white marble pattern, 1
1/4 x 4 yards" [45 x 144 inches], large enough to cover the fully extended mess
room table. 66

Chai.rs. An 1895 journal note-"scraping & varnishen the old chairs
dining"-indicates that the bow-back chairs from the old station iness room were
still being used in the cookhouse. Two of these were condemned in 1902 and
1904. Since there is no record of acquiring new chairs for the mess room in 1904,
they probably used there whatever survived of the 12 "office" chairs acquired in
1895, especially after another dozen office chairs for use in the new station
arrived late in 1904. As Ellis Gray remembered the station about 1910-1917,
the chairs were "shoved right up to the table all .pie time." Hard oiling or
varnishing chairs was an annual springtime chore. 6
Tableware. For tableware in use before 1892, see above under historical
evidence-1874 Station-Mess Room/Sitting Room.
When the mess room moved into the new cook house in 1892 the old mess room
supplies went right along. Not until 1896 did the keeper record the receipt or
condemnation of any dishes or flatware. Between 1896 and the end of the
Life-Saving Service period (1915) the following articles were mentioned in the
station journal: 68
received
condemned
butter dish
2
1
butter dish without drainer
1
1
bowls, soup
8
cups
22
14
forks, table
6
knives, table or dinner
18
plates, dinner
22
10
plates, soup
12

66

Station journal, March l, 1886; January 26, April 13, September 4, 1891; February 26, 1897; August 9, 1915;
Greene, HSR, p. 152. The station also received in 1904 two "Turkey'" or 'Toilenette• tablecloths, measuring 67
x 108 inches, with variegated stripes; since theae would have been too short and too wide for the meas room
table they presumably were used on some other table or tables (supplemental requisition for supplies,
September 28, 1904; station journal, November 12, 1904).

67

Station journal, April 28, 1894; March 25, May 20, 1895; March 31, May 10, 1902; November 12 and 15,
1904; April 19, 1906; May 21and23, 1907; April 22, 1908; May 26, 1910; Ellis Gray, interview, March 16,
1988. The chairs are variously referred to in the journals as cookhouae, dining, or kitchen chairs,
distinguished from others called station chairs.

68

Station journal, March 30, April 16, 1896; February 26, 1897; May 26, 1898; May 15, 1899; May 18, 1900;
March 31, December 10, 1902; January 22, November Ui, 1904; January 11, September 1, December 14, 1909;
December 19, 1910; January 26, 1912; January 9, February 14, 1914. Fourteen cups, ten plates, eight aoup
bowie and a butter dish condemned on March 31, 1902, were again condemned on November 15, 1904; no
reason was given for the long delay in disposing of them.
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3
22
18
30
3
22
2
1
4

salt cellars
saucers
spoons, table
spoons, tea
sugar bowl or dish
tumblers
vegetable dish
vegetable dish cover
water pitcher

1
2

The 1901 supply contract list identifies all the crockery, including water pitchers, as "best ironstone china"; the salt cellars and tumblers as "pressed glass,
plain, heavy, largest size"; the dinner knives and forks as "best shear steel,
rubber handles"; the table and tea spoons as "pure white German silver, not less
than 18 per cent nickel, perfectly plain in style." Cups and sugar bowls were
without handles. 69
The evidence suggests that in the 1904-1915 period Little Kinnakeet kept on
hand place settings for about 12 persons. When not on the table, the china,
glassware, and cutlery would have been kept in one of the mess room cupboards .

Lighting. A "mess room lamp," suspended from the ceiling of the cookhouse, served to light both the kitchen and mess areas. The one received in 1887
probably was moved to the new cookhouse in 1892 and was the mess room lamp
condemned and removed in 1899. One of two "hanging lamps" acquired in
November 1904 may have been for the cookhouse, since Ellis Gray, recalling
the station mess before the First World War, thought "they had these lamps you
could pull down." Hangin~ lamps supplied by the Service are well described in
the 1905 supply contract. o
Heating. The kitchen stove provided enough heat for the cookhouse in
the cold months and probably too much in the warmer months .

69

Greene, HSR, pp. 151, 154, 157.

70

Station journal, December 21, 1887; May 15, 1899; November 15, 1904; Ellis Gray, interview, March 16, 1988;
Appendix D, item 147.
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1904 Station
The new station building at Little Kinnakeet was one of four erected in 1904 on
·the Outer Banks in the "Bungalow" or "Southern" pattern, basically a square,
shingled, two-story structure with a three-story tower at the southwest comer.
Unfortunately, the original plans and specifications for Little Kinnakeet and
the other three similar stations at Ocracoke, Fort Macon, and Bogue Inlet have
not survived, although contemporary comments and suggestions for improving
the plans are still in the files of the Life-Saving Service (National Archives,
Record Group 26). With the help of these comments, scattered and sometimes
ambiguous notations in the station journals, later plans showing proposed
improvements, the memories of two local men who knew the station before and
after the First World War, and physical evidence in the building itself, it is
possible to define the uses of the various rooms and to identify many of their
furnishings during the Life-Saving Service years (1904-1915), to which the
building is to be restored. In the following section this period is emphasized,
although some information has been included on room use and furnishings in
the post-1915 Coast Guard period for the benefit of those who will interpret the
building to the public.

Porch
As originally built, Little Kinnakeet station was almost surrounded by an open
porch or piazza, interrupted only by the tower at the southwest comer. Besides
providing access to the front and west doors, the porch served mainly as a place
for the crew to relax when off duty. As Manson Meekins remembered from the
1920s:
.. .in the evening on hot days they would sit there on that porch and
try to get some southwest wind and they would-I see the old

fellows-remember, they were all old, the crew members-rubbing
and scratching their ankles with hair brushes to soothe the itching
from mosquito bites around their ankles .... 71

71

Manson Meekins, intemew, September 16, 1987. The men Meekins remembered as •01d• were probably in
their 30s to 50s.
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Ellis Gray remembered, from perhaps a decade earlier, that there were no chairs
on the porch, that the the men sat or lay right on the porch floor by one of the
three sets of steps. "I know one man," he recalled after 70 years, "who spent
half his life setting right there [on the top of the steps] or laying right there.
Fella named Joe Mary Williams ... .! remember, the minute he would sit down
he'd roll over-he chewed tobacco, a great b~ jaw of it, never seen him spit,
must swallow it-and he'd lay right there .... "
Although the door on the south side of the building, leading into the hall, is
considered the front door of the station, the crew generally used a door, no longer
existing, that led from the west porch directly into the washroom in the
northwest comer of the station. This entrance provided the most direct route
between the crew's quarters, the cookhouse, and the boat house. The door and
part of the west porch were removed when the utility wing went up in 1945. 73
In the station journals there are occasional references to scouring and painting
the porch or "piazzars," but no mention of porch furniture. 74

First Floor
Storm Clothes Room (Room 104). Also known as the "storm room" and "wash
room" (1912 and later), the storm clothes room was intended to serve mainly as
a place for the crew to leave their wet storm gear when they came in from drill
or rescue operations (cf. the "dry room" in the 1874 station), but the unidentified
writer of"Notes on the Plans and Specifications for 'Southern Stations"' foresaw
another use for the room at Ocracoke and Old Topsail Inlet [Bogue Inlet]:
It is suggested that as there is no washing place provided for the

crew (an omission that is now being remedied in many stations, old
and new), a sink large enough to take two movable wash basins,
with pump to supply the water thereto, be placed along the closed
end of the storm clothes room. 75

72

Ellis Gray, interview, March 16, 1988. Joseph M. Williams was on the Little Kinnakeet crew from 1904 to
1933.

73

Ellis Gray, interview, September 16, 1987: -ibe main door that was used most all the time was the one from
the west, from the kitchen.•

74

Station journals, September 18 and October 2, 1913; April 28-May 5, 1914.

75

"Notes on the Plana and Specifications for 'Southern Stations"' (Old Topsail Inlet and Ocracoke), typed notes,
unsigned, ca. October 1903 (NA, RG 26, L.R. 8242&'29), with accompanying sketch plans.

35

The drawing accompanying this document showed the end of a storm clothes
room with an 18 by 36-inch sink, flanked by a pump and a table (fig. 3). A similar
arrangement prevailed at Chicamacomico in the new station built in 1904. 76
That Little Kinnakeet's storm clothes room followed this revised plan is attested
by references to the "wash room" (1912) and to "fixing pump in storm room"
(1913), and by the district superintendent's frustrated efforts to replace the
"worn out" sink with a 30-by-20 inch, enamelled cast iron sink in 1917-1919. 77
Further confirmation comes from Ellis Gray, who recalled that there was "a
pump and a ... great big old wide sink right across ... the south end."
They all come in and washed up right there .... They called this a
wash room ...just a plain washroom ....That's where they'd go in and
all of them had their glasses and stuff, different glasses where they
drank out of.. ..Every man had his own towel. When he came out, he
had a little square box... plastic. He'd open it up, take his soap out,
wash his face and hands.... and if he had a washcloth he might want
to use that, or he'd wipe his face with his towel. And if it was dirty,
maybe sometimes he would wash it and hang it out. 78

In the old station the men used tin or paper [papier mache] wash basins, but
for the new station the keeper acquired four agateware wash bowls, at least two
of which ~resumably were for the crew's wash room. This type was still in use
in 1914. 7

Although Gray did not remember any hooks or anything hanging up in the room
he called "just a plain wash room," the persistence of the name "storm clothes
room" as late as 1923 strongly suggests that the crew did leave their wet gear
here to dry before putting it away in their sleeping room lockers. By 1933,
however, the men were hanging their rain gear in the loft. Physical evidence of

76

Bearss, "Research Report for Furnishing Plan,• p. l, 18.

77

Station journal, May 14, 1912; May 19, 1913; conespondence between Superintendent, 7th District, and
Superintendent of Construction and Repair, December 10, 1917.J anuary 4, 1918 (copies, CAHA files). In
August 1919 a -Sink collar for delivery pipe of wash basin• was bought to -put the sink in useable condition•
(Superintendent, 7th District, to Commodore Commandant, August 23, and station journal, August 28, 1919).

78

Ellis Gray, interview, March 13, 1988. It is 1111t always clear in Mr. Gray's interviews whether he was
remembering Little Kinnakeet specifically or some of the other Coast Guard stations where he served in the
1920s and 1930s. The plastic soap boxes are a case in point. Sears, Roebuck Company offered an •ebonoid•
soap box only as part of its ~ighest quality gentleman's toilet set• in 1908; by 1927 they were offering
celluloid soap boxes separately at 19 cents. It seems likely that in this case Gray was remem·
bering something from the '20s. The same may be true of the individual water glasses.

79

Station journal, November 12, 1904; January 9, Febroary 9, 1914. Agateware was enamelled tin with a kind
of random swirl pattern available in several colors.
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hooks or a hook board on the original tongue-and-groove walls should be looked
for when the later gypsum board is removed during restoration of the building. 80
The wood floor, walls, and ceiling of this room were oriNfnally hard oiled or
varnished; they were painted white sometime after 1912.
Post-1915 changes in this room included installation of "one lavatorie complet
for storm cloth room" in 1923 (described in 1933 as "one bowl with pitcher
pump"); laying a new floor in 1931; and in 1935 installation of a new pump
("Myers cog gear force pump R288, Fig. 1908, or equal") and toilet ("closet
combination, Standard Sanitary Co., Modernus F2186, or equal"). 82
The room underwent considerable enlargement in 1945. The south wall was
moved a few feet to the north, the north wall and door were removed, and part
of the west porch was incorporated into the expanded washroom. New fixtures
included two toilets, two showers, two lavatories, two electric lights, and
linoleum on the floor. Access to the porch through the washroom was lost at this
time. 83
After the National Park Service took possession of the station in the mid-1950s,
they divided this space into two rooms, the north room (103) containing a toilet,
bathtub, and lavatory, the south room (104) containing two lavatories. 84

Cook Room/Office (106). The evolution of the southwest room, the first floor
of the tower, is difficult to trace. In the original design for the "Southern Pattern
stations," this room was designated "Kitchen" and it appears to have been so
used initially at Ocracoke and Fort Macon. 85 At Little Kinnakeet, also, the room
was built as a kitchen, with a pump and sink under the south windows, a stove
on the east wall, and a glazed door in the west wall (as suggested in 1903) "for
the convenience of the cook, in going from kitchen to outbuildings, etc." Probably

80

Ellis Gray, interview, March 13, 1988; station journal, February 23, 1923; Greene, HSR, p.45. At
Chicamammico, there were hooks on the wall of the •storm clothes locker" for the men to hang their towels,
oilskin clothing, and patrol haversacks (Bearss, -Research Report for Furnishing Plan,• pp. 1, 18).

81

Field observation, 1988; station journal, May 14, 1912: "Crew engaged in hard oiling wash room.•

82

Stationjoumal, February 23, 1923; August 17, 1931; report of inspection, May 14, 1931; report of inspection,
October 24, 1933; Greene, HSR, pp. 48-49. In 1935 the old lavatory was connected to the new water tank on
the second floor; earlier it had drawn its water from a cistern underneath the station.

83

Greene, HSR, pp. 51-53; Donald, HSR, pp. 76-80.

84

Donald, HSR, pp. 76-80.

85

Sketch of proposed changes in kitchen and storm clothes room, c. October 1903 (see fig. 3); Superintendent,
7th District, to General Superintendent, April 14, 1909 (NA, RG 26, L.R. 102914); report of inspection, Fort
Mamn Life-Saving Station, 7th District, September 28, 1909 (NA, RG 26, L.R. 104966). In the latter two
soun:es, the space is called the cook room.
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to make it easier to clean, the walls and ceiling were covered with tongue-andgroove siding and painted a light buff or straw color, occasionally described as
"spar color." The double window on the south wall and single window on the
west wall are original.86
As early as December 28, 1904, barely three weeks after occupying the new
station, Keeper Hooper reported that the glass in the storm room door had
"broken all to peaces," having slammed shut when they opened "the Door in the
Cook Room Department" (he also called it the "Mess Room Door" in the same
letter) to clear the station of smoke from the stoves. 87 A 1905 sketch plan of the
new station labelled this room "K," evidently for Kitchen. 88 Additional references, such as "cook room door in new station" (1907), "pump in the old kitchen
should be moved to the cook house" (1913), and "moving pump from seting room
to kitchen" (1914) illustrate the variety of names applied to the room. In 1915
the district inspector reported that the flooring of the "southwest room on 1st
floor of station and of kitchen" [i.e.cook house] had worn through and needed
replacement. The following year lumber and nails were received "for repair to
the mess-room and the kitchen floors" and the crew laid the new flooring in the
"kitchen" on April 19 and in the "detached kitchen" [cookhouse] on September
25, 1916.89
All of this indicates conclusively that the southwest room on the first floor was
intended to be used as a kitchen/mess room, but how it actually was used, at
least before 1920, is less clear. There is no evidence that it ever served the
function for which it was designed; meals continued to be cooked and eaten in
the old cookhouse from 1904 until the station closed in 1954.
Remembering back to before the First World War, Ellis Gray recalled that the
room was then used by the men as a sort of extra sitting room, much like the
larger room adjoining it to the east.
....if you made a deep turn to your right as soon as you went out of
that little pump room [storm clothes room], you went into what was

86

Field obeervationa, March 1988; "Notes on the Plana...for 'Southern Stations,.. c. October 1903. The sketch of
the kitchen accompanying these "Notes" (fig. 3) places the sink and pump in the southwest corner, but
remains of plumbing indicate that at Little Kinnakeet they were centered on the south wall, under the double
window.

87

Keeper, Little Kinnakeet, to Superintendent, 7th District, December 28, 1904 (copy, CAHA files).

88

"Plot of L.S.S. lot at Little Kinnakeet, 7th Dist.," March 9, 1905 (copy, CAHA files).

