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Volunteer project - Rex Quina

Coastal Defenses of the Cape Lookout area - WW | and 11

Purpose: To establish a historical record of the coastal defenses
- which were present in the Cape Lookout area during
WW I and Il. This information is necessary to allow
accurate Interpretation and so visitors may understand
and appreciate the role of coastal defense at Cape Lookout
and its importance to the war effort.

Present Situation: There is hittle or no information in park files or library
on the history of these units stationed ar Cape Lookout
especlally during WWIL. In addition, Cape Lookout has
no data or site surveys or other construction details

of the gun mounts and related structures.

Objectives/goals: The major objectives to he accomplished during this
volunteer project will be as follows:

1. Make initial contacts with iocal historians, newspapers,
libraries, residents, and former unit members to
compile an index file of narnes, addresses and phone
numbers of potential informants.

2, Complete a written narrative on the history of these
coastal defense units (stationed at Cape Lookout)
before, during and after WWII using sources and
information located during the research period.

This will be completed prior to March 15, 1986.
Report will include text, copies of maps and photos
and listing of any additional sources of information
uncovered.

3. Begin oral interviews with former unit members
and local residents who remembered or were familiar
with coastal defense. A list of interview questions
will be prepared and reviewed with the interpretive
specialist before each interview.

4. Locate and copy documents, maps, photographs,
newspaper articles, etc. that pertain to the coastal
defense units or military use of the bight area at
Cape Lookout and submit to the Interpretive Specialist.



PREFACE

This study was undertaken a5 a voluntegr—in—-the park project netween

February 1 and HMarch 17, 1888, The purpesse of the project was ta
accumulate as much information as possibte on the coastal defanse
itnstallatian ltacated at Cape Lookout during Warld Warw ITI, Thisg
ingtatllation protaected Beaufort Intet from German submarine sttack and
angmy landing parties. Up untit the beginning of this praject, no
information was available on this subjeect in the park with the

gxception of a capy of an brief magazine article written by Mrs, Sally
“Ygore in 41968 [The State, April 15, 19g8}.

A wealith of information has since been uncovered and there is much

mare availabte. This information was abtained through aral
intarvisws, persanal documents af vetesrans, photographs, and
researching grmy archivas, Most of the information obtained wasg

through HMr, Paul Branch, historian, Fort Mescon State Park who kindly
Lat the rasearcher copy his research material and photographs on tha
Harbor Defense of Beaufort Inlat, Mr. Brench also provided a Ligt of
names of poteantial oral history contacts, The Casemata Musaum aide,
David Jd. Johnson, was extremely helpful by sending a copy of Senerat
Titton's "After Action Report" of 1348 en the Chesapaesake Bay Sector
Degfense during World War 1L, This repoert also contained photographs
of Cape Lookout and Fort Macon, Withgut their assistance and priar
researchy Cape Lookout National BSeashore would not have the detailed
infaormatien it has ngw on the coastal defense installation at Cape

Lookout,



RECOMMENDATIONS

Because of the Limited time for this project, there are gquite a few
araas that naed further research, It is recommendead that another
vaoluntear in the park be assigned to continue this research and if
nething alse, to acocumuiate as much data as possible 50 that &
histarian er professitonal resaarcher wiltt have thisg information
available, That agrat intervisws with Local rasidents gnd farme p

servicemen whe have not been interviewed be located and interviawed,
tThat more Pesearch be done on units such as the 193rd Field Artillery,
Snad Coastal Artillery, 111t h Regimental Combat Teem, 15tBN244ch
Arctilliery, 10%s ¢t Calvary Regimant and the Coast Guard parsonnel

statiogned at the Cape and Llighthouse, [Also the Core S8anks Ststion
and its role in Warld Yar II), That as many photographs, MEPS,
diaries, gtec. be collected as s¢con as posible before too many more

people and sqgqurces sre tost.

a



INTRODUCTION

Cape tookout Bight has been a haven for ships for at teast the past
four hundred yegars and lLaong identifigd as an aexcellent ancharage for
vessels plying the strade routes along the East Coest of the United
States, Explorers, pirates, Spanish Man O0'Wars, and merchantmen havg
used the bight for pefitting and safe apnchoragse from starmy weather,
It also became apparent that there would be 3 nesd te defend the bighs
during time of war and various cotoniat gevernors of Moerth Carplina
atteampted to establish fortificaticens atoeng the coast including Cape
Lookout. The eertiest knawn fortification in the bight area was Fort
Hancoeck which was probabty locatad ogn Shackleford Banks and was built
in 1778. [A copy of the original design of Fort Hangcock and a copy of
a map lc,1¥58] showing the Loecation of & fort oan Shscklaford Banks is
located at the First Citizens Bank in Smyrna, HT ) This faert was buils

by @ French naval officer, de Cottongsasu, to defand American and French
ships at anchor ipn Cape Lookout Bight during the revalution, Sincae
the ravolution, the bight was probably defended to same degree during
tha War of 1812, the Civil War and Wortd War I. It wasn't howeve ©,

untit World War Il that extansiva and more pearmanent defensivae
installations were built te defendships from enemy attack,




The Harbor Defanse aof Begaufart Inlet - 1941 -~ 18458
Witgh America's entry into Yorld War II, the outer banks hecame an
important hunting ground for German U-boats preying on atlied
shipping. The outer hanks of North Caroling bhecanmse an important
battleground for contral of the Atlantic where over seventy ships weras
sunk ar damaged by German submarines between Becembar 7 1841 and
December 4, 1943. It becama immediately apparent that the harbors
along the coeast would be tikely targsts for attack and woutd need to
bhe propercly defended along with protectad anchorages such as Capa

Lookout Bight.

On facambar 7, 1941 at 1755 Brpigadier Ganeral Rollin i. Tilton,

Commanding O0fficer, Chegsapeake Bay Sectar, received word to algrt his
harbor defens® conmands ageinst sabetage and eaneéeny attack, General
Tiltaon, whose headgquarters was atg Faort Manroey Yirginia, was

responsible for the coastal defense of the East Copast fram Becean Dity,
Maryland, to just below Onslow County, NC. Beaufart Inlet was under
his jJurisdiction and plansg wertra immediately implementad faor its
defense,

It is safas to assumeg that Soast Guard, Havy, and civilian personnetl
performed initial patrot duties of Beaufort Intet, Howava r, an ar
about December 21, 1341, alements of the 1st Battalion, 244th ECoastal
Artilieary arrived at Fort Magaon Stata Park and began making
arrangements tec occuypy the fort and adjacent areas for gestablishing

cuastal defense batteries,

In addition tn the 244:th, a battatioen of the 116th Infantry and a
battery of the 111th Figild Artillery were assigned as a sector maobile

force, headquartered at New Bern, NC, This unit maintainad an ogutpest
at lorehnead City, NC . This outpost was established on ar about
December 23, 1941, This mobile force was "to abserve and patral the
coastlineg, repel enemy raids or ltanding attempts, bha prepered to

protact the interior of the sasctor against attack by alirbarne troops
and to support the harboer defenses in lLocal defense,"

When the main body of the 15t Battalion, 244¢th arpivad st Fort Macon,

they consisted gf "A" and "B*" Batteries, headquartars batitaery, a
searchlight pletoon and medical personnel, Initiaelly, the seight guns
of the 435t Battalion, 244th werse concentrated arocound Fort Macon and
Atlantic Beach.,. Battery "BY {4 guns] was located at Fort MHecon and
Sattery ray [4 guns} at Aslantic Baach, Forward ohsarvers wara
positianad at the Lighthouse at Cepe Lookeout and ia towers prT bagse aend
stations at Atlantic Baeach, Faort Macon and across tha inlat an
Shacklefnrd Banks. The guns of the 244th were 155 mm {(iong Toms! and
ware pulted by trasctors, These guns werag of World War I vintage and

had hard rubber $ires but wera ltater replaced by pneumatic tires, The

griginal nun emplacemaents wera dug inteo the sand and tater surrpunded

by sandbag bulkheads, The base of these guns was Later mountad on a
conerete siab and tha tait end of the guns 4ere supported by a
canearate sitab in trascent shape, A net was suspended aoverhesd for

samouflage and wasg supported by wooden nosts,




In Aprit, 18942, Caps Lookout bight was esteblished as an anchorage for

CUnvoys making the ryn between Chesapsesake Gay and Chartastaen,
{Probably at this tima, a submarine net was emplaced protecting the
antrance to the bBight] With the anchorages established, it bacameg
necpssary to provide protection for ships at ancher there, and a
battery of the 183rd Field Artillery was sent to Cape Lpookout, This
battery consisted of four 75 mm guns, later in HMay 18542, one of twa
guns [155 mm] from battery "A'" [244%th) were sent to tha Cape from
Atlantic Beach to replaece the 75 mw guns, the 155 wmm guns wers in
position near tha present site of the gun mounts, and wefae protected

by sandbag emplacements, It so0on becgsme apparent that the 158 mm guns
had a limited capability toc traverse and return fire to the seaward
from their Cape Lookout position. It was tharefore decided to replace
these 1658 mm guns with 5 inch rapid fire naval guns which reguirad

concreate emplacemants o mounts, Thus positignad, the guns could
traverse 380 degress, This began the actual construction of the gun
mounts at Cfape lLookout,

Initially, 8 local cpatractor from Carteret County was given the

project of constructing the gun mounts, but it Spon praoved more than
he coutd handtie, T A Lopving Company of Goldsboro was given the
cantract unde r the guidance of the Army forps of Engineears from
Noerfolk, VA. Thae contract called for the construction of two c¢irfgular
gun emplacemants separated bty a ammunition magazine all of which was
made of reinforced concrete, The magazine had three entrances, oné& on
“"githar side that owpened out into the gun emplacements and an entrancae
for resupply in the rear, The guns themssives [B=5 inch naval guns ]
waeras supposedly fronm the U,8,8, Nevada that was damageaed at Paartl
Harbor, This has not been confirmed at this time, These guns were in

placae and functioning by September 1842, In additiaon to the gun
mounts and magazine, there were barracks, a pltank rod8d, a mess hall, a
recreation hall, soutbuildings, en observation toweer and 8 radar towar

canstructed at sthe Cape behind the gun mounts,

it is interesting to note that the magazine that was located between
the circutlar gun emplacements was coversed with sand to form an
artifical dune and provide camouflage. The whole works, magazine and
gun mounts wereg built onto gn artifical dune supported by pilings.
[The gun mounts and megaeazine today have fallen itnto the surf and thae
other facitities, barracks, etc.y no lenger exist,]

Before the gun mounts were in ptace and ready, tha 1st Battalion 244¢h
Coastal Artillary Wwas replaced by a8 battation from tha 2nd Coastal
Artillery in August 1942, The 2nd was stationad at Cape lLookpout until

the tater part of 1943 when members of its unit were sent to cthaer
cegmmends, with the battle of the Atlantic being won, the nead for
large coastal defense Units was raduced and eniy minimal! ground forcas
ware npneeded, The 101st Calvary Regiment replaced the 111th Infantry

in 1343 in the role of mobile defense forces. Tha Coast guard toeok up
the responsibility of baach patrols and the Catvary patrellied the

highways on the mainland, 8y sarlty 1844, theta were no Army units
stationed at Gape lLookout and the instailation tharae was abandagned,
AL L gguiment was remaved with the exception of the S5—-inch naval guns
and pessibdly the radar ynit which was probably tat8r manned hy Havy ar

Coast Gugrd personnel until the and of tha War, fThis is anly an

(511



educated guesss, thera is no information available at this time on what
heppened ta tha radar system,) The S-inch naval guns themselve s
remaijnsd in place on tha gun mounts until the lLlate 18580'sg ar aarly
1960's, when they were cut up for scrap metal,

With the end of the submarine thrast and the end of the war, thae
coastal dafense installation at Cape Lookout was abandoned and began a

long struggle with the etements, The barracks and opther structures
{stilt standing in 1848} were probably torn down Llater by the military
or by local residants, The gupn mounts and magazineg wala stawly
dndarmined by beach erosion and ara naow in the surf, Nothing else
remains, The story of the gun mounts and their consribution to the

dafanse of Beauforst Intet waes briegf but effeactive, as no allied ships
wers sunk by Garman submarines while those shigs wers under the
protection of coastal defense units stattonsd at the Cape,. It is ontly
fitting that the memory and the history of those soldiars who served
at Cape btLookout bhe presserved for future generations of Americans by
further reseafgh and documentation before this valuable resource is

Llost forever.
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The Casemate Museum

FORT MONROE, VIRGINIA 23651

-

February 27, 1936

Mr. Rex Quinn

Cape Lookout National Seashore
Post Office Box 690

3eaufort, North Carolina 28516

Dear Mr. Quinn:

In response to your request for information about military
operations in the Beaufort Inlet area during World War II, we are
enclosing three photographs and relevant material from Brigadier
General Rollin Tilton's unpublished history of the Harbor Defense
Command.

If you wish to pursue this subject further, you should contact
the Center of Military History and request photocopies of Beaufort
Inlet material in the History of the Eastern Defense Command and
the History of the Southeastern Sector of the Eastern Defense
Command. The address is: T

Historical Reference Branch

U. S. Army Center of Military History
ATTN: DAMH-HSM

Room 4110, Pulaski Building

20 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20314-0200
Telephone: (202) 272-0317

Unfortunately, we do not yet have copies of those works.

We hope that this information will be useful to you. If we can
be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Bavid J. Johnson
Museum Aide

Enclosur#s

Home of the U.S. Army’s Coast Artillery Museum
Accredited by the American Assoctasion of Museums — 1982
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NO.:55 O FORT MONRCE, 1930 to 1946

FCREWORD

Colonel Robert Arthur's History of Fort Monroe carries its
story from its beginnings up to December 1929, a little over one hun~
dred years. Thess notes pick up the story where Arthur left off and
carry through the Seccnd world sar to June 1946, when Fort Monroe

ceaped to be an active irtillery Post and became, Uctober 1, 1946,

the Headguarters of the Army Ground Forces.

1 served at Fort Monroe, first ss a Second lieutenent from -
September 1909 to July 1910, when I lived in Jeffereon Davis' Capemnte}
with the Coast Artillery School frowm 1928 to 19333 and finnlly when I
returned in the fzll of 1940 to command the Harbor Defenses of Chesa-

peake bay snd the Post, the command I held until June 1946,

These notes are bassd on my own personal knowledge of the

post, on the officisl records and my records as the derbor Defense mnd

Sector Commander during the war,

Rollin L. Tilton
Bripadier General U.3, Army
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Initial Operstions and Organization of the Sector.

