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PREFACE 

This report has been prepared to satisfy the research needs 

specified in Historical Resource Study Proposal CALO-!l-1, Historic 

Resource Study, Portsrr.outh Villar,e, Cape Lookout Ha£:}ional Seashore, 

North Caroldm.a. The area's historic sites have been identified, 

evaluated and plotted on the Historical Base Map. Strc:ctures that are 

to a~pear on the list of classified structures have been identified, 

as well as the lands arrl resources to be designated Class VI in the 

Land Classification Plan. National Register Forms have been prepared 

for structures and the historic district nominated for inclusion on 

the National Register of Historic Places. 

The dearth of inf'or!l'.ation on Portsmouth Village when I began the 

study has been overcome by the extensive use of colnnial documents, 

deeds, decennial censuses of the United.States and other official doc­

uments, State records, personal ~nterviews and a personal survey_ of 

the area. Although l:irr,ited by the sco9e of this historic reso"l.ITce 

survey, the history of Portsmouth has become viable and suggestions a.re­

made for further exploration of the subject. 

¥.any persons were helpful with the preparation of this report. 

Outstanding were Senator Everett B. Jordan and Representative David 

Newton Henderson of ?forth Carolina who provided vital inforn:ation on 

the political organiz<:tion and the whereabouts of State documents. 

Their interest in the project was exceptional. 

Particular tha!"1ks are due the master planning team consisting of 

Team Captain William W. ~n:ith, engineer ... planner, Barron H. Bohnet, 

landscape architect, both of the Office of Environmental PlannL~g and 

Design, Eastern Service Center, Superintendent Dan Davis of Cape Look­

out National Seashore, and Park Raneer Dave Fletcher of Cape_ Hatteras 



,' 

National Seashore (Ocraco',{e). All gave wr...JJ unstintingly the sum of 

their knowledge and experience in the area and provided documents 

essential to the study. Nuch of .it has been incorporated in the text. 

Bill _Smith was r~1ost helpful in permitting me to "!lse his recent photo-

graphs of PortsKouth Village. 

1-':ark Eckoff, Hrs. Hope K. Holdcamper, Joseph Howerton, Arthur 

Hecht and Robert Kvasnicka arrl others of the .National Archives were 

especially helpful in locating rarely used docnr.ents. 

Especial than..1\:s are due all those lforth Carolinians who so willing-

ly and cheerfuJJ.y aided me in my search for .f:ixst-hand materials. Arnong 

t~ese I would like to mention the Honorable John T. Icenhour, Assistant 

Attorney General; t:r. E. C. Coker, Head Administrator, State Archives 

and Library and his staff at Raleigh; and the administrators of the 

Office of the County CoF..missioners, County Courthouse, Beaufort, N.c., 

including the Honorable A. H. James, Cle~.·k of the SuperiL'r Court; 

Mr. Elbert Davis, Tax Supervisor,and his assistant,Sterling Hancock; 

Mrs. Alma Tllghman, Register o.f Deeds, and her assistants, Mrs. Sharon 

Piner and 1-ass If:'.;::rt Charlotte Taylor. For their enthusi~,i in pro-

viding first-hand in:t'ormation on Portsmouth and life on the island I 

wish to thank Miss EJ.1na Dixon, and .Kr. Henry Pigott, the two surviving 

permanent residents; Captain Justin Austin, and Hr. and Ers. George 

Wilkes of Ocracoke; and Mrs. Ada Roberts Styron of Arlington, Va., 

who as a child helped her mother- in offering succor to the survivors 

of the wrecked Vera Cruz VII. 

My colleagues EdWin c. Bearss and F. Ross Holland were especially 

helpful in providing information and copies of the excellent reports 

they had completed on Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout. Both read ~ 

I 



preliminary drafts of the report and offered valuable assistance in 

its completion. T wish to extend r.1y thanks to Frank B. Sarles for 

proof-reading the final draft and to Dr. R. Hortensen for reviewing 

my recor~.menda tions. Hiss is due special thanks for an 

excellent typing job. 

G. J. O. 
Washington, D. c. 

September 10, 1970 
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GP.APTER I 

HIS~O?..IC.t.L I~lT:?cODUCTION 

TEE GEOGRAPHIC SZTTI"C 
0 I I I 

PortsI11outh Villa[e ~..!i founded in 1753 lies in latitude 35 04 11 

and longitude 76°03 1 55 1 1 on the northerrnnost tin of Portsrr.outh Islo.nd 

which stretches about eight miles ~south to Co:!:'e Banks. It is the 

northernmost ~ part of the cha-in of 10'.-r, sandy, string bean islc.nds lmm·:n as the 

Outer Banks o They stretch for 46 miles in a south1·;esv..q:e:rly direction 

to Cape Lookout at the southern extrenity of ·d1ich lie~ Shackleford 

Banks that jut:> out into the Atlqntic off the coast of the rr.:tlnl2.nd of 

J 

North Carolina. Portsmouth Island is s_eparated from Core 3ar>.i-~s, .rr..ost~"1Y...e.ov&--.1:?: 

probably n2Jlled for the Coree Indiart1s who once populated the area, -
by Drum L'1let vhlch opened in the 1930s/ and \'ms fornerly kno':m as 

Swash Inlet. Whalebone ::nlet vmich cut through Portsmouth Island in 

the 1860s closed in the early 1900s. Tnere is no road connection be-

t1·reen Portsmouth and the other areas of the Outer Banks and the 

mainland. 

Port&~outh is separated on the north from Oc~acoke Island, 

the southernmost extremity of Cape Hatteras National Seashore, by 

the JG§ turbul.ent --.·raters of Ocracoke Inlet discovered in 1585. It vras 

lcrlo1·m earlier by its Indian names of Uokokon, Vlosoton, 1'Joccock, Okok, 

Ocacock and Ocracock. It appears ~:m the Vfuite I'Z'.B.p of 1585, the Dudley 

map of 1647, and the l:oseley nap of 17J3. The toYm of Portsr..outh ap­

pears for the first time on the Collet nap of 1770 and the 1iouzon map 

of 1777 distir-6''°' shed hy a cluster of :ibout nine houses and T:ho.t appenrs 

i to be a church. A road runs from. the v.illage in a southnestly direction. 

"' j.'t - -- ---- .:- ,.. ___ .... ~.;~ (1 r 
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Ocracoke is the scene of.~: last days of Bladkbcard the pirate, kn1J'm. 

as 11l\orth Carolina's oi.m, 11 The areq is m isolnted; it is primitive. 

·2·~~ HUGh F. Rankin, The Pirates of Coloni<.l Eorth C2rol:!_n2 (Ralei[;h, 

1965)' P• ltJo 

Portsmouth is considered to be one of the mo~t ir,porte.nt areas of the 

Cape Lookout Fntional Seashore no·:r being cst2blished to preserve the 

primitive n2ture of one of the last-remaining seashores of our east-

ern seaboard. 

EA..'tLY E:xPLORti.TION 

The ar&1 v;as undoubtedly known to the Spanish and Fre!lch fleets of 

--

i -
'- t .. 
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the sL"'Ctcenth 1:>\ttury as th By toili.k advJ.ntaee of the trade 1·;-i nds and the 

vmrm currents of the Gulf Strear:1 to beat their ;·;ay back to Europe. It 

·was in 1524 th0t the Italie.n navigc::.tor, Verrazzano, then in the em.ploy of 

i. the French kin3 and using a french fleet left the first \'ll'ittcn record 
. l 

.... _. __ 

of the Outer :Sanks,~ naming them 11Verrazzano Isthr:;.us. 11 Pamlico 

Sc;md appeared to hi.r:i. to be an endless sea and he believed thd the Atl2n-

tic and Pacific Ocea.11s ~·rere separc:.ted by that nc.rrorr strip of land/ and 

that the prize for v:hich he '.'7as s0arch:L"1g - a route to L'1dia c.nd Chine. 

l2y j~st beyond. This idea -:;ms 2cceuted by V:e French~:; and other 
'S -
~ 

Europecns for c.lJnost 150 years. 

~ .... : 
;lo David Stick, The Outer :Sa:-J-cs of Eorlh C2.rolina (Chapel Hill, 

1958), p. 130 

-----· 
. .It i:ras auring the second e.."Cpedition of Rclleigh that left England 

on April 9, 1585 under the coJTu~d of Sir Richard Grenville, and v.d.th a 
"' 

force of over 600 men, half of nhom vrere soldiers, that the area maf 
to the English. 

~ became .lmovn}{ Grenville reached the Outer Banks at 

Ocracoke and from there continued his exploration of the countryside 

moving up the Banks to Roanoke Island ·where he established a fort and 

a settleJ:".ent. Thereafter English ships regularly visited the area. 

It vras most probably during ±in& one of these voyages that '\'Jhite 

prepared his .map in 1585 showing 111.1ococcn11Inlet / 1'lith some degree· 

of accuracyo 

.. 

i • 

-
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OCRACOh'"E D:;L3T 

Once the English r:ere estnbliched in A.r;ierica and their settle-

ments gre·:; as trade and cor:ir1erce expc::....ridccl bet·:reen the Colonies ar1d the 

Hother Cotmtry, Oc:r2coke Inlet y;as to becone the nost important port 

of entry for !forth Carolina. All exports an'.i ir.1:oorts from her three most 
se9 

:importantAports-Ee1•; Bern, ';'fashir_gton, and Edenton--T:ere funneled across 

the fresh waters of Pamlico (also kno1-m as P2.mtico) Sound through its 

narrow exit at Ocracoke Inlet. And it was at this vital juncture ·where 

the fresh Y;aters of l~orth Cc.rolina' s rivers, lakes and streams r,1et 

the tu:rbulent salt naters of the .Atlantic that nature was to challenge 

man. 

Daily, according to figures furnished by the U. S. Geologic Survey 

Office at Ra3:_eigh, 15,000,000,000 gallons of vra.ter run off the mainland 
zo) 

of 1forth Car,.lina into its bilys and sounds of Y:'nich the most important 

. ·+· 
is PamlicJ Sound. It is hare that nature nust keep her balance arrl to do t~i~ 

. -},~-!- Cn~+:J the waters must nix. .And it is the mi.,-d.ng of these ·waters ~ 

the dangers at Ocracoke Inlet for the undercurrents<§:'e~he vast shoals 

~/~h~~ ' 
and turbulence r::z.J....a ship's passage through these ,,,raters. 

lf-o Ibid., P• 5 fno 

u:Ji? * z. be_. L : • ·, s!" 2 -± ~~!.~ -.~Once they had successfully defi;d 
... ~1 'r .·.· · ... :-,.... · _;>-. .'1.J .. ... : 

the datigers 1 i1,.:~~ut · ::o::i..~e the cold vraters of the Labrador current CTi.x T.rith 

the v;arm waters of the Gulf stream off Cape Hatteras in \'rhat has become 

Im.mm as the "graveyard of shi:ps, 11 a ship's captain 1-muld still have to 

run the e.;auntlet of '0cracoke Inlet. }Iere shoals lured his ship aground. 

If' he successfully navieated the ship channel or 1·,'allace' s Channel off 

Ports~~uth Islc.nd, he still h~d to steer past the ~~n[;ers of running 

I 

r I 
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2f7Cllnd at Eiddle Ground, or Royal Shoal, or Sheep Island Shoal, or else 

~ , ___ 'jl:-:;;t t:m Beacon Isl~d, Shell Island and others in the area vrhich had 
s 

L2<m built up fron oyster sh0lls., renll''!(mts of the rich, harvet of the 
t ~ ed) 

sea that abounded in .r:;:e Pu:lico :3ou."1d. Ta--i.:.mt s I:-'"'2p"~ shor;{ these 

~ ... u:;:X danr:;erous v:aters for the first tir:i.e in 1808 as J:1C11 sou;:_;ht the 

answer to con;uerin:::; 1:.is environr;irnt .rrs;:~ Piloting ships throuJi Oc:ra-

coke Inlet and li[;hter3.ng carcoes into vr;:i.rehouses) after Portsnouth ;·ras 

. - . _· _ cstabli_.:3heJd as a sea9ort in 1753jand the Shell Castle enterprise Yras 
. , . .n-

t~~bi1~h~d-by._::ai-OU!lt~..and~-:.allaee ?bout 179~/ ;rovided part of r:-.an 1 s 

~he~of nature. , It also was to furnish a livelihood 
---==---­_______ 

J:: See copy in Appe~dix E. 

that lasted well over a century for the fishermen, mariners, and pilots 

of Portsmouth. 



One of the earliest descrbtio m for safe sail i r:g into Ocracoke 

' 1733 
InlP.t is fror:i the Koseley Map of L.)...'~'t.k·rhich states: 

DIRECTim:S FOR ociri.co/j r:rLET in Lat. Jl/ 551 

If you ha:pen to .fall in with Cane Hatteras which lies in Lat. 
35°3 N. the Cape land is full of° low Trees. Your Cm.:rse to 
Ocracdl:e is W. b. S. about l') leagues ristant fror:1 the Cape. 

111/ 

When you cor::e up ·with the Inlet, to the Northward lies a large 
Tuft of Trees. · I!'l the middle of the I:liet lies a small Island 
havirg two 1 arge Beacons on it. You mu~t bring them in one and 
your Course 'Will be W. b. n. Then Steer up with them, till 
you come withi:i a Cables leneth of the Shore. Then steer up along 
the said Beacon Island till you br:ng Thatch's Hole to bear~~ 
E.N.E., then steer up i:-rith the. sarrce and then crnr..e to an Anchor 
in Sor 6 fathor.,s water rr.arked [with an anchor on the map]. 

You have, over Oc%cil:/ Bar, 12 fathorr'.S at lo~-1 water in the range 
of the Beacons. I.. 

S.E.b.E. 1foon, r..akes full Sea on the Bar, and the Tide flows 3 
Feet. The flood runs in the Sound 3 Hours after High water. 

If you happen to aall in to the So-c.thFard of Ocacock near Cape 
Lookout, then will a9pear double land. But if to the North:-rard, 
then a large Sound within, and nothinE but water ;;rill anpear -~ " . • Uz 
over th~ Bank at Thatch's Hole, take a Pilot- to go up the Country. 

~·. Edward Moseley Hap, 1733, photostat copy in Kap Division, Library 
of Congress. 

sailing 
Note should be made in these~directions of the variation which still 

existed in the spelling of 110cacockn and 11 Ocraciskef •11 

I\ . 

.. 

// I .~ 
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BLACKBEmlD, THE Fm.ATE, ~JORTB CAROLTI!A' S O"\':N 

The colonial history of the waters off Portsmouth Islam, the 

site of the future seaport, ymuld .not be complete >Nithout looking 

into the career of the pirate, Edward Drwrnond of Bristol, England, 

popularly knmm as Blackbeard, and considered North Carolina 1 s ov.n. 

He is seldom knm·;n n:ader the name of Drummond for after he became a 

pirate, he started calling himself Edward Teach sometimes spelled 

in the records as Thatch, Tache, or even Tatch. His memory is pre-

served today under the name of 11Teach11 at Teache's Hold off the 

southwest coast of Ocracoke Island/ where legends concerning him 

add lustre to the eyes of ~ ~odern day tourists/' and a jingle to 

the ppckets of local tradesmen. It was at Teach's Hole that Black-
. . in 171z of the snord of 

beard.1 s ?m1.$~ piratical career 1'.'as ended/by a povrerful slice of/Lieu-
/\ . Lt. liaynard 

tenant Robert 1faynard of the British warship Pearl.~htzjg the head 
f'. -

o;f the pirate from the bowsprit of ~Ranger, the sloop on which 

Mayna:r·d and his men had hoodvlinked old Teachli and threw· his_ decapit::.ted 
. .. .... , . 

body into the waters of Ocrac·oke Inlet., / Local legend says that because 

Blackbeard ·was such a powerful person, his headless body svcam seven ID.i 

·times around b±:m his sloop, ~ Adventure, before it sonk out of 

sight. It is also said that on stormy n4¢~ nights and in fog-bound 

,.strident 
weather, the ~,ci:"'"S?f"--8.,-..~~ voice of Blackbeard calls out, "0-crow-c. ockl- 11 

\~-;,_"'\..:._i.,....---.;..~~ 

am is. h~o.rd. ,abo:rn the. ?oorrj_DG of the s~:f.'•, 
~E -~~aUl'9 ~Pi""&~& o:;:r!t ffl!L3 lllt!U? J22a i?fUl'•te C!.?}~ 

7 Pirates of }forth Carolina. Raleigh 

• 

• I 
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C:HAPTER II 

THE FCUimING OF ?ORTS}.OUTH \ 
The tmm of Portsn:outh was four..ced in 1753 fo!' the specific pur1:ose 

le' .. 
of !ho·Jiding a site on Core Banks for wha¥~uses and whnrves where com-

modities coeld be stored that o·rere used in the forei1:n trade of the Pro-

vince of :forth Carolina. 
-...-o-- __ -·~~ For rr{~tzy years the 

trade and commerce of the nrovince had been greatly obstructed by 

~~ the numerous shoals which lay within Oc"ac6~k'2 Inlet. Eerchants 
SIT.aller or barf;eS 

and traders were obliged to em!1loy1;essels as lighters~to partially 

lighten the load of heavier ladened ocean-going vessels over the swash. 

This procedure not only added to the expense of goods and IT.erchE.ndise/ 
and lowered the shipr.:er' s profit, · 
but also placed the heavier vessel L~ a vulnerable positfron until it 

J '\·--was light\cno·__i.gh to pass over the dangerous shoals of Ocfaccf!c~ inlet, 

enter the channel and ride safely at anchor in the harbor adjoining Core 

Bankso 

Experience had ~hown that rr.ercha:its tradi rg ~il!l?'.£miliili5~ 

~ at the three principal ports of entry-- Edenton on Albemarle 

Sound, Washiqston on'the Pamlico River, and New Bern on the 
at least half of their cargo, at 

Neuse River-­
times the entire . - .. ...-' 

·were obliged to forward *~y~designed for exrort, 

to Oc'8.co'¢k In~et or Core Banks~ for shiprr.entl in vessels of any conside' ·r-j 

able ~ size. The early Proprietors in seeking legislation to 

establish tile -tm-m of Ports~outh concluded:
1 

It is ab3olutely necessary to have warehou:::es and other 
conveniences on the said Banks, near the said harbor, 
for the reception and safe keeping of the cmr.mod~ties 
they are constantly mbliged to send down, for com­
pleating [sic] the loading o+ their ships. 

1. Walter Clark (Coll. & Ed.), Colonial Pecords of Horth Carolina, 
25 (Goldsboro, N.c., 1906), 2~2-2;1~, cited hcreimfter as Colcnic.l Fe­
cords (CP..). See especially Chp. II, 11Laws of :forth Carolina, 1753.11 
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land grant ma do to John Kersey, an Enr:lishrr.an, who was eranted six hundred 

arri forty acres of land by King Georre, II, of England. '£he original 

M..-U..~ I 
grant whioh is filed in the OfficrSecretary of State of North Carolina 

reads as follows: 

George the Second, etc., To all, etc., Know ye that we have 

given and granted unto Jo:-:.n Kersey a Tract of Land Codain5.ng 

Six Hundred ar.d Forty Acres Lying and bcin8 in the Cot:nty Car­

teret. Bet;iri..ninc or! the W side of Ocacock Inlet at a Small 

Creek. Runninf up the Creek S .s. l!l ·Hf.;l;J 320 poles to a poynt_ 

of Earsh on Sheep Island Bay, the Ei:; side thence s. h9 -thence :· 

.3t0 poles to a Harr~vrJ)ck or Island in Great Pond. Then N° hl 
E 320 Poles to a SF.all Gutt that Comes Out of the Barbour , 

called B£acon Island .Earbour. Then to the First Station .to-.­

Holc.J::g and Yielding & Paying f01.ir Shilling Pree. [Froclarr:ation] 

Money Yearley for every Hundred Acres [illegible 1 the Sa.";!e 

According to his rights. Clearinc and CuJtivating :.:.:::~ Tr..ree 
Acres for every Hundred within ~hree Years & Enteri~g these 

Dates with the Auditor ~ithin Six IT.ont~~s • ..Qn Te~ti1norrJ and 

Witr.ess & Dated this Eleventh Day of April Anno Dom 1753. 