89

Station journal, October 1, December 6, 1907; November 10, 1908; January 29, 1910; September 9, 1914;
September 9, 19, and 25, 1916; report ofinspection, October 5, 1912, January 15, and April 12, 1913, and
September 'J:T, 1915; Superintendent. 7th District, to Captain Commandant, April 29, 1916. In Donald, HSR,
p. 83, this room is identified as •Keeper's Quarters <Bedroom/Office)," a description better applied to Room
106, since there is no evidence that the keeper ever slept in Room 106.
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supposed to have been a kitchen-not a kitchen, but a mess hall,
mess room, but it was never used, not in my knowledge ... .It was
always empty. I was always asking-there are a few chairs sitting
around in ther&-''Why is that not used?" And they said "That's
supposed to be the mess hall, and we never used it. We got this mess
hall out here."90

Aside from a few chairs, the room contained no furnishings that Gray remembered clearly, although he thought it might have had a desk, a heating stove, a
sink, and a pump. As for the door in the west wall, he said: "I don't ever
remember that door ever being open the whole time I was around there. "91
There is no evidence that the room served as an office until after the Coast Guard
took over the station. By November 1920, the southwest room had become "the
Boatswain's office" and in May 1923 the station's telephone was moved "from
sleeping room of Officer in charge to the office." The room continued to be the
station office as long as Little Kinnakeet was active. 92
A "lavatory, enamelled, complete," delivered to Little Kinnakeet in February
1924, along with 6 feet of 1114-inch lead pipe and 24 joints of sewer pipe, may
have been for the office, since the crew's washroom had already received a new
lavatory the year before. It could have been installed on the south wall, using
the existing plumbing connections. This would have been removed in 1935 when
"the closet of the room now used as office" was fitted up with a lavatory and a
"Modemus" toilet. 93
The major building work in 1945 added a closet in the northwest comer of the
office, compensating for the loss of the closet turned into a bathroom. At the
same time linoleum was laid on the floor, and an electric ceiling light and a
radiator were installed. 94
Information is scanty on the furnishings of the office. Besides the telephone, the
keeper had a writing desk (1904), a revolving chair (1914), an "index desk tray
with cover and following block" (1918), an L.C. Smith Model 3 typewriter (1919),
and an "upright letter file" (1920). Most of these were in the keeper's room before

90

Ellis Gray, interview, 1987.

91

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988.

92

Report of inspection, November 16, 1920, and October 24, 1933; station journal, May 10, 1923, and April 28,
1936.

93

Advertisement and proposal for lavatory and pipe, U.S. Coast Guard, 7th District, January 19, 1924 (copy,
CAHA files); station journal, February 9, 1924.

94

Donald, HSR, pp. 83-85.

39

he set up his office in the southwest room about 1920. The telephone, a new one
installed in the keeper's room in 1917, was not moved to the office until 1923.
Window shades were installed in 1907, but no curtains were hung until 1920 or
1922. Later furnishings have not been researched. 95
Office supplies are discussed in the KEEPER'S ROOM section of the furnishing
plan (see pp. 82-83, 86-87).

In the southeast comer of the southwest room a trap door in the floor formerly
provided the only access to a small cellar (BlOl, pump room) about 14 feet
square. Its original use is unknown, but in the 1930s and 1940s it contained a
pressure tank on a concrete cradle and a gasoline-operated pump on a flat
concrete pad, replaced in 1945 with a new 220-gallon pressure tank and two
electric water pumps. Between 1936 and 1944 an exterior entrance was created
on the south side of the pump room, presumably eliminating the need for the
trap door. 96
Closet (105). In the "Southern Pattern" life-saving stations, the little room
opening off the kitchen was designed to serve as a pantry. At Little Kinnakeet,
where the kitchen was actually used as a spare sitting room and later as an
office, the pantry presumably was just a closet. In 1935 it was fitted with a
lavatory and toilet for the use of the officer in charge. In 1945 the space was
enlarged by taking about two feet from the adjoining washroom, a shower stall
and electric lighting fixtures were installed, and the floor was covered with
linoleum. 97
When he was interviewed in 1987 and again in 1988, Ellis Gray volunteered the
information that this little room contained "a flight of steps" leading to the
second floor of the tower. After speaking of the stairs next to the keeper's room,
Gray said:
But now there was another way you went in there. You went in here
[southwest room] and went through this door here and went through
here and then you went up a flight of stairs.
Q: You say there was a flight of steps from the ground floor to the
spare room?

95

Station journal, October 22, 1904; February 19, 1907; February 14, 1914; October 10, 1917; January 14,
1918; October 28, 1919; February 26 and November 15, 1920; January 19, 1922; May 10, 1923. A window
shade is visible in one of the 11Duth windows in a 1934 photograph (Greene, HSR, illustration 8).

96

Greene, HSR, p. 47; Donald, HSR, pp. 78-80.

97

Greene, HSR, 52-53; Donald, HSR, pp. 81-82.
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EG: Oh, yeah, here's where you went up in the tower ....
Q: I want to make sure I understood you. On the ground floor off of
that [southwest] room, you went in here and up the stairsEG: You went through there and right straight up and went in the
tower, go in the tower right up through there. 98

Since Gray's memory on this point was so positive, the original tongue-andgroove boards on the ceiling and south and east walls need to be rechecked for
possible signs of a stairway or ship's ladder to the room above, even though the
historic architect's preliminary examination of the room in 1986 did not reveal
any evidence of such a feature. 99

Sitting Room (107). Unlike the storm room and office, the big south room on
the first floor has plastered walls and ceiling (the latter now covered with
gypsum board), with a chair rail around the walls. There is a double window in
the south wall. Doors on the west side connect with the storm clothes room and
office, on the east with the hall, and on the north with the sleeping room .
The sitting room (more often called "setting room" in the station journals) did
double duty as a place where the surfmen could relax when off duty and as a
drill room where certain types of drill could be carried out more effectively than
outdoors. Ellis Gray remembered the men sitting around the stove in the
"recreation room," sometimes telling "some awful lies" about huntindb "sea
chickens," sometimes playing cards or dominoes or "that kind of stuff. "1
Manson Meekins, speaking of the late 1920s, recalled much the same sort of
evening scene:
Right outside the office was a large room where all the crew members would sit around at night around a pot-bellied stove and shoot
the breeze, and I, as a youngster, would listen to their tales of fishing
and hunting and rescue on the beach and other things in general
which it wouldn't be possible to relate on recordings. [Laughter] As
a youngster my ears were really burning on what they were saying.101

98

Ellis Gray, interview with David Wallace, March 16, 1988. In an earlier interview, September 16, 1987, with
Harry Sloat, Gray said that, from the room that was supposed to have been a kitchen (106], "you would tum
and go up a flight of stain up in the tower and up in the upper room.•

99

Donald, HSR, pp. 81-82. The walls and ceiling are covered with 1945 gypsum board, not removed during the
architectural investigation .

100

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988.

101

Manson Meekins, interview, 1987.
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Meekins also remembered the men having "a session of drills" after breakfast
and morning work details. "The crew members would get around in a circle and
have what they called a 'blue book/" he recalled, referring to the Life-Saving
Service's blue-bound book of regulations. Drills that were normally practiced
indoors included resuscitation of the apparently drowned, knot tying, and
recitation of coastal navigation laws and Service regulations. In bad weather
the men could also practice using the International Code of Signals and General
Service Signals in~ors; for this purpose the station received a set of miniature
tin flags in 1902.1
These uses changed little, if at all, from 1904 until the station closed in 1954.
Nor did the room undergo any major structural changes. Falling plaster had to
be replaced several times (1916, 1920, 1924 and later) and the floor was replaced
in 1931; the 1945 modernization gave this room linoleum, a radiator, and two
overhead electric lights. 103

Stove. Both Ellis Gray and Manson Meekins remembered the men sitting
around a "great big old pot-bellied stove," which Gray said stood in the southwest
comer, "right close by" the door to the old cook room. 104 Since there was no
chimney there (nor elsewhere in the room), the stovepipe must have passed
through the wall over the door and across to the chimney in the southwest room.
Such a makeshift arrangement is documented at Bogue Inlet, another of the
1904 "Southern Pattern" life-saving stations on the Outer Banks, so it could
well have existed at Little Kinnakeet. 105
Further evidence that the stove actually was in the big sitting room (107) at
Little Kinnakeet rather than in the spare sitting room (106) is provided by the
inspector's November 16, 1920, report that plaster had fallen "off of ceiling in
living room over stove"; of the two rooms, only the big room had a plastered
ceiling. 106 A very messily repaired section of plaster visible over the connecting
door may indicate where the stovepipe was removed, possibly when a steam
radiator replaced the stove in 1945.

102

Ibid.; stationjoumala. August 29, 1902; February 10, 1918.

103

Ibid., May 28-29, 1916; July 17, 1924; inspection reports, November 16, 1920 (Greene, HSR, p. 42) and May
14, 1931. The 1916 reference calla thia the "mess room•; the 1920 one calla it the "living room•; and the 1931
uses the term •day room.•

104

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988; Manaon Meekins, interview, 1987.

105

On January 16, 1915, the Assistant Inspector, 7th District. advised the District Superintendent of an urgent
need to correct •an unsafe lead of stove pipe• from the crew's living room stove -Uirough wall over kitchen
door to Oue in kitchen• chimney. The repair required -three elbows, stove pipe, gal{ vanized) 6", 45 deiuee
.l.Ilalc. and one thimble, Oue, 6" inaide diameter and 6" long.• At Bogue Inlet, the kitchen was in the lower
tower room, so the relationship between rooms was identical to that at Little Kinnakeet.

106

Report. of inspection, November 16, 1920 (copy, CAHA files).

42

•
•
•
••
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
-.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

'

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•"'
•
•
•
•
•
1•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

i

"

The stove that first heated the sitting room was either a Trojan 21, acquired in
1900; an Elon 21, received in September 1904; or a Trojan 25, received in
December 1904. Stoves received later, possibly for use in this room, were
Trojans (1913 and 1915). Both types were wood-bumers. 107
Chairs. The only furniture Gray remembered in the sitting room were
"heavy built" chairs, "strung around" the room or clustered around the stove .
These were undoubtedly some of the twelve "office chairs" received in November
1904 for the new station, later referred to as "station chairs" to distinguish them
from those used in the cookhouse, although both sets of chairs were probably
the same or very similar-light-finished beech or birch, with bowed backs,
spindles, and solid seats, as illustrated in fiWse 4. Varnishing or hard oiling
these chairs was a regular springtime chore. OB

Tables. "There was supposed to have been a big table in all of them
recreation rooms," Ellis Gray recalled, "but this one didn't have any." When
asked if there was a pool table, he laughed and said, "Oh, they didn't even know
what a pool table was in them days." Since he mentioned that the men played
games in the sitting room, they must have had something to play on, if only a
wooden box, but this sort of thing would not have been noted in the station
records. 109
Games. Ellis Gray was rather vague about games the men may have
played. He thought they played dominoes and checkers "and stuff like that" but
added that they mostly just "laid around... , they got so lazy they were too lazy
to even move checkers." Asked about cards, he first said that they wouldn't allow
them to play cards or gamble, but later he said that "they played some cards."110

Spittoons. Porcelain-lined iron spittoons were issued to the life-saving
stations. Little Kinnakeet received six when the new station opened. Three of
these may have been in the sitting room, as at Chicamacomico in 1918. 111
107

Station journal, February 15, 1900; September 20 and December 6, 1904; December 19, 1910; September 10,
1912; April 22, 1913; August 9, 1915. For description, see Appendix D.

108

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988; station journals, November 12, 1904; April 17, 1905; April 20, 1906; April 28,
1908; April 23, 1909; Appendix D, item 45. In the journals, before and after 1904, the terms hard oiling and
varnishing seem to be used interchangeably in relation to chairs, floors, and other interior woodwork. Annual
requisitions almost always included two or more gallons of boiled linseed oil; only occasionally were "hard oil
finish• or varnishes (spar or japan) mentioned among the supplies received. See Appendix B for journal
extracts relating to finishes used at Little Kinnakeet from 1904 to 1915.

109

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988. At Chicamacomico, in 1918, the recreation room had an oak table against the
east wall (Bearss, "Research Report,• pp. 2, 18.

110

Ibid.

111

Appendix D, item 120; Bearsli, -Research Report.• p. 18.
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Drill books and reading matter. At Chicamacomico, drill books were
kept in a locker in the sitting room and the station library books were in two
two-shelf bookcases or "lockers" ha11rng on the wall. There is no evidence on
arrangements at Little Kinnakeet. 1
Lighting. There is no specific mention of lighting in the sitting room, but
one of the two "hanging lamps" received when the new station was being
furnished may have been for this room, which was used at night and apparently
had no table on which to set the metal table lamps received at the same time.
Ellis Gray, however, thought they had a regular kerosene lamp that "stuck on
the wall or somethin;." Kerosene lamps were used until electricity came to Little
Kinnakeet in 1945. 1 3
Window Shades. Window shades for all the station windows were
received in February 1907; they were mounted on the face of the window framing
rather than within the window recess. Ellis Gray remembered that they were
green. 114
Curtains. The earliest references to curtains at Little Kinnakeet were
in 1920 and 1922, when a total of 29 window curtains and fixtures were received.
Since this was enough for every window on the first floor, two pairs presumably
were for the sitting room windows. There is no record of what they looked like
or were made of. Existing curtain rods and brackets probably date from 1945 or
later; shade brackets might be older. 115
Hall And Stairs (109). The front door of the new station opened from the south
porch directly into a narrow, dark hall. Straight ahead were the stairs to the
loft; doors to the left and right led to the sitting room and the keeper's room
respectively. Varnished or hard oiled tongue-and-groove vertical siding covered
the walls and ceiling of the hall and staircase. An electric ceiling light was
installed in 1945. Rubber treads on the stairs and a door at the foot of the stairs
are believed to have been installed by the National Park Service after 1954. 116

112

Beans, "Research Report for Furnishing Plan,• p. 2, 18. A partial list of books in the Chicamammim station
library in 1918 included mostly religious works (Beana, op. cit., pp. lS.16). There is no indication that Little
Kinnakeet received books through the Life-Saving Service's portable library program.

113

Station journal, November 12, 1904; Ellis Gray interview, 1988. When the room is restored, the ceiling
should be checked for evidence of a hanging lamp.

114

Station journal, February 19, 1907; Gray interview, 1988. The 1907 shades were 5'10" long and 3'6" wide. If
the surviving shade brackets are 3'6" apart, they may be the originals.

115

Station journal, Febnuuy 19, 1907; November 15, 1920 ("8 window curtains"); January 19, 1922 ("21 window
curtaina and fixtures").

116

Stationjoumal, May 14, 1913: "hard oiling.. .han•; Greene, HSR, p. 40; Donald, HSR, pp.82-83, 86.
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There is no information on furnishings before 1920; but the space is so constricted that there probably were none. If there was any fixed light in the hall,
it probably was a wall-mounted kerosene lamp .

Keeper's Room (110). As it had in the old station, the keeper's room in the
new station served both as the keeper's bedroom and as his office. Apparently
the original plan for the "Southern Pattern" stations called for a "glazed
door-panel" with the word OFFICE on it, which a contemporary reviewer
thought should be omitted "as unnecessary and inappropriate" since the
keeper's room was "not a public room." Not until about 1920 was the office
function separately housed in the lower room of the tower; from then on the old
"keeper's room" was the "sleeping room of the officer-in-charge." 117
The 12-by-14 foot room retains its original plastered walls and ceiling, now
painted aqua over "spar [straw] color." The chair rail, baseboard, cornice
molding, door and window framing are finished with a dark varnish or hard oil.
Sometime after the chair rail was put up, a piece was cut out on the north wall
to accommodate a flue opening in the back of the sleeping room chimney, to
serve a heating stove for the previously unheated keeper's room. This appears
to have been done after November 1912, in response to the assistant ins~ector's
suggestion that a "flue should be cut in chimney in the officer's room." 1 8
In the northwest comer there is a low closet under the staircase which probably
served as a "locker" for storage of clothing or office supplies. 119
On the west wall, between the closet and the hall door, a wood panel extends
above and below the chair rail. The shadow of a mounting plate indicates that
this panel held an instrument of some kind, but what and when is not known.
It may have had something to do with the office telephone, since the keeper's
desk was on that wall, although Ellis Gray thought he remembered the telephone on the opposite wall, next to the east window. The telephone in the

117

"Notes on the Plana for ...'Southem Stations,"' c. October 1903; station journal, May 10, 1923. In Donald,
HSR, p. 89, this room is identified as "Office• rather than as the keeper's room.

118

Report of Assistant Inspector for quarter ending September 30, 1912, quoted in Acting General
Superintendent to Superintendent, 7th District, U.S.L.S.S., November 21, 1912. The use of the term •officer's
room• is confusing, since 9keeper's room• was the usual name, but the context seems to indicate that the two
were used interchangeably. A room was reserved for the use of visiting officers of the Service at 110me
stations, including Chicamacomico, but there is no evidence that this was the case at Little Kinnnakeet. In
fact, Ellis Gray recalled that whenever a visiting official stayed overnight, the keeper would •move out and
tum his room over to him• (interview, 1988). On May 2, 1913, the keeper noted that the crew were 9runing
flue to kitchen• but there is no mention then or later of a flue for the keeper's or officer's room. Since the
kitchen must have had a flue already, perhaps the keeper meant to write keeper's room but wrote kitchen
because that was being painted at the same time .