The first reports of the mttack on Pearl Harbor were picked up
at Fort Monroe mbout 1515, 7 December 1941, At 1755 the Chief of Staff,
First Army, called me, gave me the official news of the attack and directed
me to alert the Harbor Defensze under Hemisphere Flan § and te cooperate
with and support the Havy. Orders were issued placing the harbor defenae
enfull alert and the other alements of the command inforwed of the situ~

ation, directed to take all precautions, mnd stand by.
!

Shortly thersafter the Corps Area Commander, Mejor General .
Henry C. Platt, directed me under the EPW plans, to take sll local precau-
tions and protect important utilities in the area, especially the James
River Bridge. A platoon of the 74th CA was sent that night to guard the
bridge; a detachment from Fort Monroe to protect the Hampton Power Plant
and, at my recuest the Antisircraft Training Center at Fort Zustis sent &
detachaent to protect the Newport News Waterworks. The following day a
battery of the 2uhth CA was put in the railroad yards at Portsmouth toc have
troops in that area if any emergency arose. There had been, at that time,
e great deal of fear of esabotage and the troops were put in for that reason
and to reassure the public. The troops were however required on their
proper missione and they wers gradually withdrawn, entirsly so when a bat-
talion of the 111th Infantry srrived in Horfolk on 23 December and tock over
81l civil protection under Corps Area control until the local authorities

felt secure.

Beginning on the 8th, on Army inetructions, the Sector plans were
put into effect and the Chesapeake Bay Sector formslly activaied on 12
December,

The Harbor Defenses initiated the underwater defense on the 8th.
The new Mine instsllation at 1ittle Creek was not fully complete and &ll
the squipment not fully assembled: however, the first line of contralled
wines, in the main channe)l of the Capee, was down by 16 December and in
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operation. The 8 inch Reilwey Battery for Cape Charles was sent from
Fort Monroe on the 19tn and after some delay in setting its battle allow-

pe “ /"r.

ancas ef ammunition was in order on 29 December. R kLL Hoppawe 100 LS
! - e
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The Antimircraft Defense was also initiated on the 8th. The
71st and 74th CA's occupied positions covering the N.0.B., Norfolk and
the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, while on Army orders the 34th Antlsircraft Bri-
gade with tue 70th, 94th end 212th CA's were ordered into the Sector
occupying poeitions in Baltimore, Newport News (Langley Field) and Washing-
ton wfth Brigade Headguarters in Norfolk, Prior to the completion of all
movements the Army, on 14 Jscember, organized the First Army Antimircraft
Command taking over all the antiaircraft defense, operationally under the
First Air Force, relievinc the Sectors of the antisircraft defense, although
the Norfolk command remained under the Sector for joint operations and for

many logistical matters.

I had mede a reconnaigsance of the Beaufort Inlet in November
and 1t had been decided to protect the harbor with a battalion of 155mm
guns. beaufort Inlet is a gocd but smell harbor with dock facilities, &
gnall Navy Section Base at Morehead City, end an important point on the
inland waterway. The harbor is protected by an outer bunk and cn the west
side of the entrance was old Iort Hacon, & perfect example ci one of our
oldest brick work hartor defense forts. Wwe secursd the Fort Macon State
Park, from the Governor of North Caroline and leased ot.uer necessary land,
The lst Battalion of the 2hhith left Camp Pendleton on the 18th December,
went into position and, baving heuled its ammunition froe Charleston 5. C.,
wags proof fired and in cperation on the 24th., Hesdguarters and an HECP
with the Navy were esizblished in old Fort Macon,.

Of the troops at Camp Pendleton, the two i55mm gun regiments,
the 57th had been mlerted for cverseas. The 2nd Bn, 57th hud been slerted
for 'Copper' and left on 10 December for San francisco, while the remzinder
of the regiment left for overseas 18 December. The lst Bn of the 24kth was



Tor Beaufort Inlet ané the 2nd En was alerted snd left for Alaska on 23
December. The 3rd En bad been pretty well depleted to build up the other
units which had gone, but it was rebuilt and left 17 January for 5en Fran-
cisco. The regimental headgquarters of the 2kith eventuslly was sent to
Beaufort Inlet as Harbor Defensee headguarters.

The measure of defense 30 far had not included the employment of
any moblle forces; however the Army on 15 December reised the category of
Defenee coastal frontiers in all probebility subject to minor atteck, and
on thoireconmendntian of the Gector the 11 Army Corps was dairected to send
from the 29th Division one regimental combat team, less Ingine-rs.
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Eector Mobile Force.

These troops attached to the Sector consisted of the 116th Infan-
try with the lst Battalion 111 the Fileld Artillery. One liaison officer
from the Division staff wae attached to Sector Headquarters. The movement
to Sector poeitiocns started 19 December and all dispositions including
outposts completed 23 December.

The force miseion was to observe and patrol the coastline, repel
enemyiraids or landing attempts, be prepared to protect the interior of
the Sector against attack by airborne troops and to support the harbor

defeneer in local defense.

The Force was broken intc three elements; the Cape Charles Defense
Force, lst Bn. 116 Inf. plus Battery A, 111 FA. at Westover, Merylend with
outposts at Ocean City, Maryland, Chincoteague and Exmore, Virginiaj the
Cape Henry Force, the 116th Infantry and lst En. 111 FA. {less detachments),
et Camp Fendleton covering the sensitive Cepe Henry ares and the coast as
far south as Oregon Inlet with an outpost at Macteo, N. C. and lastly, the
23rd Bn. 116 Inf. plus Battery C. 111 FA. et Newbern N. C. covering the south~
ern part of the Sector with an outpost at Morehead City, N. C. Supply was
established through the nearest permenent establishments through the Third
and Fourth Corps Areas.

The 116tk Infaptry and the 111 FA had just returned from the Caro-
lina maneuvers, had over twenty five percent of their perscnn=l on leave
or furlough and were tired., Wwhen they first moved in they lived in gchool
buildings, fire stations, national guard armories, old CCC camps and under
canvas. Under difficult winter westher and the most trying conditions of
beach patrol, they did well.



OPERATICNS 1%k2

The year 1942 was the year of greatest activity in the area
bringing with it the German submarine cempeign. The counter measures of
the Navy finslly brought the enemy campaign under control but only after
near disaster. The Army part in preventing enemy approach to our harbors
snd in patrolling cur beacnes and assisting the Coast Guard on the beaches

aided mzterially.

i In the Norfolk-Hampton Roads arsa the Naval activities incressed
tremendously. Hemptc:n Roade beceme, with New York, the mejor Atlantic base
for overseas operations. The establishment of the /mphiblous Force Atlan-
tic Fleet at Little Creek anc the Naval Training operations in the protected
vaters of Chesapeake Bay made it a major tralning srea,

On June 18, the Hampton koade Port of Embarkation wes established
et Newport Newg, with Camp Fatrick Henry, adding to the military as well
ss shipping operations irn the sarea.

Joint Operatiens.

Sector-iaval District joint operations were conducted through a
Joint Operations Center, the Harbor Entrance Control Posts and the Coast

Defenpe wurning Service.

Sector hesdguarters was at Fort Monroe and we had had a liaison
officer at the Fifth Neval District for sometime. The Joint Operations
center was established at heamdquarters Fifth Navcl Distriect, Néval Opera-
tingz Base, liorfolk, the Commandant being the senior officer present, it
having the fecilities and the necessary communications as well as being
adjacent tc the Antiaircraft and interceptor Commands in Norfolk. The
Army staff was increased to two senior operations and liasison officers and

three junior watch officers with the necessary enlisted men. While these



officers were primarily officer of the Sectoyéommanders staff for opera-
tione, they scon came to represent the Army for all army activitles in
the mrea. As tims wen! on there were some ten scperate or semliseparate
proy commance in the sres and as many navy, each with its own problenms.
The Army end the Navy bhad alwaye been wery close in the area and the
Joint Cperaticns Center became an ocutstanding exam,le of pood coordine-

tion and mutual cooperation,

The Harbor Entrance Contrcl Posts (HECP's) ware the joint com=
mend ﬁoats of the Inshore Patrcl mnd the Harbtor Defemse command protect-
ing the harbor. Their misgion waes o collect and disseminzie information
of activities in the defensive ses area to control shnipping entering or
leaving port and to take prompt and decisive amcticn in came of eventualities.

The major HECP in Chesapenke Bay was that at Fort Story, Crigi-
nally established in June 1941 at the U.S. Weather Buresu Building at
Fert Story it wae finally consolideted in the Barbor Defonse Comwand post
there, the Commander, Approach and Entraance Force (of the Inshore Fatrol)
and the Harbvor Defense Commander operating.jointly.

The Sigoal Station, Fort Honroe, beceme HELF Nc, 2, Under the
groupment-Commander Hampton Roads Groupment and controlling the entrance
into Hampton Romds with the Gate Vessel on the sntisubmarine gate off
 Thimble Shoals. '

The Beaufort Inlet EECF operested with the Herbvor Defense Comman-

der there and tie Commander Morebhead City Section Bise.

The Coast Defense wWerning Service wes the Sector intelligence
pervice focr the observaticn and security of the coastline, to detect hoa-
tile plsres or the presence of hostile surfece or underwater craft, It
was based on the comst srtillery observaticn poste (fire contrcl stations),
the Coaet Guaré Life Saving Stations, of whick there were 27 on the Sec-
tor coastline, reports from the Inshore patrols, snd the outposts and




patrols of the Mobile Ferce, as well ae local sources, Information fun-
neled in through warning Centers at Westover, Md., Fort Story, Fort

Mcnroe and Newbern, North Carolins, thence o Joint Cperationsa.

Underwater Defense

The uncerwsater defense in Cheszpeaxke Bay was pushed forward as

rapidly as possible unier the difficult conditions of wind, sea and winter

wcather,

The Navy mine field of 365 Navy contact mines was laid 17 Jan-
uary covering the area betwsen the north edge of the Harbor Defenme field

and Cape Charles.

The outer, or Capes, field of the controlled mines consisted
of 22 groups of 1% mines each laid in four lines st the entrance to the
Capes. It was placed in operation when the first line wes completed on
16 December and was fully complete in March. Control was from the HECP,
Fort Story. The field was kept &t "safe” ncrmelly and when shipping wes
entering or leeving,but was put on "Contact" whenever the Hsrbor Defense
Commancer decided that the tanctical mituation regquired it,or at night,or
under conditions of peor vismibility. There was sn opeming through the
field for ships, but at first we had a great deal of trouble with ships
getting off their bearings =nd striking a mine which made the maintenance
problem difficult. we finally corrected this eituation with enough swall
buoys to show the opening. On 16 March we had to send cur one mineplanter,
the Schofieid, to Delawsre Bay, for a month tc get that mipe field down.
They had nc regular planter and tieir improvieed attempts had not been
satisfactory to the Army Commander. All of this seriously reduced the
efficiency of tne Capes field and delayed the planting of the inner field.

The antimotor torpeds bost,.; .54 gute, with the Gate Vessel,



off Thimble Shoals at the entrance to Hsmpton Roads, wzs in operation by
the first of Merck and the York River net soon zfter. The inner Harbor
Defense‘tield of mix groups of contreclled mines was laid oz the return

of the Schofield and in eperation early in April. This field and the gate
were controlled through HECP No. 2, Fort Monroe: they were normelly left
open for shipping except on instructions from Joint Operations.

Submerine Campaign, Firat Phase.

The submarine campaign in the Sector-Fifth Naval District area
was initiated op 17 Jenunary, 1942, with the asinking of the 55 tAllan Jackson™
an American tanker bound from Columbia to New York with crude oil. The
ship was sunk by two torpedoes about 0755Q and 13 survivore of the crew
of 35 pieked up. Air patrcl$ were sent out by the Fifth Naval District
but without resuit.

For some days previous to this incident Haval Intelligence re-
ports had indicated considerable Germen submarine activity in the Atlantic,
submarines woving in a westerly direction with the probamble intention of
o, erating off our eastern seaboard. This proved correct as the first
incident wee guickly followed by four more einkings on the coastal route
off Cape Hatteras on the 19th. Thereafter the campaign was steadily and
agressively pushed by the Germans.

The Cape Eatieras ares was the focsl point in t:is phase of the
campeign. The enemy was fully sware of the geographic characteristics
of the coast line in the area and the convergence of the coaptwige ahip-
ping lancs off the Cape. GShipping was mot convoyed, and the lack of de-
stroyers anc other vessels capable of opérating against enemy submarines
made an adequate surface petrol imposaible. In all, during thie phase
of the campaign, from 17 January to the end of April, the enemy sank or
seriously dzmaged msome sixty ships tn the waters of the ¥ifth Naval Dis-
trict. while this was the direct result of enemy action and our own lack



of means, much of the loss was due to poor seamanship, the failure of mer-
chant skippers to follow orders, failure to run without lights and carelessness.

with its limited forces, the Coast Guard craft available and the
Coast Guard Stations, the Navy pushed the campeign to the limit in opera-
ting against the submarines, patrolling the ses lanes, saving life and sal-
vaging shipe damaged but not sunk.

The principel forces avallable to the Navy at the time lay in its
patrol plenes but due to the shortage of planes and pilots it was impossible
to patrol the coastel sealsnes and have at the game time & striking force
to meet demands. In support of the Navy the First Air Force was employing
the First Bomber Command Mitchell Field, N. Y. in patrol and in the anti-
submarine operations. The 2nd Bombardment Group of this force was at langley
Field and essisting in District watersj however, since the Commendsnt con-
trolled only the local naval plenes and the Bomber Commend st Mitchell Field
would never permit the Admiral to call lLangley Field direct for help, coordi-
nation and mutusl support was pever satisfactory in spite of repeated efforts
by the Sector to get cocperation.

The 65th Observation Group on the other hand, attached to the Sec~
tor for support did most excellent work in patrolling the shore line, the
coastal weters 2long shore and in assisting the Navy and the Harbor Defenses.
It was & great loss to the Sector when this unit was relieved for other
duty on 26th August. Thersafter air support wae furnished for the Sector
from the Fifth Naval Ddatrict through Joint Operations; it was always
available and materially ussisted in all operationms.

The Harbor Defenses of Chesapeske Bay covered the approaches and
entrance to the bay forming & sure harbor of refuge for all shipping.
Shipping control improved and with the development of the Approach and
Entrance Fatrol operating with the Harbor Defense shipping in and out of
the bay moved rapidly. As soon as weather conditions permitted the comple-
tion of the necessary construction at Fishermans Ieland the battery of 155
Guns at Fort Monroe moved to Fishermans Isiend and wae in operstion en 20

April, materially increasing the limited gun defense at the north of the Capes.