I Matt RowanJ:,..... •. ,.-

Secretary of State, 
... J;"'" Records of the ~:miq/N. C., Land Grants, Book 10, p. 362; 

file No. 24 7. _'; 

d~ (Efforts; were made to lay out the metes and bounds of the land granted 

to Kersey~~Tithout success. (}r.·ing t~i'ariatio~ in the ~ early maps such 

as the White~~ map of 1585, the Collett rr.ap of 1778, etc., in which the 

areas described are at variance vith the descrintion of the origina.l Kersey 

land. ~rant, it ::as. su.fg~sted that in such a case ~~ ~h7 11 intent11 i~er­

ent iri;the descrrption 01 the pro~erty would be the guidi··t; factor., i.e, 

attempts to tie in the descrintion wit..~ a 90° angle to sauare off the 

property would briri...g ~-·portsmouth Island within the score of the rne+,es . 

and bounds gr this grant. ,Interview, S .(J, Gray, Civ:i:-1 Engineer, ESC, ~;<.: ... 

Olszewski? ept. 24, 1970. \ \! r, 
\~~P-" 

. --------·-------
.,. : ... 
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The first con:r;;issioncrs of Ports~outh were appoirrted by the Hon-
.. .. .. ,. ' ·--: ·~ . 

/ - ' 

orable r.:.athew Ro:.,an, President, by a:id with the advice and consent of 

his .Majesty's Council and the General Assembly of the Province. They 

were Joseph Bell of Cateret County, John Wil1.iams and Joseph Leech 
and 

of New Bern To;m, Hichael Countanch of Bath Town, John Campbell oi.' 
' ~ £ 

were given " 
Edenton. All or nny three of them c~:t/,full power and authority to ... 

for a tmm 
lay out fifty acres of land,{on Gere Banks at a point most convenient 

to the harbor and adjoining said Banks. The town was to be na.Tfled 

PortSinouth and the fifty acres were to be divided into lots of half 

an acre each. The Ccr.missianers wrre to lay out convenient streets 

as they thoufht requisite.~2' 

:~. Ibid., Sec. II, p. 253. 

town was laid out 
When the~Y.:""_;~~~~_N',~~~" the Corrmissioners P'Ji were authorized 

{~ 

to sell,f grant, convey and to acknowledge by deed to any person or per -

sons, and his or their heirs and assigns for ever in fee sirr.ple any lot 

or lots they ma;;r have selected upon paying' 20 shilling proclamation 

money. Lots were to be sol{ by the CoITJTlissioners to any person willi!'lg 

t? besorr.~ a?i inhabitant of Po;rtsmouth 
'/,J(/Y1 -5 _12/P cf,t,tY if 

any lot or lots they desired. 
I 

tf. Ibid., Sec. III• 

I 
and they were to be free to sele·ct -

The first treasi.:.rer to be appointed was Joseph Bell, one of the 
payments _ 

Corr.missionerso He was to receive/ all~~arising from the sale of 

such lots and he was to credit them to a snecial fund for the use of 

the or::i.r:iml g proprietor, John KersP-y_, his heirs and assigns. Upon 

the death of the treasurer or if he should leave his government post, the 
other 

~'cornmissioners-.J:lilliams, Leech, Coi.·~tanch and Campbell-..: were to appoint 



some other p8rson in his ~ place or cou...'1ty where the fonner Com!Tiis­

sioner resided.4 

~J 4. Ibid., Sec. IV, 

~ The Treasurcrf1 and every Trea13urer to be appointed by virtue of the 

.r ~ legislation was to post secil.ri ty to the County Court of Carteret, deposit 

t~ from t'ille to tirre the mo,rri~~' recOived from the sale of the lots in Ports-

,~} mouth, and to present ~,n"-accountirig ~on tt!;:r::h'3 Yiarch 25 to Jobn Ker-

·.~~ s h" h . . 5 . ey or is eirs or assigns. 
~ 
~~~~~~~~~-

5. Ibid., Sec. v. 

~) \t>Q}1~o~ftc:A;/Af.ll purchasers of lots were obliged with-

~ Jin eightee:
0
m::::: :f~:dt::::~::::l~:b:~:l:o::::::.:: :::::house j or a good substantial warehouse of not less than twenty 

~. ~ f'eet in length a:id sixteen .feet wide 

~~ otherwise such grant or conveyance would becorr.B void and of no effect 

~~as if it had never been made. Under these circumstances the lot or 

\.)~~ l~~s were to revert to the use of John Kersey, the proprietor, his 

'~j. 6 
~~ heirs or assigns. 

. ~·~ c9 ~ ?, . '?.;.:- #d 
Y_ \~. ~, \$ · 6. Ibid., Sec. VI. ~ -\".__ -\:' 
'\ -~~\ 

,&., A~oo.A1:ti.C,Local historians.have preserved the legend o; /~ \ 
~ havif€ been e"lt.Q.. · ..,.,~ 

~:izmbou-~ .Fort Granville ~~ ~;\built on ~ of the several ~ ·S~ , 
I \ 

islands existing arronf the shJlBls of Ocracoke Inlet arrl Pamlico ~ound. ~< 1 

(

Legislatiofor its cons.truction arrl money to ~~-~ete it were provided 

for in the same Act that authorized the found~ing air Portsmouth. 

\ ?.~ \. (-, 

'~~J~~kp 
• 

•CZ: 
c 

£ 
c:l: I 
~-I 
•' I 

T I 

J I 
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ThP- jdea for a fort at Ocra.coke Inlet snranr frorr. tho rractical 

view that Portsn~outh was an isolated rr.artir:e town far out on the Outer 

Banks and that it was ~~ isolate-d .f;n'! frorr, the the bulk of the 

thus 

inhabitants on the rr.ainland. It was-~&Ji'~ subject to attack by 

an e't1prry in wartir.'e and to be~ng harassed and raided by nira tes in 

n 7 -
~~t·. peacetirre. It tb~refore req'.lired son:e measu:res for its defence. 

~-

1 
L 

An earlier Act o' the Asserr.bly had appropriated h·ro thousand 

pounds proclaffiation money for building a forf or fortificatior2 at 

or near Ocacoke Inlet cut nothine had been done to carry it out. Un-

der the leg is la tion *-2, 000 proclan:a tio;i rr.oney was "appropriated 

towards discharginr, the Excences o.f buildint.: and erectirr;- the said 

F t F --:;;:;:. -+' i l-1-. 1 7 
or or or I- vl-; ca. vlons. 1 

7. Ibid., Sec. VII, p. 2)1~ 

The Commission8rs w~o had been named £or carrying out the ear-

lier legislation we-;e -d.i;charged frorr. t~&rresponsibility and: 8 

The C01nnander ·in Chief f.or the Tin.e being, the ~on#'our..:. 

able Francis· Corbin, and#;{~~~ John Rieussett, hsqrs., 

l'.ir. Joseph Bell, 11r. John Hilliams, 1-ir. Joseph L:ach 

[sic],~ ~ir. hichael Coutanch, and ~1r •. John Camoell 

[sic], be, and hereby no~inated CorrJ'l!1~s1o~e:s ·~· to 

compleat and finish the said Fort or Fort1f1cat1on; and 

they or the Eajority of them, shall be and are hereby 

inve~ted with all the Powers and Aut~orities ... given_to 

the Commissioners i~ the before ~entioned Ac._,, nominated 

and appointed for t_:.;:Jbuilding the same; and that the 

said Fort shall be called Fort Granville. 

8. Ibid., Sec. VIII. 

The fort was n.:uned after Lord Granville, o~e of the early Lord~ 

Proprietors .kreft~:!limi~m:Eb-~m£ZU
O~ 

r 
I 



Apparently there ;.:as little enthusiasr.i for settling thlh town of Ports­

mouth. Tow years later, when the newly appointed Governor Arthur Dobbs 

set out on a tour of eore Banks and reached Ocracoke Inlet on lfay 9, 1755, 

he found that Portsmouth arrl Fort Granville existed in na~e only.~ 
Surveyine the site of the to:m, Gpv. Dobb?! felt that Portsr.•outh h;:rrbcr 

" -...._a"! 
was 11 so e:x""Dosed that every Privateer s.~ling alo q_; the coast co1·ld frol"l 

( 1 

their rrest head see every vessel in the harbor, and go in arrl cut them out, c:-

destroy themo 11 To ccr.ibat such a contin[ency he urged construction of 3 

Fort Granville and fixed its site on Beacon Island. It was described as a ..., 

11'fascire battery, secured by pi~e::;, with 2 faces; one to Secure the passage ·i-::: 

in coming down a Harro,·! Channel to this Harbour, and the other to play ,. 
across the Char ... nel where it is not above 300 yards widt?. 11 

.-._:,.,.-· ·-=- ~- -- ....... -.>--- - , ---~ ,. ........ '· .. _._ ••.•• 

l• F. Ross Holland, Jr., A Su~vey Eistory of Cc-.~e Lco'.r.'.:'ut :fational 
. Seashore, ~;orth Cc.rolina (lfashi--:;;ton, 19~ti), p. J9. . . -~ 

.;· . l'i ~--- ~t· , \ ;...·_.: '~ , - ' ~ .. ~~..-·-_._Lg.;01,__ 
, .£.,. --~ :::> icK,J,,.-:l~J~r"'i:~~'T=e~~~~ ... 

-·~ .. ~ ~- ,,, '"'- . . . ./ -- "" . _ .......... 

r' 

.;'·""· .... 

~ v . \-.ork was begun shortly thereafter on Fort Grc:.nville and when in:_~ 

-~- ~~ 1 spected by Gov. DobbB in June 1756, he founJ the fort "alrr:ost :piled a~d <'t, j ~ f'ille.d, and the house ready to be . fra1'ed." Even the town of Portsmouth was 

1 ~~.;t.~beginning to take shape for the first lots had been sold earlier that 

\ ~ ~ year in February. By 1757 Fort Granville wo.s far enough along to be 

t ~ ~ ~manned by a garrison of 53 officers and rr:en as provided for by a'l Act 

~ ~~)of the Assembly of 1758. The strength of the Fort Granville complc~ent 
~ t ~~varied yeo.rly according to the exigencies of war, the state of the colony•S 

i ~ ';\ s finances, and the ger.eral attitude of the colomial Allsembly. There were 

~ ~, _j 25 troops in 1762, only five in 1763, and with the signing of the Treaty 

J~J ~ · o:f Paris e aJing the French and Indian War in 1764 the garrison was dis­

\':'.~+ f continued, a~d the barracks were ordered to be rented to provide .funds 
' ,, 

i• J 
for taking care of the guns •. The fact that troops uere stationed there 

:/ 3'o Stick, PPo 41-42. 
most probably gave added irr.petus to the development of Portsmouth. 

f I 

i 



The First Dco::l .-The first purchaser of lots i11 the nevr town of 

Portsmouth adcording to the enrliest deed registered in the office of 

the Recorder of Deeds At of Carteret County at the County Courfihouse, 

Beaufort, liorth Carolina, is th<'.lt dated February 13, 1756, and ~ 

• 
regb.stered fun the narn.es of John Tl-reton, Hillian l:artiner Denham, a.rid 

Joseph . Trreton deeding to them lots nur.,bere::l 5 and 20 in consideration of 

the payment of 40 shill:i.ng proclamation money. Because of its historical 

significance and to renove all doubt from the minds of local historians, 

it is here recited in full as it. appears in Deed Book A-.f; folio 378: 
presents shall corr.e, Whereas 

' ' . ~ ' ' 1 d . To All to whom these/\ oy an .r.c-c. o:. ..-.s3c.J.J __ y ma e in 

the Year of our Lord one thousand Seven Hur..dred & fifty­
three Entitled a~ Act for appointing and layi~g out a 
tovm on Core :Sanks near Ocrc..cock Iri.let in Carteret County 
& for ap})Oir1t:L.11g Co:::rnssione:rs for cor.pleatingd the Fort 
at or near the sane nlace & in virtue of the s Act 1.~r 
Joseph Bell of Carte;et CouJ1ty, Ifr John ;Jilliams & I.:r 
Joseph Leech of lJe'::bern T01,n, ~ 1.Iichael Coutanch of Bath 
Tm·1n, Hr Jorm Cam.pbell of Edenton or any three of them are 
hereby appointed Co:lmssioners Yr.ith full power & authority to lay ot 
to lay ogt fifty acres of land 01.dCore Ba..."1.1\:S most c0m-enie:r:t 
to the s Harbour adjoining the .:; Banks for a tm·,n by the 
name of Ports."J.outh into lotts of half a.'1 acre each lott with 
convenient streets as they may thin ... l.c requisite. And ;;;hereas 
the su Cg_rrniissioners or the major part of th~~ are authorized 
by the s .Act to grant convey & aclmoi:rledge by dero to any 
parson or persons 1·l'no is willing to be an inhabitant of the 

s Tovm a...'1.y lott pr :;.otts of land to him or their heirs and 
assigns forever in f ce simple upon peyr.ient of twenty shil-
lings prgclamation poney. And thd said Co.r.:::iissioners ~virtue 
of the s Act have laid out the s Tovm into Lots of half an 
acre each lot accord~ly~ Now Knon ye that 'ge Hos:ph.Leech, 
John Campbell & John ;:il:µans, three of the s Comnn.ssioners 
in the above recited Act ~entioned and in virtue of the same 
for.& in consideration of the sum of forty shillings proclama-· 
tion money to us in hand paid by Uessrs John 'r'::eton of the 
Parish of Ror.;ley Regis in Staffordshire in the Kingdom of 
Great Brittain & ~;illiam t:artiner Denham & Joseph Tl':eton of 
Bath T01·;n in Beaufort County in the Province of North Carolina 
Merchants the receipt v;hereof vre do hereby aclmo·wledge & 

for divers other good causes & considerations as thereunto es­
pecia~y movingo Have granted bD.rgaine:i sold· & confir:ned unto 
the s 11essr John Tneton, Uilliam 1.!artiner Denham & Joseph 
Tweton all those tim lotts of land situate lying &. being ~ 
Portm,0<.;.th tov:r-. aboveii.lenl,ion8d knovm in the plan of the s 
Torm by the numbers five & No twenty togetl}er with all priv­
ileges & appurtenances vmatsoever to the so. lots now beloneing 

I 

r I 

I 



or hereafter to belong ordin any wise to appertain thereto. 
To Have and to Hold the c two Lots above .r..entioned ~ every 
part & parcell thereof ~·tlth appurtenances unto the s 1.:essrs 
John Tvreton Tlillic.r.1 l.lartincr Denham & Joseoh Tr:eton their 
heirs & assigns to the onl:t proper use & b~'1oof of the sd 
l1iessr John '1\..-eton, :·.'illiam 1.'.artincr Denh2.ffi & Joseph Trreton 
their heirs & assignes forever. And the said Joseph Leech 
John CamDbell & John 1;'iillinrns for th~ their heirs & suc­
cessors Cor;,_mssioners aforesaid the sa tv.'o Lots & every pe.rt 
thereof acainst then & their heirs nnd successors aforesaid & 
against all 21ld every ether person or persons ;·.tiatsoeirer in vir­
tue of the above recited Act to the sd Uessrs John Tweton, 
Hillim:i }.:atines Dcnh2.ffi & Joseph 11-reton their heirs or assigns 
shall not i;;lthin cichtcen months from the date of these pres­
ents build a good substa11ti2l habit<:.ble frar::i.ed or brick house 
or a good substari.tial i'Tarehouse of not less d:i.J:1ensions than 
twenty feet in lcnGth &. sixteen feet 1Nide on &.. upon sd lotts 
hereby grai.1ted then this grant or conveya.~ce shall be void 
& none effect as if the s&ue had never been made & the Com­
missioners in the abgve recited Act r:entioned Shall & Eay 
grant & convey the s tYro lots hereby gr<"...i"":ted to any other 
person or persons v;ho s:iall or may apply for the saue or in 
& by the above recited Act is directed., In 'Witness the sd 
Joseph Leech John Car:i.pbell & Jopn \'Ii.Die.ms have hereunto sett 
their hands a'ld seales this i3tn day of February 1756Q 
Signed sealed and p 
delivered in the presence of uso John Canbell (Seal) 
E. Legardue, John Smith John 1'IilJ-iai-:is (Seal) 

Joseph Leech (Seal) 
Carteret County, l:a:rch ·co~ 1756. Proved LYJ. open Court by 
the oath of iRo Smith, praya & 01·dered to be registcredQ 
Registered 8 April 1756. Jno Smith c. Cr.c. 

Jno Smith D. Regr 

The above deed has been certified as follows: 

North Carolina, Carteret County 
Register of Deeds of aforesaid County 

and State, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 
and exact copy as ta.ken fron and co.r:ipared with the records 
in this office, :in Book 11A, B, c, E & F,rrPage "37811 • 

V!itness my hand and official seal, this 31 day of 
Aug .. 1970. 

filJ.A TTIBH11AN (Seal)., 
Register of Deeds }- i . ..,,~ ... ,.,. 

/;1-;·· General Index to Real Estate Co:weyances, Carteret County, N.C., 
Granters, p. ;il. · 1 
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Actually a John Tolson had bou[·ht lot number 28 the previous day 

on February 12, 1756, according to the date of his deed) but lht was :r.ot 

registered until June 28, 1757 rr.ore than two months after the deed of · 

John Tweton et al. Furthern:ore, .and perhaps this can be used as an in-

dication of whose dehd ~ctually represented the first lot sold in 

Portsmouth is the fact that Tweton's et al deed was registered in Book 
j/: ~.,. 

A-F on pase 378, ::llereas Tolson' s deed. al thou£h dated the ~t-e previous 
~s ~-

to Tweton 1 s et al tti;X not recistered in Book A-F until page 443':) 

<' Tweten et al a.lso bour;ht lots 6 and 19 adjoining 5 and 20 on June 22, 

r" 1756, their deed being reeistered on September ]]_' 17)6. ~~ 

\ ).-~ Ibid., Deed Book, !::.:!.' P• 399. 

Another group of lots was sold when C:barles HcNear kt~ bought lots ~ ... 

7 and 22 on t':arch 19, 1757, both "beir..g registered on June 2h, 1757, in 
.....--

43ft and L3b respectively. Deed Book A-F, on pages 

~ 

~ Valentine Wade also 

bought lot 2f the sarr.e day on March 19, 1757, the deed bei~ registered 
, '/! 

u. IT r: 
in the same deed book on page w+0 0 1 L6t nurner 2 was purchased for twenty 

A 

l~k. Ibid. 
t 

shillings proclamation money by a John Campbell on December 14, 1757, the 
.,,~.,,,.. 

deed being registered on Yiarch J, 1758, in Deed Book A-F, on page 473. ,l::, 

t <""- Author's Note: . . 
• ;.3" Ibid./\Althourh the c8rtificate of the Register of Deeds which 

this writer obtained while on a recent trip to exam:.ne th~ Ccirteret COl:nty 

records·at Beaufort, rr.c., gives the date of re£istration as11Parch 3, 1757, 11 

it is obvious that the date is in error for it would have been impossible 
to register the deed before the lot wastt.Xll sold. 

·b· 
Valentin'e Wade purchased another lot (nUI'Qer 20) on_, ' "'- ·""' . ,''- , " / ..,..'\_ . ' / ~ / ~ 

but <lid-not pa r ..i\ until JU:ne_.5, _ 1759_, _t.he dP.€:,being 

I ""' 6 x /"" in-Deed Book/G n page 1.1. Willian. Bak~r'rnay h~ve l::een 
1 '· .. ' 

/ 
rch 28/759J 

regi:;- red 

tJ ·1·· ·t.'3 ear ::.en-

r 
I 

I 
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i~. Stick, p. h2. 

Wade anoarPntly was one of the first aggressive businessr.,en of Ports-
J~~ 

mouth for he imr:ediately onened a tavern in the town-"-while the construc-
we~ 

tion of Fort Granville was under vray and workrr.en.~'f;-.Q?:t_probabl},. looking 
__ activi~-

for a place tc relax at nir,ht after '\·:-ork~ The,..E,-rowing town of Portsrr.outh 

was rr.o~>t pr_~bab:'.l.>an inducer:ent for the workr.'.en to row or sail the short-
50Uto'ne and a half ::c..utical rriles 

distanceAfrom the 6onstruction site of the fort on Beacon Island across 
a~ \ ~ 

the shoals/~ Wallace'•s Channel ~rl::o:i::riddq:XiC «mt r,fade's Tavern. The A , 

following year ~858 trade bought a.nother lot (number JO) from a William 

Sibbly on October 7, 1758 •. Sibbly was a carpenter then living at Ports-., 
·-~-. ----- -- \ 

rnouth who had bought the sarr:e lot from James Burns, a rr,ariner, for forty 
!-_. ." 

pounds. Burns undotf~edly made a tidy profit on the deal for he had bought 

the or:i.ginal lot for one Pound (th~\stipt[).ated twenty shir.ings proclarr.a-
. \,, ~ 

tion rr,oney) the year before on October 7, 1757. Wade was noted in tr..e 
. \ 

'•, 

' 
H, p. 150.\\.: 

.., ,, 
l ,.a.~ Tbia., Deed Book G and 

as bei~g '• 

deed fror.1 ::;ibbly Y~~'W/an "inholder" so Wade,~ having also 

been appointed a Justice cf the Peace,• was ~..:iealing in real · 
__ ~Cmnnber 20) 
estate as well/ for he ~.::~;to purchase~tanother lot~the follo~rir.g 

year .. o:i Ha.rch 28, 1759. Wade fl!ay have been running into financial dii'ficul-
\ ,./ 
ties for the deed iniicates he did not pay far:xi:it the stipulated twenty . ..,. 
shillings until June 5, 1759) \,, A Williarr. Baker also purchased a lo.t, mnnber 

.... 
j(;_J/ Ibid., p. ll. 

. ~, 1 'l .. ~ ··"" 
50, the:::~t .harch 28, 1759, inz:t:-.it. Uf.iXi1X1ii but there is no specific date 

to indicate when his deed was registered other than a notation that it was 

done during the session of the "June Court 1759.11 However, Baker's deed 

is registered on page 9 of the sav.e deed book (G-H1 and may be presumed to 
~·( 

have preceded the registration of Wade's deed. I 

t_·, 1.· Ibid. . ' 
r 
i 



-------------------
TABLE I 

I \ _:e 0 
EARLIEST DEEDS FECORDED FOR PORTSMOUTn• 

Name of Granter: . Lot No.: Paid: Date of Deed: 

John Tolson 28 u.o.o February 12, 1756 

John Tweton, William Yia.rtiner 5 & 20 m.ho.o February 13, 1756 
Denham & Joseph Tweton · 

John Tweton, William t-'.artiner 6 & 19 o.Lo.o June 22, l756 
Denham and Joseph Tweton 

Charles McNear 7 0.2000 March 19, 1757 
Charles HcNear 22 0.20.0 March 19, 1757 

· Valentine Wade 21 Oo20o0 March 19, 1757 

John Campbell 2 0.20.0 Decemb~r J.li., 1757 

.. I~ ·1··. "" . ' . Records of the Register of Deeds, Carteret County, Beaufort, NoCo 

. ·h•·· 

Date Registered: Dee:! 
Book 
& Fol 

June 28, 1757 A-F, 
443 

April 8, 1756 A-F, 
378 

September 111 1756 A-F, 
399 

June 24, 1757 A-F/, f3C.. 
June 24, 1757 A-F, !...!. 3~";' 
June 26, 1757 A-11' . ' li-40 
:March 3,· 1757 /J.75YA-F, 

473 

-. ., 
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By now, however, ~fade was runninr into trouble and afoul of the law. 
of r..aintaining decorum on the Lords day 

It appears that contrary to public policy/and in violaticn of~ 

11An Act to nrevent excessive and deceitful Gamin;:.-:, 11 coveri t; b gambling . . 
; .., t 

hoUDs ;.L'°' John Brae;g, an losses ¢ of lf orty Shilling in twenty-four 
( . ! 

Ocracoke Inlet pilot, and Joseph Ryall, a soldier at Fort Granville, 

had sworn out a complaint warrant against '.fade. 

The Council of the Colony was then in session 2t ;.Jilrr.ington, and 

on September 1, 1759, chareed that: 

Upon Complaint beinf I!'ade that Valentine ~fade one of his . 
Majestys ,Justices of the Peace for the County of Carteret 
and who keeps a Tavern in the Tmm of Portsn:outh in said 
County, Perrr:.ts suffers and encourages disorderly per­
sons, to dance arrl play at cards and dice in £is house 
upon the Lords Day and ~pan· reading the affid of Joseph 

Ryall and another Affid~ of said Joseph Ryall and John 
Bragg 

It is ordered that the said Valentine Wade appear be­
fore his Excellency the Govr in Council on Tuesdaj~ the 20th 

day of·Hovl' next at WilJr.ington to shew cause why he shoulci 
not be struck out of the Cor.ir.Ussion of the Peace for the 
said County. 

I'. ftt~o.-i ~ t~f._;.·wade, apparently, knowing that he was guilty as charged and that he 

~'' \ ,i' · had no chance of beating the easel failed to shO',r up and subsequently 
~" . Wade also assigned the deed to ot 30 to David Wallace on A::,_ugust 27, 1759. 

" ~ .. ·~..:fl~ no longer Jus:tice ___ o_~--~I:_e P~'.:~_: at Portsmouth. ,(This case undoub~dly 

i,vk-.'::~ 'L~1~as the first indication of a sense of m. orality and relig~'19n appearing -
~ ~~'4Vl -if. ---

~ ef ·~ Por~~th for the next year, 1760, a reader was appointed by St. John's 

~ .. ~J2' ~~arish, ~In 1766 Rev=~~~~~:nder Stewart Baptized 27 >1!:ite and 