119

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988.
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keeper's room was moved in 1906 and a new one was installed.by Southern Bell
Telephone Company in October 1917; the latter was moved in 1923 to the "office"
(Room 106). 120
When his father was No. 1 surfman (about 1905-1922) and later officer-incharge at Little Kinnakeet (1922-1925), Ellis Gray used to visit him and often
sat and talked with him in the keeper's room. As he remembered it, the room
in those days contained a roll-top desk and swivel chair on the west side, "next
to the stair" and an iron bunk on the east wall, just like the bunks in the crew's
quarters. He thought there might also have been a bureau or washstand and a
little stove. The bureau or washstand would have been the keeper's own
property.121
The station's medicine chest was usually kept in the keeper's room, although it
seems to have been brought out in connection with resuscitation drill. The
keeper was required to "retain possession of' the key to the medicine chest and
to make sure the chest was opened only "in case of need." Only once, in 1878,
was a keeper questioned "in relation to the removal ofliquor from the medicine
chest," the liquor being rye whiskey to be used as a stimulant for shipwreck
survivors. Little Kinnakeet received a new medicine chest "complet with medicine" in 1912. 122
Also in the keeper's room at some stations were the board, with hooks, on which
the surfmen hung their patrol checks; an 8-day clock; and a chart rack to hold
Coast Survey charts of the Outer Banks and North Carolina Sounds. 123
Window shades were put up in 1907 and curtains in 1920 or 1922. In 1945
linoleum was laid down, an overhead electric light fixture was installed, and
the ordnance locker in the crew's sleeping room was relocated in the northeast
comer of the OIC's room. 124

120

Station journal, March 29, 1906; October 10, 1917; May 10, 1923; Ellis Gray, interview, 1988.

121

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988. In the Assistant Inspector's report, 7th District, September 'J:I, 1915, he noted
that at both Nag's Head and Chicamammia> stations •a washstand, mirror, and crockery toilet set• were
needed for the •officers' room,• specifically for the convenience of visiting officials. Little Kinnakeet was not
mentioned, perhaps indicating that the keeper's room there already contained such amenities.

122

Revised &gulation• for the government of the Life-Savi11lJ Service of the United State• ..., 1884 edition, p.53;
Kimball, Organiza.ti-On a.nd Method& of the United States Life-Savi11lJ Service (1912), p. 20; station journal,
March 14, 1878; March 28, 1890; February 21, 1894; January 26, 1912. See Bearaa, "Research Report,• pp.
18-19, for a list of the chest's contents at Chicamacomico in 1916.

123

Bearsa, "Research Report: pp. 3, 17. The time detector clock mentioned by Bearse (p. 17) was not introduced
at Little Kinnakeet until 1917.

124

Station journal, February 19, 1907, November 15, 1920, and January 19, 1922;Greene, HSR, pp. 52-53.;
Donald, HSR, pp. 83-85.
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Sleeping Room (Rooms 112/113). The surfmen slept in a large room (about
34 by 16 feet) on the north side of the ground floor. It was usually referred to
simply as the "sleeping room," occasionally as the "bedroom" (1908), "surfmans
room" (1920), or "crew's sleeping quarters" (1933). A window in the west wall,
looking out on the porch, was removed in 1945. After the National Park Service
took over in 1954, a partition was erected toward the west end, dividing the
space into two rooms (112 and 113). 125
The walls and ceiling are plastered. On the north wall, where the original plaster
survives, the present white paint covers an earlier layer of yellowish-brown
("spar color") paint. 126 On the south wall, which seems to have been replastered,
the present color is pink and the underlying paint is yellow. The chair rail,
cornice molding, baseboard, and window and door framing were hard oiled or
varnished .

Lockers. A distinctive feature of the room was the row of eight, built-in,
wooden "lockers" or closets along the south wall, to which a visiting inspector
referred in 1933 when he wrote: "Each man has a good locker." These lockers
also figure prominently in one of two photographs taken in Little Kinnakeet's
sleeping room during World War II (fig. 8). When the room was divided in the
1950s, the five lockers in room 112 were removed but the three in room 113 were
left in place, minus their doors; all eight doors are presently stored on site, but
the tongue and groove walls of the missing lockers appear to have been disposed
of when removed. The original finish of the lockers appears to have been hard
oil (linseed oil), but the surviving lockers are now painted white; inside, the
white covers a layer of the same straw color found on the north wall. Each of
the surviving lockers contains a closet rod and at least one shelf. 127
Beds and bedding. The surfmen's beds were lined up along the north
wall, facing the lockers. The 11 iron single beds ordered for the new station in
1904 were each 6 feet 4 inches long by 3 feet wide. 128 One of these beds must
have been for the keeper's room. How many of the remaining 10 were in the
sleeping room is not known, although the 8 lockers suggest the presence of 8
beds. This would have accommodated the station crew of that time-six surfmen
125

Station journal, April 10, 1905; May 10, 1906; November 12, 1907; February 5, May 11, and September 2,
1908; May 14, 1912; March 5 and 23, 1920; May 10, 1932; March 11, 1937; Greene, HSR, p. 45; Donald, HSR,
pp. 93-97 .

126

The term •spar color" is derived from an inspection report of 1934, which complained that at Little Kinnakeet
•ceilings and sanitaiy spaces are still painted spar color" instead of the regulation white. Ellis Gray (1988
interview) remembered this room as being •straw-colored," but agreed that -they called it spar."

127

Donald, HSR, pp. 94-95; inspection report of October 24, 1933, quoted in Greene, HSR, p.45. The keeper
noted in the journal for May 14, 1912, that the crew were ~ard oiling.. .lockers in sleeping room."

128

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988; requisition for articles needed for the new Little Kinnakeet station, September 28,
1904 (copy at CAHA).
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and, probably, a resident cook-with one extra bed for emergencies. The other
two beds may have been put upstairs, for use by shipwrecked seamen or
stranded travelers.
Bedding ordered at the same time included the following: 129
16 blankets
11 mattresses
22 mattress covers
12 pillows, feather
36 pillow cases
24 pillow covers
48 sheets, brown

Apparently the crew had to make-do with old bedspreads or perhaps none.
Following an inspector's complaint in 1907 that "only three stations in this [7th]
District have white bed spreads," Little Kinnakeet requisitioned and, in March
1908, received 10 white "quilts bed spreads." These were replaced in 1915; by
that time all of the blankets, pillow covers, and pillowcases had also been
replaced. Condemned bedding usually found extended use as cleaning rags. 130
Typical surfmen's beds of the 1899-1904 period are illustrated in figures 5-7.
Window shades were put up in the sleeping room in 1907, but no curtains until
1920 or 1922. 131
No other furniture for the sleeping room appears in the station records, apparently confirming Ellis Gray's memory that "there wasn't nothing in there, only
plain bunks ...metal bunks." 132 The men must have had one or more kerosene
lamps, but these ma::t have been set on shelves or, as Gray put it, "stuck on the
wall or something." 33 The ceiling, now covered by gypsum board, should be
examined for possible evidence of a hanging lamp, not otherwise documented.

129

Requisition for articles needed for the new station at Little Kinnakeet, September 28, 1904 (NA, RG 26, copy
at CAHA); for a more complete description of beds and bedding, see Appendix D, items 1·10.

130

Assistant Inspector, 7th District, quarterly report, February 1907, and report of inspection, Little Kinnakeet,
February 14, 1907 (NA, RG 26, LR 96553); stationjoumal, February 14, 1907; March 4, 1908; December 19,
1910; March 4, 1911; January 26, 1912; April 22, 1913; February 9, 1914; February 1, 1915. Although no
replacement of sheets appears in the journal, this may have been an oversight, as they would have worn out
as quickly aa any of the other bedding. Ellis Gray, in his 1988 interview, said that •every man furnished his
own bed; they'd furnish you ao much bedding when you first went in and then you had your own blankets,
sheets, and stuff.• The evidence cited above seems to indicate, however, that at Little Kinnakeet between
1904 and 1915 moat, if not all, bedding was government issue.

131

Station journal, February 19, 1907; November 15, 1920 (8 window curtains); January 19, 1922 (21 window
curtains). Ellis Gray remembered green window shades (inteJView, 1988).

132

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988.

133

Ellis Gray, interview, 1988.
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Photographs. Since most of the surfmen lived within walking distance
of their duty station, they probably had fewer (if any) family photographs on top
of their lockers than their World War II counterparts (fig. 8).
A wood stove in the southeast comer provided the only heat in what must have

been a very chilly room in winter, with its four north and two east windows.
This would have been either an Elon No. 21 or a Trojan No. 25; a new stove of
each type was received in 1904 and a four-year-old Trojan was brought over
from the old station. A 36-inch square zinc pad under the stove protected the
·
floor from charring. 134

Ordnance locker. An "ordnance locker" was moved in 1945 from the
northeast corner of the sleeping room to the officer-in-charge's room (110). Since
Little Kinnakeet received its first ordnance (four rifles) in 1918, this locker
probably dated from then or later. 135
In October 1933 the assistant inspector's report on Little Kinnakeet noted that
the "crew's sleeping quarters downstairs were good but crowded for a shore
station." 136 He and at least one other inspecting officer (1912) suggested that
the second floor could be turned into a dormitory, but nothing was ever done to
relieve the crowding downstairs. In fact, a snapshot taken in the sleeping room
during the Second World War (fig. 9) shows double-decker iron bunks, which
must have doubled the room's carrying capacity.
In 1945 two hot water radiators replaced the wood stove, three electric lights
were installed on the ceiling, and the floor was covered with linoleum. The
137
division into two rooms, mentioned above, took place after 1954.

Second Floor
The upper floor of the 1904 station consisted of one large open room called the
loft and a small room in the tower next to the stairs leading up to the lookout .

134

Station journal, February 16, 1900; February 29, September 20, November 12, and December 6, 1904. At
Chicam11C10mico station, a few miles up the Banks, the men's sleeping room was unheated; the surfmen were
"kept chilly,• as Leroy Midgett explained in 1963, •so they wouldn't get cold when they were ordered out of
doora• (Beans, "Research Report,• p.4).

136

Greene, HSR, p. 52; station journal, October 20, 1918. For additional references to Little Kinnakeet's
ordnance, see the station journal for Aprill, 1931; February 1and24, 1932; and inspection reports dated
May 18, 1931 (inventory), and May 16, 1934, the latter noting that the ordnance locker was "kept under lock
and key.•

136

Quoted in Greene, HSR, p. 45.

137

Donald, HSR, pp. 94-97 .
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Loft (Room 201). From the first floor hall the stairs led up to "a big open room

with nothing in it... except a few things stored there," as Manson Meekins
remembered it from the 1920s. Although one inspector recommended as early
as 1912 that it should be "ceiled" and used as sleeping quarters for the crew,
and another in 1933 recommended that it be partitioned off to make three
storage rooms, the space was never partitioned and not until the 1940s or later
was a gypsum board ceiling installed. 138
There is little specific information on what was stored in the loft. According to
Ellis Gray, "they stowed stuff in it, like ... signal flags and all kinds of stuff like
that," some of it in boxes "under the eaves like a little bit." He did not think
there were any beds or bunks there before the Second World War, but a 1936
journal ent~ indicates that some "spare beds" were stowed "on upper floor" at
that time. 13 A 1933 inspection report provides a little more information:
Attic was unfinished but was fairly neatly stowed. Each man has
hook here for rain clothes. Rack was installed for signal flaro.
Should be partitioned off and three excellent storerooms made. 1 0

Some of the storm clothes hooks appear to have survived; there are two early
double hooks on the east wall and two single hooks on the west wall, as well as
screw-hole evidence for possibly five other hooks on the north and south walls.
The remains of a shelf on the north wall, under the dormer window, may indicate
the location of the signal flag rack. The tongue and groove walls are painted the
same "spar color" found at some locations on the first floor. Areas of black paint
on the north and west walls show where a fire ax and fire extinguisher hung,
probably in the 1940s and 1950s. 141
In 1935 a 40-gallon "galvanized range boiler" was installed in the loft, to provide
water for the two new lavatories and toilets in the washroom and office closet
below. Ten years later four hot water radiators and four electric ceilinft lights
were installed; the present flooring probably also dates from this time. '12

Spare Room (Room 202). The "second story tower room" of the "Southern
Pattern" stations, as originally designed, was essentially a store room with a
step-ladder in the center of the room providing access to the watch room or
lookout above. An unidentified reviewer of the plans and specifications for these
138

Manson Meekins, int.erview, 1987; Greene, HSR, p. 39, 45; Donald, HSR, p. 99.

139

Ellis Gray, int.erviews, 1987 and 1988; station journal, Sept.ember 8, 1936.

140

Inspection report, Little Kinnakeet, October 24, 1933, quot.ed in Greene, HSR, p. 45.

141

Personal observation, March 1988; Donald, HSR, p.99.

142

Greene, HSR, p. 48; Donald, HSR, pp. 98-100.
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stations made the following suggestions in regard to this room and the access
to the watch room:
p. 19 "Step-ladder to Watchroom." The location of this is deemed, in
this case, to be not the best for the reason that the corner of the
tower next the roof is the least usable part of this watch room and
of that below it; and also, to have it in the center spoils the last
mentioned room for any purpose except for storage. It is suggested
that this ladder be made a narrow stairway, worked as closely into
the connecting angle of tower with house as possible, preserving
proper entrance head-room, and enclosing it in second story so as to
render a trap unnecessary. [MS endorsement in margin: "yes"]
[p. 17?] It is suggested that, if the arrangement of stairs to watch
room ...mentioned be adopted, the room under the watch room be
better finished inside, for use as a "spare room," a chamber very
necessary and desirable for use by: any officer that may happen to
be detained at or near the station. 143

An accompanying sketch (fig. 9) illustrated the reviewer's suggested relocation
of the stairs to the north wall of the second floor tower room. The suggested
change was made, with the addition of a four-panel door:

•

[The Superintendents of Construction intend] to place such partition and door between the large open loft... and the spare room in
the lookout tower, for the purpose of cutting off the draught from
the loft to the tower, and of making the room tenantable at such
times as it may be used. 144
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This arrangement, with the stairs open to the room, prevailed until 1935.
Although it was called "the spare room over the office" (1920), there is no
evidence that the room was used for anything but storage. As Ellis Gray put it,
referring to both the second floor rooms: "They never had no beds nowhere in
none of these. This one [202] had no bed in it nor neither did that [201]." 145

In 1933 an inspector reported:

143

Unsigned typed "Notes on the Plans and Specifications for 'Southern stations,.. c. October 1903 (NA, RG 26,
LR 82426129).

144

Superintendents of Construction to General Superintendent, U.S. Life.Saving Service, May 25, 1904 (NA, RG
26, LR 85244). This letter was accompanied by a drawing showing how the door and partition would be
inserted and supported. See also related correspondence in NA, RG 26, LR 85745, May 23-June 11, 1904,
culminating in authorization "to have a partition with a 4-panel door, complete, placed in the Little
Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station, now building, to separate the spare room from the large open loft.•

145

Inspection report, Little Klnnakeet, November 16, 1920; Ellis Gray, interview, 1988.
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Room under lookout tower is not used but was cleaned and well
painted. This room could be made private by putting up a bulkhead
to allow a passageway to lookout tower. One or two men could be
quartered in this room and relieve congestion in the main sleeping
quarters. 146

Another two years passed and another inspection at Little Kinnakeet prompted
the following suggestion for the under-used spare room:
In connection with the repairs and alterations now in progress it
appears highly desirable to utilize the tower room on the second
floor. This room is approximately 10'3" x 13'2" in size, well lighted
and having a flue so that it could be heated and used for spare room
for visiting officers, etc., and at other times for CPO [Chief Petty
Officer]. At present the lookout entrance is through it, making it
unusable. By turning the stairs as indicated [on an attached sketch]
the tower entrance will not be through it and a very valuable room
added to dwelling. 147

Although the proposed change was made, reversing the direction of the stairs
to the lookout and enclosing them, there is no evidence that the flue was tapped
into to service a stove. Two shower stalls were installed, however, before the
station was deactivated in 1938. These were removed in 1945; at the same time
a radiator and overhead electric light were installed, and linoleum was laid on
the floor. 148
Like the first floor tower room (106), this room's walls and ceiling are of tongue
and groove siding, with no baseboard, but the wood is hard oiled or varnished
rather than painted.

Lookout
The top floor of the tower was variously known as the "look out," "lookout to we~"
and "watch tower," with the first prevailing in the pre-Coast Guard years. 1 9
It was thus described in 1933:

146

Inspection report, Little Kinnakeet, October 24, 1933.