The Harbor Defenmes of Besufort Inlet had been established pri-
merily to protect the Section Base at Morshead City and the harbor. Some
seven miles to the eastward of the harbor entrance was Loockout Bight &
natural harbor formed by Cape Lookout. This, with an cld stone breskwater
there, formed an ideal harbor of refuge for shipping moving up the coast
and rapidly‘came into use. Close to the Hatteras srea and neer the great-
est submarine activity, the Eastern Ses Frontier on 10 April established
a patrolled znchorage at Cape Lookout and the Commandant requested gun de-
fense. Eattery A, 193rd Fleld Artillery was attached tc the Harbor Defense
and aeht to Cape lookout, pending the emplacement of seaccast armament.

On the night ¢f the 16th Februery, the American tanker 'E. K. Blua'
spproached the Capes about 2000Q in a thick fog. The ship was known as
friendly but feiled to answer radic calls. Tracked by radar she approached
the Army mine fields, touched seversnl of the mines and turned seaward toward
the Navy Mine field where she struck and sank. The Coast Guard cutter
*Wwoodbury' picked up all her crew amd the vessel was later salvaged. The
incicdent was interesting as it wae tne first case where the harbor defense
radar picked up and tracked in, in the fog, and the fire control sections
not only predicted exactly where she would touch the army mine field but
where she would strike the Navy contact mine field. &Hzd the shir used her
radic =he could have been brought in safely.

Oo April 2nd an Army Bowber attacked and probably destroyed &
submarine in Latitude 36.3% N~ Longitude 74.48W- 60 miles east of Falme
Cape aad on 9 April two patrol veessels attacked and probably destroyed &
submarine in Latitude 35.32N Longitude 75.16« just off wimble Shoal.

On 14 April the USS 'Roper' engaged a submarine which she spotted
through the aid of plane radar snd =ighted on the surface at 2700 yards in
position 35.558 - 37.13% (7)~ about 15 miles off COregon Inlet at 01L0Q.

On closer approach and illumination the submarine crew ran toward their
guns but were machine gunned by the destroyer. The 'Roper' then opened
fire and made a hit on the comning tower. The submarine then either



submerged or sank but fired ome torpedo which missed. A pattern of depth
charges was laid and the "Roper' stood by until daylight and began picking
up bodies which came to the surface, the €5th Cbservation Group aiding in
the recovery of the bodios.‘ Twenty nine bodies were recovered and brought
in to the Navai Operating Euse, Norfolk. An examination of the bodies
showed that 211 had broken backs, presumably from the concussion of the
depth charges, except one hit by machine gun fire, and 1£ must be presumed
that all were on deck when the submarine went down.. An exsmination of the
papers found on the men showed that the submarine was the U5, Oberleutenant
Crogar. which hed ssiled from St. Razaire, France, on 2) March. In accord-
ance uith Joint agreement the Sector erranged for the burisl of the Germans
in the Naticnal Cemetery in Hampton, where they were buried with military
honors. It was given out locally that the burial wes that of merchant sea~
men killed in recent alnkings and picked up on the beaches or out at sea.
The U8% mark in about 96 feet of water and while some equipment was recov-

ered other demands prevernted malvage atiempt.

At the end of April there was & definite lull in the number of
enemy submzrines gighted cr attacke made in the coagtal waters in the area.
Ir 211 there were some seventy attacke on shipping, thirty three attacks
on submarines and two likely and one sure kill.

Coasta) Dimout.

Early in March the sinkings of coestwise shipping by enemy sub-
marines made it imperative that sction be teken to eliminate gil illumina-~
tion of communities and facilities along the Atlantic and Gulf coaste
which served to silhouette passing vessels t¢ enemy observation. This
coastal dimout was & development of the submarine campaign and was entirely
apart from the blackout of the alr defense: the sky glow along the coast-
line particularliy off the larger cities was most marked and the lights of
communities, automobiles on coast highways and beach resorts made a backe

ground against which our shippicg was essily illuminated for attack.



The cumpaign for the Dimout wes initiated by the Navy and the
Army simultanecusly. It was in fact & responsibility of the local commun=-
ities and wase properly charged by the Defense Command to the Governcrs of
the States, municipal suthorities and Civilian Defense. The result sought
was clear - no lighte showing om the coast and noc reflectsd glow - but the
steps to reach the objective were not clear. At first there wae much con-
fueion; some sctivities such as shipyards and rallrcad ysrds hed to operats,
some individuale and facilities falled to cocperate and smome literally
blacked out. This confusion was natural and could only be adjusted as it
became ¢lear just what was necessary. In the Chesapeake Bay Sector positive
steps uére necessery at Ocean City, Meryland, the Hampton Roads ares, par-
ticularly Virginia Beach, at NHags Head, North Carclina, and in the Morshead
City ares. Action was initiated locally by the Commandant and the Sector
Commander and by the end of HMarch considerable progress had been made. Infor-
mation B3 to dangerous light came in through the Naval patrol craft, from
merchant ships snd from the beach patrols and was then pasesed on through the
Ssctor to local authorities. There was however much confusicnj the Corps
Area Commanders were charged with the Civil Defense but in the Chesapeake
Bey Sector wzre both, the 3rd and hkth Corps Areas, fur removed from the Coast.
The local suthorities locked tc the Sector Commander for instructions, After
much triel and error, many conflicting instructions, and some feeling on the
part of local muthorities that neither the Army nor the Navy knew what they
wanted, the Corpe Areas in fect turned the problem over tc the Sector Com-
mander and by the end of April it was pretty well worked out. It wes not
until the issuance of Public Proclamation No, 1. by the Lastern Defename Com=
mand on 16 May, 19kZ, declaring the entire seaboard a military area and fine
ally by the issuance of detailed instructions by the Corps Area {(now Service
Commands)ithat the dimout wat on a firm besis and ite enforcement lay 4n the
Sector Commander.



Harbor Defenses of Besufort Injet.

The submarine campaign had brought on the development of the
coastal convoy of ehipping and the use of protected anchorazes. Lookout
Bight, some seven miles east of Beaufort Inlet, wa:z established as an
anchorage by the Eastern Sea Frontier on April 10 thus breaking the long
run from Cherleston to Wilmington, a&round Hatteras to the Chesapesake.

lookout Bight is a natural opsn harbor, partially protected by
an old stone breakwater. It is forred by Cepe Lookout, & barren, wind and
storm swept sund spit, sparsely covered with grass and sand dunes. The
only hebitation is a Coast Guard station and access was by water only.

In the defense of Beaufort Inlet the problem was now increaged
by the need of protecting the anchorsge not only from direct attack but by
gunfire from seaward., While the 155 battery st Fort Macon gave some long
range protection to the anchorage iiself, it wae apparent &t once that with
/the gide fields of fire reculred the 155 gun with its limited traverse was
pot suited to the mission. An all round traverse rapid fire battery was

essentizl.

To solve the problem we got, with the help of the Commandant,
from the Havy & two gun 5 inch rapid fire battery for Cepe Lockout and at
the same time a two gun € inch battery for Fort Macon. The Lookout Battery
wae completed by Jeptember and the Macon Battery by November giving the

harbor defense the necessary wide traverse gquick firc arpmament for its

mission.

Initially when the anchorage wac first established Battery A,
193rd FA. with four 75mm guns was msent to Cape Lookout to give some defense.
This was replaced in May by two 155 guns from Fort Hacom which remained
until the 5 inch battery was comploted. Cepe lLookout was a most difficult
place to supply and a diemal place tc garrison.
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SCALE fe(-0"

[ | EMPLACEMENT FOR 5" NAVY GUNS




GOV Breehr S D let)EN 21227 o

-

~— SPEKM~1
~&PORT OF COMPLETED WORKS - SEACOAST FORTIFICATIONS m HARBOR DEFENSES OF BEAUFORT INLET
\ (Batteries) ) CAPE LOOKOUT, NORTH CAROLINA
b | ' BATTERY: 5 NO. OF GUNS; 2
; PART I Corrected to 1 November 1943 CALIBER: 5" NAVY CARRIAGEs; PEDESTAL
— GENERAL, S UTILITIES {Contt'd)
Battery commenced: 1l May 192 Electric Power
Battery completed: 17 September 19,2 Sources of; Kohler Electric Plant with gas motor
Date of transfers 26 November 19,2 Procured and installed by; OCE
Coet to date of transfer; $58,799.21 ‘ Characteristics: Voltage 115, AC, single phase
Materiale of construction: Reinforced concrete No. of unlts & capacity: 2, 8 KW, 60 oycles, 1200 RPM
. Hattery new or modernized: New :  Maximum KW required for utilities:; None
" ..runnion elevation in battery: No. 1 Gun 25.520 ft. Maximum XKW required for non-battle conditions: None
~ No. 2 Gun 25.55% ft, ‘ Commercial power provided; No
Datum plane; umw_gj Auxiliary power unit provided: Yes
C e . Type of lighting fixtures: Spark and Damp Proof
UTILITIES: 0 Dehumidifying unit; No
Water Supply ‘ N Rooms wet or dry: Dry
—'XMEEEE' Shallow well - How ventilated: Natural circuletion of air
Alternate source: None ‘ How heated: Not hesated
Site of mains XNo maln to battery ‘
Sewer ' ) - DATA TRANSMISSION;
Connected to sewer:; No Type: Field telephone ‘ qq,b/ -
Type of disposals No ' s8I0
Type o posals EP RN
Type of latrine: No REMARKS 3 2u
‘None LA

ARMAMENT

\ rmplace-: t 1 tGune Ser-; ‘ 1 : 3 : :Carriages .
ment No.: Cal.:Length: Model iial No. jManufmoturer: Mounted 1 Type 1 Model Serial No. :Manufecturers Motor

1 51 1 255" sRavy Mk ¢ 1295 Four Lakes 1July 19l;2;Pedestal sMk XIIT 357 1US Naval Gun: YNone

3 1 t
: ' tVIII-1919; 1 Ord. Co. 3 ' 1Mod 5 3 s Factory s
: 3 t 5 I 3 1 1 t 1 t
2 ¢+ 51 ¢ 255" qNavy = ¢ U458 4 US Naval jJuly 1942:Pedestal:McXIII 3 356 1U8 Naval Gun: None
1 s tMe VIII 1 Factory H : 1Mod 5 : tFactory t
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The Hatterae Mine Fleld.

Early in May the Navy established 2 mine protected anchorage socuth
of Cape Hatteras. This was formed by laying a large contact mine field in
an irregular arc from Cape Hatieras to Ocracoke Inlet, some thirty miles
long with the center some fifteen miles off shore, the anchorage being near
ghore and off Hatierse Inlet, and the entrances st Ccracoke and Hetteras.
After it was laid the Commandant requested gun defensze. The outer bank is
flat, ;andy and swept by storms; FPemlicc Sound inside is shallow end the
benk is impossible to approach except at the Inlets and bty small boads,
Reconnalssance developed almost no tenable pomitions nesr Ccracoke, and
positions in the send dunes at Hztteras but herd to get tor supply would
have been very difficult and meintenance hard. If it haé to be done a bat~
talicn of 155 guns would be regulred; however, cn 25 May the Commandant end
I decided to suspend action in view of the menifest difficulties and to see
if the enchorsze worked., The Navy Department had ordered the mine field
laid for an anchorage and the Adwiral mever thought it practical. we had
not leng to wait: on June 11 the taaker Atallax struck & mine and sank in
stteppting to enter. The anchorage wes closed while the entrances were pwept
but en 15 July two more vessels, damaged by submor_ne sttacl, struck mines
snd pank. Fortunstely for the Sector, the harbor was totzlly impossaible;
due to the prevailing high seas in this graveysrd of the coast the mines
"salked" and were more dangerous then a submarine. The harbor was sbandoned

and an effort made to sweep the mine but few ware found.

Subm=rine Cempaign -~ Second Fhase

The submerine campaign continuec during Mcy, June, and July but
diminiahed in its intensity rapidly thereafter as our counter measurea bew

came effective,

Submarines were sciive in District waters during Msy but noc mer-

chant ahipping was sunk and the weight of the campaipn appesared to have




moved to more southerly waters. On 9 May at about 1640(, the Coast Guard
Cutter "Icarus" mighted a submarine some twenty five miles south of Cape
Lockout whieh fired a torpedo at her. The torpedo missed exploding in he r
wake, and she opened fire with her 3-inch guns firing 14 rounds, 6 or 7 tak-
ing effect. The submerine crew abandoned ship, %2 being caj tured, one of
whom died. This was the fsmous case in which the cutter reported: "Sighted
sub - gork same.™ On 10 May the HMS "St. lowman", a Eritish trawler, oper-
ating in the arsa had & contact, again off Cape Lookout, and drop.ed depth
charges probably dsmaging the submarine. On 15 Hey & Cosst guard plane
sightéd » submarine scme thirty five miles off Cregon Inlet at 00534 The
cubmarine was on the surface with iwelve men on deck. Ca the approack of
the plane, it dived leaving two men on deck and was probzbly sunk from the
aprecrance of the oil slick which followeé the attack. Heny other contacts
were reported and constant reports of flsres, explosions, enemy agents on
ghore, signzle from ehore, mnd strange slips along shore, kept the Havy,

the Sector forces and the Coastal warning service busy.

Early in June submerine activity increased - three and possibly
four submarinee were believed to be operating in District wsters and the
Germans delivered = mine laying sttack co:. the Chesspeske entrance. At 17004,
June 15, & northbound convoy of thirteen ships was stending into Chesapeake
Eay following the swept channel. At 1705Q juet ae the convoy was turning,
south of the "2CB" buoy an observer at one of the Harbor Pefense staticns
reported toat one ship exploded and ceught fire - this proved to be the Ameri-
csn tenker "R. C. Tuttle' which caught fire, burned and sank. The harbor
defense =lerted sll brtteries, notified Joint Operstions,and called for a
plane to search the area. At 17334 m second ship, the tanker "Esso Augusta”
was reported as struck. Neither the plane, the harbor defense statlons,
por the convey could find evidence of any submarine. The harbor defense
remzined on elert but the plane wae released at 1915Q. At 2013Q the British
corrette "Kingston Ceylonite" which had been part ol the escort was seen
to explode and mink just to the west of the other incidents. The "Esso
Augusta" was seriously dumaged but remained afloat and was salvaged although
she lost three men. The "Kingston Caylonite" exploded and sank in four
minutes with all hands. The crew of the "Tuttile” were rescued., The harbor



defense remained on alert until 2340 when rlert was reduced to one battery
and the mine fields at contect when no shipping wes in the channel while
the mearchlights were uced tc sesrch for survivore with the patrol craft.