~~~~~~d children from the~1slands Ill"~ in a baptismal cere-· 

// money held on Portsmouth;. 

\)kJ<), 5C;;::t::-
Parish, ~:.1,Departrr:ent of Archives 

l 
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CHAPI'ER III 

GRO:!TH OF PO~TSt:. OUTH 

Littl.e inforrr.ation is avatJa"J}le on the groVth or activity taking 

place in PortsITouth/ up to the Revolution. However, t{i.e Collett map 
they could be 

of 1770 shpws what appears to be eir,ht structures,.-,1houscs or wfr~rehouses 
\. 'Y 

according to the terms of the origi 1al ~ deed-- and the !·imuzon map 

of 1775 also shows ei~ht structures, one lar[er than all the others in­

dicatine the possibility that it ~~y have been a church1although there 
there 

. I 

is no record of one having been established'aside from the fact that a 
I\ 

reader of the Gospel was appointed to Portsrr.outh as noted above. 

1. ~'1illiam P. Cumming, :rorth Ce.rolina in Haps (RaleighY,, 1966) 

Plates VII and VIII. Photostats of these ·original rr:aps are in the 1·:ap 

Division of the Library of Congress and copies are included in the appen­

dix. 

During the American Revolution it was reported that the British ~~de 

several forays into Pamlico Sound through Ochacoke Inlet and also attempt-
-- . 

ed to close it to American shipping. However, there is no significant 

action that can be associated directly with Portsmouth during this per-

. d 2 
l.O • It was reported that the British landed a large force at Ocracoke 

Holland, p. ho. 

and Portsmouth while on their way to attack ~lew Bern. They captured 

qe~:sheep and cattle at both towns a~d shipped the~ north to the Chesa­

peake Bay area. This raid prompted the Governor of North Carolina to 

order Captain John Nelson in Septerrber 1777 to repel the British invaders 

• 
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It is not until the taking of the first United States census in 

1790 that we have anY: concrete evidence of the population of Ports­

' mouth .st11 ff{n exam.nation of the o~igina~ census r:e:turns mcl<:es that dif-

1"' 
ficult to determine Yd.th any degree!; of accuracy. This is due not only 

i 
to the illegibility of the records and the lack of systenatic procedure 

t .r .. 
'\ .. l. Ponul;:i,tion Schedules of the First Cens·~us of .:t:.b.g United States, 

l'Z9.Q, lforth Carolina, Cartere~t County, in Recc:tds of the Bu::-eau of the 

Census, National Archives, Record Group 29, cited hereafter as Census 

of the u. s. and the appropriate year. 

but also to the fact that ·the population of Carteret County was taken 

together as a group. Holland l:i.sts 96 free white males, 92 free white 
.. -.~-
·2 

females and 38 slaves; David Wallace, Jr., was .apparr::1tly the lead-

~ ... , • Holland, p. 20 

~.-1_"'~ ! .. ~ ft.-~'..,. ~,.,_( 
i~ citizen .:...l:zff::nnl~l of 16 slaves. William Williams was next with 

The only - _,. . 
nine sl~ve5. ~~_name/ t_o aFpea.r, on the first census and 

~, . u -

which s:re identifiable from early deeds~ Tolsin, but spelled with an 
---

11 i" instead of an 11 0 11 as in the original deed for lot number 28. Other· 

family names are: Wallace, Gaskin, Salter, Bragg, Howard, Neale, and 

Stiron. 
' 

The census of 1800 indicated that Core Banks and the neighboring 

Shell Castle Island which had become imporj.;ant to the economy of the 

area as having a free white population of 165, including 25 heads of 

~"";.' 
families and 98 slaves.·· The census of 1810 which is much more legible 

than earlier ones shows an increase in the population of Portsrr.outh. 

'· 

Undoubtedly by this time it was also beginning to grow beyond. the limitation:.> 

-1 
l 
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of· the oririnal fifty ;i.cres provided for in the ~1p~M:'l legislation 

for laying out the tm-:n of Portsrr;outh. The total white ropulation ~ J ' had gro:m to 225 ~ .. "ddition to 'i;;hich there '<ere 121 slaves. David 

~ ~ ~ Hallace was still ~ toe largest s1" ve hol:ler with 17 slaves, and 

"::j! rJ ~ a Hannah HalJ.ace, possibly a wido~·1, the second largest sla~~e~older 

.,; ~-~ with 11. From the evidence it appears that ~zmc there ·,1er~43 heads '} J · \ ~f'fareilies. .. 

i: _) ? .Sf; The natne of. John Kersey nc;r apriears a!-· a he2d of family indi-, . } ~. _{ . .___ ~ 
~ [i":f'--catinr; that he had prob<bly ret~~~._to.Po':s'.'.".'.11'.'1_:" live on a section 

" ""'-~ of his original grant, he being thez__original :::iroprietor, ~-;: +~ ils!'!~ --------------- - - ·-- ,.., 

purchaser had not co nforr::ed to the terms of the original sale for build­

ing a home or warehouse on a lot within eighteen rr.onths of purchase. 

There was also a Richard Kersey, possibly the son of the former Kersey 

who was listed as being over 45 '·'hereas Richard Kersey was bet-..reen the 
male -

age of 26 and 45 as was his wife. The older Kersey had three~children . 
between the aGes of 10 and 16 whereas the younger Kersey (Richard) had 

,,..)> ~~C:ui;/·:ale children ~dE!Z:._l~ ~ears of age. 
. !.\ \;-4 r' J .. ~Y'\ ' • . ·"'. 

· O.~~ ~~t;;Y.11\1h ~ _ . The na>ne o~ a~J~;~~~~.=~~ appears for 

'Phere was also a Thomas Kersey, eve:­
(45 yeE­

the first time possibly being·--· 

· 1µ; related to the original~alenti~~-w~~ who had run afoul of the law. The 

largest farr.ilies by number of-fafil.ii~ beari~-e the same name and possibI.._Y 
~ •... 

related are: Wallace, seven;[Tolson, eight;°rDixon, five; Styron, fo~; 
"'i.. and Gaskill, three. { 

~ . 7-• Thi:-d Census of the United States, 1810, North Carolina, Carteret 
.County, NA, RG 29~ pp.l:i27-JO. 

r 
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On February 24, 1861, on the eve of the Civil War, Dr. S. Single-

ton, who had replaced Dr. Cramer, tendered his resienation to the See­
l .... 

retary of the Treasury as physician to the ?farine Hospital. 

'V 

' l. USPHS, Treasury, Letters ~ !farine Hosnitals, M-1861, p. 29, NA, RG 90. 

'"' ./e' 
' > 

The last not/of record that appears to exist concerning the hospital 

is a letter of R. w. Chadwick, collector of customs at Portsmouth, 

dated January 15, 1866, to w. Sargeant, Commissioner of Customs at Wash-

ington, D. c. Chadwick submitted an account of Augustus Dudley for 

supplies which he claimed he had furnished the Marine Hospital according 

to his contract of July 1, 186o. Dudley had furnished the supplies 

from April 1 to Hay 111 1861, and had ceased furnishing further provi-

sions after the inhabitants of Portsmouth had .fled before the approach 

of Federal troops. 

Chad~dck testified to the 11 uir..lavering fidelitY?' of Hr. Dudley to 
2-f 

the government of tLe United States throughout all our troubles." 

2y Ibid., !41866. 

He enclosed a copy of Dudley's account amounting to $271.20. Payment 

was refused by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Following the end of the Civil War and the closing of the Ocracoke 

Collection Dis.trict in 1867, the Karine Hospital was abandoned and in 
'). -:-~·· 

1894 it burned to the ground. • That same year the u. s. Life Saving 

... ~--
~)~""");·· Holland, p. 48. 

Station was established on the shore of the Harine Hospital property. 

Although d~t~iled statistics of th~ number of patients handled at the 

hospital are not available, there was ·an average of 25 patients per 

day during 1860. 
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THE SHELL CASTLE SHI?PING AND TRADD!G CENTER 

The increase in tfie population of Portsmouth was rr.ost probably due 
;-".' a_, 

to increasi-q; shil"lp5 11'. activity resultine fror.. the esfablishrr.ent of t,he 

trans-shipment busines3 oft Shell Castle Island by John Gray Blount of 

Washington on Pamlico Sound and John Hallace, an entrepreneur of Ports-

mouth. In November 1789 they had secured state erants ',o five islands 

inside of Ocracoke Inlet and in 1790 they established a rr.ajor shippine 

and tradine center on Shell Castle, one of the five islands, about 10 

miles from Portsrr.outh harbor. The largest was Dry Sand Shoal about 50 

acres in extent. 11 Bacon11 or "Beacon" island was a 20-acre island oi' 

~ (\:::.> 
~ ~~. 
"\. ;:. > ? 

·s-:.~ {),. -.\ 

mar$}1 land. The other three consisted of formations of oyster rocks 

varying in size from LG-<J.cre Long Dry Rock, to 25-acre Old Rock and 
~. : 

,,..,._ 

15-acre Rer.ms' s Rock. 

Wallace and 131ou.."lt ~ad promptly J changed the name of 11 Old Rockll to 

"Shell Castle11 and began to convert it into a major shipping and trad-
L' 

.\~~, t\<r (', ~-c~ter. Vessels from the open sea could anchor at the Wallace and 

JI)' i. i}V- > 'Blount doc~~3, unload their cargoes, urrlergo repairs, take on supp}.ies, (, \r-· / 
¥1;"'-~, / and then load their outbound cargoes without havil.1; to cross Ocracoke 

\ ''\ ~ ' ' 

j;'~-l~-: ' ~~~111 enter Pamlico Sound, or sail close to the old portf towns up the 

river. 

The two men were well suited to their business venture. Wallace, 

a practical rran, was the bra-i~working partner of the organization 

He was a resident of the Outer Banks and had accumulated consderable 

property in the area. He was fully acauainted with the peculiar naviga-

tion problems of Ocracoke Inlet. Blount was the brains of the organ-

zationo He was a former member of the Council of State, a representa-

tive to the North Carolina General Assembly, and a partner of the pros-

perous merchant firm of John Gray and Thomas Blount. The latter had 

consideral.3~ land holdings in the vicinity of Hashi:igton, and operated 

a small i'leet of vessels trading with the \'Jest Indies and Europe. 

r ! . 
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,L/li·~ 

.. ...,. ..... 

Blount had been concerned over the difficulty in shipp~ng his 

cargoes to and from ..t-~ Pamlico Rve~and was interested in scttine up a 

shipping facility at Ocracoke Inlet where his o·,rn vessels could exchange 

and li[hter cargo. His .fleet of sr.-.n.11 scows, .flats and lighters onerated 

in the sounds and rivers between Ocracoke and ~fashine;ton. His larcer 

vessels used Ocracoke as a base ifior ocean voyages. 

They st-:i.rted out 
by constructing wharves, a wharehouse, a grist 

~· 

mill1 -&.!'td a windmill and several residenc~s. B .i...: s .~ d u~~ness proncf e and they 

added stores, operated a fishery, controlled pilotirp of the 9crac_oke ; ...l 

· 'tt)o 9:1-..e o.--r CA ,fy.a>r--v­Inlet and provided lightering service for vessels that l:facL to cross the 
,1 , U /(\ Ii 

Swash. JN i~1- {'.,_,;_ •. f/ ~, ~ {! , .·} 

Local history states that Wallace was called 11 Go1.<::!rnor" as a title, 

but .. it is believed that it was p·JTely the traditional term of respect 

-~~\which the average Cockney or seaman applies to the British mercr...ant. -_. .•) 

~"~"Wallace ;:as rr.ost probably called 11 Governoru by the searr.en of the British 

ships that tied up at the Shell Castle docks. However, it is renorted· 

that Wallace conducted himself as 
-f·1 ", .. ):_~·I : -~ 

a feudal p~i~ce at tL"lles, t;LPping the 

till without accounting .for funds and often just placing the cash in his 

pocket. '· i" ;·, ,·) 

He also loved his rum and often tipped the b" ottle. as..,ont'e clerk 
""'"'' 

to Blount.~:( ~reported in a confidential letter 

i 

' 

1j~ ' 
~ - ~ .,} 

.~. :~t:~c ~ Si. See 
;-t. }j¥ ~ A¥chives and 

~ -t(:,f;.."f 45t;:.~£.:: Departmentf1(. 
original letters in the Blount Papers at the -?fo1·~h Careli!?e. 
History, Raleigh, ~I.e.!\ '};> . V1 

. . ! _.:;i r->-j When. ,el severe hurricane struck Ocracoke InlS:. t in August 1795 and 

~ t~.~, ~~11 ·Castle survived the blow, Wallace and Bf.cunt #:J:'e ela t~d /t~a t,. ~;'m-
~ ' ~ e~ ~'"; f'.p ek~ -..JI(~ It.) c. '~ i r-rr ... ~- ~ i>v-·..(.. ~~~\..,paratively little claw.age was done to their enterprise •. !1'ey added ~Jldr- ~1;--

~ ~-- ., t~ warehouses, a l1'11!ber yard~. ne,"._wharves, we~e buil}; a,~ 
1 

~ ~~--
~ ~ ~ . .. . , wi.rrf ·~.It t-f ~~l) ·

1 1~ ~ a ship chandlery, >Ias completed in 179?. A -.POI'JlO ~s.,_f jts hery · was added, "'-1 

~they built more l~ghteri bou3ht other types of boats and by 1800, when a f 
"'3, ~. ' ~. .~·-' 

1 ''1'\ ""1 '..,•":"- . ..r -· 
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fy. Stick, p. 79. 
t • 

The Shell Castle pitcher in the collection of the North Carolina De­

partrnent of Archives a:id History, included herein as j11ustration J 

and which is used as the cover design o! the present study ~may be 

considered indicative of the contemporary scene. The pitcher is most 

probably t:,-pical of what is called :Wtil t1Liverpool China" sketched arid 
/ 

2~·.t} 

painted to order for seamen visiting that port. 