147

Associate Civil Engineer, U.S. Coast Guard, to Commandant, April 20, 1935 (copy, CAHA). The described
change was authorized by a memorandum from the Commandant, April 24, 1935.

148

Greene, HSR, p. 52.

149

Station journal, October 10, 1906; April 16 and December 11, 1907; December 1, 1908; Januaiy 29 and May
18, 1910; October 10, 1917; Februaiy 4, 1924; Januaiy 21, 1932 (all "look out"); September 14, 1918 ("watch
tower"); September 11, 1934 ("lookout tower"; inspection report, October 24, 1933 nookout tower").
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Lookout tower: About 12' by 15'; best type seen in stations.... This
lookout tower is large and allows man on watch to move around and
have clear vision of surrounding territory and sea at all times. 150

The lookout has tongue and groove walls and ceiling. A superficial examination
of the finish suggests that the lookout was originally painted pink, then straw
color, finally aqua, but this needs to be checked more carefully. The trim,
originally hard oiled or varnished, has since been painted white.
The function of the lookout, as its name indicates, was to provide a high platform
from which the man on watch could survey both the sea and the sound through
a spyglass, noting the passing ships and looking for signs that any of them were
in actual or potential danger. The tower was manned 24 hours a day, the night
watches lasting 4 hours each, the day watch 8. Its furnishings were sparse· only
a telephone, spyglass, and time clock are mentioned in early records. 151 A
"flashing" or "occulting" signal light was installed in the lookout as early as
1910, when Little Kinnakeet received two "Alexander Milburn lights," carbide
lamps with parabolic reflectors. 152 Other equipment normally found in the look
out included the station thermometer and barometer and a pair ofbinoculars. 153
Undocumented, but likely, furnishings would include a table to hold the "rough
log" in which the men recorded sightings and other events of their watches and
a hand lantern for night use. 154
Although there is no mention of a heater in the lookout, there was a small wood
stove up there before 1945, when a hot water radiator was installed, along with
linoleum and an electric light. Since the man on lookout duty was supposed to
keep a constant watch, there was no chair in the lookout. 155
According to Ellis Gray, discipline in those early days was often rather lax;
sometimes the man on watch would come down out of the tower before he was
150

Inspection report, October 24, 1933 .

151

There was a t.elephone in the lookout as early as March 1905, and a new one was installed in 1917 (station
journal, March 3, 1905; October 10, 1917). Two spyglasses were sent out for repair in 1903 (station journal,
May 13 and November 26, 1903); a binocular marine glass was received in 1895 (March 9 journal), but may
have been for patrol use. One of the •2 clocks banner laver" received on November 12, 1904, was placed in the
tower; its main spring broke three years lat.er (April 16, 1907). Not until 1917 did Little Kinnakeet get a
Newman time detector •compleat with 6 keys, box of dials, key safe• (August 22, 1917).

152

Station journal, Sept.ember 8, 1910; April 16, 1912; April 8, 1916; August 22, 1917; May 21, 1918.

153

Bearss, "Research Report; pp. 7, 20.

154

"Lookout's records and equipment. Equipment good. Rough log neatly kept and signed by watches"
(inspection report, Little Kinnakeet, May 15, 1934).

155

Greene, HSR, pp. 52-53; Donald, HSR, pp. 103-105. There was no heat and no chair in the lookout at
Chicamacomico (Bearss, "Research Report,• p.7).
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supposed to. The time clock in the lookout was intended to prevent this, since
the watchman had to punch in every 30 minutes. Keeper Hooper of Little
Kinnakeet was not one to condone such behavior, however. When acting surfman B.C. Gray failed to answer the tower telephone because, as Hooper
believed, he had fallen asleep, he was promptly fired. 156
To Manson Meekins, son of a later keeper, "the lookout tower as it exists today
(1987] is just like it was then [1920s]":
I remember going up in the lookout tower quite often. f d go up there
and look up and down the shore of the Pamlico Sound; in the
wintertime you could watch waterfowl.... If they were hanging
around close enough to the shore you might take a gun and go up
there and hunt them ...even at 9, 10, or 11 years old. And they had
what they called a spyglass. It was a telescope type of a glass which,
as I remember, was about 36 inches long, which you'd slide the tube
in and out to focus it. And I remember a 3-mast sailing vessel coming
in there one day-as I was a youngster I had to stand on a box or
something so I could look out of the window-and this crew member
who was on watch this day let me look through the spyglass. The
ship, the sailing vessel, was on a tack... and it came right in to the
beach, so close that I could see people on her deck. 157

During and after World War II, Little Kinnakeet's lookout tower housed equipment to detect approaching enemy aircraft and seacraft. None of this remains,
though scars on the walls indicate where it was attached. Local men who were
stationed at Little Kinnakeet at that time should be sought out for information
on this interesting final period in the history of the station.

Utility Wing And Pump Room
The 1945 addition at the northwest comer of the station contained three rooms:
generator or equipment room (101), heater or furnace room (102), and a coal bin
(103). Mostly stripped of their original equipment, they are adequately described in the historic structure reports. The present study has turned up no
additional information on them. The same is true for the "pump room" (BlOl),
a little cellar under the tower, which contained a fi>asoline-powered pump and
a pressure tank connected with the water system. 8

156

Ellis Gray, interview, 1987; station journal, March 3, 1905.

157

Manson Meek.ins, interview, 1987.

158

See Donald, HSR, pp. 68-75; Greene, HSR, pp. 47, 51·53. The utility wing is slated for demolition when the
1904 station building is restored to its original appearance.
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FURNISHING PLAN
The Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station was one of the original seven stations constructed on the Outer Banks in
1874. It operated from 1874 through 1954, originally under the United States Life-Saving Service and from 1915 under
the United States Coast Guard. The colorful and dramatic history of the Life-Saving Service on the Outer Banks has
provided many stories of heroic rescues of shipwreck victims. These stories help to enrich the Cape Hatteras National
Seashore visitors' experience.
The existing station house was constructed in 1904; at the same time the 1874 station was moved adjacent to it, to
serve as an auxiliary boat house and storage building. There were several other outbuildings, of which only the
cookhouse stands. The setting and the surviving buildings make this one of the most complete life-saving stations in
the area.
The station will be partially refurnished to the 1904-1915 period with a blend of period furnishings and reproductions,
complemented by indoor and outdoor exhibits, an audio-visual program, publications, and interpretive demonstrations.
Since the local climate features high humidity and widely fluctuating temperatures, year-round atmospheric controls
in the restored buildings may be needed to protect furnishings, exhibits, and audio-visual equipment. Design of these
controls will require coordinated effort by architects and curatorial specialists.
Currently, there is no security system in the buildings, which are protected only by a chain link fence. Even with the
fence, the site has been subject to vandalism. Because of its isolated location, removal of the fence as part of the
restoration of the area may only make the site a more attractive and easy target. Since response time from the District
office may be 15 minutes or more at certain times of the year,even a security alarm system will provide only limited
protection. If the site is not staffed on a year-round basis, it may be necessary to remove the more valuable artifacts
during the off-season.
This report does not address the specifics of maintenance and protection of the furnishings. Maintenance guidelines
should be prepared as an addendum to this report as soon as as possible following the installation of furnishings. This
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report also does not address 106 clearances needed for structural modifications prior to implementation of the furnishigs
plan.
Issues of environmental controls, and electrical, security, and insulation needs are identified in the Historic Structure
Report (HSR) completed by the Denver Service Center in 1987. Neither this report nor the structure report, however,
identifies specifically designed systems to maintain acceptable levels of relative humidity, temperature, light, dust,
pollution, insects, rodents, fire, and security. Additional planning, therefore, is required and an addendum to the HSR
is recommended for this purpose.
Finally, this furnishings report does not address the staffing needs to operate and maintain this facility once the plan
is implemented.
·
INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

By the time visitors leave Little Kinnakeet, they should understand what it was like to live at this remote station from
1904 until 1915, when the station became a Coast Guard facility. In addition they should be able to describe some of
the equipment that was used in shipwreck rescues, and perhaps recount some of the specific exploits of the crew
stationed here at Little Kinnakeet and of the U.S. Life-Saving Service in general.
Three rooms will be refurnished: the surfmen's sleeping room and the keeper's room/office in the 1904 station, and the
cookhouse. Life-saving apparatus will be on display in the boat room of the 1874 station. Viewing these rooms will flesh
out to some degree the information provided by other media, and will assist in presenting the station area as if it were
frozen in time.

•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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OPERATING PLAN

The Little Kinnakeet Station is situated in a remote location several hundred feet off the main highway and about 10
miles from the district interpretive office adjacent to the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse. Consequently, it is expected that
it will be open for visitors only when it can be staffed with at least two rangers/interpreters. District resources will
determine whether the site will be open in the summer only or also at other times of the year.
In order to reduce the staffing requirements, it is hoped that visitors will be able to see most of the site on a self-guided
basis. In this way visitors will be free to roam throughout the site, while staff members will be available to answer
questions, provide interpretive programs, and attend to maintenance and security problems. Protection of the numerous
artifacts in the 1904 station, the cookhouse, and the 1874 station boat room may require fixed-point staffing, increasing
overall staffing for the site, or the use of see-through barrier systems.
The anticipated tour route will lead from the parking area south of the station complex to the front (south) steps of the
1904 station. Visitors will enter through the ground floor tower room, view exhibits in the sitting room, look into the
keeper's room, walk through the sleeping room and storm clothes room, and exit onto the west porch (see tour plan).
From there they will walk over to the cookhouse and view its furnished interior through the east door. They will then
walk around the north side of the cookhouse and over to the old station, where they can see some of the life-saving
equipment on display in the boat room. Ramps for the use of physically handicapped visitors will be needed for access
to the station porch and for looking into the cookhouse.
The surfmen's sleeping room and the keeper's room will be refurnished to show what they looked like in the 1904-1915
period. These areas will be designed for self-guided viewing, but may also be used by costumed staff members for
interpretive presentations. Furnishings exposed to consumptive use by interpreters in these two rooms will be
reproductions. The cookhouse will also be furnished to the 1904-1915 period, with see-through barriers for self-guided
viewing. In the 1874 station's boat room boats and other life-saving apparatus will be exhibited. Unless this area can
be staffed, some sort of barrier system will be needed to protect the apparatus, whether they are originals or
reproductions, since even reproductions are costly to replace.
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Personal services may include talks or costumed demonstrations on the U.S. Life-Saving Service and the crews of the
Little Kinnakeet Station. Additionally, guided tours of the station complex may be presented. If structural conditions
permit, visitors may be allowed, under supervision, to go up into the lookout tower. The existing beach apparatus drill
video tape can be presented in one room of the 1904 station. This audio-visual program shows in detail how one method
of life-saving was carried out at this and similar stations. It is also hoped that the live demonstration of the beach
apparatus drill will be conducted at Little Kinnakeet once a week during the summer season, further helping to bring
the station to life.

•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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··-·····························
RECOMMENDED FURNISHINGS
1904 Station

Sleeping Room
The sleeping room furnishings will reflect the last years of U.S. Life-Saving Service occupancy, about 1908-1915, when
there were shades on the windows and regulation white spreads on the beds. Except for these details and some degree
of "weathering" from heavy use, its look probably changed very little between 1904, when the building opened, and
1915, when it was turned over to the Coast Guard. The five missing lockers in room 112 will be reconstructed as part
of the structural restoration.
Since visitors will see the room in the daytime, the beds should be more or less neatly made and locker doors shut,
except for one that will be left open to give visitors a glimpse of a surfman's dress uniform. At times, costumed
interpretation will show them how the men dressed for drill and storm duty.
Since the men used this room mainly for sleeping and the sitting room (not to be refurnished) for recreation, there would
have been relatively few personal or recreational objects visible in the sleeping room, except perhaps around the stove
at the east end of the room. The room should look crowded but not cluttered; military discipline did not prevail here,
but the men did have to pass daily inspection.
When staffing permits, guided tours will enter the sleeping room from the sitting room and exit through the storm
clothes room, walking on a runner to protect the floor. When visitation is self-guided, door barriers with an interpretive
panel will allow visitors to see into but not enter the room.
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SLEEPING ROOM
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SLEEPING ROOM

Sleeping Room, Continued

Documentation

Recommendation

supplemental requisition for new
station, Little Kinnakeet,
September 28, 1904; station
journal, November 12, 1904; Ellis
Gray interview, 1988. See fig. 5 for
a surviving bed of the period and
Appendix D, item 1, for
specifications.

acquire reproductions.

supplemental requisition,
September 28, 1904; Appendix D,
item 4.

acquire reproduction, stuffed with
synthetic fiber. No mattress
cover is required.

17-34 SHEETS (18), 16 white, 2
brown (2 white sheets on each
bed, the 2 brown sheets, folded,
on locker shelO

supplemental requisition, 1904;
Appendix D, item 10.

acquire 16 modem white single
sheets, and 2 reproduced brown
single sheets.

35-42 PILLOWS (8), 20" by 30" (on
beds, propped against head)

supplemental requisition, 1904;
Appendix D, item 6; figs. 6 and 7.

acquire modem polyester-filled
pillows, but remove some of the
filling to approximate the flattish
look of the original felt-filled
pillows. Pillow covers will not be
required.

43-51 PILLOWCASES (9), 23" by 35",
white (one on each bed; one
folded, on locker shelO

supplemental requisition, 1904;
Appendix D, item 7.

acquire modem white pillowcases.

Object
1-8 BEDS (8), single,
white-enamelled iron, 6'4" by 3',
with woven wire springs (along
north wall, heads against wall)

9-16 MATrRESSES (8), 6'2" by 2'6"
(on beds)

•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Sleeping Room, Continued

Documentation

Recommendation

52-68 BLANKETS (17), gray (two on
each bed, tucked in; one on
locker shelf, rolled)

supplemental requisition, 1904;
Appendix D, item 2. In fig. 4 the
blanket is not visible under the
bedspread; in fig. 5, the blankets
are serving in place of spreads. The
"new pattern" blankets acquired in
1904 were partially replaced in
1910 with "army pattern" blankets.

acquire modern or reproduction
gray blankets similar to those in
fig.5. During warm weather, use
one blanket or none on each bed
and store the others.

69-76 BEDSPREADS (8), white
flannel (one on each bed)

station journal, March 4, 1908;
Appendix D, item 9.

acquire reproduction white
flannel bedspreads, 1910 style;
like those acquired in 1984 for the
restored life-saving station at
Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore.

77-78 HEATING STOVE,
wood-burning, "Elon" 21-inch,
or "Trojan" No. 25, sitting on
ZINC BOARD, 36" square
(against chimney in southeast
corner)

"Elon" and "Trojan" stoves arrived
on September 20 and December 6,
1904 (station journal); see Appendix
D, item 364, for "Trojan"
specifications; the "Elon" 21-inch
was similar (Menz, HFR, Sleeping
Bear Point Life-Saving Station, p.
235). Thirty-six inch square zinc
boards were used with heating
stoves (Appendix D, item 367).

acquire period stove; reproduce
zinc board; acquire modem six
inch stovepipe.

Object
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Sleeping Room, Continued
Object
79 SPITI"OON, iron,
porcelain-lined, 8 112" x 6" (on
board in front of stove)

80-81 BOWBACK CHAIRS (2), oak, c.
1904 (on either side of stove)

82 TABLE LAMP, metal, with tin
reflector (on shelf, east wall)

Documentation

Recommendation

supplemental requisition for new
station, Little Kinnakeet,
September 28, 1904; Appendix D,
item 120.

acquire period spittoon.

supplemental requisition,
September 28, 1904, for "12 office
chairs," more than needed for
keeper's room and sitting room;
illustrated in fig. 4 and described in
Appendix D, item 45.

acquire period chairs.

Ellis Gray thought the sleeping
room was lighted by a lamp "stuck
on the wall or something" (1988
interview); perhaps this was one of
the three table lamps ordered for
the new station on September 28,
1904.

acquire period or reproduction
kerosene table lamp (electrified),
as described in Appendix D, item
148.

see Appendix D, item 147, for full
description. Two hanging lamps
were ordered for the new station on
September 28, 1904, possibly for the
two largest rooms-sleeping room
and sitting room.

The ceiling (now covered with
gypsum board) needs to be
checked for confirming evidence.
If positive, acquire period lamp or
reproduction, electrified.

82 (alternative)
HANGING LAMP, brown or
brass finish, kerosene, c. 1904
(center of ceiling)
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Sleeping Room, Continued

Documentation

Recommendation

83 SHELF, about 16" long x 12"
deep, supported by japanned
84 iron BRACKETS (east wall,
under windows)

inferred from Gray's memory, cited
in 5, above; no physical evidence
survives.

construct shelf from 1" pine
board, finish like woodwork.