Two daye later the Anmerican colller "Santere" was sunk in the

@seme ared.

Swaeping operations in the channel had besn conducted regularly
by the Navy in the swept channel. The morning after the incident a special
sweep was made and five mines explodedj in later aweeps eight more were
found.% The incident occurred within ranze of the symament but there had
been no reports cf submarine contacts in the ares and the conclusion wes
inevitsble that z submerine hod come inte the vicinity under cover of dark-
pees or poor vigibility &né laid the mines sBome time before. 4is it wes
krnown that tie magnetic and accustic mine could be pet for varying delay
after planiing and before becoming active emd cculd be set to "Click" by
seversl t.rgete bvefore srming, it is not known when cor how many mines were

sctunily laidg,.

The three sinkinreg on 15 June caused considersble excitement
among the summer crowds at Virginia Beach, made worse by the srrival of
sighteeers from Norfolk when the newe spread, end treccpe from the Cepe Henry
Defense Tcrce were finally put into Virginis Beach to keep the main roads
opea and straightea things out.

On 19 June at O2L44g, the "YP389" on patrcl was machine gumned
and shelled by 2 submerine near Diemond Shoels Light:"!; tees o7 Tepe

Hetteras and sunk, nineteen survivors wers seiiusc By <@xoh marl suiters
coming to her asslstance.

On 24 June three ships were sunk by an ezemy submzrine scxe 50
miles south of Cape Hatteras, one in the garly morning hours and two ships
of an eleven ship convoy thzt evering, Most of the crews were saved and
& Navy tug got one of the ships in tow but she sank later. On the 27th and
again on the 28th a ship was sunk in the general ares south and east of
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Hatteras snd on the *0th .one some 270 miles esst of Hatteras. From the
great number of contact reports and other unsuccessful attacks it became
apparent that & submerine pack of five to meven shipe was operating in

the erea., Surface and air patrols both Army and Navy, followed up on con-
tact reports, attacked whenever poesible and while in most ceses no positive
evaluation of demage was possible, certainly operations were made increas—
ingly difficult for the enemy. On 24 June the "PCLE5" attackea snd probably
sank 8 submorine very near the site of the sinking of the three merchantmen.
Cn 3EJuly some 15 miles east of Hatteras, a coest guord cutier and the USS
"Lansdowne" attacked and scnk a submarine. On 7 July about 40 miles south-
ezst of Hatteras en army plane bombed and sank a submerine. Survivers
appeared on the surface, 1life rafts were dropped by plane and seven survivors,
including the captain, Captain Horst Degan, were picked up by & Navy rplene.,
Again on the 14th a Navy Plane and three coast gusrd cutters attacked and
probably destrcyed ancther submerine off Hatteras.

In spite of the intensity of the submarine operstions off the
Loockout-Hatteras area, no merchanimen were sunk during the first two weeks
in July. BHowever, on 15 July, the enemy scored wgein when a Bubmarine
attack was made on a convoy 15 miles south-southeast of lmrtteras. Three
torpedoes were fired, one striking the Honduran freighter, the "Bluefield"
which sank in three minutss, one damaged the American ship "Chilore™ and
one damaged the Panamanian ship "J. A. Mowinckel”. The damaged ships were
teken into the Hetteras anchoragse but struck mines end sank, The "Chilore®
wag later salveged. Two navy planes bombed the submarine which had surfaced
in the convoy and azparently struck for the subtmarine disappeared and &

quantity of oil appeared on the surface.

There were no further sinkings of friendly vessels in the areas
until the following year. Submarine contacts continued during August and
September, and to a lesser extant thereafter. The active operations of
the Navy, eir coverazge and convoys hod pretty well driven the enemy to

other waters,



Crgenizations,Stations and Strength,
CHESAFZAKD BAY 3200010
Bobruery 1943.

Stotions and Unlts 1T CIT78 £ wiele I Aliu 5 ifielie $20L0LSS
Fort lionroo : : : : 3 H
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OPERATIONS 1943

The year 1943 saw the continuation, waning and end of the aggressive
Gergpan submarine campsign and operations off our coast. The Navy through
its patrols, convoys, air coversge end operations at sea had definitely
secured control of the sea, but minor ememy raids and operations continued
and protection of our shipping could not be relaxed. With the operations
the development of the harbor defenses continued and the taking over of
most of the beach - patrol by the Coast Quard permitted the concentretion
and p}oper training of the Mobile Force. Finally, the improved strategic
situation lead to the first etepa in the reduction of the defense and the

relesse of some troope for other work.

During the first months of the year submarine contacts were freguent
but without poeitive results. It was not until b Mey that a successful enemy
attack wee made in the pinking of the Penemanisn tanker "Panam" by two tor-
pedoes some 25 miles south-southeast of Cape lLookout. The ship was in con-
woy when attacked and pank with e loes of 2 men, 50 being rescued., BSubma~
rine reports continued but without further result umtll 5 Auvgust when the
USS "Plymouth" (PG) was sunk while acting as convoy escort about 90 miles
east of Cape Charles., The ship had just started a turn as & result of a
sound contact when she exploded and sank in a few minutes evidently from a
torpedo; 4 men were killed srnd 84 rescued. Two days later & Navy PV plane
wag shot down by a submerine, presumably the same cne, some 100 miles
further east, 3 men of the crew of five being lost. A4is time went on subma-
rine contacts became less and no further successful attacks occured until
4 December when the Cuban motorship "lLibertad" was torpedoed and sunk about
75 miles southeast of Hatteras with a loes of 7 men drowned and 18 missing.
This was the last sinking in Sector waters until late in 1944,

The usual dincidents along the beaches continued, Flares, flashing
lights, supposed signals, small boats snd strange and authorized persons
were seen by patrols and noted on the beaches. The perscns found were
usually fishermen or visitors wandering sbout who were always reported by
the locsl inhablitants, intereested in all operations sand inclined to report
anything, particulerly strangers. There was no evideance of landing sttempts

or communlcations from shors with the enenmy.




ok,

Earbor Defense of Beaufort Inlet

At Beaufort Inlet the harbor of refuge st Lookout Bight was hes-
vily used by convoys moving along the ccast. While submarine contacts
were frequent in the area in no case was eny attempt made on shipring
within the defensive sesa area. The amall harbor defense at Beaufort Inlet
with its navel armament sund full radar control had developed into & most
efficient unit and & mafe and sures harbor of refuge.

Harbor Defense of Chesapeake Bay.

Some i1dea of the mognitude of the operations of the Harbor Defense
of Chesapeake Bay may be gained from the fact that, during 1943, 31,944 ehips
of one kind or another pessed in or out of the Capes amd were exsmined,
eﬁtered. or cleared by the joint HECP. Thim is an average of 87 ships a
day. By the end of the year, some 100 ships a day were entering or leav-
ing and included one overseas convoy of some 60 to 70 shipes every 10 days
which were assembled in Lynnhaven Roads under harbor defense protection

and then passed out to mea under escort.

While the modernization program of the harbor defense was pro-
gressing there had developed two deficlencies, nsmely the Antimotor torpedo
boat defenme and the sufficiency of the mine fields.

All navies had de#eloped the motor torpedo boat, & fast highly
maneuversble craft and a dsngercus method of attack on ehipping. 7The con-
voys in Lynnhaven Roads, the many naval veseels in trainiﬁg in the bey as
well as the many vessels in Hampton Roade &and in the bay generally up to
Baltimore, made Chesapeake Bay & most attrective tarpet snd its attack a
dangerous possibility with which the Navy was greatly concerned. While the
harbor defense had ample heavy armament it did not have sufficient quick~
fire light armament to give an adequate motor-torpedo boat defense, & prob-
jem further complicated by the wide entrance at the Capes , some 20,000
yards, all navigsble by the light draught motor torpedo boats. The problem
hadvbeen partislly met by the instsllation of 3 inch repicd fire batteries
at Fort Ctory snd Fieherman's Island, but was eventuslly solved, insofar



pight except when shipping was authoriged in the channel. Planted ang
mainteined from little Creek and Fort Monroe it required three mine planters,
meny seall bosts and three batteries of coast artillery, scme 25 officers,

25 warrant officere {mine planter service) and 600 men.

The Bector Mobile Force,

The beach patrol had been a seriocus drain on the Mobile Force
and 53 dipzipated their strength that the combat value of the force as a
mit was snell end combat training next to impossible. At the same time
the Coast Qusrd with their permanent lifeboat statlone and permanent communie
cations was much better orgonized to patrol the bemches. The Army had full
responsibility for coazst defense and initially it had been necessary to em-
ploy the troops on the beaches. BHowever, by a joint agreement in November
1942 and &n increase in the Coast Guard strength, the Coast Guard gradually
took over the beach patrol end permitted the concentration of the Defense
Forces in their base camps except for certain putpssts at vitzl beaches

end as a close support to the Cosst Guerd.

with the relief of the Mobile Forces on the bemch patrol intensive
training wae undertsken and the combat efficiency of the Force rapidly
brought up during the first half of 1943, A provisional battalion of the
1iith Infantry was sent to Solomons Island in April to sct ms & defense
force in exercises with the Amphibious Force Atlsntic Fleet and finally,
July 1% to %0 the entire Mobile Force was concantrated in the Croatan Forest
scuth of Newbern, N. L., for combined maneuvers which were most successful.
Taring the exercises the Defense Forces on the Eastern Shore and at Cape
Benry were replaced by the L6th Coast Artillery, ascting s& infantry, from

Czmp Fendleton.

The improved sirategic situation had indicated Ior sumetime that
measures for the defense of the Coast might be reduced, and in September

warning orders were recelved for all mobile units {0 be preparsd for oversea



movement. On October & orders were received that the 10imt Cavalry
(mechaniged) would relieve the 1llth Infentry. The 101st Cavslry srrived

on 17 October and the 1llth Infantry concentrated at Camp Pendleton, departed
on 2B October for San Francisco snd the Pacific thester. The 176th Field
Artillery pessed to the Army Ground Forces st Camp A, F. 11, on 19 October.
Tere service elements of the Mobile Force remained.

¥ith the 10lst Cavalry ae the Sector Mockile Force, the regiment,
legs detechmente, Leczme the Cape Henry Defencse Force with station =t Camp
Ashby, cne ecuadron headgnarters, one reconnaiegsance trocp end service ele-
mente were assigned the Cape Charles Defense Force at Westowver, Maryland,
and one pquadron headquarters, one reccmnaissance troop and service elements
were essigned Beaufcrt Inlet Dafense Force and stationed at Morehead City,
North Carolins, The Coast (Guerd took over all besch patrol except at Vir-
ginis Beach and the Cevalry confined themselves to heavy motorized patrols
or periodic sweepe through their areas, maintaining contact with the Coust
Guard end other Army, Navy and Marine Corps unite as well oz the civil
authorities.




INACTIVATION OF THE S8ECTOR 19h4

Cn War Depariment instructions 1 November, 1943, the category of defense
of the Eastern Defense Council wae reduced to & coastel frontier probably
free from attsck but for which a nominsl defense must be provided for polit-
ical reammons in sufficient strength %o repel ralds by submarines, by sur-
fuace vessele or isolated raids by sireraft operating chiefly for moral effect,
In December the atrungtﬁ of the Defense Command was drastically reduced and
in lieu of the sector organizetion previously in effect two large sectors
were to be esteblighed, the Chesapeake Bay Sector being absorbed in a new
Southeastern Sector including the coast from Rew York to Key west.

Starting in January 1944 plans for this reorganization were made and
the necessary readjustments carried out.

The Fifth Naval Dletrict made no radical changes. The Joint Cperations,
the Approach snd Entrance Force and the HECPs remained in operation as before.

The Harbor Defense of Chesapeake Bay having been in fact, the parent
unit of the Sector ebsorbed =1l its logal obligetions as representing the
Army in the Bempton Rosds areas, the Sector Commander toking over the Harbor

Defense Command.

The Harbor Defense of Besufort Inlet and the Sector Mobile Force passed
to the control of the mew Sector with headquarters in Releligh, N. C, The
eurplus Coast Artillery unite were concentrated at Fort Monree and Fort
Story end transferred to the Army Ground Forces &s replacemente.

On 12 February the Zastern Defense Command issued its general orders
for reorganizetion and the Chesapeake Bay Sector wacs inactivated 29 February
194k,




Chitham, viridnia
bober 20, 1081

Mr, Paul Branch

Fort Macon State irark

P.0. Box 127 :

Atlantic Beach , tNorth Ciurolina

Lo awr Mr. Branch:

On September 8, 1921 when 1 was vigiting sour nplace, L promisecd
you some information relative to the battalion that was there shortly
after the oul break of +the war. The gentliecman with me fhalt day wns
also a member of that command. 1 beg of you to Torsive the delay in
reasnonding fo your reguest, kmk even though i am retired, 1 stay
very busy.

The information on the cnclosed sheets 1is based totally on my
memory. Yhereas the nccuracy way be sugpect Lo some, I cwn nmssure you
that il ig neccurate enough to satisfy:r vour nceds,and I would swear
that L am more accurate than nyone elgse on the matter.

L appolagize for the lousy typing, my ability, nlus the fact this
tyvewri‘ber Lins about had l“i,j doesn't pruﬂuce nerfeetion in correg-—
pondence. If therve is morelinformition you need, or desire, please
don't hesitate to wrile me. I hnve lelt out wmany of the necdotes
and trivialities I recall happening {there. Drobablyy wouldn't meun
mucih Lo anyone not familiar with the personalities or the circum=
stances invalved.

I shall probably sce you in May zince [ pet down Lhnl way
several times o year.