I
, . 

the 11etropol-

·;: ..... 

.. ·'i-. A com~anipn pitcher was placed o:i exhibition at 

tan Kuseum of Art, Ne-v;r York City, in Hay 1964. 

~ N~~~ 
The Shell Castle lighthouse was .~o~pleted and lighted i~)and ,,., "i __ 

when the govern'T .. ent sout:ht a site on which to build a fort to replace \.:. F 
~-...::·· 1 

Fort Granville, Wallace and Blount sold the government nearby Bea.ccn 

Island for the purpose. Althou?,h little ini'ormation is available on the 
it is shmm on 

construction of this fortXTatham's map of 1808 which he completed fol-

lowing a survey of Ocracoke Inlet and Pamlico Soundo 

'"' .. '~ 
..:-<J 

The Wallace-Blount enterprise continued to prcf\7er and the 1800 cen• ~ _ \-· 

sus which included Shell Castle as a separate entry listed a total of 

25 persons living on the island, including five white males and fifteen 

slaves owned by Wallace. In 1806 ~an official port of entry was 

established at Shell Castle. When Tatham began his survey of the coast 

between Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout, Wallace provided him with private 

rooms as office space. By that time Shell 6astle was an important and 

established port in North Carolina's growing maritime trade and Ocracoke 

Inlet was still the tr.ain "'Ort of entry for a *' t·ZD?J'D thP. ports of 

Edenton, Washington, and Bath Tibi.m. 

' C· 

I J 
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The \far of 1812 seriously interfered with the Shell Castle enter-

· · 111·i.::,1•,ant~::-l.;,i.J;eased to exist shortly thereafter. Governor Wallace died 
J ~i~ <:. ·., ' 

'iJ', J:.~U8 ~,:;:;~ .. :,~:3-s buried on Portsmouth Island where a huge marble slab 

lauds his ·rrierits as "Governor" of Shell Castle. Although ti.me worn, 

it is 

--

• 

l' ./ 
J _ _, ... / 

.)~_;>-... 
., .. 

.. 
.~; 

) 
/ 
' I 

; 

·' 

--
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THE WAR OF 1812 

Portsmouth, being a martirr.e port, was to have its share of activity 

during the War of 1812 which beran on June u, 1812, and was ended by 

the Treaty of Ghent of Decerr1.cer: 2h, 18lh. When war broke out between 
-J; (.:. ,. /.' .~ ,.. .'.:'/ :"-:~ 

the United States and :&ng3..and, it was the Outer Banks that provided 

protect~on to the rr:ainland of ~!orth Cprolina against British raids. It 

also provided a base of operations for Arr.erican privateers and Otway rfJ 

( 

Burns, a native of Swansboro, was to err:erge from the coni'lict as the local 

hero. 

He fitted out a fast Baltimore clipper, named it~ Snap-Dragon and 
~ 

arrr.ed it. •d th four 12-pound gi1ns and a pivot gun. '!'hough he sor.:.etimes J 

put in at Ocracoke, Burns used Fort Hampton as his rrain base of oper­

ations. The fort had been constructed in 1808 near the site of Old Fort 

Dobbs on Bogue Banks just west of Beaufort Inlet. Burns ranged from New-
"--

foundland to the Caribbean in".'"~ Sns.p-!~agon and British shi?ping was 

to pay the toll. In the first seven month1of his privateering operations 

Burns· captured ten vessels, 250 prisoners, and cargo val~P.d at approx-
•• . .r· 

. . t<.Y f;f ""S-' c~ r;;> ,t-o ·r i.ma.tely one million dollars. C: • 1 
\ • • J 

~lthough anticipat~d since the outb~ak of hostilities, a British 

a-ttack on the coast of North Carolina did not rr.a terialize until the sum-

mer of 1813. At daybreak on July 12 the residents oi' Portsn:outh, Ocra-

coke and Shell.Castle awoke to find a British fleet consisting of nine 

large war vessels anchored just off the Bar. Two American privateers, 

1iil1 Anaconda and .::;iii: Atlas 1 and a revenue cutter lay at anchor. 

The British attackine force consisting of~ 19 barges carrying 

40 men each, according to 
and captured 

tacked"the rrivateP.rs and 

ore observot, put off from the -warships, at­
f , .. , ~ ·'r ~· 

forced the cutter to retrc~t up the·~oundt• 

British troops then landed at Portsrr.outh and Ocracoke 1 seized hundreds 

..;.; 

I I 

r 
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of head of cattle and sheep. They spread terror on the Banks and after 

five days, the fleet weirhed anchor and sailed away first announcing 

that the entire coast of Horth Carolina was under blf?ckade. 

Meantin;e the cutter reached ~Je;r Bern and word quickly spread that 

the Outer Banks was in the hands of the enemy. Each town expected im-

minent attack by the British. !·!rs. John Gray Blount, writing from the 

town of ifashington to the wife of the President, l';ts. Dorothy Payne Todd 

Madison, said: 11We are in hourly expectation of the British coming up 

here. I am so frightened that I scarce can write, the men flying to 
... :i:/:?· 

armes and the d.ru,"ns beating. 11 The British failed to retur:;i , however, 

r; ... ·-. 
ft.·.:1{ Cited by Stick, p. 8!.i• ~$~t~~~~1~~~~. - --.• 

~I '.-

and with the signing of the treatyof ~in December 1811 atten~ion 
was paid to improvi'.1g the navigational aids oi' the area. 

Following the war Otway Burns. returned to North Carolina and set-

tled in Beaufort. He represented Carteret C.:>unty in the Generc:.l Asser.'0ly 

for 12 years and o~erated a shipbuilding business there. In 1842 he 
- --

moved to Portsmouth where he lived until he died in 1850. Part of that 
~ 
ttliHe was spent as keeper of the Brant Island Shoals Liehtbo~t in Prunlico 

Sourd. One interesting fact developed from a search of the records of 

the Clerk of the Superior Court at Beaufort. In 1838, Dr. Samuel Dudley 

brought suit against Otway Burns for the sum of $20.00 for the use of 

Dr. Dudley's flatboat in transporting reolasses from the cargo Schooner 
Dr. Dudley 