85-86 PHOTOGRAPHS (2) of young
women, c.1908-1915, in
87-88 period-style MATS, not framed
(on top of two lockers)

by analogy to practice in later years
(fig. 4)

reproduce two period photographs
and mats.

SURFMAN'S UNIFORM,
summer and winter (in locker)

"Amended Regulations relative to
Uniform for Employees of the
Life-Saving Service," April 5, 1895.
See also Menz, HFR, Sleeping Bear
Point Life-Saving Station, pp.
106-110, for a discussion of the
winter and summer uniforms worn
by surfmen between 1899 and 1914.

acquire reproductions of one
winter and one summer uniform,
as listed below and more fully
described in the "Amended
Regulations" (see Appendix E);
hang winter coat on wooden
hanger; place other clothing,
folded, on shelf in locker; display
with door open, and a glass panel
to protect contents oflocker.

Object
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Sleeping Room, Continued

Object

89

90
91
92
93
94
95

1

Documentation

Recommendation

WINTER UNIFORM
.QQfil, dark blue kersey or flannel, single-breasted, pleated and
belted, with plain black buttons; sewn on the right sleeve, midway
between shoulder and elbow, the emblem of the Life-Saving Service
in white silk or linen, and on the left sleeve the surfman's number.1
Trousers, dark blue kersey or flannel.
Bhi!i, cotton, dark (blue?)
Tie, dark (blue?)
Socks, dark
Shoes, black leather, reaching slightly above ankle, with leather
soles and black laces
.Qim, dark blue cloth, with black patent-leather visor; around lower
part of crown, a black silk ribbon with "U.S. LIFE-SAVING
SERVICE" in gold block letters.

A dress coat of this period, with emblem and number, and a matching pair of trousers are in the Howard K. Hayden Collection, on exhibit at Twin
Lights State Historic Site, Highlands, NJ.
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Sleeping Room, Continued

Object

96
97

98

Documentation

SUMMER UNIFORM
Jumper, unbleached cotton, extending 2 to 3 inches below hip, with
an open, seaman's pattern collar and open sleeves without cuffs.
Overalls, unbleached cotton, "loosely cut, fastened at the waist with
a draw-cord, to have a large pocket in front of right leg, and two
buttons on the flap." Although these overalls were prescribed for
summer use, some photographs taken at Outer Banks life-saving
stations between 1900 and 1915 show the surfmen wearing dark
winter trousers with white summer jumpers.2
Canyas hat, of white cotton drilling, with round top and rolling brim,
but no black hatband.

99-105 WINDOW SHADES (7), linen,
station journal, February 19, 1907
sage green (on each window,
including restored west window)

2

Recommendation

acquire reproduction shades,
5'10" by 3'6"; mount on existing or
acquired hardware on window
facings.

"Amended Regulations relative to Uniforms...." (1895). See Greene, HSR, illustration 3 (c.1900), and Bearss, HSR, Chicamacomico, Part II,
illustration 1 (1913). The same combination appears in photographs taken at Sleeping Bear Point station on Lake Michigan before 1915 (Menz,
HFR, Sleeping Bear Point Life-Saving Station, figs. 2, 6, and 10).
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Keeper's Room
While the new station was under construction in the summer and fall of 1904, the superintendent of the Sixth
Life-Saving District sent in a supplemental requisition for articles needed for the new station building (see Appendix
C). It is safe to assume that one of the iron beds, a full set of bedding, and at least one of the 12 office chairs was destined
for the keeper's room. A "writen desk" received in October 1904 almost certainly was for the keeper's use. Ellis Gray
remembered this as a rolltop desk, with a swivel chair, perhaps the "revolving chair" received in February 1914. Other
furniture, like a bureau or washstand, would have been supplied by the keeper himself. The room was unheated until
about 1913, when a new flue was run in the east chimney to permit placing a stove in this room. Window shades were
put up in 1907, but curtains were a refinement not supplied to Little Kinnakeet until 1920. A kerosene lamp provided
the only light until 1945.
As refurnished, the room should convey to visitors the simplicity of the quarters assigned to the station keeper, different
from those of his men only in the privacy he enjoyed and the presence of the minimal office equipment needed to keep
the records of this life-saving station on a relatively quiet section of the Outer Banks. The period specifically represented
will be about 1914/15, just before the Coast Guard took over the old Life-Saving Service.
The plaster walls and ceiling should be painted the light buff or straw color still visible under the present aqua paint;
the woodwork should be finished with a dark varnish or hard oil.
Because the room is so small, all visitors will view it from the doorway, looking over a barrier with interpretive panel.
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KEEPER'S ROOM
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KEEPER'S ROOM

Keeper's Room, Continued
Object

Documentation

Recommendation

1 ROLLTOP DESK, oak, ca. 1904
(west wall)

station journal, October 22, 1904:
"Received 1 writen Desk"; Gray
interview, 1988. See Appendix D,
item 4 7, for description of the only
desk, a rolltop, issued to USLSS
stations in 1905; no desk was listed
in the 1901 contract. There was a
rolltop desk in the room when Ellis
Gray used to visit the station c.
1912-1925.

acquire period desk.

2 REVOLVING CHAIR, wood
seat, c. 1914 (under desk)

station journal, February 4, 1914;
Gray interview, 1988. For
description, see Appendix D, item
46.

acquire reproduction chair.

3 STATION JOURNAL for 1915,
bound in grey or buff cloth,
lettered in black (on desk, open)

original journals, in National
Archives, Mid-Atlantic Regional
Archives, Philadelphia.

acquire reproduction of journal,
copy several days, entries by hand.

forms received in 1906/07 included
50 weekly transcripts, 5
appointments of temporary surfman
(form 1857), 8 wreck reports, 2
property returns, 2 articles of
enlistment (1803), 14 payrolls, 50
envelopes, and official stationery.

reproduce samples of above forms
as available in files at National
Archives. (RG 26). Filler papers
in pigeonholes can be mostly
blank.

4-5 OFFICIAL FORMS and
STATIONERY (in pigeonholes,
folded; a few on desk surface,
open)
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Keeper's Room, Continued
Documentation

Recommendation

6-11 WRITING MATERIALS,
including glass INKWELL,
wood PENHOLDER with steel
PEN POINT, INK BO'ITLE,
LEAD PENCIL, MUCILAGE
BO'ITLE, and piece of used
BLO'ITING PAPER (desk top;
blotting paper on open journal)

station journals, except for inkwell
and penholder, both necessary but
not recorded.

acquire reproductions.

12 TELEPHONE,
battery-operated, c. 1887
(mounted on west wall beside
desk)

the telephone "erected" on May 7,
1887, was repaired in 1890, moved
to the new station on December 8,
1904, and "moved.. .in Keeper
Room" on March 29, 1906. The
station journals do not mention a
new telephone until October 10,
1917.

acquire period or reproduction
telephone.

13 HEATING STOVE, "Trojan"
No. 25, wood-burning, c. 1913,
14 sitting on a ZINC BOARD, 36"
square (north wall)

station journal, April 22, 1913; see
Appendix D, item 364 and 367, for
description.

acquire period stove, "Trojan" or
similar model.

15 OFFICE CHAIR, bow back, c.
1904; hard oil finish (east wall,
in front of window)

stationjournal, November 12, 1904;
see Appendix C, item 49, and
Appendix D, item 45, for description.

acquire reproduction chair.

Object
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Keeper's Room, Continued
Documentation

Recommendation

16 SPITTOON, iron,
porcelain-lined, ca. 1904 (in
front of stove)

the supplemental requisition for the
new station, September 28, 1904,
included 6 of these spittoons; see
Appendix D, item 120, for
description.

acquire period spittoon.

17 CALENDAR, 1915 (on north
wall, over chair)

period practice.

acquire reproduction oflocal
calendar.

bed and bedding were on
supplemental requisition for Little
Kinnakeet, September 28, 1904;
location is as Ellis Gray
remembered it from about 1912 to
1925. See fig. 5 and Appendix D,
items 1-10 for specifications. The
bed should be made up, but not
with military precision (fig. 6).

acquire reproduction bed; acquire
reproduction or similar modem
bedding.

Bearss, "Research Report," p. 7,
citing Bernice R. Ballance, surfman
at Chicamacomico 1910-1915.

acquire period chamber pot.

Object

18 BED, single, white-enamelled
iron, c. 1904, 6'4" by 3', with
woven-wire spring, and the
following reproduction bedding:
19 MATTRESS, synthetic fiber
filling
20-21 SHEETS (2), brown
22 PILLOW, synthetic fiber filling
23 PILLOW CASE, white
24-25 BLANKETS (2), gray
26 BEDSPREAD, quilted, white,
56" x 87"(along east wall, head
against south wall)
27 CHAMBER POT, ironstone or
agateware (under bed)
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Keeper's Room, Continued

Documentation

Recommendation

Ellis Gray thought the keeper at
Little Kinnakeet might have had a
washstand in his room, but Leroy
Midgett remembered only a small
table and toilet set in the keeper's
quarters at Chicamacomico, c.
1924-1930. Agateware washbowls
were supplied to Little Kinnakeet in
1904 (station journal, November 12,
1904).

acquire period table and
accessories.

35 MIRROR, small, ca. 1880-1900,
in simple, rectangular frame
(over table)

period practice.

acquire period mirror.

36 RAG RUG, small, worn (beside
bed)

period practice.

acquire worn piece of the period.

Object
28 SMALL TABLE, c. 1880-1890,
pine, dark varnish finish, and
the following accessories:
29-30 WASHBOWL AND PITCHER
SET, agateware
31 TOWEL, plain white linen
crash or huck
32 BAR OF SOAP, home-made
33 SMALL DISH or SAUCER,
cracked or chipped, for soap
34 HAIR BRUSH (east wall, left of
window)

37-45 PUBLIC DOCUMENTS (up to 9),
including any of the following,
1904-1915 editions: (on top of desk)
mentioned in station journals.
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acquire period documents.

Keeper's Room, Continued

Object

Documentation

Recommendation

station journal, January 23, 1890;
August 4, 1908.

acquire period books and shelf
brackets; reproduce shelf.

Organization and Methods of
U.S. Life-Saving Service
Regulations, U.S. Life-Saving
Service, 1899, with amendments
Reports, U.S. Life-Saving
Service
Official Register, U.S.
Life-Saving Service
List of U.S. Vessels of the U.S.
List of Seagoing Vessels of the
U.S.
International Code of Signals
Directions for Restoring the
Apparently Drowned
Beach apparatus drill books
("Blue Books")
46-55 SHELF and up to 10 LIBRARY
BOOKS (north wall, left of
stove), including any of the
following titles received in 1890:

Bible (2 copies)
Index [Concordance?] to the Bible
Words to Christian Teachers
Christ's Testimony to the Scriptures
Children's Bread (2 copies)
People's Hymn Book (5 copies)
Sermons of D.L. Moody (3 copies)

•• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Keeper's Room, Continued
Object

Documentation

and one received "for the Library" in 1908:
Life of Father Taylor
and the following books in the Chicamacomico library, c. 1918 (from
Bearss, "Research Report," pp. 15-16):
Report of the Smithsonian Institution, 1884
The Miracles of Christ
Alfred the Great
The First Temptation
Round the World
Three Years in a Man's Life
In the Holy Land
Gospel Hymns(2)
Buy Your Own Cherries
An Alarm to the Unconverted
The Tempted and Tempter
One Thousand Gems
Immortality of the Soul
The Three Judges
Tales of the Ocean
Jerusalem
Spurgeon's Sermons
Christian Weekly Papers
Bible Blessings
Gospel of St. Matthew
Gospel of St. Mark
Gospel of St. John
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Recommendation

Keeper's Room, Continued
Object

Documentation

Recommendation

56 TABLE LAMP, kerosene,
metal, with tin reflector (on top
of desk)

Appendix D, item 148; Little
Kinnakeet acquired three in 1904.

acquire period lamp.

57-58 WINDOW SHADES (2), 5'10" x
3'6", linen, sage green (east and
south windows)

station journal, February 19, 1907.

acquire reproductions.
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1892 Cookhouse
As constructed in 1892, the cookhouse at Little Kinnakeet was a single room, approximately 16'4" by 18', functionally
divided into a kitchen at one end (north, since 1904) and a messroom at the other. The building had a door and window
on the east and west sides and a third window in the south wall. The doors and windows were screened as early as
1909 and again in 1911, when they were painted green. 3
The interior of the cookhouse was painted several times before 1920-in 1894 (ceiling), 1901, 1908, 1913, 1917, and
1918. The only reference to color was in 1901, when the crew "expended 12 lbs white lead, 1 gallon oil linseed for the
purpose of making the paint lighter and thinner, and expended 2 gallons of dark lead color paint."4 Existing paint
needs to be analyzed to determine and duplicate the lead color referred to, and to determine whether the interior trim
was the same color.
Visitors will look into the cookhouse from the east doorway, which will be fitted with a barrier containing an interpretive
panel.
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COOK HOUSE

1892 Cookhouse, Continued
Documentation

Recommendation

1-2 CUPBOARDS (2), pine, painted
the same color as wood trim
(one on north wall, left of stove;
the other on the west wall,
south of door)

in 1912 the "cuberds in kitchen"
were washed and painted; the
implication is that there were at
least two cupboards before the crew
built another "cupboard in kitchen"
in 1932. 5

study the two surviving kitchen
cupboards to see if they can be
more precisely dated; retain both,
unless one is obviously of 1932 or
1945 vintage, in which case,
replace it with a reproduction of
the earlier one, but keep the
removed cupboard in the park
museum collection.

3 COOKING STOVE, "Crawford
No. 8" or "Beaver No. 8-21"
range, wood-burning, with
single oven and reservoir (north
wall)

"Beaver" range received in 1903
was replaced by "Crawford" range
in 1906; later replacements in 1910
and 1911 were also "Crawford"
ranges (station journals); see
Appendix D, items 351, 352, for
specifications.

acquire period range and modem
6" stovepipe and fittings.

Appendix D, items 342, 350, 368.

acquire period or reproduction
artifacts.

Object

STOVE FURNISHINGS:
4
5
6

STOVE POKER, 26", 1/4"
iron, with rings and hooks
STOVE-COVER LIFTER,
cast iron, japanned
ZINC BOARD, 32" by 42",
oblong (on and under cooking
stove)

84

··-·····························
1892 Cookhouse, Continued
Object

Documentation

Recommendation

COOKING POTS AND
UTENSILS

see list of cooking utensils on pp.
49-51, above, and in Appendix D,
under HARDWARE and STOVES,
ETC.

acquire the listed utensils (period)

7 BAKE PAN, round, tinned steel, 6 quarts (111/4" x 2 1/2") or 10 quart
(15" x 3 3/4")
8 BOILER, cast iron, round, with cover, 3 gallons
9 BOILER, cast iron, oblong (17" x 13" x 10"), with tin cover, 6 gallons
10 CAKE TURNER, stamped, threaded handle, retinned, 4 1/2" x 3 1/4"
11 COFFEE OR TEA POT, agateware, with bail handle, 2 or 3 gallons
12 DIPPER, feeder, tin, hollow handle, 6 1/4" x 4" bowl
13 FORK, FLESH, 3-pronged, retinned iron, 18"
14 FRY PAN, wrought iron, "Central," 9" or 11"
15 GRIDDLE, oblong, bailed or handled, 16"
16 LADLE, deep, tinned iron, 3 1/4" bowl, 14" flat handle with hook
17 MEASURES (4-piece set)
18 MIXING PAN, stamped, retinned, round bottom, 10 quart (15 1/4" x 5
1/2")
19 PIE PLATE, tin, stamped, 10" x 11/4"
20 ROAST PAN, iron, seamless, handled, 11" x 16" or 17" x 17"
21 SAUCEPAN, enamel-lined cast iron, with cover, 6 quarts
22 STEAMER, tin, raised cover, 9"
23 STEW PAN, stamped, retinned, deep, 6 quarts (111/2" x 3 1/2"
24 TEAKETTLE, galvanized iron, 8", pit bottom(smaller items in bottom of
cupboard next to stove; handled utensils hanging from nails in wall
beside stove; tea kettle and coffee pot and iron cooking pot on stove)
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1892 Cookhouse, Continued
Object

Documentation

Recommendation

25 COFFEE MILL, "Sun, No. 29,"
"Union," or "Parker's No. 46"
(mounted on west wall by
window)

station journal, March 9, 1895,
January 26, 1912; contract
specifications, 1893, items 81-82;
Appendix D, item 59.

acquire period coffee mill.