Very 1ruly yours

(;ﬁé&%?s ].g;

LTC. UsGe ormy
Rt. 2 iy Box 264
Chothom, Vivginis 24531

Al -



FOAT M ACON TROOPS PROM DECIMBEE 1941 to ALGUST 1942

The 244th Coast Artillery Regiment wnos 1 tractor drawn 150 millimeter
cun ors mizalion consisting of a rogimental headauarters and headauarters
bmtterf,xnd three battalions. Tts neace time status-beiang n clement of
tlie New York National Guard. The regiment wos osrdered to active foderal duty
during wseptember 1940 and stationed At Camp Pendieton, Virginia., dince the
regiment did unot bave sufficient officers and enlisted menvower to mret
federalized reoauivements, the needed nfficers weve ovrdered in Trom other
components. The enlisted mannower reauirements were I'rom the draft.

soon aftaer the declaration of war(lec. 7, 1041) the battalions were
deployed separately. ibhe Fivst Battalion cune to PFort Macon, the Second
Dattalion went to Alaska, »nd the Thi-¢ Battalion w:.s denloyed to the South-
west Pacific wen. This left only the regimental hercuarters ~nd headquarters
battery at Camp Pendleton, Virgnia. '

The first battalion 244th CA arrlveﬂ at Fort Macon 2t dawn December
21. 1941 unéer the command of Lieutensant Colonel Harry G. Fowler who would
lewve spproximatley one month later 1o return 1o Cwnp Pendleton, vYirginia
1o talke command of the third bqitwllon Tor its denloyment to the South
Pacific \rea. Upon rriving a2t Fort Hacon, the hendouarters of the battalion
wis establisbed in the oléd Const kuald building at Fort KMacon. Ileadouarters
battery occupied the Fort. The headquarters later moved from the coast guard
building to the lort."D"Battery moved its cuns into the dunes overlooling
the beach at Fort Micon. "A" DLaliery nllcoﬂ its guns in the Junes over-
locking the beach spproximately {wo . miles west of atlantic Beach. Later,
a readjustment ©f the defeuses were.made. lwvo runs from batlery "A" were
moved to Cape Lookout to a1 position.on the point betweenithe Chpe wook-
out Const Guard otation wnd the ocean., Later two six inch naval guns and
two seventy-five millimenter guns were added 1o that location. Battery A"
personnel manned Lthe guns west of Atlantic Bench as well +he puns on Cnape
Lookout. The pguns and personnel wre.nositioned on Uape lookout during May

1942, -

The following was the personnel sgtructure upon the battalion's arrival
at Fort Macon. (NG) Cenotes national guard of ficer,

Battalion Commander: Lt. Col . Harry G. Fowler (NG)
Bxecutive Officer:{ I don't shink one was agsigne& At Lhe time)

AGjutbant: (I can't vecall, I know that he was {-mporary)

5=2 Ist Lt. Weir idamson(promdted to captin) (NG)

Fe3 ¢ Ithinlke it was temporrily lst Licut. J. L. 3ebes)
S—4 2nd pient. Chorles P, 0'Lonnell (NG)

Searchlight O0ff: st Lieut. Jaumes N. Tarner.

yamunition Officer: 1st Licut. M. Ai. Huscon {HG)

Battery "

Battery Commnder: Capt. Josenh . Deelkor (NG}Jxﬁm“ trans.to Hq.

Gxeculive Oflicer: lst Licut. Dennig 1. Ward (NG) Dee o Btvy vomdr,

Platoon Officers : lst Licut. Donald Timberlaike (Later t#anslerred Cut)
Znd Licut, Charles #,H. Jones

"

"nd Lieut. Jesse N. Horgham

Firgt sorge-nt: Vincent Brecka ( Vent 1o 003 pr.e 140)
Supnly Sergeant: Harold Stemper o
Mess srrgeabt: Chaorles Ritter .

Commanications Sgts Martin Myers

OVER (1)



Machine Gun 3Sgt: Arthur Beinz{Bo-nsy _

Motor Sgte Donald C. Wallace ( Later nromotes to First Sgt)
mpunition Sgt: Kanter

Tange Sghe Fredda.

frun Sgtst Noo Gun Larry Trubinsky { YMoved to Cape Lookout with gunj
No. 2 Gun. Murray Gold { koved to Cape Look with Gun)
Noe 3 Gun. Eddie dawisha _
Ho. 4 fGun. Peter Lubinsky ( Marreicd o local girl)

Cilicy personnel of " " Bottery:

Cnl. Georpe Mizeslkolliwrried  loeal girl)
Cnl Grovoe Burnsg
Cnl \kbert Lathower . Meliovern Van Yye
sot. T Balwak Lecca Vinch
Ple. Balzak lechan & ¥ashburn
Aranof?f Major - Windisgh
Apgar Mende Winters
Ashe Molleonbwer Wilson, Zkmer
Aminnlion Michaud S DiTamnsso
Bahley Moraski
Belusky Yelnick
Bauer Nasturiclk
Bopgdan Newton
Bordelon Nalion
Brakstad - : Orysh { mavried o loc .l girl)
Brink Palladino
Byrnes ‘ Parker
Colanti Tavaréik
Chinarello Polanin
Chionacki ‘Patton
Callkeen ' Popecii
Darnall{ dird from drowning while in the area)
Lunton - Predmore
vonnelly, Eddie Puntillo
Donnally, George Heilly
Fagan. (transferred to Air Corp Miur. '42)
Frye .
Fink Rice Note: These are all that
Figh . Ross I can-think of from
Pontanetta Rose Battery A.
Grillo : Rozenstein, H.

Hageerty Rosenstein, Stumpy
Harvey ‘ Rolling
Hart Rusowicz -
Hedley - , Sarubbi
Hoyt : Sawitsly
flodel : 3calzo
Kachurn Shattuek
Kahn Schnurer
Knox Sullivan
Hordel Steffani
Xenney . Struticowski
feldea ) sie kLEIuP}'?SS Siecgel
Kevolowiezth Sparks
K¥ushner ) Sturtz
Laogsiter o Smith, C,.
Lefterson - Suslin
Leuuw Tarnmine
MeHee Thompson, J.ck
MeDonnell Thompson, Napoleon
MacDonsld Yahey

Virnier

[ =)




Other than officers, 1t was not too familinr with the personnel of the
battery "B" and Ueadauarters Dagtery. ilowever, I ¢id know the following:

1

Headguarters BAattery

Battery Commander; Copt. srank Tracey(Later {rans. sut)
Batteory Exec: 1st Licut M. 4 Hussony was alse wmmunition Ufficer)

First Sergeants:

. Battery B"
Battery Commanders Capt. Clare M. Schuster(Later 4rans. out of area)
Battery mxecutiver 7 7
Platoon ufficers: 2nd Lirut, Sidney . YWortman (later trans. to sattery "A
“nd Lieut. Roy.BD. Farrell
2nd. Lieut. vharles B. Miller (Joined later—— wpril'42)
First Sergeant: John Heslin _
2nd Lieut. Walter Condler joined Battery"B" in July of '

WIITION AL INFORN TLION

The fdefense priganized -nd controlled fyom the lort was known as the
tlarbor welense of Beaulort Inlet., Its mission was to deflend the area from
possible attack by enemy naval forces and provide,withih its capability,
protection for shipping from enemy submarizmes.

The baltalion vommander was also the commander-ol 1he arhor vefense
of Beaufort Inlet . However, this changed lFor 1 while. The vegimental
commnder of the 244th Uoast wtillery Regiment was still in Camp Pendleton
Virginia with only a heacdauarters nd hesdgunrters batbtery under his commnan .
since all of the battalions had left senarately. He wns sent with his head-
quarters and headquarters baltery to [fort Macon to thike commund of the
Harbor BDelfense O0f Beaulort Inlet. This relegated the battalion comm:nder
to the pasition of battalion commancder only. Thisg {look plnace i wpril '42,
In June '42, the situation changed ngain. The regimental commander, who was
Colonel John Young, took his headguarders wnd heatausrters bottery {to Camp
Pendleton, Virginia to form the 50th Coast Artillery Reogiment. This meant
that now, ‘he saltalion Comm-nder of the #irslt saltalion wns again the
Commander of 4the Harbor Pefenges 0f PBe~ufort Inlet. lLicut. Colonel John C,
Mazrel was Lhe battalion commwder b this time.

Chmgeg in Comm e Struciure

Lt. Col. Fuwrry Towler left in Jannwy . ov Februwy , wnd w.s succeeded by |
a Majer John C. Mazseil, who wig nrombted to Lieut. Col Auring 1i- latter

nart of webruary.

Lieut, Dennig ¥ard wos promoted fo Captiin rhortly ftor arrival st Fort
Macon . e assumed cowmmpnnd of Battery "' uof Captain Joseph o Breeker was
translerred to Bahbalion idewlounrters s  batbtalion executive officer.

Captain Clare M. Schuster wag transferres out of the aren in iorch '42.
Lieut. Josenh D. GEbes succecdad achuster s commandeyr of DabberYURM,

- il

Captain Frank PTracey was dransfevred out of 1he area in 8 .rch 1942

el r4 T4, O . Famart ol de demdn s ‘
vicikly  ~fter Li. Col. wowler deportod to join Jowlor for 1he zoulh

Lieut, Teir Adomeon wns nromoled to cantain in January 1342 nd left
ﬁ‘\
Pacifie. [

-
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Lieut, Ionald Timberlale wns tronsferved out of the area from Rtlbery "A“
Lieut. oifney Y. VYoriman was dr-nsferred to Dattery "3 3o Datteory MAY
Lirut, Jease N, Foriman was Ltyansferred {rom B bttery "AM 1o Hedounrters
. Headenarters dattery as Motor OfTicer. These trasnsferre” 1ook place
Caring the month of amareh '42( [ venlize dhis infovmation isn't coarth-
shaleing, but zometime one runsz inta +“he arsument of who was where when, and
since ours warn the first army unit in P hat afea 47 ter Lthe sulbre -k nf war
m:n v oof thoe old timerszs. lilke to ¢iscuss il ~nd the mennle ageocinted with

it. )

Lirut. J mes N. Turner woz nromoted 1o Capt win ~nd succeéded Sebes as
Podtery Comuander of Dittery "D, Mebes, Vho ho been promoted $o Captain
Ly thi- timei ~n’ married to a loeal irl- Julin Thomavs from lleaufort)
was assigned 4o de ydanarters rs S=3 (Plang and Trodning OF Ticer

i

whis bald :lion lefi sovebenad vity by train on *he wmorning of wipust 2,9, or
19 ????.ZI cannot remember exactly)  for Uoston where it embarkes for

Tecel ind.. It =-ile” into 1he Leelyndie harbor fhe wmorning of oseptember 1,
1242 abosrd the S5.8. Ormond, - British tr-nsport. :

Yo wepre renlaced al rort Mocon by another 155 millimeter {tractor drawn
bathbalion. This w=as an all negro battalion with the oxception of its
officers whom were 11 white. Our Men on Cape lookout were renlaced by

a battery of fthe 2nd Coast Artillery Ueriment fiom Fort Monroe, Virginia,
this baltery wns under fthe command od. Thompson,
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HMEADQUARTERS
THIRD COAST ARTILLERY DISTRICT
FORT MOMNROE, VIRGINIA '

December 17, 1941

Mr. H. B. Etheridge,
State Department of Conservabion and Development,

State of Nerth Carolina,
Raleigh, N.C.

My dear Mr. Etheridge:

P

In a telephone conversation between Captain Ellis of my staff
and Colonel Smith, Adjutant General for the State of North Carolina,

we were advised that the reservation at Fort Macon near Morehead City,
North Carolina, is under your depariment and were advised to contact d
VO, Fe

The importance of the harbor of Beaufort Inlebt and the Naval
installations under construction in that vicinity has made 1t imperative o
that defensive measures against raids be taken. It is desired to place Ft '
artillery in the area that is now part of the state park at Fort Macon. p-on
It will also be necessary to provide housing facilities for the personnel the
and storzage space for supplies and equipment. 11

By agreement with you, I should like to use the old fort at Fort S
Kacon and proceed with such construction as is necessary for the Natiomal = -
safety in the state park. Further it would be inadvisable to have this
park open to the public during this emergency, and with your permission
I should like to close the park to all bubt military and authorized civ-
ilian personnel. R

I have this date given instructions to a reconnaissance party
to proceed to Morehead City to mzke a preliminsry reconnaissance of the

area. They have been instructed to contact the caretaker at Fort Macon

upon arrival.

At such time as the fortification of this area is authorized
the necessary troeps and equipment will be ready to take up positions

at Fori Macon.
Very sincerely yours,

7y
(le b Too=
ROLLIN L. TILICN,

Zrigadier General, U. 3. Army,
Commanding.
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LiEuT.COL.HENRY GILLETT FOWLER 'E OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF

L " D
COAST ARTILLERY 'RVATiON W.EEVELOPMENT ’
UNITED STATES ARMY R. BRUCE ETHERIDGE, DirecToR
T T (B 1O T T O S -
J. 5. HOLMES, STATE FORESTER RAE“EZGd
FOREST FIRE wenammstd
W. Q. McCORMICK, AssT. FORESTER
W. K. BEICHLER, FOREST INSPEGTOR Fort Macon State Park,
FOREST MANAGEMENT Morehead Gity, N. <.,
F. H. CLARIDGE. A3sT. FOREAYTER
Decembar 19, 1941,

STATE PARKS
T. W, MORSE, SUPERILNTEMDENTY

Mr. Thomas W. Morse,
superintendent of State Parks,
Ne Co» Department of Conservation and Development,

Ralslgh, North Varolina.

Dear Mr. Morse;

Lieutenant Colonel Henry Gillett Fewler,
Coast Artlllery, Unlted States Army, wiilh three other
men from Camp Pendleton, Virginia Beach, virginla,
came to Fort Macon teday and inspected it for militery
purpeses, with a view to fortlfying it with guns and
establishing quarters in Fort Macon State Park for
soldlers.

Lieut. Col. Fowler took your address
and said that he would report to some other officer,
I think he sald to Col or Gen Tolson.

I am enclesing Col. Fowler's card.

Very sincerely Tours,
Z;/’ —4/rb¢4(/ ﬁéé%%5>§5;72?€62iz;7w’

Mrs. ott ¥e Humphrey,
Careta&ar, Fort Macon.
State Park. .
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NEWCOME cARLTON,

_GHARMAN OF THE BOARD

- - . ’ A
‘Raleigh, N, @,
. Docember 22, 1941

“Humphrey, O ags
Fort Macon State Park ‘|
RS orehead CLty,lerth Garolina




RHaleigh, Morth Carclin
Decembar 22, 1241

Va
g, hnd teld him Army offd
7ing or "iaking overt T

4!33 =
1]

\
QJ
L‘.‘..
ct
&
*1
o
<
[
[§H]
8
ﬂ)
LD
t
Ui
o

Semith,
Fo acon State

discusging the
Park for milit cld Colopel Smith tbat he thought the
Department should be consulted pricr te any acticn by ths Army sc thut ws could
rrn how, why and uhen the Army wishsd to use Fori Macon 3tate FPark, in what
ition it would be returasd Ltce the Department, end the fterms of a wri tten

G

agreeA nt bebwsen the Arry w«nd the Department covering Army use or

ata r
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]
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Cn Deeember 19 2irs. Jumohrey reported that a reconnalsanee party headed by
Lt. Colonsl Henry Gll’e te Fomxer, Coast Artillery Cfficer, had that day inspected

the " Fort and park: — - Sy B

Cn December 20 I discussed with ¥r. Etheridge Brigzadier General Rollin T.
Tiltonts letter of Decsmber 17. In his letter Generzl Tilteon said: "By agreenent
with 7ou, I should likxe tc use the old fort at Fort lMacon and proceed with such
construction as is necessary for the Naticnal safety in the state park. TFurther
it would be inadvisable H¢ have this park conen to the public durinz this emargency,
and with your permissicn I ahchld like tr close the rark to all but military and

authorized civilian personnel.’