Palestine to the Schooner Wrr .• R. Sr:i th lying in Core Sound. ~~ 

~~~¥.lC{~I obtained judgrr.ent against the local hero on December 

2, 1838/;r~e tor.b of Otway Burns is in the Old Cemetery at Beaufort, 

N.c., one of the guns of ~ Snan-Drar,on lying atop his rrarble ·~~=5'1 

enclosed ren:ains. 

'- 2. Records of the Clerk of the Sunerior Court, Carteret County, 'i.e., r ~-~~.--~..,..-~ Juderr·ent !! 32 77. Copy in aq:cndix. 

.... 

J-
I ' 

I 
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THE SHELL CASTLE LIGHTHOUSE 

The dangerous waters and the lack of navigational aids for ~essels 
attempting to ' o"f' I"<:' :, .Lo -{. ::.:-··'"" 

/enter±.,"':¥.~ Ocracoke Inle-t f.c~Portsnouth ~i-:5~-J.-:{A~ prompted Congress-
•"- led to the constructi.on of a light_:house on Shell Castle butr--ito., 

ional action that/al~Bd· to th~t~i£lll=O-f ;the rr.ore irr.~crtant Cape 
''"' ~--

Hatteras Light Station.i · Only the barest details of the latter are in-

''. 
t' :'1. See F. Ross Holland, Jr., Caf'e Hatteras Lir-ht Station, ;forth 

Carolina (Hashinr:ton, 1968), p. l 1ff1 for the :;.;::.::az.::::::q:x:U history of 
the first important aid to navifatio~ on the Outer Banks. 

eluded herein since the two lighthouses were built simultaneously by 
-"i' the same conptractor. 
"""' 

~ In 1794 the United States Senate instructed the Treaury Depart-

ment to 

Inlet. 

e.xamirri the feasibilitJ of erectirg a lighthouse at Ocracoke 
~ 

The Denartr.,e:b.J.;took the opnortunity to e:;.-amine the North Car-. \ -
olina coast as a whole to determine its navigational needs. When the 

study was cowpleted, Tench Coxe, then Corr.missioner of Revenue and con-

sequently responsible for navigation~l safety reported that the majorit=Y 

of those engaged in ~aritime activities desired a light at Cape Hatterasg 

Iri view of increasing coastwa.se traffic, Coxe reported that a light at 

Cape Hatteras would be beneficial to far more mariners than would a lig: 

light at Ocracoke Inlet. A light there would benefit only those traders 
the Pamlico and other 

using ~·n...W...... inlet to enter~: sounds of North Carolina. . ~--
Coxe subsequently recommended that a lighthouse of appropriate size 

be erected at Cape Hatteras and that a smaller wooden beacon be erected 

at Ocracoke. 
It; 

Ale:xander Hamilton, the,secretary of the Treasury, concur-

red in the recommendation of the lighthouse for Cape Hatteras. As a re-. 

sult, Congress in April 179L authorized the erection of a beacon on 

~Shell Castle Island at Ocracc~e and~~~f-;ore in:portance nation -l:. 11 ... ,( __.-J 

ally, a lighttouse at Cape Hatteras. However, ten years were to slip 

by before a lir,ht shon:i at eikther ~ pri~cipally due to the difficul~:y.. 
I 
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of locatiIE a builder who wovld undertake the contract for t:r.e two lieht­

houses/ sfu.ultaneou~ly. 
that was 

One of the minor delays[ occurred,'when the legislature of North ,, ,\ 

Carolina ceded jurisdiction over land at Beacon Island (the site of 

Fort Granville) for lighthouse purroses at Ocraooke Inlet. Follatdng 

a delay of 6 ~onths the leg:i)slature finally remedied the situation by ._.., . 

cedirg jurisdiction over a small riece of land on Shell Castle Island 

in place of that on Beacon Island. The Federal Government then proceed-

ed to acquire the necessary lanii, On November 29, 1797, John G. Blount 

and John Wallace, co-proprietors of Shell Castle, sold to the Govern-

ment for $200 a lot 70 feet by lliO feet on the island and stipulated 

tnat the goverr..r.:ent "shall not oermit goods to be stored, a Tavern to 

be kept, spirits to be retailed er Merchandise to te carried on, on 
~ e-"• 

said Lott ••••• ~~' This was to prevent an; competition to their vast 

1rioney-rr:aking enterprise on the island. 

,.,. ... 
I\,~,~ Ibid., PP· 2-Jo 

When the Government anproached local contractors, they showed lit-

tle if any interest in it. A'ccordi rg to tr..e leeai Collector of Cus-
. ·f A • 

toms /p).. t;tJ.J..,e,.1--/i.~c....,,... , local 7'forth Carolina people felt the:ir 

mo~~Y could be employed ml;re "advantageously in Commerce or Agriculture 

and of course no one had a sUrplusage to tempt him into more arduous 
. ~.1 

and less profitable enterprises.'$,.. .. 

Coxe thereupon had handbills post~d in various goverrrrnent offices 

from lfaioo to fforth Carolina and instructed the collectors in North 

Carolina, Virginia, Y.aryland, New York, Conm~cticut, and Y.:assaehusetts 

I 
I I 

,/ 
' 

-
_;,: 

f I 
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to advertise for bids in local newspapers. As a result bids were re-

cei ved .fron several sources. One bid carr.e from an "English n:as ter work-

111.an" 1'.'ho /~ offered to build the Shell Castle Light for $16,ooo. Coxe 

co rnidered the bid "dishonest and impudent11 and filled with "rnisconcep­
an 

tions and misinterpretations." Coxe atterr.pted to interest ~~:):xt ex-
. "' 

perienced lighthouse buildery such as John ?-:cCorr.b, a brickrr.ason who had 

built the Montauk Point and the Ca,pe Henry lighthouses, without success 0 

Even an attemrt to elicit a bid from Thor.as and John Gray Blovnt of Nor""th 

Carolina failed. 

In the meantime further complications arose. The three-~,rear limi-

( 

t~tion on the cess;i.on of land by the State of ~:orth Carolina to the . . . v 

Federal Goverrnnent expired in 1797, just as the time limit on 

priation for building the light house on Shell Castle expired. 

r ( I ..- • ~ • ·: .... 
1.,-··v11c.~·· 

If • f 
ther\appro-

Coxe, §!. 

thereupon, requested the North Carolina ·legislators for a new act of 

cession which was agreed to in Decer.:ber 1797. Earlier that year, in 

July 1797, Congress had appropriated $44,0CO for the lights at both 

Cape Hatteras arrl Shell Castle. Coxe now cast about for another contrac-
--

tor. 

· In July, Henry Dearborn, who had just completed his second term as . · 

a member of Congress from Massachusetts, \'irote that he might be interested 
.,--------· . 

in ~:iii« .:Mt contracting to build the Shell Castle lighthouse. Coxe 

responded immediately and encouraged Dearborn to submit his bid. Dearborn· 

did so and in September his bid along with two others was submitted to Rswsi~ 
- - - - 4 • . ·') 

Coxe felt that Dearbornfp would re-- - ,.,..~ -President John Adams for approval. 

ceive the contract. He felt so confident that Dearborn's bid would be 

accepted that he ordered the Collector of Customs in Edenton to purchase 
_J/ 

the land for the Shell Castle light house. But just a~ this juncture 
. - -

Tench Coxe was removed from his post as Commissionets of Revenue, and before 

• 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' . , - .. 
\....---•" 

President Adams could take action on Dearborn's contrqct. 

The newly appointed Corrnrl.ssior .. er of Revenue, \'1illiam Miller, Jr., had 

his 01-m ideas about the GBntract. He felt it was too vague on transpor-C'O 

·tation charges,. the amount of stone required for the lighthouse, and the 

nature of the foundation. This vagueness, Hiller contended, favored the 

contractor. In February 1798 President Adams disapproved Dearborn's 

contract on 1liller1 s recommendation. The new~ Conmissioner~ 
thereupon wrote Dearborn and offered to draw up a new contract with 

.. d. r· ·t· a· d ,~....,~ ..... t• f ,tls r more e :uu 1 ve vror ing an e~u .. .w•a ion o ~ orr:i.er vagueness Q 

In the mean.ti.rn.e Hiller vr.rote to HcComb viho, however, appeared to have 

lost interest. Hiller continued to look elsevmere for a contractor. Some-

time during the spring he vr.rote the Customs Collector at the port of 

Savannah, Georgia, asking if likely prospects Y:ere in that city. There 

were none. In the fall of 1798 Dearborn finally submitted a satisfactory 

proposal. tC,at the President accepted, and on October 9, 1798, Miller for-
--

warded articles of agreement to Dearborn to sign. This he apparently did , .. 
on October 31, 1798fP / 

.,, 
f t4;; Hollarrl, PP• 6-7 o 

I 
l I 
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The site selected for the Shell Castle lir)1thc"G.se was a sr.-all lot 

on the eastern end of' the island with "Seventy feet fronttng the north 

side of 1fallace Channel and run.'1i'1.:; "'lorthHard one hundred and forty 

feet • .c. •" According to Dearborn 1 s proposal, the Shell Castle lifh t 

station vias to consist of a wooden, octo.gonal beacon tower, 64 feet 

tall (includjng lantern), a wooden d-..iclling, and an oil vault and 
.. 5···''.~ 

she do 

'· ~·~. Ib.d 7 -~~-;> c ]. • ' p • • 

Even though the contract. with a representative of the Federal Gov-

ernment Tras not signed until February 14, 1799, thus mal:d.ng it official, 
began . 

Dearborn~'work on the construction of the Shell Castle light. In the . \ 
latter part of No'fember 1798 he requested and received a partial advance 

of funds to begin the work. He gegan to~~ ship construction 
from 3oston 

material~to the Ou.tar Bnnks iri. the late spring, but owing to unforeseen 
·was 

delays ~ he"'-£tirt not ~ able to begin actual construction until . 
f 

August of that year. His ship had barely cleared port when he was fore-

ed. to return to Boston for a refitting due to an accident. Fortunate-

ly he was not delayed too long so that by the end of August Dearborn 

and the construction materials had arrived at ShelJ. Castle. 

Dearborn ~tayed but a short time at the site and then went to Cape 

Hatteras where he built the keerer' s quarters. Leavi !l' workmen to con-

-------. tinue construction x1llCI: of the light, Dearborn journeyed between the 

two sites. At Shell Castle Dearborn met Sarr.uP.l Tredwell the collector 

r 
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of Customs at the port of Edenton, whom the Cormnissioner of Revenue had 

appointed to supervise the woyk of the co~tractor. Tredwell indic~ted 
to Dearborn·. 

/)tne-site--th~t was desired for the Shel+ Castle beacon. 

As work on the lizhthouse progressed dUl'ing the fall, Dearborn re-
c:' .. ~ ... 

O~v,i :•··· ... 
ceivedipartial pa_yyr.ent for his work and then most probably due to the 

approach of winter left the Outer Banks vith his crew. 

He returned the follovrinf; !t.arch (1800) •d th a-nether construction 

crew"1.1i<+::he:-b.d::hir.ed and by July the workr.:en had erected Shell Castle 

beacon. It lacked only the lifht to be complete. The keeper's house 

was also nearing completion. Thereafter Dearborn concentrated on ~­
finishi;.g 
~~the Cape Hatteras Ligh~houso/ ati]d worked on it during 1801 and 

1802. In July of that year, Jun~ Dudley Hobart, Dearborn's represen-
the Shell Castle beacon 

ta.tive at the Cape fiatteras site, estimated thA~-uxwould be 

ready for lightine that Nonth. It proved to be a·pocr estirr.ate for 

the "raising of the lii:;ht11 as it ~-ras terrr.ed had not occup:red by June 
local 

28, 1803, when/newspapers were complaining about the delay. Acco-:-rding 
/' Shell Castle 

to Holland it is not kno·wn just when the/light was "raised" but it was 
~.; 

in operation before October 29, 1803" / 

~ 

,·~.,~'-/ Ib.d 11 12 ,...Qi. 1 • ' pp. - • 
_.f- _(.I 
~/<." nr- I~, f' :.~ 

In the meantime Dearborn agreed to -tmi'-1~ the foundation of the 

Shell Castle lighthouse for ~ appar~~tly inspection must have shown ....-------- . it/ ~~ to be deficient. He received an additional $1,2ooji 
for the work ::rlrim~i:n:•aiblti of buildi~ up the foundation "By run• 

ning an outside wall at the distance of 12 feet froM the foundation of 

the Buildir.gs 2 feet high, between the wall and the foundation, a. sol-

id bed of sto-:-i.e was to have been laid gradually risinc tovrards the 

center ~G as to cover the foundation, and to extend as hich as where the 

.. 
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WOod ·work of the Beacon and Dwellinr co:r.mences. 11 

... , 
;._.;·_.7._ Ibid., PP• 12-13. 

By the fall of 1803 DearboJ!p obtained $39,300 of the total contract 

price for the two liehthouses of $J9,650e ~ Due to litieation ··r'.":~ :-

develor·ed wheri the Co?rmissioner of Revenue refused to £;pprove payment of 
overall 

the final $350 on Dearborn's"contract, his claim was not settled until 
. ,./. i: i..-

May 6, 1824. It is not known whether Dearborn a<ld~!.:)! the additional 

'8.J stone the foundation of Shell Castle lichthouse required. Apparently, 

..., . 
.-;P ....8~ Ibid., p. 13. 

I-zarborn 1 s reputation did not suffer for in 182}5 he was appointed Sec-

retary of War, an:l about six years lat.Br in 1831 he contracted for and 

-c 
erected the lighthouse on Plumb Island and two beaco:ns in Ipswich Harber.· 

As Shell Castle light neared coffipletion, the question of a keeper 

Dearborn and his agent, Hobart, recommended a 'i:mu:txib!1£ for it arose. 
John Hays 
IP»J(for the job, and he was appointed to the Shell Castle light by the 

President in the autumn of 1802. Mays was to be paid $250 per year, but 

declined the arp0intn:ent when he heard that the Cape Hatteras keerer was 

to receive $333 per year. 

Tredwell, the collector at Edenton, in searching about for a re-

placement 51- for Hays, reported that J~hn Wallace, one of the owners of 

Shell Cast.Je island would accept the job for the same salary as that 
1
{.i· 

paid the keeper at Cape Hatteras ($333).9 Wallace received his appoint""' 

111ent shortly thereafter and accepted the post. Hm1ever, he ha.d a misu'1-

dernt:i:i.-!' · 
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about the salary when he took the job. Tredwell clain:cd that he had 

made it clear to Wallc.ce that his salary would be $250 per year. 

When ·wallace clairr.ed his salary a year later he said he understood that 

it would be $333. Albert Gallatin who was now Secretary of the Treas-

ury gave Wallace the benefit of the misunderstanding but inforrr.ed him 

that he ~.;ould henceforth be paid at the rate of $250 p;~· ¥.:..~year. 

Wallace 1dissatisfied with the offer;informed Tredwell shortly there­

after that he had steeped lir,hting the She'a.11 Castle beacon. Dismayed 

at the news Tredwell anpar~~tly visited Shell Castle and sear)kd the 

service of a John Willard who rerr.ained an duty for a year and was then 
"10" ~ ·.;_ 

followed by a James Taylor. •• """ 

.. 
~,:,.:'io .~ Ibid. , p. 15. 

Several years later Tredwell recoF.mended that the salaries of the 

two keepers be equalized. Recognizing the fact that the Shell Castle 

light was not as impnrtant as Cape Hatteras, Tredwell felt that it was 

a more difficult place to live. The keeper at Shell Castle not only 

had to bring his own wood in by boat but the station property was too ~ 

small for the keeper to grow his own garden. Washington turned a deaf 

ear to Treadwell's plea and the keeper's pay remained at $250 per year. 
,_...-- . .-.-· ----.· ~-.. ...... 

Several years later, on August 16, 1818, when lightning~ struck 

Shell Castle beacon and destroyed it toeether with the keeper's ~ua.r-

ters, the question became academic. It was renlaced four years later 

in 1822 with the lighthouse now at Ocracoke;11~~ l"' 

't tm·; Ibid., P• 16. 
~; 

c--· 
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population 
1?/-:~- . '-· 

of Portsmouth for the number of dwellinc;s had now 'incr~ased to 37. The 

~ white pop'Jlation consisted of 139 ~±dd:'s males and 126 ~ females, 

reachinr ~ totnl of 265. The slave ponulation had fallen to 92 possibly 
- . );,:..·· 

due to the closir£ of the Shell Castle enterprise • 

... ;_.,. Carteret Coun.ty, N. C. , 
t ,.l·. Fourth Census of the United St.ates, 1R2o,/:IA., RG 29, pp. 122, ~,. 

'7 127-28 •. .,... 
tf ··-~-.. f ~,K f 1Portsmouth continued to grow during the next decade and the census for 

, ... ,~ 
"-!{ {..r· 1830 indicates there were 51 dwellings with a total white population of 

cv()()-• ( 3L2 persons' cons isti q; of l 7 3 tr.ales and l69 few.ales • The slave popula-

~ q)~ tion reached,its highest figure of 120 to that time and was to taper off 
~~- ~ ~ 
·-~ thereafter. Some of the leadinr; fa~ily nrunes continued toAthe Dixons, 

>' 
";;'2-;, Fifth Census of the United States, 1830, Carteret County, !{.C., 

NA, RG 29, PPo 119-121:- -

Tolsons, Wal.lace, Styron, G~1 skins and Roberson. Sanmel· Dudley was the 

general practitio~er of Portsmouth and Joshua Taylor, the Collector of 

c·ustorr.s. The rumber of dwellings listed in the census schedules is 

generally taken to mean the nunfer of indivddual residences containing 
1\ 

the head of a family, thus giving some idea as to the growth of a town. 

For instance, according to the legislation which provided for 100 sites 

for homes or warehouses to be constructed on the fifty-acret limits 

of Portsn:outh, 'it is obvious, even though there is a complete lack of 

data to prove the point, that more houses were constructed for domiciles 

thaCwere warehouses m:l:!·for the storage of goods for transshipment from 

the port. 

r 
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:' the 
In 1835 the Boston firm of Wittcrage and Wyn:an applied for t_ lease 

of a site on Beacon Island, the property of the United States. The 

lease was granted and a two-story dwelling house and a warehouse for the 

stoarge of naval stores, staves,. etc., was constructed as part of the 

firn~s lighterage business. In 1860, upon the death o:f W;yr..an, his heirs 

requested perr,ission to rer10ve the buildi rJf:s so t.hat they could be dis-

mantled and sold at a greater profit than they could be if sold on the 
.... "'\ 
1.. j site. Perrdssion was granted. • 

'\ ...... \ 
.I ... l. O. s. Dewey, Collectcr, to the Hon. Howell Cobb, Sec. Treasury, 

April 7, 1860, in Lette~'s on Mari :P Hcsl'.'i ta ls, H. 1866, NA, RG 90, ·p. 137. 

. - .~ ·--
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CHAPTER IV 

PORTS:.:cuTir THE SEAPORT 

The greatest pe~iod of Portsmouth's activity as a seaport was 

between thG end of the \far of 1812. and the outbr£ak of the Civil 1:!ar. 
e: 

Its growth and importance is ref],~-ted ~n the number of vessels that 

desicna ted Portsr::ovth as their hon:e port/ on the enrollr.ent "!""l~ ers 

Unfortun<?.tely, ~·;e do not have the cor..plcte story. 

of ships registered at that pott. ~ .An exar:iination of the ship en­
reveals th~t they 

roll.i:i..ent records at the 1Jational Archives ~'are not only in very poor 

l 

~\ 

condtion>havins been subjected to fire and other hazards, but thnt 

- . •t and r..any are preswned to be missing.I 

~ they are incomplete) :t;evcrtheless, vrhat records are available 

do give some indication of the activity of Portsmouth as a seaport. 

lo Personal interview ·d.th Joseph Hor:erton, Archivpst, Social 

and Economic !lecords, YA, RG 41, Records Qf. the Bureau £i Ec.rine In­

spection and Fa,ri;-:ation, Septerriber 15, 1970. 

. I . 
t\ -t j t ' ' ~ . • ... ~-

The '.ep._:£-OJl,~en t" papers of ships enrolled i:h the Ocracoke CoJlection 
-r r,.-

Ul/ I I'.;. 

District/indiaates that seven ships sailed out of Portsmouth;i-n-1$-15-r-, 
II L.J . 

On these papers, Portsmouth is indicated as being the ship 1 s home port. 

W'.'-C.. 2 
In 1816 ~~:2·e -~;rer-e nine shi}.'SI\ enrolled. The number of enrollments for 1817-lC: :.I 

2. EnrolJ..:-',ents .f.r.2.8 the Port .2f. Ocracoke, 1815-16, ibid. 

is considered to be too f evr to give any real clue as to the size of the 

'1--

Portsmouth fleet.3 The infornation con\ined in the enroD.rnent s, however, 

3o Burke, Po 31. 

does not give a complete clue as to the real identity of ships for a 

ship's mm.er Yrould apply for a new enroJJ.ment only when a change 1·ras 

made in the ovmership, name, or build of the vessel. Therefore, if / 

it was not desired to show a ship a.s being from a certain port, or for 

other reasTc0 ~:::-:n.i.· 0: J.~r to the ovm.er, a ship could be registered from 

any other port he desired. 

• r 
1 
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Practically all the ships enrolled fron Portsnouth i;rere single deck, b:o 

t1'!'0 masted schoo-n.crs. Their tonnages ran3ed from 21 to 60 tor~s each. 
\ 

Tonnage i:ms not the actual wei?;ht of the vessel, but rather af are3:·t:r.ary 

computation for tax. collection purposes, taxes being inposed according 

to the capacity of the ship's hold, in other ~-rords, its cargo capacity. 

A ship lJ!lder 80 tons cargo space ·Has not co:-isidered to be an ocean-going 

vessel. Ships listed as ~having a 40-ton capacity r;ere approx­

imately 55 feet in length. Such ~vessels drew from four feet, seven in-

ches to six feet, three inches of i;rater. The logical conclusion would 

be that these vessels 1·:ere used chiefly in the lightering trade, for .. it 
) .. / 

w~s a· common practice and 
·l' :/ ) / . ~ { 

of'Ocracoke Inlet • 

, ) 
a;hecessity to get tne ships o~er t::le shcials 

I . ! 

.. ; . 

~-1: Letter of Thonas Singleton, Collector at Ocracoke, to Hilliam 
H. Crawford, Sec. Treasury, .Ju.'1.e 21, 1817, i..'Yl Letters to imS. .Et£s ~ 
Collector, Ocr3coke, n.c., HA, RG .56. 

From 1822 to 1829, 36 sJ:"l.ips were enrolled from Portsmouth. This 