26 MATCH SAFE, japanned iron,
large, self-closing, and
27 KITCHEN MATCHES (on wall
next to stove)

station journal, March 27, 1885;
Appendix D, item 87. A tin box for
matches was received on February
11, 1916.

acquire period iron match safe;
fill with simulated matches.

28 KITCHEN TABLE, hard wood
see above, p. 48; Appendix D, item
top, 27" X 42", with one side
49.
drawer (in front of west window)
TABLE ACCESSORIES
29-30
31
32
33
34

BREAD PANS (2), tin, oblong
(113/4" x 6 7/8" x 3 1/2")
BREAD SPOON, forged iron,
tinned, 18"
CUP, tin (for water)
FLOUR SIEVE, seamless, tin
rim, 12 3/8"
MIXING BOWL, yellow
earthenware, 6-quart (on
kitchen table)

articles needed for bread-making;
Appendix D, under CROCKERY,
HARDWARE, and STOVES, ETC.
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acquire period table.

acquire period artifacts.

··-·····························
1892 Cook.house, Continued

Object
35-36 SINK, cast iron, enamelled,
with or without legs (under
east window), and SINK
PLUMBING

Documentation

Recommendation

until 1914, there probably was a
dry sink in the kitchen, with water
carried to it in cedar water buckets,
but in September 1914, the crew
laid 52 feet of pipe from the cistern
to the cookhouse and moved the
pump from the "kitchen" (i.e., room
106) in the station to the cookhouse.
At the same time, presumably, the
sink would also have been moved
from the station to the cookhouse.
The east window location seems
likely, since the east side of the
cookhouse faced the cistern and the
sink had been under a window in
the station. When later flooring is
removed, the earlier flooring under
it should be checked to confirm, if
possible, the location of the 1914
sink and pump. The type of sink is
based on contemporary practice.

acquire a period or reproduction
kitchen sink of the period; install
with plumbing exposed.
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1892 Cookhouse, Continued
Object
37 PUMP, household (right of sink)

Documentation

Recommendation

station journal, September 4 and
15, 1914. The Gould "Challenge"
force pump received, along with 50'
of hose, in December 1904 and
repaired in June 1917 (described in
Appendix D, item 102) was
apparently used for fire-fighting.
The pumps needed to bring water
from the cistern to the sinks in the
storm clothes room and kitchen
would have been smaller lift or
suction pumps.

acquire period household pump,
similar to those illustrated on
pages 538 and 543 of Catalogue
T. Thos. Somerville Co. Plumbers,
Engineers, and Heating Supplies.
Washington, D.C., c.1919.

contemporary practice; cf.
arrangement in kitchen of Martin
Luther King, Jr., Birth Home,
Atlanta, where the drainboard, with
raised sides, slants down from the
wall to the sink.

check for local example to
reproduce or reproduce (making
necessary size adjustments) the
early 20th century drainboard in
the Birth Home, Martin Luther
King, Jr., National Historic Site.

contemporary practice; Appendix D,
items 26, 52, 116, 250, 302, 330.

place period articles in the sink.

38 DRAINBOARD (left side of
sink, supported by
north wall)
SINK AND DRAINBOARD
ACCESSORIES (in sink and
on drainboard):
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1892 Cookhouse, Continued

Object

Documentation

Recommendation

39 DISH PAN, round, stamped tin, with handles, 18" x 6"
40 SOAP DISH, hanging, agateware
41 BAR OF SOAP, Ivory
place on drainboard, upside down as if draining:
42 COLANDER, tin, with feet, about "12 x 5"
43 MIXING BOWL, yellow earthenware
44 DISH TOWEL, linen crash (modern)
place on window sill:
45 BORAX BOX (reproduction)

46 MESS TABLE, oak, drop-leaf,
extending to 10' by 3 1/2',
rounded ends, five legs (south
side of room)
47-58 CHAIRS (12), bow-backed, with
turned spindles and rungs (8
around mess table, 1 at kitchen
table, 3 against walls of mess
area)

supplemental requisition,
September 28, 1904; Appendix D,
item 48.

acquire period table; reproduce
leaves, if necessary; display
extended to about 6 feet.

Ellis Gray interview, 1988;
Appendix D, item 45.

acquire period or reproduction
chairs; apply light hard oil finish.
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1892 Cookhouse, Continued
Documentation

Recommendation

59 TABLECLOTH, oilcloth, white
marble pattern (on mess table)

in 1904 Little Kinnakeet received "2
table cloths, turkey," described in
the contract specifications as
"Toilenette, with variegated stripes,
67" x 3 yards, ends hemmed."
Before and after this all tablecloths
received were oilcloth, described in
the specifications (Appendix D, item
51) as "white marble pattern, 1 114
x 4 yards"; see fig. 11.

acquire reproduction oilcloth.

TABLE SETTING (on mess
table):

station journals; Appendix D, under
Crockery and Hardware; fig. 11
(1899 photograph from Otis, The
Life Savers)

acquire period dishes, glassware,
and eating utensils; set table for 8
for mid-day meal of soup, fish,
potatoes, bread, pie, and coffee.

Object
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1892 Cookhouse, Continued
Object

Documentation

Recommendation

60-67 SOUP PLATES (8), 10", white ironstone
68-75 DINNER PLATES (8), 10", white ironstone
76-91 COFFEE CUPS and SAUCERS (8), white ironstone, cups without
handles
92 MILK PITCHER, 1-quart, white ironstone
93 WATER PITCHER, 11/2 to 3-quart, white ironstone
94 SUGAR BOWL, white ironstone, with cover, but without handles
95 BUTTER DISH, 5", white ironstone, with cover and drainer
96 VEGETABLE DISH, 10", white ironstone, with cover
97 PLATTER, oval, 14", white ironstone
98-105 TUMBLERS (8), plain pressed glass, large
106-107 SALT CELLARS (2), pressed glass, plain, extra heavy, large
108 PEPPER BOX, tin, round, 2 1/4" x 3 1/2"
109-124 KNIVES and FORKS (8 sets), steel, the knives with hard rubber handles
125 SERVING SPOON, German silver ("albata")
126-133 TEASPOONS (8), German silver ("albata")
134 HANGING LAMP, kerosene
(suspended from ceiling over
mess table), "brown or brass
finish, length 29 inches, with
metal rings, 1-quart metal font,
central draught, with chimney,
burner, smoke bell and tin
shade"
135-144 CLOTHES HOOKS (10),
japanned (on wood strip near
door)

a "mess room lamp" at Little
Kinnakeet was condemned and
removed in 1899 (journals, May 15
and August 7, 1899); two hanging
lamps were received on November
12, 1904 (journal). Ellis Gray
thought they had "these lamps you
could pull down" (interview, 1988).
Appendix D, item 147.

examine ceiling for evidence of
lamp placement; acquire period or
reproduction lamp, electrified,
with bulb simulating appearance
of kerosene burner.

common usage.

acquire period hooks.
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1892 Cookhouse, Continued
Documentation

Recommendation

145 SPITTOON, iron,
porcelain-lined (beside stove)

supplemental requisition,
September 22, 1904; Appendix D,
item 120.

acquire period spittoon.

146 CALENDAR, 1915 (on south
wall)

figure 11.

acquire reproduction oflocal
calendar.

147 WOOD BOX and
148 STOVE WOOD

Bearss, "Research Report," pp. 7-8;
station journal, January 22, 1906;
"split pine wood"; Bearss, "Research
Report," p. 10.

fabricate box; acquire wood.

Object
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Figure 1

Plans of the first and second floors of the 1874 station,
with pantry addition. Detail from "Plan of Ten U.S.
Life-Saving Stations in the Sixth District. Stations of
1874." National Archives. Record Group 26 (copy at
Cape Hatteras National Seashore).
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Figure 2

Little Kinnakeet Life-Saving Station, c.1893, showing
the Beebe McClellan open surfboat that served the
station from 1885 to 1903. Through the open messroom
window can be seen the top of a typical bowback station
chair. Keeper Hooper and his crew are (more or less) in
winter uniform. Cape Hatteras National Seashore collection.
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Figure 3

"Sketch illustrating suggestions relative to outside door
in kitchen and to crew's washing place in storm clothes

room," from "Notes on the Plans and Specifications for
'Southern Stations,'" c.October 1903, National Archives, Record Group 26, L.R. 82426/29. While the
suggestions specifically related to Bogue Island and
Ocracoke stations, the sketch may reflect conditions at
Little Kinnakeet, built to the same pattern.
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Figure 4

Boathouse interior, from James Otis, The Life Savers.
A Story of the United States Life-Saving Service (New
York: Dutton, 1899), p. 69. Note the government-issue
bowback station chairs; the same type was used at
Little Kinnakeet.
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Figure 5

Extant regulation iron bed, acquired for Sleeping Bear
Point Life-Saving Station, Michigan, in 1901. Similar
beds were ordered in 1904 for the new station at Little
Kinnakeet. Photograph taken about 1982, Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.
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Figure 6

A comer of the surfmen's sleeping quarters in an unnamed life-saving station, illustrated in James Otis,
The Life Savers (1899), p. 250. Note particularly the
white bedspreads and the exposed pillows.
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Figure 7

Another sleeping room, in a life-saving station on Cape
Cod, illustrated in J.W. Dalton, The Life Savers of Cape
Cod (Boston: Barta Press, 1902). Note the absence of
white bedspreads and pillowcases.
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Figure 8

"The girls they left behind," on top of the surfmen's
lockers in the sleeping room, Little Kinnak.eet Coast
Guard Station, about 1942-1945. Note the ventilation holes over each locker. Photograph owned by
Mr. William Barger, Avon, North Carolina, who was
stationed at Little Kinnakeet when the photograph
was taken.

Figure 9

Double-decker iron beds in the sleeping room, Little
Kinnakeet Coast Guard Station, during World War II.
Photograph owned by Mr. William Barger, Avon, North
Carolina.
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Figure 10

Sketches showing proposed relocation of stairs from
spare room to lookout or watch room, attached to "Nates
on the Plans and Specifications for 'Southern Stations,'"
c. October 1903, National Archives, Record Group 26,
L.R. 82426/29. The proposed changes were adopted.
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Figure 11

Messroom scene in an unnamed life-saving station,
from James Otis, The Life Savers (1899), p. 249. Little
Kinnakeet had a similar rounded-end extension table,
covered with oilcloth.
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APPENDIX A
LI'ITLE KINNAKEET'S BOATS
Unless otherwise noted, information on the boats
comes from the station journals under the dates mentioned in the text.

Surfboats
1.

Surfboat, no description

ca. 1874-1887

Referred to in inspection report, District 6, October
1878; poor condition noted in October 1883 inspection
report: "Plank next to garboard split, 2 timbers and
bow seat in boat broken"; probably disposed of after
"receiven considerable damage" in the hurricane of
August 20, 1887, the storm "carrying the old surfboat
about 125 yards from under the trees where she was
[stored?]"
2.

Beebe open surfboat

1885-1906

On February 12, 1885, Keeper Hooper "boarded the
Steamer Hamilton at 7 a.m. and received the boat
belongen to this station." The new boat was evidently
stored in the boat house rather than in the station boat
room, since the angle of the "Boathouse platform" had
to be altered to obviate "the difficulty experienced in

getting the boat out and in, in consequence of the prow
striking ceiling" (L.O. Wissman, Assistant Superintendent of Construction, November 23, 1885, quoted
in Greene, HSR, p.19).
In 1897 this "Beebe (ordinary)" surfboat was erroneously reported as being a "Jersey boat" (inspection report, September 30, 1897). A year later it was
described as in "poor condition," with leaky tanks; in
1902 its condition was so bad that the inspector
reported a new boat was needed (inspection reports,
May 17, 1898, and October 15, 1902). Replaced with
a self-bailing Beebe-McLellan surfboat in 1903, the
old open boat sat "outside the station exposed to
weather and nothing on hand to keep her from being
exposed" (journal, January 14, 1903).

Later that year (October 26, 1903) the crew put the
old open boat "on the bank of the beach for drilling
purposes." After a second self-bailing boat was acquired for Little Kinnakeet in 1904, the open boat was
stored in the old station boat room until, after being
condemned as "worthless" except for her 12 "good
brass row locks," she was sold to F.L. Scarborough for
$6.25 in September, 1906 (journal, November 22,
1904, and September 5, 1906).
The open Beebe surfboat appears in a photograph
taken at Little Kinnakeet in the 1890s (Greene, HSR,
illustration 1).

··-·····························
3.

Beebe-McLellan self-bailing surfboat

1903-c.1915

Little Kinnakeet's third surfboat arrived by transfer
from Cape Hatteras Life-Saving Station on January
2, 1903. Already a fairly old boat (Model 1892), she
was described in the keeper's journal as "in bad order,"
but he made her "ready for service by putting the new
drag line and new trip line that was on hand, and life
lines and righting lines from old whip on hand" Gournal, January 14, 1903). This boat was kept in the boat
room of the old station until November 1904; thereafter it was kept in the new boat house Gournal,
November 22, 1904). Although Little Kinnakeet
received a new surfboat in October 1904 (see 4, below),
the "old" Beebe-McLellan self-bailing surfboat was
used alternately with the new boat for drills until
1914. In December 1914 the assistant inspector for
the 7th District reported that he had held a board of
survey on Little Kinnakeet's "Beebe-McLellan surf
boat No.18." How and when the boat was disposed of
is not known.
4.

Beebe-McLellan self-bailing surfboat
with sail

1904-c.1935

On September 21, 1904, the Assistant Inspector, 7th
District, requested for Little Kinnakeet station "a
Beebe-McLellan self-bailing water-ballast surfboat,
with centerboard and sails" (NA, RG 26, L.R. 87320).
Despite an initial negative response, just a month
later (October 22, 1904) Acting Keeper O.J.Gray
recorded in the station journal the receipt of "1 Mc-

Lellan Self Bailing Surf Boat," with the following
accessories:

fenders cork 4 inch
8 rowlock plates
1 hasp. gun metal
1 mast spruce
2 sprits spruce
10 oars ash
6 righting lines with 6
wooden floats
1 pin brass
24 thole pins wood
10 rowlocks gun metal
2 pump spears
2 shrouds

1 sailjib
halyards for sprit and
jib
cover for sail
2 sheets
1 anchor 30 lbs
20 fathom 1 inch
manila
2 belaying pins brass
2 straps for sprits
2 blocks angle 3 inch
11 mast hoops, 1 with
gunmetal
1 wrench wooden
1 sail sprit

Surfboat 633, as she was known after June 24, 1916,
appears to have been Little Kinnakeet's only surfboat
during the 1920s and into the 1930s. Sometime between October 1932 and May 1933, a new surfboat,
No. 4098, arrived and No. 633's days were numbered.
"This boat is old and heavy and should be condemned,"
reported the Assistant Inspector on October 24, 1933.
In a memorandum to the Inspector in Chief, January
1, 1934, Keeper Brady noted that "S-B Surfboat No.
633 is not seaworthy and will be brought to the attention of the District Commander." Further search in

the station journals would probably reveal the date of
disposal.

6.

Beebe-McLellan self-bailing surtboat [?]

1932/33-?

Little Kinnakeet's last surfboat arrived between October 1932 and May 1933, "new and in very good
condition," according to Inspector McCabe (December
7, 1933). When the beach boat house was taken down
in December 1936, this boat was moved into the old
station boat room. Her subsequent history has not
been documented.

Surtboat 633 must be one of the two surtboats in a
photograph taken in front of the Little Kinnakeet boat
house (Greene, HSR, illus. 6). Since it shows the boats
with dark bottoms, this photograph was taken after
May 1916 when the crew painted the boat bottoms
green.
5.

Self-bailing surlboat No. 4098

1915-?

On February 8, 1915, the keeper at Little Kinnakeet
noted that he had "received surf boat from Manteo by
mail from Capt C.H. Taler [sp?] in bad condition." It
is unclear whether this means that the condemned
boat (3, above) had been sent to Manteo to be repaired
or that Little Kinnakeet was being given a used boat
to replace the old one. Whatever the case, there were
still two surlboat.s at the station on May 20, 1916,
when the crew painted "surfboats bottoms with green
paint." One of the two dark-bottomed surfboats
shown in front of Little Kinnakeet boat house (Greene,
HSR, illus. 6) must be this boat; the other would be
the boat received in 1904 (see 4, above).

Supply Boats
1.