¥Mr. Btheridge reguested me t0 draw up a reply to CGeneral Tilton's letter
saying that the Department would be glad %o cooperate with the Army in every way
possible and would turn Fori Macon State Park over to the Army if it was nesded
for Mational Defense purvoses. Mr. Ztheridge, also, agreed that in the letter it
should be pointed out that serious damage to natural features or to the Fort might
be extremely difficult, if noit impossible, to repair =nd *that & written agreement
should be drawn up covering these and other points.

Cn December 21 Mrs. Humphrey wired me that "244th Division Coastal Artillery
arrived today and are cecupying Fort Maccn'.

On December 22 Colonel ¥. W. Force, commanding the 244th Coast Artillery,
¢called from Virginia Beach %o request me to make arrangemeats for the Army personnel
to use the showers in the bathhcuse. During the course of his conversation, Colonel
Force made a statement to the effect that the Army fselt it necessary to ccecupy
Fort Macon, and while perferring tc do so with our permission, would do so whether
or not permission was given by the Department.

BJZZ /).//‘m\

Thomas W. Morse,
Superintendent of State Parks




e e Tl o Deceaber 24, 1741 |

Brigadier General Rollin L. Tilton : R L
" Headwuarters, Third foast Artillery Diatrict . S
: ‘Fort Henroe, Virginia ‘ o S . T

Dear General Tiltom

: : Soon after recelving your lstter of Decembar 17
R : h conceming Army use of Fort Macon State Park for National Defense
~ purposes, we recelved notlce that unlts of the 24Lth Coast Artillery ... — -
"7 were cccupylng the park, =0 before replying to your letter I walted -
" . ountil Y. Themas %.-Morse; Siuperimtendent of State Parks,-returned - -
-from the confersnce he had on December 23 at Fort Hacon with the
- ofticer in charga of t.hc Coast Artillery unit.s thcre. :

IR T.hiu Department- ia sager o aauiat in ths present
'emergmcy .‘m every possible way, and, of wurse, if use of Fort
© - - Macon State Park is required we are quite w»illing to have you use
1% for military purposes.  Should it be necsssary, you may aloso'“
- " the park 4o all but t.u',r and anuwrized aivilim paraonml

P

It» is assumed that For*b Macon State Park will b'

turned back to this: Department after the present war emergency ceases.

" to exist, 30 it seens to e advisabls to draw up a written agreezent

between thc ‘Army snd this Departmeat covering Army use of Fort dacon
State Park. I don't know jJust shat form thils agresment should havo

~or-what its terus should be, dut: I balieve the sgremient should . IR

sontain statenents covering the coniition in which the park and t.hc o

structures in it would be returned to this department. We are par- -

" tioularly congerned about possible dmnage to the natursl features -

- of the park md to the old Fort itself decsuse seriocus dun;o- to -

" elther would be axtrewely dlfficmlt, if not impossible, to repalr.

Yor exsmple, dlsturbance or destruction of vegetation on sand dunes

aould cause” xind oruaion ﬁaich, onae startnd, is very hard. ta umtml

—5@;&«&#&@@

B . o ka_sgg‘aj.{g;;'.‘ Bt

g ;w ww ﬂwpﬂrw_cﬂl\. e gt N e e LAY
b A - Sa T s e O B ST



'Gemréi‘-‘”ﬂ:lto:x S

S L ?fhile 8t Fort Haoon on Decambar 23 thc Stata Park :
Architect. prepared and gave to Lt. Colonel Fowler acme prsliminary .
estiriates on materlals required to convert the old Fort into barracmé »
~and the next day prepared sketches and more detalled estimates.  Next

Monday he will retum to Fort Nacon to glve any further asslistance sy
" required.” If any of the employses of the Department can assist in T
locating housing facllities or other structures, or be of sarvice '
in any other way, please do not heslitate to lat us Know. : :
Vary tmly yours,
' : - R. Bruce xstheridga . _
- AR ‘ Diractor, Department. of Gonaarvation )
. — i and D°?°1°Pﬁ“?‘?nt_;_ e

- . - . . . Ry . . . B - -
e A s s e T B R e T T R Rt R B S 1 ey L D T TR A A B ¢ e At AR




HEADQUARTERS
CHESAPEAKE BAY SEGTOR
FORT MONROQOE, VIRGINMNIA

i~ REPLY

REFER TO1 323 51 (l 5-&2)
200-ST Jenuary 5, 1942,

¥Mr. R. Bruce Etheridge,
Director, Department of Conservation and Development,

State of North Carolins,
Raleigh, Worth Carcliinsa,

Deer Mr, Etheridge:=

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 24th, and
thank you for your splendid cooperation and your generous offer of assistance
£0 our personnel in establishing the defenses of Beaufori Inlet.

Instructions have been issusd to all perscnnel to safeguard and |
preserve the state property and natural features at Fort Macon. Every effort

" will be made to maintain the reservation in the same condition of preservation

it was in when the fort was occupied by the military foroes., The needs of the
defsnse persornel and the installation of equipment will necessitate some
excavation and temporary albteration of the natural features, Precautions wiil
be taken to prevent any permanent damage or destruction. I assure you that
all vegetation will be preserved or replaced if damage is done in accomplishe~
ing any of the construction contemplated.

Arranpements are now being made for the preparation of a written
agreement between your department and the Government covering the ocoupation
of the State Park., This agreement will be in your hands in the mear future.

T appreci&te all you have done to assist our units at Fort Macon
and thank you for your generous offer for further cooperation.

Sincerely yours,
Ty
Pz
B

prifc 3
WFE/1wb ROLLIN L. TILTON, °*
Brigadier Gemeral, T.S. Army

Commanding .
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- USS Nevada in 1945, Total reconstruction completely changed her appearance. She now has™
- aslanted funnelcap andia SK radar screen on'her foremast. Both'her bow and her sterncarry.
|20 mmiAcA. guns. The life rafts are stowed on1he sides of her I4-in gun turrets, Her Fif: L:38 S
_s,wm -turreis are arranged inma sxmﬂar way as. on boar(i me I’enm’ssee TN

BB 36 Nevada

.D.fuﬁn:g the 1927/29 conversion both cagemasts were

replaced by tripods; the bridge was modified, the 5 Sin

- guns were raised one deck. and the. torpedo tubes

remeved. Two catapults were installed on turret X

and: 6n-the gquarter deck, The bulges added at this:

time: reduced: the speed of the ship. In 1935/36 the
height of the finnel was increased. Whereas shipsof
the: previous two classes had flush-decks the: main

decks o¥ Nevada and Oklaboma covered onlya little

more than half of the ship’s length. The lower quarter:
deck was therefore “wet” in heavy seas, Nevada was

damaged at Peérl Hérbor,' bue_; th.é: captain succeeded
in: beaching her. She: was then completely rebuilt

with a new re-arranged superstructure to permit im-

proved firing arcs for her A. A. guns; a higher bridge

linked with the funnel; and a high funnel cap inclined

aft. Other changes: included the removal of all
medinm gung and of the catapult previously plaged”
on trret X plus its handling gear. After this convers
siofy Mevado rejoinedithe: fleet looking considerably
changed. The eight new:5 in gun twin-mounts were
controlled by four MK 37 fire control systems and:
their associated radars: Inaddition forty-eight 40 mm-
and twenty-seven 28'mm -A. A, guns were instalied,
theugh: their numbers-chianged later iy the war, -



USS Nevada, probably in the middle of the 1930's. Note that the forward and aft casemate
guns have already been removed whereas the midships casemate guns have been mounted on
the upperdeck level. One of the hawseholes is empty. Due to the presence of 2 second

battieship behind, possibly the USS Okiahoma, the aft part sithouetie of USS Nevada is not
clearly visible. Collection 5. Breyer

USS Nevada during World War 1, immediately after her reconstruction. Mote the unique
funnel cap, and the four MK 37 gunnery control equipments on top of the bridge, abreast the

funnel, and directly abaft the short aft mpod The fire control radar is carned atop the
Mk 37s. . Photo December 1942

R S

Lsadfihinin,



LR 36 Mevads Radar Equipment

War Service: Forward  Ajt

1942 Covering force duly in the North Atlantic, Re- 194z SRa SRa
pairs; escort duty in the Atlantic and off North 1943 5K, 5Ra SRa
1945 51, 5Ra SRa

Africa

1943 Escort duty in the Atlantic

1944 Escort duty in the Atlantic and off the South of
France

1945 Two Jima, Okinawa, and {raining at Levie

Her midships |
seciion antil 1937.
Her foremuast and
her bridge as of 941,

IS8 Nevada in 1938, Her long quarterdeck permitted the instaljation of a calapult on the
fantail. Her alt mast has been replaced by a huge wipod structuve and her bridge recon-
structed. The 5 in casemate guns have been raised a deck. MNote the concentrated stowage of
the ship's boats. Hull bulges added.

44



Technical date and armament

_______ . e e e e
Pemi. No, Name of isplacesient Feight Feagth feam  Draupght  Compleaient
the ship flow  Strern
Standard Fult load  Stack Aav Feace War
s 18 e it i HE in
32 Wyoming {945 19.700 [74.3 28.4 2.7 as BB: as AG:
1083 400
33 Arkansas 26100 3000 8,2 &1 {733 32,2 9.7 1330 1650
32.0 14
34 New York 27.000 32.000 7.6 5,5 174.7 32,4 9.6 1 340 i-530_
22,0 41,2
35 Texas 27.000 32.000 76 55 1747 24 96 1340 1530
22.0 41,2
36 Mevada 29.000 34,000 8.4 49 (778 N9 99 L 301
29,3 369
1943 after coaversion
37 Oklahoma 29.000 28.900 t77,8 290 8,7 864 1025
38 Pennsylvania 33,10 36.500 7. 4,6 1853 32.4 .2 1358 2 2%
23,2 38,7
19 Arizona 12,600 16.500 79 46 1853 2096 8.8 1358 2290
232 8.7

186




Armameny
ar heavy buttery seeondary batfery

): i6-Sin-

Catag, Afror. Notes

§-3in-L723 - — After May 193] gunpery (raining ship
= AG {7

4 e Hh-Sin-1./38 — — After 1944 A A, rraining ship:

4-3in armament changed occasignally

B2 6-1Gin-143

Hi-40mim
! 3 Stn partly in casemates
i
i

po-3n-L 5 8-31n-1.730¢
[ AR S e VT T O-3in-L/30 (0-3in

32 36-d0mm
i 20

1937 H0-1in-Eid5: 16-Sin-1./51, B-3in- L300 3in partly in casemates
-2, 8em

1942 -idin-1L745 G-3in-L/3 0L - 3in-1./50 ! 3 20-mm-AL A, guns reduced
24/40-40mm

47 36-Thnm

1937 iG-Hin-iA45 16-5in-1./51: 8- 3L/ 54 ! 3 Sin in casemates
' 4-2.8cm
947 10-1din-L/45 B-5in-L75 0 6 3in- L7850 } 3 20-mrm-ALA, guns reduced
24/43-40mam
42/36-20mim

Sin-LA5T in casemates

1935 {0-18in-L/45:40 12-3in-L/51 8-Sin-L/25,
19472 0-1din- L7452 40 —— {6-5in-1./38: 1 3
36-dihinm
MK
38-20mm

[

935 {0-1din-L/d%a+a [2-Sin-L51 §-3in-L/25 2 3 sin-L/31 in casemates. Sunk
at Pearl Harbor

1940 {2-14in-L/45% 12-5i-L/5 12-5in-L/25, z
B-2.8em

1943 12 Mdin-1./45: 16-3tn-1./38: { 3
LA S Al
maximim
SO-20mm

Sin-L/51 in casemates

.
Laz

1940 12-1din-1./45; (2-8in-L/53%: [2-3in-1.735, 2 3 Sin-L/51 tn casemates
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By RUTH BARBOUR

Narws-Timas Contritutor

“WHEN THE War was
ery Close” was the topic of
/o recent cotumns on THE
EWS-TIMES editorial
age. They stirred

iemories in men who were .

ationed in this county dur-
g months  Immedidtely
Nowing our declaration of
ar on Germany and [taly
ec, 11, 1841, a few days
fier Pearl Harbor.

Germany lost no time in
=nding her U-boats (Unier
ee hools) along our east

" coast 10 sink smppmg:qes_

tined for Great Britain,
Prime targets were {ankers -
carrying ofl to fuel the Allied
war machine, The Atlantic
lapping our shores, where
etiemy submarines prowled,
was called the Eastem Sea
Frontier.

SENT HERE from Ohie,
Pennsylvania and  other
states to guard agalnst the
Germans pulling ashore a
landing force were Army
units.
were MNick Galantis, from

Ohio, now a Morehead City‘ :

Among those men .

“lown comaminsloner;  Les
Moore, troem Igaho, who with
his wrife Saily for yearsran a
- Bore ppd rented cabing st

Capy Laobout; Buck
Newsome, from Keniucky,

" formerly 8 Morehesd City
- Police  offtcer wow  with
- Carteret Towing Co., and

Fhihp 8. “Bud” Church Jr.,

cfrom Ohe, pew 8 retired
© - Heulensot celonsl living a1
- Ploe Kool Shores.

M. Oslantty wes drafied

- B Fobrusry 1943 and pritved

In the Morehead CHy sres tn

. BMay with the 111th combat

 Cotsief Goity

» @*»g 1,198

sy

infantry regiment sént here
to  reinforce the, South
Philadelphia Metional
Guard.

¥R NEWSOME was In
the same batislion a3 Mr,
Galantis, the Becond, which
had e bhesdguarters al
Camp Battle, New Bern. Mr.
Church, who uniil receptly
was in the cable televigion

- business 10 Dhblo, says the

hepdguariers 2iie 18 Bow &
park whare the Channel 12
tolevinkn tower L Ingated.
Men of this batlalion were
siationed &t

H

nQ/“‘M :ELMM ‘

Portsmoulh

Island, Drum Inlet, Atlantie,
Morehesd City port, Salter
Fath, Bear Istand south o
Seares Landing near Camp
Davis.