is considered to be a conservative estirr~te for the reasons stated . (!>) 
above. During these years, the enrolled ships sqvred greater tonnage 

capacity. T'nirteen of the 36 Tiere over 60-ton vesseJ.,s. The Brig 
~,~,~.re,. •. , e c .) 

Galaxy , Thorn.::s Robinson of Portsnouth oi·mer,; was calculated to be over 

1ll tons and of 75 feet, 5 inches leno-:rth. Its master 17as ~John s. ,,,..... 
~...;,~ 

Hunter. 

5F-t Ibid., J.s22-1829. 

No one man O!' group appears to haye ov:ned a dis"()froportionate share 
. ~· 

of the PortstJ.outh vessels. 1.~any masters were part-01·.ners of the ships 

they commanded. The Elizabeth, one of the larger ships of 74 tons ~ 

L 
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c~pacity 1·:ns built in the Portsmouth yards in 1826. Certainly, if a sl;ip 

of this size ~·:o.s built nt th::t port, it is a fair indicc:.tion th2t Portsnouth 

had an activc·shipbuilding industry. 

During the decade fror1 1829 to 1839, 25 ships '::ere enrolled from Ports-

mouth, sho~:.d.n6 a definite decl-'._ne i~ enrolJ..ncnts fro::i. th ::?.t po!'t. On the 

averaee at least / 12 ships a ~rear ~·rere enrolled and it can be calculated 

from the file nUi11bers that I".any papers are missing. HoFever, there ~"·as 

a continual increase in the size of vessels based at ?9rtsm.outh. nearly 

t1"renty-five percent of the ships enrolled during the decade were over 

85 tons, and Portsnouthers. had a definite interest in these ships. Dr. 

Samuel Dudley, one of the nost affluent of its residents acquired an in-

t~rest~p at least four ~±p~r. Other P.ortsm.outhers, Y1hose na.rnes appear 
<!V . 

regular(' in the census population schedules, such as Thomas Robinson,, 

John c. 17Iallace, and rlilliam Vl. Dixon each had· an interest in at least 
. it 

three ships;v But lightering, rather than ship building or ownir1g, 1·;as 

1:.· !J• Enrollr.v:mts from Port of Ocracoke, 1830-1839. 

the great source of income for the r:iany pilots of Portsmouth for lhG±.¥#~ 
5 ~ 

betvreen 1836-37 over 1,,400 vessels pased through Ocracoke Inlet and the 

great number requiring li8htering is obvious. But the beginning of the 

errl. of the great hey-dey of Portsmouth 'tras undoubtedly marked vd.th the 

opening of Hatteras and Oregon Inlets arltilit a few years later in 1841. ,., / ·:--:-r--·-;:;--z-
- <>(. ~ ;"!'~:_~;~,,.-::..D_~~·---

As late as l:EVrJ!" :I ho'.·:eve~sels vrere built at PortS41.outh as proven by 
Jr/. c .... 

·the enrollment papers of the Schooner Alice g. B.ill, John Hill,, ovmer,, 

and Joseph A. Hill, master, which was registered at New Bern, October 
~ ~l5ffA 4-r 1. 

12, 1869. The vessel was i single dec!t,, two masted with a square 1\ r, 
~ . / \ 

stern and billet head. ~ length was 43 and 2/10 feet,, her breadth 

15 Xlit feet, and her depth four and 7/10 feet. She measured 21 tons 

• 

• I 
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and 34/100 cubic feet of cargo space.1 In this analysis of such an ir:i.por-

tant activity as ship building, vital to any seaport, it is indeed strange 

that not a single resident of Ports:-1outh ever declared himself to be a 

shipbuilder on any of the census.records of the nineteenth century. One 

or two carpenters appeared in the census for 1860 and 1870, but that ap­

pears to be the limit of vihat can be associated rd.th ship building. 

Undoubtedly, further ~ research, perhaps in the :·1haling 1.:usewn 
,),., •. ' " t ' I" 

'f t(T..J..l. l~~ ,-~fL \. f- ,... . 
at Nevr Bedford, Uass., v.tiere over 600 sMp& logs ~are collected ·would 

produce vital information on the subjecto 

'""''-::\ Jo §hi£ Enroll aents fr2!] the Port .2.f. ~ ~' Registry No. 1833, 
!V .. , RG 410 

The increasing importance ·of Portsmouth as a seaport was shown when 

au. s. Post Office was established at the town in 1840.by the federal 

government. It was located in the general store on the island and its 

.site still P,xists as shown in Illustration 8. John Ru.-rnley was the first 
;'3' 

postn:aster and he was appointed September J, 1840.~::>' 

_,- f." 
fl. See Table of Postmasters, Portsmouth, N.c., in Appendix 

compiled by the author. 

' (,,t1 

I \Y~) , 
. -pi\ '\J (;i;' 

AccordiJir·to the census of 18ho there was a slight drop in the / v:;..(}!J' 
~ . / 

.111:ttt:n!·population of Portsn:outh when it was reported as being~coffi-

~red~to~~~-Ihite males registered a very sli['.ht gain whereas, 

white few4les increased by 35. There was a drop in the slave population ... 
~ 'f 

from 120 in the census of 1830 to 90 in the census of 18hO.~ Perhaps the 

effects of the Panic of 1837 was even felt on the Outer Eanks. Eiien 

the fury of nature had increased during the 1830s, when hurricanes 

became rrore frequent. 

·~ ";. 
Cotmty. 

Census of' .:Lr'J.~ the Uni· ted St." t.e"f, 1840 J.~Trrth Caroli" na Cart0 ... et - ,.\,!ltJ;~ - - -"'- - ~ ' LVv , _..., • 

Tfa, ,;~G zr;. 

'---------~ - --- -
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On Aut:,1lst 10, 1835, a particularly severe hurricane struck Ports-

mouth. Althoueh it was of short duration, it did considerable darrase 

to shirping ancho:red in the roads. Portmouth could do little to 

protect ships at anchor in such storms. Vessels usu!llly anchored on the 

Pamlico Sovnd side of Portsn:outh in an area about due no:-th of the 

town. ThB-st-orV' • .B".·reepinr: down O'i the island frol"l north norh~'east 

crossed the unbroken waters of the sound and buffeted the ships at 
....... 
j_".J (j'._ 

anchor. Povsrr.outh Island could offer little safety a€:;ainst such a 

storm. 

On A~ ugust 29 and JO, 1839, a far rr.ore severe t;ale struck Portsmouth. 
. - ' . 

To old inhabitants it xas the worst since 1795'. During the height o~ the 

storm, _the tides corrnletely inundated. the island sweeping everythi.ng 

before it. The water 1·7as reported as ri8inz to an unbelieveable heigt:t 

in tr.any of the homes of the Portsn:outhers. All gardens on the island 

were destroyed a:1d most of the livestock was swept away. Several houses, 

incl,;ding one belonging to the U. s. Government vanished before the 

storm. Fortunately, only 15 vessels were anchored in the roads at the 

time, far fewer than usual. Four were totally lost; seven were driven 

ashore. Two were saved by cutting the rigging; two rode out the storm. 
t~ 

One master was lost uith h:s ship.2 '.namxrurr.snnx. 

'(} .... 
I~·: Letter of Sylvester Brown to Hon. L. Woodbury, Sec. Treasury, 

Aug. lh~ 1835, in Letters frc~ Collectors, NA, RG 56. 
1f'2·: Ibid, Aug. 31, 1839. . 
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THE POP.TS!·.O'CTII H.1\.RI:!E HOSPITAL 

The succor of its seamen has been one of the const.:i.nt problems 

of civilization since Ean first went to !txal sea in shirs. The bar-

barity and cruelty with which sh~p's captains flung sick and injured 

sea~en ashore in stranEe lands or overboard to a watery grave led to ±..~ 

internation~l reccg:iition of the problem. The rise of nationalism and 

internc.tional law led to ~·mrldwide agreeF..ents for rending aid to these 

unfortU1Utes so that they could be broucht back to health and even-

tu.ally returned to their native la:ids and homes. 
the 

With the founding o.f Portsr:-:outh, Ocracoke, and>Shell Castle en-, 

terprise as colonial trade and commerce grew, steps were taken on a 

local basis and eventually by the federal goverrur:ent to see that sof.',e 

assistance was provided for thssf' seamen. It was also realized that 

the lack of facilities--most lacked a ship's doctor--aboard the marzy­

types of sailing shirs which plowed the ccrr.mercial hit.hways of the 

sea::> could lead to the sprE.'i.d of uncontrollable diseas~ The location 

of the Portsmou.th-Ocracoke area at the.very core of the "Graveyard 

of the Atlantic 11 finally brought action from the federal government 

as it no longer became feasible to handl~ sick and injured seamen on 

a community basis. 
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issued a factual report on the status of shipping passing through Ocracoke 

Inlet. The report stated that "Oc·racoke Inlet is the outlet for all the 

commerce of the State of North Carolina fror.i. the ports of Nevroern, Washingto~-

Plymouth, Edenton, and Elizabeth City and the v,tiole extent of country for 

many miles around. l.!ore than two-thirds of the exports of the State of 

North Carolina pass out to sea at this pointo 11 Statistics i:rnre compiled 

for a year and showed that 1,400 .sr~-'1-;;:of loaded vessels pas~/:through the 

aforesa#2} inlet in the space of tY:elve months, bound for various ports. 

Because vessels were frequently detained at the inlet by adverse vtlnds or 

tidtTs, it was "not uncommon to see from 30 to 60 sail of vessels anchored 
i'i, 

in the roads at the same time. 11 •• 

Inevitably there was a certain amount of sickness in such a vast 

accumulation of ships. The question of vihat to do with sick seamen at 

Ocracoke Inlet had been a matter of great concern f'or. ~)any yearso The f I '"'> i 

. w ,tt~ d :b t.fcr1-S J J.i t1Sf < a} l.s ( · 
federal government at first entered into individual contracts to ~ . 

care for them at the rate of ~l,5C:O per annum. Later it became the re-

sponsibility of the port collector to secure room, board and medical. at-

tent ion for any sick seamen in his di strict. .-W 'Ih e collector was 

authorized to pay 11$3.c:o a week for board, 25 cents per day for attendance 
.. 

••• and apothecary rates for medicine • 

In 1841 the collector at Ocracoke ,~, s. Brown, informed Represen­

tativii IIilP-run H. ilorthington of the· difficulties experienced under this 

system. He complained that ship's masters 1-.tio found sick seamen aboard 

• 
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their vessels feared "to take them to sea lest they should be quarantined 
r,,...;' 

· nt '..heir ports of des:tination~ frill land them here regardless of conse-

quences. tt '.\)st of the houses at Ocradol::e and Portsmouth were small 1·1i th 
only ... ~ ........ ~--, . : ~ ,._t~, : !'· .. ""i: ".r: _., · ·.~~-

but two rooms and often~i;;'i:xone story high. They were suitable1/or caring 

for sick seamen. BroY:n said that he frequently had trouble securing a 

place for the men to stay. 11 I have, on one occasion,U he wrote, 11having 

l'l .':Lek seamen on my hands, been compelled to fit up a common boat-house 

. " ;::.:::;·:~·:·:•:l .·.::··I could and put part of then in that-a situation not at all cal-

. ·: · : . ~1(l ;:-!:'.~-:~ .fr.r a person in the best of health, much less one laboring under 

sevro"c b:dious fever or some other dangerous disease. At another time I 

was under the necessity of procuring an old house built on a shell rock, 

two miles or m.ore from any inhabitants to accommodate several seamen throY.n 
J...,._,,.:: ~-

out here having small-pox. 11 The inhabitants xm:-hi refused to all,16w them 
. ~ ·. ~ l 

~., .... 
. :.:to he la."1ded on either Oc'f;acoke or Portsmouth Islando · ' 

The cause was promptly taken up and Congressman Worthington secured 
marine 

legislation for a/hospital b at Ocracoke Inlet to accommodate all sick sea-
•' . 

men in northeastern Korth Carolina. In 184J the hospital wa~~-huil.t at 
r , I\ 

· Portsmouth{ and placed,,.Wider the administrat~~ o~ the Office· of the Col-

... J.ector of Customs for the Ocracoke District)~~;; Despite comoaratively rapid : 
··nt.tt;,.,:,w.;~,.;,;.,..r~~,.;;<~~... • -: 
JULJi;;)ad;..;.'i.A.A,~~ .... ~~JJJ!:J.. 

/' . 

J;~~2;~·· USPHS, Treasury Department, Letters from Earine Hosuitals, Volo 

1UB34, June 30, 1854. KA, RG 290 

action on the part of the Congress/ in passing the legislation, it was to 

be six more years (1841-1847) before .the basic medical supplies, furniture, 

and medicines vrere to be dell vererl to 

be opened to perform the function for which it was authqrizedo 

• I I 
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The site of the }fu.rirl'l Hospital at Portsmouth insofar as it has 

been possibfle to trace the deeds was known as the "Burns" place. It 

is possible that this was the site of ~ originai lot number 30 

laid off when the tcnm was first founded. A James Burns, a mariner, 

had purchased the site for one pound in October 1757 and had sold it to 

a William Sibbley, a carpenter, a year later for forty pounds. Sibbley 
"y-

in turn deeded the propty over to the notorious Valentine Wade when he ,, 
ran afoul of the law in 1759 and lost his post as Justice of the Peace 

for Portsmouth. 
fr.-

Wade, who was undou~edly a promoter, fassigned the deed to a David 

Wallace in August 1759 most probably to avoid having the property seized 

by the authorities. It is believed that David Wallace was related to 
John 

Governor~fallace who operated the Shell Castle enterprise. But the 

property remained known as the "Burns Place" and in 1840 Otway Burns,; 

the local hero of the War of 18121 had built a home and vade other 1Jn-

provements on the propert;r at an expend:Lt.ure of $1,$00. The hospital 

building was built as a separate unit and the Burns house was to be 

-
used in later years as a residence by the hospital surgeon and his fam-

ily.~ Litigation involving the federal government was to arise for it 
_.,.,.,,,.._,___ . 

was not »~ known if the government had a clear title to the property 

when it built the Marire Hospital on the same grounds. 

The site of the ¥..arine Hospital consisted of eight acres of which · 

two were enclosed as the hospital grounds and surrounded by a common 

paling fence. The land was on the highest and most level part of :tial 

Portsmouth Island and was susceptible to improvement by planting trees, 
l~ _, 

shrubbery and grass. 

I T'"_ .. l. o. s. Dewey, Collector to Sec. Treasury, Hon. Howell Cobb, 

April 11 1857, ibid, M-1836. 
I 
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Although its specifications could not be located after considerable 

research, it is possible to reconstruct the size of the hospital from 

reports to and from the Collectors Office. o. i'.:>. Dewey reported in 

APi\.il 18.57 that the ?-:arim Ho~pital at~ortsmouth was a "fine" building 

with four wards in the main buildirg and two upper rooms with a wing on 

each side containing four rooms each with piazzas in the front and rear. 

Two cisterns for fresh water were constructed of wood, one being on the 

east side and the other on the {lest side of the hospital. Heat was sup-
1. '. 
. ' . 

plied by coal stoves in each ward~ ' 

Furnishings, beds, linen, chairs, medicine, etc., for the hosnital 

were purchased from Phelps and Kingrr.an, _118 to 120 Chatham Street, New 

York City for $11 1DD.as shown in Appendix F which includes the complete 

invoice for the materials, their quantities and prices. Dr. Wm Cramer 

was the hospital SU!'geon at the time. 

, I 
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Operatinr personnel of the hospital consisted of a physician, a white 
one male servant 

JT.atron, ~-colored ·slave;.1 and two ferr.ale servants, one a free white 
a , , I\ I\ 

and the other~colored slave. In·cor.mentine on thefA efficiency of this 

staff, O. s. Dewey reported that "the slaves are rr,uch the best servants, 

for when a patient enters the Hospital with a cc·1tagious disease, the 

white servants leave irrmediately and it is difficult to supply their ,.,, 
f.; ,, 

places at that time. This is not the case with slaves. 11 

.--; 

/{.: .. l~ Letter to Hon. Hor;ell Cobb, Sec. Treasury, dated April 11 1857, 
ibid:, I-i..,18 57. 

Dr. s. Singleton commented in an earlier letter to the SecretarJ 

of the Treasur-J of the lack of rersonnel for adequate staffing of the 

hospital, sayi rg, "I::l the organi'~ation ·of the Hospital I am allowed no 

Steward or .ApothecarJ and but one tran Servant--the Eatron and this ser­

vant are the only nurses I have at comrr.and and when (as in the case at.§ 

the present tirr.e) contagious diseases are in tJ:e instit~tion, I arr. wholly 

deprfuved of any service from this servant but such as are bestowed upon 

the patients suf.fering with the contagion. 11 He suggested the addition 
,/Z l •/ 

of a boy to the staff. 

l/2'. Ibid, .r~rch f(25, 1857. 

Wages for the hospital staff were 

first org~nized. The male servant was 

fixed when the hos-cital was ~ -
f/ and 

paid $10 per month1 $5 each per 

month for the female servants. The Collector felt their wages should 

be increased for "considering the great advance in the price of labour 
(rl7.z.-~·a 

within the last five years;. the wages are inadequate to secure good and 

" efficient servants, as a good cook ~11 now hire for $80 to $100 per 

tr.onth"" Dav1ey ~ reccrnended that the wa.r;es of the matron be raised 
11~'~ \·.:~ . 

to $12 per rr.onth and1\the1 two female ~ervants to $8 per month each. He 

• 
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also recorru-,:ended that a boy be added to the servants staff with wa[es 
"i .:·-.~ 

from $6 to $8 ner month. Up to the eve of the Civil 1!ar no chant;es 

:;,::;_o. I.etter of o. s. Dewey, Collector, to Hon. Howell Cobb, Sec. 
Treasury_, .):1857, :t:A, RG 59 • 

. ~oid.,. 

are recorC:.ed in the size of the hosnital staff. 
~~ Hodern day red tape upon entering a hospital is arparently 

nothinf .new for Dewey c01nplained that Regulations :Io. 68, the basic reg-

ulations for the apa±nistration of Earirn Hospitals, had materially in­
He 

creased his labors.~/suggested that blank foms be furnished 11 as a sick 
/\ 

seaman must be examined and wait until the Collector can write out a 

pern:it, requ1ring a whole page of letter paper before he can enter the 
'"2·~ 
; i 

Hos:rital. 11 

t"--I· Ibid. 

--
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for yearly 
Provisio!fs 1:.tJ. 'the Harine Hospital v~ere supplied under I contract between 

'' local 1' the District Collector and merchants] .f:z:rxm±r'~xe~ They Ylere ., ,, ' ' .. 
I . ,"t ; I { ~ • ~ .... • • ~ ! t; . 

entere:l into follouing advertising in three local ne;:spapers for a period 

of 90 days/ by the District Collector. Bids were then opened am the nar.i.e 

of the lowest bidder was selected arni forviarded to the Secretary of the 

Treasury for approval. Although fevr bids :·~ere found in the official,i re-
a ..... ,., .>":' .--

COl:'dS of the Secretary of the Treasury~,,,.,.-the bid for fiscal year 1856 is 

herei'Iith given as it is :.1ost probably t;,-pical of those rec~ived and will 

give concrete evidence of the trend of the econoD.y in Port-s:~outh for 

that year. 
of 

On June 9, 1855 Oliber S'. De\·,~ C~llectoIJ: the Ocracoke District 

and Agent for the Harine -Hos-~p~i~--a=-·portsmouth forv;arded ·U1e following 

agreern.ent between him and Augustus D dley of Ports..r.iouth, N .c., to ,furnish -
. 

. ~""~:- "!ll--;1 ~ 

provisions to tLe hospital as enum"" ated sn.d at the price~ cited?'±~~ • .;;~~~=--,-·---­
ley had been the contractor for th previous fiscal year as well. 

The 

Ibid., Letters to and f om. Collectors of Small Ports, !JA, RG 90. 

agr~erit read: 
1 I 

This agreement made the first day of June 1855 by and between 
Augustus ~ey2f the County of Carteret, State of I~orth Car­
olina,and(Oliver s. Dudl~z.,)Collector of the Custons for the 
District of' Ocraccike, H .co, and Agent of the L'.:arine Hospital ·· --. 
in irn:ixx: said District, on behalf of the United States. ~'lit­
nesseth that the s~~ Augustus Dudley doth hereby bind him.self 
to suppJy said Uarine Hospital for the term of one year, from 
the first day of June 1855 •:lith the articles naned in the an-
nexed list, at the prices set opposite each, and also to fur-
nish any and all articles that may be required, not enumerated 
in s!ad list, at the lowest market prices. All of said art-
icles ·to be of the best quality, and to be furriishcd at such times 
and ~ in such quantities at the Hospital, as on/ the requistion 
fJf'."kfnl. ~ of the Collector 2.'.lY be required; to be paid for. 
at~the expiration of each quarter as they shall have been fur­
ni::,'i1~d. It. is further understooi that any of the articles so 
furnished, which may be considered infe!'ior by the Collector, 

_ 1 I 
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shall be exchDneed by the said Augustus Dudley for others of 
suitable quality, so that othor~:r.i.se said articles shall be pur­
chased by the Collector at the expense of said furnishing partyo 

In testimony i';hcreof the parties to this agreer:i.ent have hsreto 
set their hands and seals ti1is 1st June 1855. 

Signed, sealed & delivered 
in presence of 
'IHOS. C • JOl:FS 

AUGUSTUS DUDL~Y (SS/.L) 
O. S. DE'.,'EY, CCI.LECTCR (SZAL) 
Agt Harine Hospital 

I hero1)y ~u.:.1"ci.r/v:Jc~ .. _~. ~ i'~.J. -=-~--· -'~~i.i·:~:_::-'~~J4 ,.., ·:,_~·"'.:.: 1.~r _·!..:· ·--=~ of the 
above Contract on the part of Augustus Dudley 

SAl!UEL DUDIEY /IB/ 

The list of articles to be furnished the 1.iarine Hospital accord.:'..ri.g to the 

above Contract vi.th the prices set opposite ~ach articlej was as follows: 

ltess beef per bbl $20.00 Soap per pound .80 
Mess pork do 210.00 Candles It 020 