Supply skiff

1900-about 1913

Little Kinnakeet received most supplies by water, on
the Pamlico Sound side. The station may have had its
own small supply boat from the beginning, since the
"landing house" at the landing place on Boat Creek, a
half mile south of the village ofKinnakeet (presently
Avon), had to be rebuilt after the August 1899 hurricane. The following June, Keeper Hooper noted in
the station journal the receipt of "1 supply skiff and
hir outfit." In May 1902 the crew painted the supply
skiff, "inside and outside" and in September 1903 they
hauled her "up on the beach at the landing place" in
anticipation of a storm that nearly destroyed her
anyway. Receipt of a new supply skiff in 1913

··-·····························
nakeet on March 4, 1913, and was kept at the landing
place on Boat Creek until she was replaced about
1923.2

presumably meant that the old one was disposed of
about the same time. 1
2.

Supply skiff

1913-about 1923
3.

OnJanuary9, 1913, thegeneralsuperintendentofthe
Life-Saving Service authorized purchase of a supply
boat for Little Kinnakeet, a skiff"23'6" long, 6'5" beam,
18" deep, equipped with main sail, jib, mast, anchor,
cable, row locks." The new skiff reached Little Kin-

Motor supply skiff No. 2110

about 1923-1938

Originally a sailing skiff, built in 1923, No. 2110
probably came to Little Kinnakeet as a new boat,
certainly before 1929 when the crew renewed her
paint. She was rebuilt as a motor boat in 1932.3

1

Little Kinnakeet Station journal, November 2, 1899; June 26, 1900; May 2, 1902; September 15, 1903; March 4, 1913.

2

General Superintendent to Superintendent, 7th District, January 9, 1913 (NA, RG 26, correspondence (field copies) of 7th
District); Little Kinnakeet Station journal, March 4, 1913. Manson Meekins (interview, September 16, 1987) recalled from the
early 1920s that boats for use on Pamlico Sound were kept at the landing on Boat Creek.

3

Inspection reports, Little Kinnakeet Station, April 23, 1929; October 22, 1932; Little Kinnakeet Station journal, July 7, 1932.
This boat's history has not been traced past 1934.
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There are numerous references in the station journals, before and after the new station was activated
in 1904, to the crew's being "engaged" in painting,
hard oiling, or varnishing the buildings, boats and
beach apparatus, and furniture at Little Kinnakeet.
To help in establishing the proper finishes to be used
in the restored station of 1904-1915, references to
these activities and to supplies connected with them
are presented here, along with Ellis Gray's comments
on wall and wood finishes at Little Kinnakeet before
1925, as he remembered them in 1988.

A.

References in the Little Kinnakeet journals,
1885-1916, to crew work projects involving
painting, varnishing, and oiling wood surfaces
1885 03/31
04/03

painting the mess room
painting the keeper's room

1889 03/27
04/02

varnishing the lean to walls
varnishing the sleeping room

1890 04/17
04/18
12/02

1891 04/02
04/22
04123
04124
1892 02/01
04/05
04/14
1893 04/03
04/05

painting the cots and boat carriage
varnishing the boat gunwails oars
and in the pashed of the station
painting the new work [water
tank house] and the windows
facing in the mess room
varnishen the lyle gun carriage
and sand anchor and so forth
varnishing the station rooms and
oars and so forth
whitewashing the outhouses
painting the life car and the
metallic equipment
whitewashing oil house and
provision house
varnishing the dry room panter
and passage of the leanto
cleaning the chairs and varnishen
them
varnishing the boat room
whitewashing the oil house and
provision house and painting the
cook house windows

··-·····························

---------------------------------------------

04/06
04/07
04/14
04/16

1-l

to.:>

01

varnishing the leanto
painting the boat carriage and the
beach apparatus cart
painting the station
painting water tank and
whitewashing the provishion
house and oil house and varnishen the leanto pashed

1894 03/14,
03/20
04/16

painting the ceiling of the cook
house
varnishing leanto pashed

1895 05/14
05/15
05/20

painting the setting room walls
varnishen the chairs
scraping & varnishen the old
chairs dining

1897 03/09

painting the station chimney in
side of station
varnishing the leanto passage
painting the cots

04/06
05/07
1901 03/18
05/10
12/18,
12/19

painting signals lanterns and
patrol lanterns
varnishing the surf boats gunwales, oars and leanto passage
painting the cookhouse inside

1902 05/10
05/12

-----··

------

------

varnishen the chairs kitchen
scouring and varnishing the writting desk

New Station
1905 04/17
04/27
05/18

varnishen the station floors and
new chairs
painting life car
painting boat wagon

1906 04/20

varnishing station floors and
chairs

1907 05/21
05/23

varnishing cook house chairs
scraping the kitchen table and
varnishing the chairs

1908 04/20
04/22

painting cook house inside
cleaning kitchen chairs for varnishing
varnishing station chairs
painting the old self bailing BB
drill boat

04/28
05/10
1909 04/23
AprilMay

varnishing station chairs
painting station and boat house

1910 05/16
05/17
05/18
05/21
05/26
1911 05/17
09/12
1-l
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1912 04/02
05/06
05/07
05/14
1913 05/05,
05/07
05/08

varnishing inside station & painting windows and doors frames
kitchen
hard oiling siting room hall &
keeper room
painting old boat carrage & the
newcarrage
oiling chairs

cleaning up chairs getting them
ready for oiling
cleaning up our old surf boat and
painting her allso oiling owers
and chairs
varnishing uper and lower steps
of Lookout
washing off white paint in poarch
& banersting
washing and varnishing cook
house chairs

1914 01/15
04/18

hard oiling chairs
fitting screens to windows & doors
of kitchen and painting them. Expended... 2 lbs of green paint

0412805/07
05/13
05/22

washing out cuberds in kitchen
redy for painting
scouring of walls & overhead in
setingroom
hard oiling the seting room
hard oiling wash room & lockers
in sleeping room

1915 10/20

painting storm warning tower

1916 05/20

painting surf boats bottoms with
green paint

05/12
05/14
05/23
05/29

washing of paint in kitchen
painting the tower [flag tower]
and windows
[painting porch]
[painting old surf boat]
hard oiling siting room & tower

B. References to paints and related supplies
received at Little Kinnakeet, 1887-1915

[painting inside kitchen]

1887 01/19

1 lb drop black paint

scouring off hard oil in tower & in
officers room redy for hard oiling

1888 03/31

25 lbs white lead

··-·····························
1889 01/14

2 gallons of hard oil finish
1 gal turpentine

1890 12/19

5 gallons linseed oil
25 lbs white lead

1891 02121

3 gallons hard oil finish

1895 03/09

25 lbs lead white
1/2 gallon red paint
1/2 gallon black paint

1896 03/30

25 lbs white lead
1 gal. turpentine

1899 05/15

2 gal linseed oil boiled
2 gal varnish japan
1 gal turpentine

12/19

1902 12/10

2 gallons boiled linseed oil
1/2 gallon mixed paint
25 lbs lead white

1904 01/15

1/4 gal red paint (condemned as
worthless)
2 gallons oil linseed boiled
3 gallons boiled oil
50 lbs white lead
1/2 gallon copper paint
1 gallon mixed paint

01/22
10/19

I.-.:>
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1900 05/18

25 lbs lead white
2 gallons linseed oil boiled
2 gallons varnish

1901 07/15

25 lbs lead white
3 galls paint mixed
2 gallons boiled linseed oil
2 gallons spirits of turpentine
25 lbs white lead
1 lb of Prussian blue

12112

used 12 lbs white lead, 1 gallon
linsed oil to lighten and thin paint
for cookhouse; also used 2 gallons
of dark lead color paint

1905 05/20

50 lbs white lead
2 gals boiled linseed oil
2 qts copper paint
2 gal spar varnish

1906 03/06

50 lbs white lead
2 gallons boiled linseed oil
2 gallons varnish
4 gallons turpentine

1907 02/19

50 lbs white lead
4 gallons oil boiled
10 lbs tints 6 cans

8 cans Indian red
5 gallons turpentine
1908 03/04
05/25
1909 01/11

07/03
t-.:>
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09/15
08/19
1910 12/19

75 lbs lead white in oil rec'd
6 gallon oil boiled linseed"
50 lbs lead white ordered
2 gal boiled linseed oil ordered
250 lbs lead white in oil received
16 lbs paint blind green
25 lbs zinc white in oil
2 lbs paint drop black
15 gallons oil raw linseed
50 lbs lead, red dry ordered
2 gal boiled linseed oil
4 lbs paint, drop black
8 lbs blind green lead
1 lb black lead
25 lbs lead white in oil
2 gallons turpentine in 2 gallon
can
1 varnish spar in 1 gallon can
2 oil boiled linseed in 2 gal can

1912 01/26

25 lbs white lead
4 lbs drop black paint
2 gallons turpentine

1913 04122

5 gallons boiled linseed oil
5 gallons raw linseed oil
200 lbs white lead
2 lbs Prussian blue
8 lbs blind green
25 lbs white zinc
5 gallons turpentine
[painting supplies]

04123

05/27
1914 01/09

02/14
09/19
1915 02/01
08/09

1911 09/12
12/16

used 2 lbs of green paint for
kitchen screens
rec'd 5 lbs green paint

1 gal japan dryer
5 gal boiled linseed oil
5 gal raw linseed oil
5 gal blind green
200 lbs white lead in oil
1 gal turpentine in 1 gal can, 2 gal
in 2 gal can
5 gallons oil finish light
5 gallons boiled linseed oil in 5
gallons can
100 lbs white lead
5 lbs paint Indian red
24 lbs blind green

··-·····························
C. Ellis Gray on wall and wood finishes at Little
Kinnakeet, c. 1912-1925 (interview by David
Wallace, March 16, 1988)

Nm&: Mr. Gray served in a number of Coast Guard
stations after he left home in 1919 and his memories
of Little Kinnakeet before his father retired in 1925
as officer-in-charge there may be mixed with
memories of these other stations.
Q: Do you remember what color the walls [in the sleeping
room] were?

Q: Were the rooms all painted the same color?

A:. Yes.
Q: And what about the woodwork?

A:. Well, ifl remember rightly, most of these Coast Guard
stations had... what they called a chair rail.
Q: Yes, it has that.
A: Still got the chair rail around it and below that was
varnished down there and all up to the top was either
straw or, you know, never no other color-hardly ever, you
never see no other color in them.

A:. It was all straw colored... paint.
Q: The doors would be varnished, and the door frames?

Q: Is that what they would call spar color [referring to the
inspector's complaint in 1934 that "ceilings and sanitary
spaces are still painted spar color'] ?

A:. Spar? Yes, they called it spar. It's straw, about the
same color, I guess.

*

*

*

A:. Varnished door, varnished door frames. And the knobs
of the doors polished every day, shining bright, and...the
floors-every Saturday they was scrubbed and mopped
dry, every Saturday... and then the woodwork would be-over the doors and stuff. They was scared of these inspectors you know. They'd slip in on 'em with his white gloves
on and rub their hands over top the doors and stuff.

APPENDIXC
SUPPLEMENTAL REQUISITION 1904
(National Archives, Record Group 26; transcribed from a photocopy in the Cape Hatteras National Seashore history files)
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Supplemental
REQUISITION FOR SUPPLIES
New Station. Little Kinnakeet
OFFICE OF THE
Superintendent Sixth Life-Saving District,
Shawb9ro. N.C,, September 28. 1904
STATE IN THIS
CONTRACT
ITEM
NUMBER

ARTICLES

COLUMN
WHETHER
TONS, GALLONS,

TOTAL

PRICE

TOTAL
COST

QUANTITY
REQUIRED

DOZENS, ETC.

Beds and Beddin~
......
......

""

1
2
6
8
9
10
11
13

Beds, iron, single, 6'4"x3"
Blankets, 8 pounds, etc.
Mattresses, 33 pounds, etc.
Mattress covers
Pillows, feather, 20 x 30
Pillowcases, 23 x 35
Pillow covers
Sheets, brown, etc.

each
per pair
each
each
each
each
each
each

2.09

155/6

11
16
11
22
12
36
24
48

Furniture
79
82
84
87

chairs, office
Table, extension, 3 m x 10
Table cloths, Turkey, etc.
Toweling, linen, etc.

each
each
each
per yard

12
1
2
20

per set

1

per foot

100

Hard.ware
98
120

6 couplings, brass, 2" discharge bowl
Hose, cotton 2-inch with couplings, etc.

22.99

5.70

123
163
202
217

Hose, rubber, 2-inch, for sueti on
Nozzles, brass, 2-inch hose
Spittoons, iron, porcelain lined
Washbowls

per foot

.50

each
each
each

50

25.00

1
6
4

Lam12s. I.ant.ems. etc,
239
240
247

Lamps, hanging, etc.
Lamps, table
Lampwicks, No. 2, B&H

each
each
per dozen

2
3
1

Stoves. etc.
5~0

585

....,.
~

t..:>

644

687
691

Dampers, castiron, 6-inch
Elbows, stovepipe, 6-inch
Pipe, stove, 6-inch
Stove, heating, Trojan
Zinc board, 36 x 36

each
per pound
per pound
each
each

.8
10.00

6
131/2
12
1
3

10.00

Miscellaneous
796
824

Clock, banner, U.S.LS.S., etc.
Pumps, Gould Challenge #12,
2" suction

each
each

3.40
21.00

2
1

6.80
21.00

··~·····························
APPENDIXD
Selected items from the U.S. Life-Saving Service's 1905 "Advertisement, Instructions, Specifications, Proposal, and
Contract for Annual Supplies" (National Archives, Record Group 26). A more complete transcript of the slightly different
1901 supply contract list will be found in Jerome Greene, "Historic Structure Report, Historical Data Component, Little
Kinnakeet Life-Saving and Coast Guard Station, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, North Carolina," Appendix J, pp.
147-191.
Item No.

1

2

3
4

5

6

Description of Articles

7

BEDS AND BEDDING.

8

Beds, iron, single, white enamel, 6
feet 4 inches by 3 feet, with best
quality woven-wire mattresses
combined, per sample
Blankets, 8 pounds per pair, gray,
per sample
Comfortables, satine top, silkoline
back, white cotton fill, 60 x 78 inches, as per sample
Mattresses, stuffed with fine-fiber
rattan, having 6 pounds of clean,
white cotton laid evenly on top,
square edges, bound; weight 33
pounds, 6 feet 2 inches by 3 feet,
A.C.A. ticking, as per sample
Mattress covers, Park check, No. 90,
to fit mattresses, Item No. 4, per
sample
Pillows, "Ostermoor," felt, 3 pounds,
20 x 30 inches, per sample

10

Pillowcases, 23 x 35 inches, 1-inch
hem, "Utica Mills," per sample
Pillow covers, Park check, No. 90, to
fit pillows, Item No. 6, per sample
Sheets, brown, two yards to weigh 1
pound, 76 woof, 72 warp, 7-4, 21/2
yards long when finished, hemmed
and made, 1-inch hem, per sample

CROCKERY.
26
26
28
29
30
31
32
33

Bowls, mixing, yellow, 6-quart
Bowls, best vitrified china, 1-quart
Bowls, sugar, without handles, with
covers, best vitrified china
Cups, coffee, largest size, without
handles, best vitrified china
Dishes, baking, yellow, 10-inch
Dishes, butter, with covers and
drainers, best vitrified china, 5inch
Dishes, vegetable, 10-inch, with
covers, best vitrified china
Jugs, stone, 1-gallon

34
35
36

37
38
39
40
41
42
43

"""'

~
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44

Jugs, stone, 2-gallon
Jugs, stone, 3-gallon
Pitchers, milk, 1-quart, best vitrified
china
Pitchers, molasses, 1-quart, heavy
glass, white-metal covers
Pitchers, water, best vitrified china,
6's
Plates, dinner, 10-inch, best vitrified
china
Plates, soup, 10-inch, best vitrified
china
Platters, meat, o~al, 14-inch, best
vitrified china
Saltcellars, pressed glass, plain,
heavy, largest size
Saucers, coffee, largest size, best
vitrified china
Tumblers, table, pressed glass, plain,
extra heavy, largest size

FURNITURE.
45

46

47

Chairs, office, beech or birch; back
518 inch thick, 2 112 inches wide,
properly shaped, bent edge-wise
and twisted to fit; seats ofnot more
than three pieces, with 2-inch
spline front and back; legs through
seat and wedged on top; eight
rungs through legs, wedged outside; front rungs fancy turned, side
rungs swell pattern, rear rungs
plain; one 1/4-inch iron rod, with
head and nut, on each side,
through side rungs and seat, per
sample
Chairs, revolving, wood seats, golden
elm, with brass casters, 8311-2 XY, or equal, packed ready for shipment
Desks, oak, paneled, roll-top, 48 to 54
inches long, 30 to 33 inches deep,
45 to 49 inches high, ten or more
pigeonholes, four or more horizontal divisions, or two or more
drawers for letter or cap paper; in
left pedestal two uprights and two
shelves on top in front, closet with
two uprights and shelf in rear;
high-grade lock on curtain and
doors; duplicate keys; mounted on
large plate casters; securely packed ready for shipment
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49
50