=OUR  DUTIES"” Mr.
fzalantls  says, “were o
patrol and delend the beach
from  sundown 0 sunup
regardless of weather. One
soidier was stalioned every
twe ralles, The mosguitoes
and pand flons were {errible
mmstimes,’ he rvecsalls
“We'd try to gol under 8 not
to gt sway from sand flers,

byt they'd oome right
through.”'

o Armed with a rifte, Mr.

Galantls says strange forms
and shapes seen among the

. dunes were Hred ai first and
" inspected

later.  Besides
patrolling the bearches, the
soldiers guarded bridges,
rpilrond  crossings  end
patrolled  the countryside
from dusk until dewn. 1 &
house wan seen Uphied up,
the pairel slopped and b
formed the sceupents to pull
the bilnds,

LIGHTS ON SHORE el
heuetled versels plying the
sealsnes offshore, making
ships beaullly) targets for
the German U-boats, Most of
ihe country did not know how
badly the United States was
losing the war In 1942, The
losses were kepl from the
public. The U123, one of five
U-boats dispatched by Ger-

sunk another 140,000 {ons, alt

. in about s month., The U8,

Navy was unprepared for
submarine warfare, end
despite coaching and help
from England, the subs con-
finved 1o send tons of war
materiel to the bottom,

THE BEAUFORT News,
of April 2, ¥842 carvied A
newsstory on commissioning
ol the blimp base al
Hilrabeth Ty, 2 move 0
eombal the subs by sending

dirgibles on patrol. Rear
Adm. BLHL Slmons,
U.S.H., It & speech there at

that time, ssseripd that the

United States had sunk 28

- German  submarines.  Ac-
- hually, we did not sink our

Tirst untit 17 days later when
the desirover Roper sank the
U85 south of Wimble Shoals.

But  Carteret  County
restdonts knew haw  sue
cessful submerine stiacks
were, Benches wore covered
with ol from the sunken
frnkers. Burned and wound.
o ren were bronght ashore,
and the sound of vesiels be.
ing biown up could be heard
every night and sometimes
during the day.

MR, GALANTIS  says,
“We would see ohiects in the
waler. We thought they wers
suhs. We'd fire at them,”
Their rifie fire could have hit
no subs, bul it helped their
own marale,

Bilt Condie, now & captain
with  the Maorehend Citv




WHEMN THE War wes
ry Close’ was the topic of
o receni columas on THE
SWE-TIMES editerial
ge. They stirred
sinories in men who were
ationed in this county dur-
g months immedidtely
{lowing our declaration of
ar on Germany and Ialy
ec, 11, 1841, a few days
lter Pearl Harbor,
Germany lost no time in
ending her U-poats (Unter
ee bopots) along our east

earrying off to fuel the Aliien
war machine. The Allantic
lapping our shores, where
enemy submarines prowted,
was called the Eastern Sea
Frontier. g

SENT HERE from Ohio,
Pennsylvania  and  olher
states to guard against the
Germans pulling ashore a
ianding force were Army
units.
were Nick Galantis, {rom

Ohio, now & Morehead City o

Wove and renied CRoms R
Capn b ; Buck
Newsame, from Henlucky,

. formerly & Morehesd Cilly

Among those men . -

© polics  offiser mow  wib

Carteret Towing Co., nnd
Philip 8. “Bud™ Chureh Jr.,

Jfrom Ohis, wow 2 relired
-Henteram colone! hving 8l
- Plne Knoll Bhores.

My, Galentie was grafied
I Februsry (942 and arvived

_Inthe Morehesd Cily ares in
May with the 11ith combat

EELAEY .

MR NEWSOME wss In
the game batialion as Mr.
Galantls, the Sacond, which
had W3 headquariers sl
Camp Battle, New Bern. Mr.
Chureh, who untll recontiy
war tn e cable islovigion
business ie Uhio, saye he
headouariers alle I8 now B
park where e Channel 13
iolevinion Lower It Intated.

Mon of ihip batiatipn were

pationed 2l  Porismouth

Diavig,
YOUR  DUTIES,”  Mr.
Galantls says, “wers ip

patrol and defend the beach
from eundown o Funup
regardiess of weather, One
poidier was siotioned every
two mlles. The mosqulioes
and sand Heas were ierribie
somelimes.”  he  recally,
“We'd iry to get under & net
o gat sway from sand {leas,
bt they'd come  right
through,*’

o Armed with a2 rife, Mr.
Galantis says strange forms
-and shapes seen among the

dunes were fired at first and
inspected later, Besides
patrolling the beaches, the
soldiers guarded bridges,
rallroad  crossings end
patrolied the countrysids
from dusk untl dewn, ¥ 5
house was seen. lighted up,
he patrol stopped and in
tormed the ocoupants to pull
the Diindy.

LIGHTS ON SHORE =i
hovelled vemsels plylng the
serlanes olfshiore, making
ahilpz besutifnl iargets for
the German U-boats, Most of
thie eountry gid not know how
badly the United States was
losing the war in 1942, The
losses were kepl from the
public. The U-123, one of five
U-boais dispatched by Ger-
many in those early days of
the war, returned home in
February 1942 reporting she
bad sunk 100,000 tons of ship-
ping along our ceast. Com-
mander Hardegen of the 1J-
123 told his admiral, Doenitz,
he had been blessed with
targets off Wimble Shoals,
between Cape Hatleras and
Diregon Inlet,

The four other U-hoats had

- German
Ctually, we did not sink our

despite coaching and pein
from England, the subs con-
thnued o send tons of war
malerie! to the bottom.

THE BREAUPORT News,
on April 2, 1942 carried a
newsstory on commissioning
ol ihe bltmp base 3l
Ellesbetn Oy, 2 move {0
fombal the subs by sending
dirtgibles on pairol, Resr
Adm. MM, Blmons,
U.8.H, In a speech theve at
Sthat time, asserted that the
United Bistes hed sunk 28
submarines. Ao

first until 12 dayvs later when
the destroyer Roper sank the
U-85 south of Wimble Shoals,

But  Carieret  County
residents knew how  sue-
eexsfi))  sUbmarine  aiiacks
were Beaches wore oovered
with oll from the sunken
tankers. Burned and wound
od men wers broughl sshore,
andd the gound of vessels he-
Ing blown up could be heard
every night and samestimes
during the day,

MR, GALANTIS  says,
“We would see ohjoois In the
water. We thought they were
subs, We'd fire at them,”
Thelr rifle fire coutld have hit
ne subs, but it heiped their
owrn morate,

Bill Uondiz, now a caplain
with  the Morehead OCity
palice foree, was here in
194742 aboard one of four
Mavy minesweepers
operating out of Morehesd
City He says, “We saw ‘Ger-
man  toothpicks” and be
Heved they were perizoopes
of snbs. L dnn'tknow

MR, GALANTIS TEIMET:-

(See REMEMBERING Py 15/



“Ui-foess Offshare, " by Edwin P. Hovt, a book
wblished a year ago, tells of the sybmarine
var off our East Coast prior to Pearl Harbor,
mnd the two years that {ellowed. I\'s & story
hiat was not detailed in newspapers at the
ime, partially because of warlime secrecy
and partially because United States military
authorities played down the losses. Many
Americans did not know, therefore, just how
successful the German U-boats were.

But Carteret citizens, and others living at
the edge of the Atlantic knew, because they
saw, heard, tended the wounded and some-
times buried the dead.

They saw the sheets of flame flaring high at
night offshore as another German U-boat
tarpedo found its mark. They sat in church en
Sunday morning and heard explosions as
ancther merchantman went down. Bodies
would soon wash ashore. Burned and
wounded would be brought in.

ASBIGNED to the Morehead Cily area in
September 1942 was Howard “Stormy”
Rivers, an Acmy first lieutenant in the 183rd
Coast Artillery. He was here unti] early 1944,
during the period when the German subs at-
tacked at will night and day, sank ships at
will, and America, with iis poor defenses,
couldn’t stop the carnage. '

After the war, Li. Rivers married Margaret
Barbour, daughter of the lale Mi. and Mrs,
J.0. Barbour, Reauforl. The Rivers family
recently moved into iheir new home'lat
Bachelor,

Lt. Rivers enfered the service in 193¢ at
Fort Moultrie, Charleston. Because he had
had two years at The Citadel, he was rushed
through Officer Candidate School at Camp
Davis HuilyEBigige,NC S

T ———

s very close

o onlbvie 00 boutn Caroling, he was
assigned to Morehead City from a station‘at
Virginia Beach, His unit relieved the 111th in-
fantry which was here patrolling the beaches,
L. Rivers explaitis that the Coast Guard and
Navy base was at Camp Glenn, Army men
were stationed at Fort Macon with a few
Ceast Guardsmen. The Army had most of the
boats (they berthed at Fort Macon). The
Coast Guard s0-footers and Navy PT boats
berthed at Camp Glenn. Sometimes they tied
up &l port terminal. It was while there that
one of the 60-focters dropped a depth charge
accidentally and blew its stern off, o

Upon arrival, Lt. Rivers was made trans-
portation officer and cryptographic security
officer (handied code). “Nothing was perma-
nent. One day you were artillery officer, one
day anti-aircraft, then transportation officer,

.o in charge of searchlights,” he says. .

WITH LT. RIVERS were eight other Army
officers. Five stayed in the lifeboat station, -
He and the other three bunked in an old house
nearby. Meals were served in a small kitchen
that seated four people. Enlisted men livedin
tents and messed at Held kitchens. G

From the Harbor Entrance Control Post on
top of the fort a Navy and Army cificer, on du-
ly simultanecusly at ‘all times, identified
every ship that entered Beaufort inlet, Codes
thanged every..ao. days on all seagoing.
vessels. “Ii ‘we \gouldn't identify ther, e

[

ol Fioward v Btormy

' fivers, 1943

always broughl & quicK 10emny 1oapusnr. aew
only thing they had at first was a 75

millimeter field artillery piece. Eventually
thay got lour 155 millimeler guns.

By mid-March 1842, German U-boats had
sunk 600,000 tons of shipping slong the Atlan-
tic cpast. L. Rivers says the U-boats surfaced
al night, just aut of range of cnastal guns, to
recharge batteries. While mest Americans
didn’t know how close the war was, he said
you knew when vou were silting in the tower
and “suddenty a whole blaze of light erupted
offshore.”

At Cape Lookeut there was a radar stalion,
There, alse, were 159 millimeter guns. On
Shackleford were seven §0-inch searchiights
and on the Atlantic Beach side of Beaufori In-
iet two &-inch lights.

This did little to stop the destruction ofl-
shore, but il was an effort te stop what almost
everyone thought probable, an invasion
Dobermans, German shepherds and bird
dogs made up a canine corps that was calied
into aclion to track down any suspicious
characier,

REPORTS were constantly received, and
investigated, regarding ship-to-shore radios
heing operaied on shore by Nazi sym-
pathizers. How else could the U-beats be
wreaking such havee? We just didn't vealive
how ineffective our submarine defense was

. and how much contempt the Germans had for

our feeble efforts,
White L. Rivers was stationed hers, 2 rub-
ber raft was found on Bogue Bauks. Uould a

“CGerman spy from a submarine have come

ashore in it? Local police were notified, road-
-blocks thrown up and cars searched.
Suppositions proved correct. A German
was discovered on'a small island near the
south end of the Allanilc Beach bridge. A
telephione tip led lo his apprehension. An
“Army-Mavy unit picked him up and whisked
him off to Morfolk, Fifth Maval Digiriel head-
quarters. '
(Continued next Monday)




{Continzed from Pg. 14B)

bers ihat one fellow on a
pairol claimed he saw Ger-
mans landing on  Atlantic
Beach. Patrols were rushed
to comb ihe beach. I never
knew whether they f{ound
anything. I was only a i
vale, 1 was guarding ihe
bridge that might.”

He and two other fellows,
Sam Gentile and Joe Guidos
were ordered Lo Porisimouth
for dquty. »We were given a
couple of sandwiches and
{aken {o Atlantic, There
Capt. Glenn Willls, Beaufor!,
took us ever (0 the sound side
of Porismonsth. They loid us
an Army boal would comne by
the next day.

“THE NEXT DAY was
slormy, and the bost never
showed. We were getling
hunpgry. 5o we walked a lillie
bit. We saw the steepie of ihe
chureh and then saw the
village (Porismouth). Aboul
2¢ families were living there.
Two old people were in the
first house, We knocked, but
they wouldn't come lg the
dour.

“They had never seen
soldiers there before and
were afrald.” The boys tried
cther houses,” butl had lhe
same uck. “The first family
ihal talked {o us was the
Babb family. We told them
we were hungry. They fed us
four or f{ive mesals, and 1
know ihe Army never paid
them. In a lew days the Ar-
my boat came and told us to
move Lo the Const Guard sta-
tion, on the side opposiie the

place where
ashore.”

we'd  gone

MR, CHURCH, who was &
lieutenant at  the time,
recalls that one night the ex-
ecutive ofiicer of Company F
gol a report of a “strange
light'" down east. 50 Church,
stiil half asleep, got a jeep
and driver and headed down
Atlantic from Camp Glenn.
(Their Camp Glenn camp
was on the spol where
Cinema ! and 2 now are
located in the Morehead
Plaza.)

The jeep was haifway o
Allaptic. when. the men
realized ihe strange light
they were chasing was a
twinkling star. The men sta-
tioped ai Aliantlc called
their bivouar Camp Happy,
the site today of “Happy
Landing,” home of Irls and
Clayten Fulcher,

THERE WERE rumers
that Mrs, Alice Hofiman,
who lived on her vasl estate
near Salier Path, was a Ger-
man agent. That was not
true, Mr. Church says, “She
ecouldn't have been nicer,
The poys had many a meal
there.” Mr, Galantis echoed
thiz praise. "Alf of us liked to
go therg ip see the prelly

" French girl, Gabrielle, wiih

the Franch aceent.”’
Gabrielle was Mrs. Holl-
IHan’s companion.

Mr. Galantls sald,
“Another friend lo the ser-
vicemen was Alfred Cooper,
He helped them in many
ways."” Mr. Cooper
developed Allanlic Beach,

and after the war was mayor
of the beaci town.