Flour II 14.00 Lard II .15 
Hmns pet' pound· .15 Dried apples II II .12 
Fresh beef 11 ll .16t-:f Cheese If 11 .15 
Dried do II II .16 lleal per bushel ·i.15 
Br01-m sugar 11 " .09 Irish potatoes~:: V..iX:Mf62o25 
Crushed·n t! n .12k Molasses, per gal. .35 
Coffee II II .15 Vinegar n n .25 
Rice It n .07 Sperm oil II " 1.75. 
Butter It " .35 Chickens, not le-ss 
Tea (black)" II 1.00 than half gro1:n, ea. 040 
Tea (green) 11 If lo CO 1fi.lk, per gal. .40 ,-
Crackers (butter) " " .10 Eggs II doz. • f~ 

From the qbove one can surmise that the diet of the people of Portsmouth 

was as well-balanced. for the day as it could have been elsewhere. Augustus 
. His surety/ was Dr. Samuel Dudley both of vlh9m v~ere Portsnouthers their-\ 
Dudley was a grocer or merchant at Portsmouth./.., J}1._a_!:._~u12plies i':ere no:t : 

xnames being listed in the census of 1850. Perhaps they v:ere related.1 :: 

available from the mainland were shipped_ in by coastvr.i.se vessels from New 

York and Boston ship chandlers. Sugar and coffee came from the \'!est In-' ...• 
'/)I'•-.~!'' '""' •. t . ..,., =: ·,~ ~ ~, fresh 

~>•I' ~ . 
dies. \'lhat the above foods lacked in freshness A was supplied bytgarden 

I I• 

vegetables such as lettuce, tomatoes, radishesf~arrots vlhich gro~ in 

practicaJJ.y any type of soil. lfost probably there was also a,garden 

someplace on the hospital grounds, surrounded by the typical white picket 
\)-:-_..,.· 1 •• ! ....... 

f'enceo Any seaman recuperating at the hospital was-~ua:lJ.y more than 

willing to tend to the garden a short t:ir.te each dqy. Often, it would ref.l.ind 
\him of hor.1e. 

r 
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cl::"' fi~j' ~ -;;" -~' 1 
, .l ch .. ~3na t~ra · ·-;z 

-.mt \) ~~ Vt'~\J ~- (1-~)fJ. ? . . 

)\v~ './~ \. "'.\'{- ~u· Tl-£ CIVIL HA.ti AND ITS hFT.EF,EATH 

\)' 01':,! ~fi w- . 
h~ O,O". cfn' 1 

the eve of the Civil War the popula.tion of Portmi.outh reached 
o-r \ 

its hei[ht as revealed by the census cf 1860 which eives a corr.prehensive 

breakdown of the economic activity of the ~eople. Fror. it a it is pos-

sible to -give a cor-:r·rehensive and defi::itive cross section of the age 

of the pcpulation, the leading families, the various age groups, the 

occupatiors and other statistical data that is corrrrehensible in a modern 

senseo It is believed that the cross sectio!1 of Portsrr:outh as present-

ed in this 1860 census and a:ialyzed here·,rith should be used as a IT.edian 

for interpretive ar.d administrative data for the future role of the to;m 

when it is absorbed into the Cape Lookout ifational Seashore. Sufficient 

inf orma ti on is included from •.-Jhich to prepare conte!tporary ex.11.ibi ts, 

charts, tables and displays that should prove one of the more inter-

esting tourist d.ttractions. Based o::-i th:i_:'l analysis and the informa-

·--

tion it produces, this basic data study could be used for further in-

• I 

(:!]_. ! 

vesti~ation when nore time and funds are available for ~ a future study. 

Accordi:1g to the eighth census of the free and slave inhabitants 

of Ports~outh. eni.::merated on July 5 and_6. 1860, and certified to 
by D. H. L. Bell, Portsmouth Postoffice, the follo•~ng facts are deduc-

ible therefrom: The free Tlhite population of Portsmouth consisted of 

263 males, and 305 fa-:iales or a total of 568 persons occupying 109 sep-

arate or individual homes or di'rellings. The Negro slave population 

was ll7 and although the majority w~re usually considered to be household 

servants, it is obvious that some must have been employed in economic 

activity. Some may even have had their 01m d•:rellings counted in the 

above~ fieures, the total white and black population for Ports-
, 

mouth being 685 persons. 

Considcrine the original l:Units of the to1·~11 of Portswouth "::hen it 

l 
I 
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vm.s first laid out in 1753 of fifty acres divided into 100 lots of half 

and acre each it is ?bvious th.'.'tt the toi.·m spread far beyond its oricinal 

limits.~ the population must hnve bce.n S?read over a goodly portion 
r..ust he.ve been 

of Portsmouth Island/ .;.nd the segport itsclf ~the scene of much social 

and econor:tlc activity to support a population of this size. Yet many 

North ca/~nians to T1hom I spoke on the mainland in Raleigh, Beaufort 

and I:Orehead City e:A-pressed the±r skepticism that Portsmouth could 

have had such a large population at a.ny time. Even an auth!D'Dity such 
~_,;;.--..;. ...... -·.i 

";;U;.K'·-r :: 

as the Admir1istrative Head of the J.T.e.1. t:! ~..:_~ Department of Archives 

and History, E. 11. Coker, ·refused to believe that Portsmouth could ever 

have been of such a size.9 even vmen this vrriter presented hir1 \·rith the 

facts shoi:·m in the 1860 census. But then again hardly any of the people 

interviewed o:i the mainland had ever heard of Portsmouth. 

The social and economc acth"ity of the populatic1~ :!..;::; l'Gi'loc~:,,:x_~ 

in the type of w0rk indicated according to the follo·;ring tabulation: 

Fishermen,f'-81, mariners~-54, domestics{46, pjj_ots~7, seamstresses~?, 
farmers-3, merchants-3, mechanics-2, and one clerk. 

Administrative and federal employees were the folloTd.ng: Reverend 

w. H. \':heeler, age 22, pastor of the 1:ethodist Episcopal Church, i':ho re-

sided at the home of Dr. Dudley; Dr. Samuel Dudley, now age 70, tDi'm 

physician; Dr. Spyer Singleton, age 40, resident physician of the ~o s. 

Marine Hospital; o. s. De.-rey, age 52, Collector of Customs for the port 

of Ocracoke; Sylvester Styron, age 26, deputy collector of custo~s at 

Portsmouth; Thomas c. Jones, age 39, light boat keeper, and John HaJJ.ace, 

age 28, also a li0ht boat keeper; a.1.d tv:o teE!chers at the local school, 

Love Ireland, a6e 27, a.11d 1.~garet L:ayo, age 30. 

• 
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Lupton-6, 
The no st mu:1crous fc.m.ilies •;:ere the Styrons-10,/Robcrts-6, Rob:inson-

6, Dixon-5, Gaskill-5, GoodT.r:i.n-5, Tolson-4, ~·;"illis-4, Daniels-3, Ireland 

-3, Vlallace-3, Jones-2, I<ason-2, ::c:ziJ.11ayo-2, nnd Salter-2. These fmn-

ilies v:ere descended from so'."'.1.e of the ori3inal settlers on Portsr.iouth 

and accounted for the majority o:f the population. The m&jer±t;a·-of-.the 
~· 

i.-,r'j ·: 

balance ~·,ere,, single familj'.:es. 

In analyzing the reasons for the da;dse of Portsmouth, ~~ 
(consideration 

~was given to the possibility that it was 

town and that the population rapidly died out 

an aging or over-age 
effects of the 

fron the k"Jri.r:lltive life · 

of the area. Such is not .the case for the census ·when analyzed on the 

basis t{r age groups reveals the f'r3"'t'~z\f.mrivr;m vitality of the Ports-

• 
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Durinr; the year lOh chil::lren attended school at Portsmouth of i·;hom 

49 were boys and 55 i':-ere girls. They ran~ed in a.e;e from 6 to 21 years 0 

~ Fieures compiled on illiteracy reveal the folloi:Jing: Illiterate 

in the over 20 age group: 30 r..ale, 55 female; husband and 1dfe, both il­
'/., 

literate, 16; husbnnd only,illiterate, 6; Yrife illiterate, 29/. Illiter-

acy in the i'Iork groups reveals the following: fisherr::en, 22; r.iariners, 6; 

domestics (female), 15; and house:·d.ves, 41. One mechanic and one pilot 

were il'.µterate. There 1:ras one deaf and dumb male, aged 26. No idiots 

or paupers rrere reported. Three marriages were performed during the year. 

The total value of e.11 real estate wc;.s computed at ~~33 ,320. for the 

entire population of Portsncuth. Of 40 fishermen ·::ho ovmed retl estate 

V'.'lued at fror.:t ~~50 to «,soo, they m·med a total of /":8,495, or an average 

of $212.25 eacho ~·:. Gaskill, age 4l, o·:med t.£00 in real estate. The Gas-

kills ;rere one of the earliest settlers at Port.s.mouth. Christopher Lupton, 
age 60, ~·;as the most affluent fisherman 1·:'nose personal estate v1as valued at ~'.2_, 

O. s. Dewey, age 52, ~he collector of custon~./·:as the cost- af-

fluent .member of Ports.r:louth society. His real .estate ho;.dings 1·:ere val-

ued at $10,000; his perso:r:ie..l estate at $30,0CO. Rebecca Gaskill, age 82, 

h~~.- a persona'.!. estate val~~ at 016,0001 but had no real estate holdingso 

Dr. Dudley's real estate vras valuf at f?2,500, and that of both Earl 

Ireland, age 60, ar1d Valentine Robinson, age 54, ~ mariners, at $1,COO 

each. The latter two also had personal estates valued at $5,000 each. 

A pilot, Francis c. Dixon, age 55, also had a personal estate of $5,000. 

others ·with personal estates in the upper brackets, $11 000 or more, 1·rere: 

Dr. Dudley, $3,000; Susan ;·~allace, age 60, $3,000; Dr. Singleton, age 40, 

$2,500/. Portsmouthers in the $2,000 bracket were: Thomas c. Jones (39) 

and JohnG. Yiallace (28), both keepers of light boats; ~'l. C.Dixon (44), 

pilot, and John Hill (43)' a mariner. Both '\'linifred Dixon (50) and 

l 
Ellender Dixon (59) had rersonal estates valued at $1,000 eacho• 

Eig-hth lo Census ol' the United States, 18601 NA, RG 290 

'------~-i - -
• r· 
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PORTSUOUTH AND THE CDTIL \':Ai 
I ' -

Ll • :. -·· ,.. I . .J•: ,"1'_-·~-
-\....,.Jr r~d<--f~_..,t..l...A:'"'f.:. ,,...r;cc~ 

Althoueh the~":~ shot/\ of the Civil Uo.r rras fired at Fort Sumter on 

April I~, 1861, Horth Carolina did not formally secede from the Union un-

til Hay 20, a r:i.onth after Lincoln had issued his call for troops to suppress 

the rebellion. The formation of the Confederate States of America in Feb-

ruary 1861 hnd kept i'Torth Carolina ·walking the tight-rope of neutrality 

as she prepared for eventual conflict/ under Governor_. .. Ellis, a se-

cessionisto P.,2'. He acquired military supplies, equipment and stores so 

that in the early stages of the conflict North Carolina troops Trere said to 
_....f., .. ...,. ...... -· 

be the ''best armed, and best clothed men that passed through Richmond.n 

-;.)_~ . Stick, P• 117. 
" 

At the outbreak of the conflict Confederate troops moved quickly to 

occupy the Outer Banks, including the key point~·to !forth Ca.rolin~-:..foreign 

trade and corJrn.erce, Ocracoke Inlet an1 the.forts on Beacon Island and at 

Cape Hatteras. One of the most significant cspects of Lincoln's strategy 

was to blockade the South and appropriate steps were taken by the Union -- . 
General(b.J1~s.< [.Burn.tide, vihen he attacked Fort Hatteras on August 27, 1861, 

It fell a few days later.ti Portsmouth v1as quickly to become a casualty of 
bl'\ A .'I 

0 0 <! 

the war from '·:hich it was never to recover. 
and Fort Ocrqcoke 

Fort Morgan, also knmm as Fort Beaco~/4"'on Beacon 
" 

Island had been con-

· structed to replace the earlier Fort Granville. It \•las pentagonal shaped 

and constructed of thick mud sods. There ·1ras an earth bomb-proof protecting 

a large cistern and a stockpile of nrunitions. Nine guns v:ere at the fort 

but had not been mounted. Four rusting guns lay on the beach at Portsmouth 

,· / 
\..' 

never having been installed in Fort Uorgan. Vlith the fall of Fort Hatteras, 

.. r 
j 
I_ 
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Confederate troops abandoned Fort Morgan and evacuated Portsnouth causing 

consternation ar..ong the irl.habitants 1·,tio nov1 realized they nere defenseless. 

Portsmouth was &bandoncd as the population fled before Union troops. Trad-

ition states, h'.)rrever, tl:'.'.t u:1i:? Fo:~tsT)t01::-:r :c~r;t::.:.1t:cl for she was too fat 

to got through the door to her home in her at teI;1pt to escape. In her excite-

..l • ment she forget to go through the large rear door of her kitchen vitiich had 
1~ 
~ ':"' ... !· been especially constructed for her. ~;'hen the population retu:rned after 
·~. C'~j 

~:.~j 

~ ~' 
~~ 

the r:ar she still lived on Portsmouth and reported that she had been treated 
'l·.::-. .r· .... 

very kindly by the Federals. Union forces, hovrever, had found Portsmouth 

'· ~ {.lo Holl2nd, pp. 46-7; Stick, pp. 117 _ff.; and Burke, p. 47. 

\~'-~~~ ·. 

.\~a virtual ghost tovm. and after destroying military stores at both Portsmouth 

~{~\~ ~ and Ocracoke departed/ the area. The history e>f Ports.r.?.outh during the period 
f• 

\ ! \. 
of the Civil War is shrouded in darkne~si fpvr, if any, records of the flight 

e,. 12. l 
of the Portsmouthers ha~...n,.;. been found. I 

t ! 1. Ibid. See also John G. Barrett, The Civil \".'ar i!"'. North Carolina 
(Chapel Hill, c. 1963), PPo 33-4, 38, 49, cited by Holland. 

But the Civil Har accented a t:rend· '·;hich had been going on at Ocracoke 

Inlet since the l.840s ,·1hen Hatteras Inlet opened~ Being more convenient to 

coastal shipping and poi:t facilities, almost aJJ. shipping through the· Outer: 

Banks had switched from Ocracoke Inlet to Hatteras Inlet by the end of the. 

Civil Uar.?';e effects of this trend on the econooy of Portsmouth -vd.ll be-

come more evident when the census for 1870 is analyzed below. 

Although attempts were made to breathe nei-1r economic life into the 

community- such as the establishr..ient of a. menhadden process»ne plant in 1866, 

that industry soon failed. A further blovr was eiven to the Portsr.10uth 
r 

-______ L 
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economy v.rhen the Treasury Department abolished the Ocradoke Collection Dis-
it s 

trict in J.S67 thus certifying to~~ lessenine importance as the Ports~outh 

office was closed/ and the ~amlicq District i'ras created 1·.d..thillzze.Uev; Bern 

becoming the port of entryoJ-! 

.. • 
~1. Lewis Heyl (comp.), Stntutes of th<? trnited StP.tes Re12.t-in to 

Revenue, Cor::m'='rce, Xavir:2tion a:i.d the Currency Boston, 1868 , p. 510. 

The census of 1870 gives the first concrete evidence on which to 
the 

base the ~ conclusion that ~~~ decline of Portsrrouth 
;.. , ... 

definitely began with the Civil ~ .. Jar. Most probably sorr,e of the res-

idents felt that they had had enough of the primitive life of the tor,m 

and settled on the mai:nland •. Howeve:r, the census reveals that the pop-

ulation had declined to 323 persons occupying 60 dwellings as compared 
the pre-Civil Har _ 

to t. population of .568_par~~E:~_~c?_~~?'~f€ 109 dwelline;s. =-~~=- figure c-tl. . , 
r\ ~Negro - ·-·- "--- -----------~ --<,yv"'~1 

did not includ3 the~:-~:. whom r:o~e .are list~~ -~~-_2'~tUI'?J-~ Aa.cf~~. 

to Portsr.:outh after the conflict. Dr •. Dudley,---~;;-80, returned to / · 

continue his medical practice. There were four lighthouse keepers 

and their assistants, this figure undoubtedly incl~ding keepers of the 
A~-~; · 
~ boats. Occupatior~ still reflected the majority as beir~ connected 

there were 
with the sea~nine pilots, 37 ~.ariners or seamen, and 36 fishermen. 

This represents a decline of 60 from the pre-war figure of 142 being 

associated idth the sea. Two school teachers, t~o r,rocers, two st~re 

clerks and one gardener and one brick r.ason, the latter being noted 
I 

I 
f 

for the first ti~e, completes the trend of the working force of Ports- 1 

mouth/ ~ 
By 1880 the population had fallen· to 222 white persons' slaves 

.:~' .. · .. 
nol.1.be:5 ng indicated QRY ~[0P) occupying 1.4 dwellings. Ja""e"" ~.r L'l'""l~r r - ~ "' ~ lo • uol " , 

Ninth Census ££. .!:.b.£ United States, 1870, ~lb., RG 29. 

I 
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• 1 age 30 and illiterate was the new minister. Nine sailors or sea111en were v \/ ... 
~6-~~ f . listed with 31 fisher~en. Piloting ships throu[h Ocracoke Inlet appears 

.~ '/ ~o have corr.e t~ a definite end as ·n'! occur-ation for,,~o~~ -~~: listed in 

"'·•, :-;\-~-~ ~ thi" ~ cen~us.J i~o~t pr,...bablv all the Portsr:o11th pilots 
, ·"· } 

1 
f. ::: ::: i·. "" ,_.. . " ~xr~Z>e~!<i1-'.}.:ttt&.?.~.h~~ 

--~ . 
,, rJJ ·' \;•:ilm~ had moved to the vicinity of Hatteras and 6regon Inlets/ for all 

~: . J ~ , } ships enteri:-lg North Carolina harbors -p.....:. sailed the shorter route. Un-

~~ f:~ f ·l., '-"l' fortunately ue cannot follow the trend of the Portsmouth po;mlation for 

\f~i the census records of 1890 ha-de been destroyed by fire and those from 

1900 en are inaccessible. 

However, it is reported that the trend of the population for the 
t:''.) 

next 30 years [1880-1910] was fairly static; -! One indication that the 

Tenth Census of the Un~ted States, 1880. 

Burke, Po 59 

~L\, RG 29. 

life on Portsmouth was continuing was the discovery of records of the 
. 

Census of Scheel Children at Portsmouth which was known as School Dis-
J .,tf;_,:,u..... County 

trict ?Jo. 1. ~ ~fou.>"!dAarr:ong miscellaneous~records of the office 

of the Register of Deeds at Beaufort/during a recent trip to the area. 

A1thoueh incoreplete they do fill part of the gap in our knowledge of the 

population. 

The· school children were ~ from 6 to 21 years ~ of age and . 

111 /t:"! 
their attendance ci:2I '·Ta.S as follows :r · 

Year:· No. of Boys: No. of Girls: Total: 
-~ \ }/' 1894 42 33 15 

19ou 30 25 55 
1907 37 26 63 tt . ' 1912 30 17 47 
1913 28 20 48 
1915 .32 21 53 
1916 32 23 55 
1917 20 16 36 

, ~~ ~Census of School Childr0n, Portsmouth, Reco!'d.S of ---C Arteret C-:)\:.nty, I:eau.f ort, 'i {. ... """. • 
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The Portsir,01th Life-Saving Station wa~ established on Portsrr.outh 

Islan::l in 1895 on the -t.n:m~ northeast cor:1er of the erounds of the 

forrr:er l<arine Hospital which burned to the ground the previous year 0 . 

It was one of the three established on Core Banks the others bei~g the 

~~··)_ 
one at Cape Lookout which had been authorized in 1878 and the ~6'!" 

.. ~ 

opposite Hunting ~uarters in 1897 •11 The Portsir.o'.lth station was active 

.. ii ,- ~ . . . 
J. U.. • Life-Savine; Service, Annual Ree)ort for 1878 (:fashington, 

1878), p. 35; I_()td. for 1888, pp. 12, 374; Ibid.for lb95, -p. 343; Ibid 

for 1897, p. Q~ 

' 
\ 
\ 

. ~:.:- )' 
~ 1

F
4 Cc' C: C .~ 

~j~. !t. ~E~c;l~~~t .... histories of the founding of the u. S. Ljfesaving 

';)~{' t Service and its transit~~n -~o }he 1!_: S; ?o:_:t,.. Gu;rd 
8
a:e -1- ~iven1~~1 E1d·9.~~ ,€. tc. Bearss, Rescue 002ra..,10 .. u .Lrc-m .,ne vhlC·~·'"!lvOJT,~CO uavion, ._,._t- ;)l.l 

~ (Wash:i_nzton, 1965), angfR.oss Holla'l~ Car.e h~ttera.s Lirht Station, 
J- tj ~ @!.J. A Histo_r_y_o_f_t_h_e_/\---~----

~ Y ~ North Carolina (Washington, 1968), ~ to wnich the reader is referred. 

1~, f i_ to 1915 when the U. S, Coast Guard >:as formed from a merger of the forn:er 
. ,, ' 
~\ ~~Revenue Cutter and Life-Saving services, and in 1939 the Bureau of Light-

.. ~ oti~ ~. houses was placed under the Coast Guard. Some of the Coast Guard stations 

\· ~ ~····~,were de-activated prior to World Har II--the one at Portsmouth being 

deactivated in 19J8y-due to the improverr.ent of ships ccrr:rnunications and _ 

navirrational instruments which made the stations:unnecessary. The duties 

of the Portsmouth station were taken over by the Coast GUJ.ard station at 
tll---

Ocracoke and today are still bei~g ·performed. A few historical notes 

/~ . .-·./u. 0 • Co;:i.st Guard, Re;istPr of the Co~misionP.d and ':!arr8.n:, Of-
"' -

f . d C d "'" d S'. . , ... t' ., ._, .. .. (' .. r l 
icerS an Cl .. e:....S, an 1..~1:.~·s d.!1~~·vq J..Or~~ O!. 1.,r~e U. 0. v02,Su \;il~~-' 

July 1 1 1935 ('.Ias!1in~:ton, 19JITT, p. 10:;. :1-<>.tior:al Archi•;es ::u~d E:ecord 

Service, ·J,l~de to t:.he Records i:i the d-'l+.ional Archives (i::ashi'1fton, 

1948), pp. c)?, 91. 

indicate xnx the stirring events of the Ports~outh station. 

r 
i 
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'lhe hurricane of 1899 was one of the fi"Drcest to rage r.n~ over the 
·/, lo" 

banks and Portsnouth Vill2.ge. The ,r'j~_;r,.!11 of the Por6smrJuth Life~~L~'-
,.., a s I ......, 

Station records the events of August 16 and 17, 1899, and are here given with 
~ ~· [i ·,- \.. C\ • 

all their dralrl2.tic::c.:imp!:.:tc-ations. 

The surf was running hiGh from r:d.dnight to sunset. The winds vrere blow-
\ . 

,ft °",'" :.~/. ~.~ Ci "'; / ·)'(.~ (' ~ ! 

ing from ~~ }:ast Y.ortheast1 " Tovra,rd.i' evening they had gale force 
1
and there ~ 

'-J . , , / r / i1 

was a heavy rain. The crev1 of six surfmen were aboard with t!lG>c-Kepper, F. Go 

Ferrillo The "General Remarksn for the day ':;ere about as follows "V:ith 

certain entries being e~~lebe:ty illegible: l;·· 

Patrol was out on duty. Sunrise lookout 1·ras taken. House dub­
:ties had been perform.oo. Day patrol was out on duty o G. ·,i. Gilgo 
[Su:rfr-:i::m n'.)" j/ o::l r-'1.?.:r ··.:ct:::~-~ f::.· ·. i .s·.::·.::·:i. -:.~ tr:: lO a.m. \'lashing-ton 
Roberts Furf.r::an no. jJ 10 a.m.. to 2 p.m., Geo. H. Gilgo 2 pom. 
to sunset. Sun.set lookout taken, patrol out on duty. Blo';;i:n,;; a 
gale, ~~ .lf'ortsnouthl Island under Tiater, part cf fence washed. 
dovm, boat house at hill settling & 4:30 pom. north keypost 
floatE:d near station, picked it upo Un+ocksd safe and took out 
keys Li.)repnrator~r to agandoning statio,ri7. 5 p.mo south key"''~;:..._ 
gone. Surf1:i.en no. 1 arid 2 ffieni.'lis t~ason ~d ·i1ashi:'igton Roberti/ 