51
t-£
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C1l

52

Tables, extension, 3 112 x 10 feet,
solid oak, round, drop leaves, iron
brackets, iron hinges, five legs fastened to frame with bolts, nuts,
and washers, and iron clasps on
underside of tops to fasten tables
when closed, brass casters, set up
single, top burlaped
Tables, kitchen, hard wood, 27 x 42
inches, with drawer at side
Tablecloths, Turkey, "Toilenette,"
with variegated stripes, 67 inches
by 4 yards, when finished with 1inch hem, per sample
Table covers, oilcloth, white marble
pattern, 11/4 x 4 yards, each rolled
on 11/2-inch roller 46 inches long
Toweling, linen, crash, heavy, 18inch, best quality

66
67

68

69
70
71
77
78

HARDWARE
55
56
58
59
65

Brackets, iron, cast 5 1/2 x 7 inches,
per sample, with brass screws
Brackets, iron, cast, japanned, plain,
12x14 inches, with screws
Coal hods, 18-inch, No. 20 galvanized
iron, Iron Clad Co.'s or equal
Coffee mills, side, Parker's No. 460
Flour sieves, seamless, tin rim, 12 3/8
inches diameter, No. 18 mesh, per
sample

82

83

Food choppers, tinned, No. 2, with 3
cutters, per sample
Forks, carving, rubber handles, with
bolsters, Russell's, Northampton
Cutlery Co's, or Landers, Frary &
Clark's
Forks, dinner, best shear steel, rubher handles, metal bolsters,
Russell's, Northampton Cutlery
Co.'s, L.&G., or Landers, Frary &
Clark's
Forks, flesh, 18-inch, 3 prongs, malleable iron, retinned, per sample
Funnels, corrugated, 1-quart, 4X tin
Funnels, corrugated, 1-quart, 4X tin,
with brass wire-cloth strainers,
per sample
Hooks, hat and coat, No. 14,
japanned, with screws
Hooks, wrought-iron, galvanized, 6inch, with staples
Knives, butcher, best shear steel, 7inch blade, cocoa or beech handles,
with metal bolsters, Chatillon's,
Russell's, Northampton Cutlery
Co.'s, L. & G., or Landers, Frary &
Clark's
Knives, carving, best shear steel, 12inch blade, rubber handles, with
metal bolsters, Russell's, Northampton Cutlery co.'s, L. & G., or
Landers, Frary & Clark's

84

85
87
88
89
100
102

~

~

en

116
120
121

Knives, dinner, best shear steel, rubher handles, metal bolsters,
Russell's, Northampton Cutlery
Co.'s, L. & G., or Landers, Frary &
Clark's
Knives, mincing, best cast steel,
single blade, polished, No. 1, plain
handle
Match safes, iron, japanned, large,
self-closing, per sample
Measures, lipped, 4X tin, gallon
Measures, lipped, 4X tin, quart,
graduated measure
Pepper boxes, planished, 2 114 x 3 1/2
inches
Pumps, Gould's "Challenge," No. 16,
horizontal, double-acting, 6-inch
cylinder, with fore and aft brakes,
complete (2 1/2-inch suction and 2
1/2-inch discharge), with McNab &
Harland standard 2 1/2-inch brass
hose-thread bushings
Soap dishes, hanging, agate ware,
per sample
Spittoons, iron, porcelain-lined,
loaded, 8 1/2 x 6 inches
Spoons, bread, forged iron, tinned,
18-inch

122

123

128

Spoons, table, pure white German
silver, not less than 18 per cent
nickel, perfectly plain in style,
highly polished and finished, and
shall measure 8 1/16 inches, and
weigh 20 ounces avoirdupois to the
dozen
Spoons, tea, pure white German silver, not less than 18 per cent nickel, perfectly plain in style, highly
polished and finished, and shall
measure 5 1/16 inches, and weigh
9 5/32 ounces avoirdupois to the
dozen
Washbowls, agate ware, deep, flat
bottom, with rings, 13 inches
diameter

LAMPS, LANTERNS, ETC.
146
147

Lamps, hand, metal, kerosene,
central draft, No. 0 burner, complete with chimney
Lamps, hanging, brown or brass
finish, length 29 inches, with
metal rings, 1-quart metal font,
central draft, with chimney,
burner, smoke bell, tin shade, and
screw hook, iron, wire bossed,
brown or brass finish, 3 inches
from boss to point of screw, complete
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331
332
333
334
335
336
341
342
343
344
345

346
347

Pans, fry, wrought iron, "Central,"
polished, hollow handles, improved lips, 11-inch
Pans, mixing, stamped, retinned,
round bottom, 10-quart, 15 1/4 x 5
1/2inches
Pans, roast, iron seamless, 11 x 16
inches, handled
Pans, roast, iron, seamless, 17 x 17
inches, handled
Pans, sauce, cast iron, inside
enameled, with covers, 6-quart
Pans, stew, tin, stamped, retinned,
deep, 6-quart, 11 112 x 3 3/4 inches
Plates, pie, tin, 10-inch, stamped, 1
1/4 inches deep
Pokers, stove, 26-inch, 112-inch iron,
with rings and hooks
Pots, coffee or tea, 3-gallon, agate
ware, handled, bail handles
Pots, coffee or tea, 2-gallon, agate
ware, handled, bail handles
Pots, coffee or tea, 1-gallon, agate
ware, handled
Shovels, stove, wrought iron,
japanned, "U.S." No. 65, 5 x 81/2 x
23inches
Skimmers, flat, retinned, flat handled, No. 12, 5-inch

348
350
351

352

364

367
368

Steamers, DOCX tin, raised cover in
one piece, new style, 9-inch
Stove-cover lifters, cast iron,
japanned, 10-inch
Stoves, cooking, "Beaver" range No.
8-21, for coal or wood, as required,
single oven, reservoir, 1 collar
joint, 6-inch, No. 18 galvanized
iron, to connect with 6-inch galvanized-iron stovepipe, without
furniture
Stoves, cooking, 1885 "Crawford"
range No. 8, with lining for coal or
wood, as required, single oven,
reservoir, 1 collar joint, 6-inch, No.
18 galvanized iron, to connect with
6-inch galvanized-iron stovepipe,
without furniture
Stoves, heating, "Trojan" No. 25
(wood), with 1 collar joint, 6-inch,
No. 18 galvanized iron, to connect
with 6-inch galvanized-iron
stovepipe
Zinc boards, No. 9 zinc, square, 36 x
36 inches (for heating stoves)
Zinc boards, No. 9 zinc, oblong, 32 x
42 inches (for cooking stoves)
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AMENDED REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO UNIFORM FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE
LIFE-SAVING SERVICE (1895)
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AMENDED REGULATIONS RELATWE TO UNIFORM FOR
EMPLOYEES OF THE LIFE-SAVING SERVICE
1-95
Circular No. 10,
Life-Saving SerTreasury Department,
vice
Office of the
General Superintencknt, U.S. Life-Saving Service
Washington, D.C., April 5, 1895.
From and after the dates below mentioned, the uniform herein
described will be worn by the Keepers and Surfmen of the
Life-Saving Service, whenever they are on duty, commencing as
follows:
On the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, on August 1, 1895.
On the Lake Coasts, including Louisville Station, Ky., as soon
after the commencement of the active season for 1895 as the
articles can be furnished.
On the Pacific Coast, on or before July 1, 1895.
FOR KEEPERS.

.. . .

"
------

Coat-To be of dark indigo-blue kersey or flannel, sack pattern, double-breasted, rolling collar: five large regulation gilt
buttons on each side, the top buttons placed close to the collar,
the lower ones about 6 inches from the bottom, and the others
regularly spaced between. The bottom of the coat should not
extend below the second joint of the thumb when the arm hangs
naturally by the side. There will be two inside breast pockets
and two outside pockets, without flaps at the hips. Cuffs to be
plain, with two small regulation gilt buttons on outside seam.
All buttons to be attached with rings.
Vest-To be of same material, single-breasted, without collar,
with three pockets, and seven small regulation gilt buttons
equally spaced from within 4 inches of the shirt-collar button to
within 1 inch of the lower edge of the vest. Buttons to be attached
with rings .
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Trousers-To be of same material, cut in the prevailing style.
Overcoat-To be of heavy dark navy blue cloth, pea jacket
pattern, lined with dark gray repellent. The bottom of the skirt
must reach the tips of the fingers when the arm hangs naturally
by the side. To be double-breasted, buttoning to the neck, with
narrow rolling collar. To have five large-sized gilt buttons on
each breast, the lower ones placed on a line with the opening of
the horizontal pocket, the others equally spaced up to the collar.
There will be an outside pocket in each breast with opening up
and down, the lower part of the opening to be on a level with the
elbow, and in front, on each side below the line of the waist, there
will be a horizontal pocket with flat cover. The overcoat will be
worn completely buttoned.
Cap-To be of dark blue cloth, top 1/4 inch larger in diameter
than the base, the quarters to be so shaped that the height in
front will not be less than 1 112 inches nor more than 2 inches,
and behind not less than 1 inch nor more than 1 1/2 inches
respectively. The band will be 11/2 inches wide, formed of stout
pasteboard, with a welt 112 inch in diameter at top and bottom.
The visor will be of black patent leather, not to exceed 20°. On
the front ofthe band there will be worn an ornament embroidered
in gold, consisting of a life buoy (inside diameter 314 of an inch,
outside diameter 11/4 inches), crossed and interlocked with an
oar and a boat-hook, each 2 inches long. Above the device there
will be embroidered, also in gold the letters "U.S.", and below it
"L.S.S." The cap will also have a chin strap, made of a double
loop of gold cord 1/4 inch in diameter, looped at each side over a
small regulation gilt button.
Buttons-The buttons used on the Keeper's uniform are to be
gilt, convex, and of two sizes, larger size 7/8 of an inch, smaller
size 9/16 of an inch in diameter. They are to have a device similar
to that on the cap.
Suits-Keepers may provide themselves with suits like those
hereafter described for surfmen should they so desire.
Storm hat-To be of southwestern pattern, painted black, a
device like that on the cap to be painted in white on the front.

FORSURFMEN

Coat-To be of dark indigo-blue kersey or flannel, singledbreasted, straight front sack, rolling collar and lapels to close to
within 4 inches of neck with four medium-sized plain black
buttons, the front and back of coat to descend to top of inseam of
trousers.
From the point where the collar and shoulder seams meet, a
plait 2 inches wide, descending through the center of each
forepart, and also in the back through the center of each half
back, to bottom of coat.
A belt of same material as garment, 2 112 inches wide and
double-stitched on the edges, confined at the waist line by passing through and under the four plaits, the loose ends being closed
by two small black buttons. One inside breast and two outside
hand pockets.
Upon the right sleeve of the coat, midway between the
shoulder and the elbow, will be placed the emblem of the LifeSaving Service (the life buoy, oar, and boat-hook), and a corresponding position upon the left sleeve the number of the
surfman will appear.
The emblem and the number will be of white silk or linen,
embroidered upon a square of dark blue cloth. The buoy of the
emblem will have an outer diameter of 21/4 inches. The number
will be 2 1/4 inches in height. In placing these devices upon the
sleeves the stitches will be placed through the edges of the cloth;
not "overhanded."
Trousers-Same as for Keepers.
Cap-To be of dark blue cloth, the same as for Keepers, except
that the ornament and chin-strap will be omitted, and around
lower part of crown there will be a black silk ribbon, 11/2 inches
wide, with "U.S. Life-Saving Service" printed thereon in gold
block letters 7/8 inch in height.
For summer wear the cap may be made of white linen drilling
with same ribbon.
Overcoat-To be the same as for the Keepers, except that it
will have large, plain, black buttons.

Jumper-To be of unbleached cotton duck, extending 2 to 3
inches below the hip. Collar of same material, seaman pattern.
Sleeves open, without cuffs, and large enough to fit easily.
Overalls-To be of same material, loosely cut, fastened at the
waist with a draw-cord, to have a large pocket in front of right
leg, and two buttons on the flap.
Canvas hat-To be of strong cotton drilling with single-ply
round top in four pieces, stitched, and taped inside; three-ply
rolling brim quilted, sweat band of same material as hat.
Storm suit-A coat and trousers of brown rubber cloth or
unbleached cotton duck treated with linseed oil; the coat to have
an inscription in black on the breast similar to that on the storm
hat, in letters 1 1/4 inches in height, so arranged as to be
distinctly read when the coat is buttoned.
Storm hat-To be of southwestern pattern like that for
Keepers, painted black, with inscription in front showing the
name of the station and letters "L.S.S.," arranged as follows:

,_

8.

8.

BA.R~EG.l

T.

This inscription will be painted in white block letters 3 /4 inch
in height.
Winter service cap-A dark blue knitted cap (Havelock), with
crescent-shaped visor 2 inches deep at center, the crown 4 112 to
5 inches deep, with a band of the same material 3 inches deep
that may be rolled down over the ears; visor and edges of rolling
band to be bound with black silk braid and a double bowknot
confining the two ends of band in front and above the visor, at
the apex small puffball finish.
These articles must conform to the standard as to pattern and
quality. They may be procured of regular manufacturers at the

prices named below, or possibly somewhat less. Keepers and
crews are not restricted as to the place of purchase. These prices
do not include freight or express charges:
Kersey coat for keepers . . . . . . . . . .
. $8. 00
2.00
Kersey vest for keepers . . . . . . . . . .
5.00
Kersey trousers for keepers and surfmen
Flannel coat for keepers . . . . . . . . .
6.00
2.00
Flannel vest for keepers . . . . . . . . .
4.00
Flannel trousers for keepers and surfmen
Blue cloth overcoat for keepers and surfmen 11.50 to 17. 00
Coat for surfmen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.50 or upward
Jumper and overalls for surfmen . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.50
Storm suit, coat and trousers for keepers and surfmen 1.99
. . .50
Storm hat (southwester) for keepers and surfmen
Blue cloth cap with badge for keepers .
3.23
Blue cloth cap with band for surfmen .
. 1. 73
. 1. 73
White duck cap with band for surfmen
Winter service cap
.. 73 to 2.59
. . . . . .40
White duck hat . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The following articles can be obtained separately, whenever
needed, at the prices mentioned below:
Cap ornaments, each . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cap chin-straps, each . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Gilt buttons, large size, per dozen, with rings
Gilt buttons, small size, per dozen, with rings .
Cap ribbons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.$1.25
. .. 50
... 60
.$0.30
. . . . . 30

Keepers are directed to see that the men are always provided
with the proper uniform, and will be careful to inform them
before enlistment that they must procure their uniforms at their
own expense. The overcoat and winter service cap need not be
purchased unless desired; but if either is worn it must be the one
prescribed. If the men already have suitable oil-clothing it may
be altered and marked to conform to the regulations.
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The Assistant Inspectors in the several districts, or in their
absence the District Superintendents, will give the crews all the
assistance they are able in procuring their uniforms.
All employees are expected to present a neat and proper
appearance. Keepers will enforce discipline in this respect,
giving such orders as to insure that the men are dressed alike
when on duty. Any dereliction must be promptly reported to the
Assistant Inspector, or, if there be none, to the District Superintendent.
There is inclosed herewith a blank order for clothing to which
is attached a form for measurement. When an order is to be given
this blank should be carefully filled up and forwarded without
delay to the Assistant Inspector of the district, who will examine
it, return it for correction if necessary, and when complete
forward it, together with others from the same station, to the
manufacturers with instructions for shipment. Keepers will see
that the members of their crews comply with the above instructions.
When the manufacturers have completed the clothing they
will ship it as directed by the Assistant Inspector and send bill
therefor to the Superintendent of the District. The Superinten-

dent, in paying the men for the quarter in which the clothing is
received, will see that each man pays for the articles ordered by
him in accordance with the terms of the order. To effect this
there may be drawn to the order of each employee two checks,
one for the amount to be paid for the clothing ordered by him,
the other for the remainder of the sum due him. The Superintendent will see that the first check is properly indorsed by the
employee in favor of the manufacturers. When all payments at
a station are made the Superintendent will send these checks
with the bill to the manufacturers, thus settling the account.
With the approval of the Assistant Inspector, or, in his absence, of the District Superintendent, as to the quality and
pattern of any of the articles herein permitted or required to be
worn, a keeper or a surfman may purchase or obtain the same
upon his own account without restriction as to price, place of
purchase, or terms of payment.
S.I. Kimball
General Superintendent
Approved:
W.E.Curtis
Acting Secretary
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