MR. NEWSOME was a
military policeman here in
1942-43. Like Mr. Galantis,
e got his basic tralning at
Camp Wheeler, Ga,,

Les Moore, Morehead Cl-
ty, now & rteal eslale
salesman, was with the Fleld
Ariitiery. One bailery was
sent here to back up the in-
fantry. Mr. Moore was work-
ilng with the 1.5, Posl Oifice
Department in ldaho when
he accepied the govern-
ment's proposition for a year
of military training, then a
“return {o your civilian job.”
e volunteered in 1940. With
the declaration of war, he
was ordered o Officer Can-
didate School at Fort SHi,
Okla. After graduation, he
was sent io Fi. Bragg, N.C.,
then to Morehead Cliy.

ABQOUT THE latter part of
1943, the men mentioned
here were transferred with

- the 11ith o the South Paclilc

combal zone,

Mr. Newsome recalls the
day that Mr. Galantis asked
a Heutenant in another.com-
pany if he could go with them
on patrgl. They were on

Peleliu Island in the Palau

Islands. About a thousand
vards away, as Mr.
MNewsome  recalls, was
Babelthuap Isiand “loaded
with Japs.”

THE PATROL was walk-
ing along when T-5 Galanils
jooked up in a tree. There
was & Jap watching them.
(zalaniis "ralsed his M-L

dropped the Jap “and 1
guess Nick still has that Jap
carbine he fook off -him,"”
specuiates Mr. Newsome,
Why did these men of ihe
1ilth come back here lo
live? They married jocal
girls. .

(NOTE: Fer more -
jormation on the wor off
Merth Carcilna, refer fo
David Stick's book,
“Graveyard of lhe Atan-
tie,” and Edwin P. Hoyl's
ook, *U-Boats Offshore,””)

T-5 Nick Galantis, in fraining in 1942, shows that
Army equipment was sttt World War | vinlaos.
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LT. HOWARD “Stormy'* Rivers, USA, now
of Bachelor, was stationed with the Coast Ar-
titlery in the Morehead City area Irem.
September 1942 until the early part of 1944,
That's when German submarines were sink-
ing merchant ships ofishore around the clock.
Some of that story was toid in last week’s col-
ump.

in those days the Coast Guard base was not
at Fort Macon, but at Camp Glenn, although
Coast Guardsmen were bilieted al the station
al the east end of Bogue Banks. They shared i

with the Army. ‘ :

if there was a report of a U-buatl offshere,
Navy PT boats and the Coast Guard's 60-
footers {they carried 12 depth charges each)
would roar off {rom Camp Gienn. By the time
they got to sea, no sign of a submarine cowltd
be found—usually.

THEY ZOOMED off in May 1942 to try to
find what later proved to be the U-352. She
was sunk, however, by the Coast Guard cutler
Tearus bound from New York to Key West
Among the debris thal came io the surface
alter the U-152 went down were cardboard
cartons marked *'W. P. Freeman Grocery,” a
wholesale firm in Morehead City.

The U352 made news again just this past
year when the Navy decided it would Lry to
reirieve five unexploded torpedoes in the
wreek off Morehead City. They thought them
a threal to divers who scavenge the wreck.
The explosives are still there. :

941
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LT RIVERS recalls the problems of getting ==

uns on.the big concretg emplacementsion
logue Banks.” A landing craft (LCI) nosed
shore at 1ow tide near the place the first-gun
sas to be mounied. The gun it was carr‘y_in'g
vas hauled down the ramp ‘‘and when it hit
he sand, went out of sight,” Li. Rivers s%ys.
{ took {hree days to get the gun up. @
Convoys lay overnight in the bighi-at Cape
ookoul, Li. Rivers says he can remember
more than a hundred ships in there at once.
@ptrance to the bight was protected by a sEeel
anti-submarine net. . _
He was told that 2 German sub slipped
ihrough the net one time, surfaced, and f({und
itself in such a crowd it was not safe for it to
fire. The U.5. vessels capable of firing could
not do so for fear of hitting their own. So the
sub submerged and was seen no more. it's
assumed it got out through the net the sagne
wayitgotin, - - v

i
wl

10 TRY o combat the submarine menat;,e,
the Navy started fiying patrols in PBY's.
Toward the end of 1943, 8 radip distress ?!ail
came from a PRY. The plane made! an
emergency landing in North 3iver. Lt
Rivers, in & 80-foot Army yacht built by Chris
Craft, when to North River to felch the PBY
nome. He towed it up Taylor's Creek on a Sun-
day morning. A part was flown ln to flx it a_n;d
it was in the air the next day. For hls‘m\e in
the operation, the Mavy gave Lt Rwer? a
commendation. ' B!

lose

One of Lt. Rivers’ unpleasant tasks was

"body identification. “Whenever a body was
found, I was called,” he recalls. Most of the
dead were merchant seamen, vietims of the
erman subs. 4 Morehead City funeral heme
was used as a morgue.

A casualty in his own outfit was a man whe
feil off a barge between Cape Lookout and
Harkers Island. The body was never found. A
couple of other men drowned when they went
swimming in the inlet off Fort Macon where
there are vicious currents.

The Army had 12 to 14 boats &t Fort Macon,
but before there were enough military craft,
the units stationed at Cape Lockout had {ood
and ammunition deiivered by boats operated
by the late Ottis Purifoy, Morehead City.
Some of the Army boats had been lpcal par-
tyboats or private craft commandeered for
the war. Johnny Wetherington, Beauiort,
1elped maintain them.

Lt Riverg says a couple of bad storms oc-
wrred while he was stationed here. Just
efore one of them hit, an officer decided to
lispatch some boats Lo Cape Lookout with
upplies. Everything in the boals was lost, but
hie boats were saved—they were driven 300
ards up the beach at the east end of
hackleford.

As transportation sificer, Rivers formed a
wlor pool of trucks, jeeps and weapoﬂcar«
ters. They were serviced ai Morehead
Auffs. The natural hill behind the Rex

MOREHEAD RLUFFS

and Bopham
eights had only one or two houses at the
me. “Mainly there were huts,” says LL
Pvers. He lived in one of them while running

1w motor pool. Siationed here on the

winland at the time was the 178ih field ar-

llery.

From here, L.t Rivers was transferred io
)elaware where he was executive oificeron g
nine layer. A man fell overboard 12 miles off-
hore one day and Lt. Rivers dived from the
sridge and kept him afloat until another mine
‘ayer picked them up. He received the
ioldier's Medal for Valor, as did a sergeant
rom ancther mine layer who assisted in the
‘escue.

Li. Rivers says, “There are no herees. You
jee something that has to be done and do 1"
Many of the men whe served under him
ooked him up here after the war, “One show-

w up in a beautiful sloop. He was from
California and wanted me o go with him o
Nassau where he wag going to race.” Rivers
regretfully declined. ‘

The men who served with him were eom-
mercigl fishermen from many coastal states,
“1 was just a country boy. They taught me to
live off the water,” As the Army boals ran
between Fort Macon and Cape Lookoni by
way of Beaufort “we’d shool ducks with
rifies.” ’

Lt. Bivers, with a slow smile, sums up hig
war vears in a guiet, unhurried senience, i

- “The firsi German submaripes to prowl
these shores carried fuel for several weeks'
operation and their return home. Later, the
. Germans sent tanker subs called ‘“‘milk
*"pows” that enabled the subs t melhere."

. 4 lestaurant (part of the hill was removed
S since the war) made it easy to service
vehicles. A ramp was built and the vehicle
driven out on it from the hill. This made it up-
necessary to dig “'a grease pit.”

had a pood time.”

—
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When the Japanese attacked Pear]
Harbor December 7, 1941 and World
War {1 was declared, not only on
Japan but also Germany, the German
MNavy ordered its submarine wolfpack
to American shores, and they picked
the North Carolina coast as their hunt-
ing grounds.

The United States was totally un-
prepared for this maneuver, and the
German U-Boats created havoe with
maritime shipping. They struck first in
January, 1942, in the Cape Hatteras
to Cape Lookout area, By earty March
the Germans realized they were in con-
trol; and duoring the spring of 1942, of
the 74 known sinkings of tankers and
freighters along the entire coast of
North Carolina, 52 occurred in the
Cape Hatteras-Cape Lockout arca.

FONp— 1

Torpedoed by Mazi U-Boots just off the Outer Bonks in that terrorized spiing of 1942, the Rt
ranker “Empive Thrush” wos olmost under when she wos spotied by o patrel plane. {Official U.
Coast Guard Photo,)

Citizen veolunicers fought the war with
their own planes and bhoats, but Denard
Bavis used a capstan and house jacks.

Miilions of dollars worth of valuable
cargoes were destroyed, and hundieds
of lives lost. Men were burned to death,
drowned, eaten vy sharks, and many
times the German submarines would
surface and machine-gun any survivors.

Panic Feared

From Hatieras to Lookout, almost
every night the residents along the
coast would hear the explosions, and
out ever the ocean they could see the
red glow in the night sky of one, two or
three ships burning. The situation was
very, very critical; and fearing panic,
the povernment did not let the public
know how sericus conditions were.

Much of the Quter Banks was iso-
fated, without bridges or roads, On the
mainland the small villages were miles
apart, separated by low, swampy de-
serted land. The residents didn’t know
what to expect and would not have
been surprised at an invasion; possibly
any minute they were going fo be
evacuaied from their homes and sent
snjand, but they did not panic. Their
only immediate hope was the MNa-
tional Cuard, which ordered troops o
the Monh Carolina coast, and set up
temporary bases along the Outer

Banks. These troops constantly pa-
trolled along the edge of the ocean,
and were on the alent for almost any-
thing,

Volunteer Defenders

With trained personnel to meet the
emergency sadly lacking, the govern-

ment guickly organized special groups

of citizens to fill the gap. Volunteer
civilian airplane pilots came from all
over the state, and were formed into a
volunteer group kpown as the Civi
Air Patrol (CAP); and during the first
months of the war, they were our only
air force along the coast. They deserve
a great deal of credit for their hours in
the air, and their untiring cfforts, with
equipment that certainly was not quali-
fied for the stress and strain of constamt
patrol, They did a remarkable job and
gave ihe tocal people a certain amount
of comfort, but everyone rcalized it was
inadeguate.

Beaufort Airport was born at that
tme, and has survived as the only
commercial airport in the county today.

The commercial and charter boat
skippers were confacted and organized
into a volunteer group called the ELast-
ern Sea Frontier, in which they were
used as “Confidential Observers in At~

(IRTERE. FILES
CAPE LOOKOUT

lantic Waters” to report any unusual
activity. Many of the small pleasure
boatmen joined the Home Guard, and
came under the command of the Navy.
They were sent on patrol and some
became so frightened they joined the
Army, and were glad to do so. lLocal
boatmen were hired to transport troops
and tons of equipment to the Cuter
Banks,
More U-Boats

The underwater attacks became so
numerous and severe off-shore that the
entire coastline was ordered blacked
out, Still the U-Boats were successful.
Freighters and tankers were ~rime tar-
gets, and bunker oil covered our shore-
line. Even our wildlife became casual-
ties, Thousands of our shore birds
became trapped and died in the oil that
came ashore.

Amid all this confusion and turmoil,
troops were ordered to be stationed to
defend Cape Loockeut Bight. A sub-
marine net was strung across the en-
trance to Cape Lookout, and a small
army base set up on shore. The plans
called for two big guns (135 mm nfles,
commonly called Long Toms, weight
approximately 6% ions), 1o be set up
o0 land facing Besufort Bar
- E- Y
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Sand-Stuck Guns

The day these guns arrived, the
Army with all confidenee loaded them
and transported them to Cape Lookout.
In the meantime, the contractors had
nouted conacrete gun emplacements on
top of a range of hills. Concrete am-
munition storage rooms had been in-
stalled, and all that was needed were
the guns. The guns were unloaded from
a landing barge without too much dif-
ficulty, and then came the job of get-
ting them to the top of that range of
hilis. This was where the Army rap
into trouble.

They hitched their caterpillar trac-
tors to pull those guns, but the sand
held them [fast. They brought over
bulldozers, put one in front and one in
back. The guns dug in even deeper.
Nothing the army tried would move
them through the sand. Men steated,
cursed, swore and finally gave up, pro-
testing  “Hell couldn’t move those
guns.” L
Druring all this struggle, some of the
local workmen kept saying that they
were going to have to get Denard Davis

from the nearby village of Davis; that
if Denard couldn’t get them. up those -
hills then there was no need of trying .

further.

Pavis to the Bescue

Beaufort Bar and Cape Lookout
Bight had to be defended, and those
guns had to be placed on top of those
hills, Ships were already pulling into
Lookout Bight, hoping for a little pro-
tection before they had to round Hat-
teras. Finally, some of the top officials
decided to see just what Denard Davis
could do, so he was contacted. Denard
believed he could do it, and would
certainly try.

The day Denard Davis landed at the
Cape to start work on the guns was
vne {o remember, A lot of the sokdiers
siickered, and some lavghed outright,
Denard had arrived with one anchor
{which is called a deadman}, some
block and tackle, four house jacks, a
few rollers, blocks and boards, a home-
made capstan that looked as if it would
fall apart if you touched it, and a few
darkies for helpers.

Unmindful of the snickers, Denard
Diavis went to work. First he placed his
capstan up a small hill, strung his block
and tackle from his capstan to one of
those guns and buried his deadman,

then he jacked those big guns up,

slipped boards and rollers under them,
placed his crew on the handle of that

- dilapidated 'capstan, and they started

their march around and around. Slow-
ly, inch by inch, those big guns began
to roil,

Protection at Last

It was slow and tedious work,
but with calm and uncomplaining
endurance Denard kept that crew
working; hour after hour, guiding them
every inch of the way. Being still
skeptical, those same soldiers asked
Denard i he were going to use a “sky
hook™ 10 get the guns over the three
foot wall around the gun emplace-
ments. With a pitiable glance at his
heeklers, Denard took his bourds and
blocks and patiently built a ramp up
and  over. Slowly, the sncers and
snickers changed fo grudging admira-
tion as up those hills and over the wall
those big guns went, After about two
weeks they were in place, and both
facing directly towards Beaufort Bar,
which is the direction the enemy would
have to come from to enter Cape Look-.
out Bight. ‘ L '

The Army kept Denard Davis busy
from then on. He placed the guns
around Fort Macon, and later the
Coast Guard even acquired his services
to move Bogue Inlet Station onto a
barge, then across Bogue Sound dnd
ashore on the mainland, He was a good .

Everything had sesmed all right when the potral piet flew ever the Standerd Oif tanker 'SS Maine” just three minutes before. Then he happeped to
isek back, and sow the ship aflome from stem to stern. Oil-covered waters cooted the shoreline for doys after this and other similar submarine atiacks.

1O#icial U, 3. Const Guerd photo.}
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