could not make their patrol, also no. 3 LGeorge )1. GilW an::l 4 
ra:~~.ed jf,eonard r.:. 1Telso£l o • 

---r~. !iif esavin:! Service logbooks, 1871"-lW.2, 1~ orfollt District, Ports­
mouth, Sept. 1894-l':ov. 1918. ::A, RG 26, U .s. Coast Guard, Station ?/~~ L-CG 

J' •p 
USLSS, Nov. 13, 1898-l:Ov. 13, 1999 • 

---,. 
All night the gale cont:fn'tl.nued, winds blowing from the N .E,, changing 

to N .N .E. with a heavy gale and thick rain. The surf was high at midnight. ~ 

By sunrise it was 11very high. 11 The barometer vras 29.62 at midn.\t'e\-and fell 

to 29. 05 during the day. 

perature from 74 degrees 

There was only a three degree change in the tem­

at midnit'c\-to 71 degrees at sunset. Among the 
'v 

"Geanral Remarkstt for the 17th are the following: 

Leonard 1.1. 1~clson on day watch sunrise to 10:40 a.m., ':Tilliam 
T. iiillis, 10 to 2:1,0 :rT<-ma, Leonard ~I. l!elson, 2:40 p.m~ to SU..'1='et. 
Pat1'0l out on duty. No. 5 Daniel s. Hillis sub.{stitut£ and lio. 
one could r10t lik'l.kc their pat-r-ols, blowing a gale of vd.nd, beach, 
all under v:ater. Sunrise lopkout taken, tide very hiijl,, still 

• 

'' I 
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--- --- \ 

rising. 11:40 flai:;pole fell, fence v:ashin~ dov;n. r;eather 
gettinz worse, took one of the surfr.:.en1 skiffs-bent (r1:lc2-
;i:l<l, e7 to her an.rl. ·:;ent & got tY:o f ;:i,rnilies frorr:. there (sic) 
Houses seven all told, bro~rht· then to the station, SU:."1sot~ 
lookout tal:en i!1possible for surfn.cn to !:1.D.ke patrols, tide still 
risin~ing, 8 R.t (scuttled) station 8: 15 tide in station still 
rising 9:35 E: r:ater 9 inch high on floors 9:45 tide falling 
(illegible) and surfmen' s stables gone ·with horses in ther:io 

F. G. TEP.RSLL /LS I 
Keeper l .~ 

i 

Thus v;e have 'hlro mute 'test:inony of nature vs the Portsmouthers. 

How .r.iany of the residents lost their lives in these periods that nature -..ms 

running amuck will never be knov.n. Fevr, ·if any, records have been preserved 

by them. Generations h2.ve cone and gone. Thanks to the preservation of 

official records such as the foregoing d'Q. we have some knowledge of the 

primitive life tney led. But the i-ecord si.ovrs among other things, the 

• 
valiant work of the men of the Portsmouth life-saving station and after 

E ~ ~ 

19JS of the men of the Coast Guard. Here is a partial list of the ships 
during 

that were lost at PortsmouthA~ almost a quarter of a century. 

; I . ' 
'. i . I • . 

' ---
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' VESSELS TOTAILY LO::)T J\T PORTS:.'.OU'I'Hl. ----------
m;;;;z ~r <1"rle: Type: Date: Lives Lost: 

fil.tQ Jlo Barter Schooner Feb. 27, 1895 0 

Sallie Bissel Schooner Harch 4, 1895 0 

s. Hci.rren Hall Schooner April 5, 1898 0 - -
ChArt1er Schooner March 4, 1899 0 

~ V!e.lton Hulk Aug. 17, 1899 0 

Lydia f::.. 1,';illis Schooner Aug. 17, 1899 2 

Henrietta Hill Schooner Aug. 21~, 1899 0 

Three Friends Schooner Feb. 9, 1900 0 

Leadiw; Breeze Schooner Nov. 23, 1901 0 

~~m Brig May 8, 1903 1 

i!.2.bu J.. ~ Schooner Jari. 14, 1907 0 

fl.rro;ro Steamer Feb. 20, 1910 0 

~ Schooner July 29, 1918 0 

- .·.~:' ... f ~lfi;;:i:~ .;C,,,-p 5 
, .. ,$-J.~,.. Ibid. The ~I~41f:",nroughout this period give the drama­tic story of these rescue operations. 

• 

-
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VERA CRUZ VII 

Of all the dramatic events vihich have occu..-rred ·:;ithin the memory of 
~T~ st.irring ~ 

Portsmouthers v:ho are still alive, it is ths/rescue of the 421 shiprr:rccked 
.:\ 

persons from .the 605-ton brig .Y£r.Q ~ fil on 1.'.:ay 8 and 9, 1903. I:rs. 

~of Arlington, Va., now 74, reaffirmed the events depicted 

in the Log of Portsmouth Life-Saving Station by Keeper F. G. Terrell. 
prepared 

ortsnouthers try to clothe them, but they also ~ 

~ntaover 1,248 meals practically all the flour on the 

island. lirso ~ Roberts ecalled that as a girl of nine, she had . ) 

~ ~(~,,.__, ' _;------- "" 

'.i. Phone J.ntervie~·:_ ~:,ith ·"~rs. Wm. A. ff.:t_n·~·tr:Yt ·'0yron~~ born on Portsnouth, no~: 

Arlington, Va., L':.n~•i Oct. ll, 1970. · ~..-c:_~~ David Stick, GraveYard 

of the Atlc:ntic (C~12pel Hill, 1952•), pp. 180-81. 

The~~ ill 1·;as a 29-year old vessel which hailed from the Cape· 

Verde Islandso ~ihile trying to enter Ocracoke Inlet, it stranded on Dry 

Shoal Point &'.:>out 2 p.m. on 1.Iay S. VihJ: the brig co::rdm :::-an ashore at this 

point is a w.ystery to this day for she had sailed fro~ the Cape Verde 

Islands and was en route to Nev; Bedford, Hass·., and Ocracoke Inlet 1:ras 

considerably off course. Her Captain1
Julius H. Fernandez)claimed that he i:ras 

runnine short of fresh \'rater and that he headed for Ocracoke to replenish 

the supply. It has been generally believed in Ocracoke ever "Since that in,; 

reality he vras attempting to smuggle 7ome 399 Cape Verde Islanders into the 

United States throu:;h the sounds of eastern Horth Carolina. Local legend 

adds details to the story by saying that Captain Fernandez escaped the 

authorities at the time of the shipvrreck and that he later had S..'!luggled ~is ·:ra:. 

,,,./.f.!-__~;' 
/\aboard a r; en Bedford v:haler in a sperm· oil barrel • 

. -~·( 

tben the 11collo_r..s" Y:ere seen by the ·watch at the Portsmouth Life-

Saving Station, Keeper Ferrell and his· surf.men approached the \'rreck, thrm·r:kg 
I 

I 

c 
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a line abor..rd her. rrot zettinG much satisfaction fron the cnptain and the 

first nate, Ferrell rescued the passen,sers, hauling them over to the sta-

tion even thou:h his quc:.rte~ \':ere lirTI.ted. '/The ·:rord seon spread and ~ 
Ferrell cor:1r:icndeercd every av:iilo.ble bo<:.t on the island. 
Portsnouthers irrmediately provided care, aid and sustenance for the 
!! passcnsers 

. . f u..~~fstrandcd ~~ ~.ix==tx-:~~~::x~:"":~·~eantine a fight broke out aboard the ~ 
tt:t1hj ~ VII ·1.+iich FerrelJ/helped to quell. I+. •·,0 ; nc cc,o;• '.c.o!'. to transport 

the 42l passen.:;ers, includir,,g 23 i"ror.;.en and three children from the i'irecked 

vessel to safety on Portsmouth Island. A strong northeaster '\':as still 

blovrlng and the tide was still high enough to keep the beach floode:i dur-

ing the rescue operations. 

When Ferrell returned to the stranded ship and asked the first rnate 

'\'T.0 was. going to pay for the expenses-.involved ~::ith the rescue operations, 

he was told that no one would. Ferrell thereupon placed members of his 
'I . I , . • 

,....v-c ... ..._,.,. t'· ~'· H_(.ti.J 

crm·r aboard her and spent ~\4:n°al~a~ unloading the cargo of 214 bc:.rrels 

i'.:" 
of sperm oil valued at t~6,000. ·The hulk of the ~~ YJ.!, lay on the 
beach-
¢m::al, for years, giving its name to the ::;10al, until it e:ventually cti;?sap-

navigation .. i.-

peare::l beneath the waters of the Atlantic. For years~maps carried the 

name of the Vera Cruz shoal on them, and Portsmouthers recount the story 
, I) I ) I ', ~ ;1,, t( •• t. ; 

of the rescue as another ~episode in the life of their tov;n. 

1? · 1· ]Jee. 5" 
- ~:-·· Log, Portsmouth Life-Saving Station, Nov. 12, 1902-Nov. -±~, 190.3. 

NA, RG 41. 
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The _hi_story of Portsrr.outh during the first half of the twentieth 

century is indeed meager with the exception ot the ma\erial which has 

already been cited. 

In 1913 the 1-:ethodist Episcopal Church was IDZ"""...;i.~ destroyed by a 

sto~ but by 1915 ~he inhabitants of the ~Gf_...ln had erected the .rrc;;ent 

church building in which cccasional services t-:ikc 'place. ~~}"11'~~ ~~ 

I 
r ,.~~-,.,,.,.. 

~z,. -~.-.:;, l ; • . :.~--~~-

The final coup/\occurred in 1933 when what was tew.ed the 11 most 

severe hurricane in the memory of Portsmouth, 11 accordi ig to Henry Pigott, 

practically wiped out the island and all its hro::x dwellings. £:em.7 

P~gott, who was then a ·.you.'lg 1nan of!: 8, said, 11 Everybody just left.n 

The postoi'fice 

fice continued to be served regularly untii 19.59 when the last postmis-

tress, J5;rothy H. Salter, closed it on April ll~~"'f.':=t"! of that year. 

Postal service was kept up for _the· few remaininr:; riesidents of Ports-
1h -

mouth whose numbers had fallen to but 4TJ:--:.a persons in 1950 by a villager 

named Tom Bragg who would meet the rrail boat frorn Atlantic. Recently 
-l!,,~ 

the schedule has been changed6~~ Cedar Islan~ ~~eG~ to Ocracoke, ~ 

stops no longer being trade at Portsmouth. Henry Pigott, now 72~and the 

last surviving Negro resident of the island, poled over to pick up the 

tr.ail and supplies for a tirr.e but it is now hancllt:!u "u;y a. 

Austin of Ocracoke, who has assumed the role of caretaker of the island. 

Pigott only spends the months of June to September at Portsr.outh now 

passi rr: the rerr.ainder of the year with Captain Austin at Ocracoke. The 

other surv~ing resident, Hiss Eln:a Dixon, now 66 and -who was voting -

Registrar for Portsmouth in the 1950s, spends the sun~ers on the island 
• ~-'It 

and the balance of the year with her niece at Beaufort. l-t".! 

(' N.C. 1 J 
T . 

Persor.-a.l interview, Dane Fletcher; NPS Ranger, Ocracoke, •Aug. 
i 

1 

, 
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In retrospect it may be said that 10a. 
/ -·-

Undoubtedly many of the Portsmouthers left the town after the cha~ 

of events which deprived them of a livelihood and settledon the xt:id"ct:or 
whereabouts of the1 descendants 

mainland~ 1f names- are any clue to the/~~.o~ the f!\.'\;:ai:d:i:imt 
\ in the records nrior to 

.a£.~~.B~ original families whose names a~peared prior· to a~ in 
\ 

the population schedules of Cateret County as reflected in the decennial 

censuses, the information gleaned from the 1970 edition of the ~lina 

Telephone Director.z for Korehead City, Atlantic, Beaufort, Narshallberg, 

Newport, and Ocracoke may be useful. It is entirely possible that an 

investigation and subsequent interviews with some of these families may 

produce primary source material which, if not looked into, may be lost 

forever thus depriving the Service of valuable historical material. 

Among these families now living in the area and whose names appear 

to have been associated with Portsmouth are the following: Eorehead 
N._c.: F.ulcher, 20; 

City;lDudley, ll;/Gaski111 ~four; Gaskins, five; Lupton, four; 
A. 

Roberts, 13; Robinson, 13; Salter, 18; Styron, 25; Wade, 18; Willis, 

103. 

Atlantic, N .c.,: Fulcher, 26; Gaskill, 15; Gilgo, f six; Styron, 18. 

Beaufort, H .c.: Dixon, 10; Dudley, ll; 

Eubanks, nine; Fulcher, 13; Gaskill, 11; Lupton, seven; ¥..ason, 23; 

Pigott, two; Robinson, three; ~later, nine; Styron, nine; Taylor, 30; and 
. v 

Wallace, fo"lll:. 

Yiarshallberg, N.C.: Fulcher, four; Pigott, seven; Salter, eight; 

Styron, eight; and Wade, sixo 

Ocracoke, N.C.: Gaskill, ten; 01 Neal, 13; Styron, four; Tolson, ~ 

.four; and Wahab, three. 

Common names such as Brown, Jones, an~ Smith are too numerous top mention1 

but undoubtedly the potential inforrr..ation on Portsmouth is unlimited 
. -

within the areas mentioned above which· also includes Harker, ·cedar, 
.. 

and other islands of Pamlico So1md. 

-
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CHAPTER SIX 

PORTSMOUTH TODAY 

Portsmouth today lies alone and desolate. The reemory of her active 

and turbulent history is kept alive in the records of Canteret County, 

at Beaufort, N.c., and by the federal government in its records at the 

National Archives. Few, if any, personal records of the Portsmouthers 

are available as they did littl~ correspondence. From the evidence of 

numerous interviei1s, however, and current investigations carried on dur-

ing this study it is evident that existing gaps can be filled. 

A few of the old structures such as the late nineteenth century 

clapboard Post Office, the Coab£ Guard Station, one or two other weather 

beaten buildings dating back to the las~ quarter of the nineteenth cen­

tury and several frame dwellings fron; the early twentieth century as 

shown on the illustrations still stand. The latter are used for weekend 
( si._...-> 

and seasonal ~-iting ~ from the mainland; the Post Office 
' 

stands idle, the nearest one being at Ocracoke; and the Coast Guard Sta---
tion is used as a weekend and seasonal gun club. Divine services are 

conducted occasion.ally in the Methdist Church. 

The remnants of Portsmouth Village are in a fair state of preser-

vation1 some of the buildings being recently painted as is that of 

Elllla Dixon and Henry Pigott. It would lend itself' to historic stabili-

zation for the buildings could be used for a cultural exhibit depicting 

the life of the village and of the Outer Bankers. 

The £iI¥al phase of the history of ~ortsmouth is now being written 

in the Office of the Attorney ~eneral,of North Carolina. As a result of 

congressio~al legisla~ion authorizing the e~tablishment of the Cape 

-
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Lookout National Sea3hore,1 including the authority to appropriate 

$),2001 000 for the acquisition and development of the seashore in ac­

cordance with .the purposes of the· Act,~ the Honorable John c. Icehhour, 

Kssistant Attorney General, has been acquiring the land clearing the 

titles to all properties not only wit~1in the boundart of the original 

50 acre site of Portsmouth Village but also of the entire Portsmouth 

Island. Mr. Icenhour has had a staff of legal assista··,ts searching 

the Carteret Col111ty record/ books consisting of deeds, transfers, 

granters, grantees and others in an effort to establish ~~nership of 

the various parcels Ir.any of which have had a mixed history ovei! the 

3 
years. 

1. Public Law 89-366, Y..arch 10, 1966, copy in i'ppendix • 

2• Ibid;, Sec. 71, P• J. 
3. Personal Interview Hr. Icenhour with Olszewski, Raleigh, N.c., 

Sept. 4, 1970. 

One inte1·esting point that developed during a recent. trip to the 

area is that the entire complexion of the study has changed. Instead 

of the basic data being restricted to the original site of Portsmouth 

Village and to its two remaining residents, a completely new set of 

owners, practically all non-resident, ha~~been u:ncovered. 

• r-
1 
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were 

Beginning~ 

~rthe 1950s, various trc,'.cts 
h. ' 

I
I?' t /\. 

~~m•urn:i.tt stl!"veyed ·sold to the following persons or orean-

izations and re(;istcred in the deed books of il!!B~Xt:~~e:µ 
~ . 

'1·· 
Carteret Count~J;x~o-~as he~e;.rith noted:: 

Deed Book: 

2 

N 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

6 

6 

Par;e 'fo: 

157 

159 

185 

5 

24 

Date Reristered: Owners <Jar..e: 

October 10, 1951 Eugene B. Reaffis & 
Chas. F. Driscoll 

March 26, 1952 

May 20, 1952 

Jjnuary 5,. 1?5J 

July 31, 1953 

Sep~ember 16, 1954 

Stanley Wahab 

c. H. Case 

T. T. Potter 

:Morgan Bisette 

1' T. • Potter 

}~arch 29, 1956 · ·frl. L. Holt & c. Roy 
Eubanks 

August 2, 1962 Long Rock Club, Inc. 

Janua..7 6, 1964 R. s. Wahab , 

i·· Office Register of Deeds, Beaufort, n.c. 

•' 

In addition to all the tracts which have been under ixwestigation 

and eventually will lead to acquisition of the entire island of Ports­

mouth by the State of ~orth Carolina prior to transfer of their juris­
~ 

diction to the United States and :he :fational Park Service, both Elma 
i ' ' . 

Dixon and Henry Pigott have dona.ted their larrls and tbe i:Jrproverr.ents 

thereon to the :::;tate of !:crth Ca:;:-clj:;a, '.1v..t ~."i;.1 c: ... rt:::;;.€ tc ccciJ~7 

tl:.L ~rc.1 .iuc.G · .. :.:1·c~.l tl{.:i· Cc:::. tr.s. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1• I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

( , 
I 

J 

f 
l 
l 

\ 

CHAPTER VII 

couc1usr0:~s AND RECO-:l;ENDATIOHS 

0·t..'-"( c.~t. L··•/'·: e... .. 
.Y.. f,I'O~t d9;il ai'-4.primary source material has been uncovered in the 

L;~-;; ,,,_._t:J ,.. .. ;.:,u~-,e t. '" -
course of this -basic-d&ta./\.study. It has brou;ht to lirht much that ~·ras · 

unknown. It is obvious that further historical research is needed to 

- fill in the cp.ns i.;hich the study has accented. The story of Portsrr.outh 

Villaee is stirrin§! in that it shmrs rr:an' s deter1T'.ination to dorr.im.te a 

primitive enviro~~ent. That he did it for more than a century from 

1753 to the 1860s is proof of ma.n 1 s determim.tion to live the way of 

lif'e he desires. That he gradually was forced to seek his livelihood 

elsewhere is proof of wan 1 s reaction to conterr.porary social and econ-

omic chan~es. Earlier concepts that the story of Portsrr.outh involved 

only the history of the site of the orivinal tc;m have giveri ~way to 

the realization that it is possible to reconstruc.t the history of the 

vitality of the peocle, and of the social and econoffiic cha!1(;es that 

took place at Portsmouth as :rart of a ~r:-tte: history that prirr.arily 

involved man and the sea. 

This undoubtedly is the broad historical theme that should dominate 

the establishment of Cape lookout National Seashore. It is the same the..ine 

that-·~ prevails at Cape Hatteras };ational Seashore. However, differ- i 

ent facets of this comprehensive theme should dominate each area. At L 

Cape Hatteras the main emphasis is on the story of the efforts of the Unite:j. 

States to provide lighthouses and life-saving stations to make the lot of 

the mariner safer. Less stress is placed on the cultural and econonic 

history of the Outer Banks. 

At Cape Lookout just the opposite should prevail. Portsmouth should 

be restored. ~ to accent the cultural and econonic life of the 

Bankers. At Portsr.1out'.1 the story could be told of hom the people lived, 

earned their daily bread, rais.ed their children and adapted to thcir 

environm0nt.. Economc activity centeri..'1g around Ocracoke InJ,.et should be 

rl 
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C,.~ ... v-: (·;r~·, ~ "';.•.;_ e...-
..:. [f'G":lt d~;;il Q.f .c.primary source material has been uncovered in the 

L·-,,4 ...:-:.. ~ ,.-<. .:;e ~..-1 t,:.. 
course of this -Basic data,'-study. It has brourht t.o lirht much that was 

unknown. It is obvious that further historical research is needed to 

fill in the gaps which the study has accented. The story of Portsrr.outh 

Village is stirring in that it shcms man's determination to dominate a 

primitive environment. That he did it for more than a century from 

1753 to the 1860s is proof of ma.n's determination to live the way of 

life he desires. That he gradually was ~creed to seek his livelihood 

elsewhere is proof of man's reaction to contemporary social and econ-

omic changes. Earlier concepts that the story of Portsmouth involved 

only the history of the site of the original tmm have given ~way to 

the realization that it is possible to reconstruct the history.of _the 

vitality of the peocle, and of the social and econo~ic chanzes that 

took place at Portsmouth as part of a ~~ history that primarily 

involved man and the sea. 

This undoubtedly is the. broad historical theme that should dominate 

the establishment. of Cape Lookout N~tional Seashore. It is the same theme 

that·~ prevails at Cape Hatter?s 'National Seashore. However, differ- i 

t ent facets of this comprehensive theme should dominate each area. At 

Cape Hatteras the main emphasis is on the story of the efforts of the United 

States to provide lighthouses and life-saving stations to make the lot of 

the mariner safer. Less stress is placed o~ the cultural and econor.tlc 

history of the Outer Banks. 

At Cape Lookout just the opposite should prevail. Portsmouth should 

be restored ~ccOI to accent the cultural and econor.Sc life of the 

Bankers. At Portsr;1.oue1 the stor;:;r could be told of hom the people lived, 

earned their daily bread, raised their children and adapted to their 

env.iron.mcnt.. Economc activity centering around Ocracoke Inlet should be 

emphasized since it relates so closely to the life of the Portsnouthers. 
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-/Vt~ .·~ f-tr-i~4 tic-rt.. ~ ~\)'.-~ 
t:. ~,~...f P ~ ~f' JdJ +;. '.7"~"" 
~ l ·9Mo.-r fa--rL~ ~;.:. 

f1; .~ For 11hese reasons, it is sun;ested that the area within the confir.es 

1f ~ of the boundary sho"'!l on the map of Appendix'}) be declared the Portsmo11th 

't. --1 . l'i.S. Villa;e Historic District. ~1-t'<... J:-o 
'~ -~ 1· 11 Within this district the followinf leatu!'es should be ir:cluded: 
~ thei1J. s. Ear::m Hosdtal, 

"""- u th d. t H' • 1 Ch h th ,, t n d c:t t. J....._ P + "f .. 
~ f, .. ~ ,-,e o 1s .wp1scot:1a urc , .e .... os.s -..iuar -- a ion, ;u;ie ~os..,OJ....1.J.ce, 

~ ~·~ i 
't1 i'-- • ;'-the 

~ ~.~.' ~the 
Portsn:outh School, the Old Buildi rog ( 1875), the Portsmouth Cer::etery, 

Cottage Cottage 
Elma Dixon ii:z·x:a~, and the Henr.r Pigott .Hz::~. 

~~,s·j . 
~ . ~~SITE EVALUATIO:·r AiID RECa·:EENDATIC~JS 

\~ i .~ ~ 1. The l·:ethodist-B"t:-i.sco01al Church 
·-.,. '~ ~.c:~ :-=\, . 1'~ ~ ~ . ,.... f) The Hethodist Episcopal Church was the scene oi' much cor.imun~ty 
~~r,s 
;~ 1·~~ and social lif/e for the 1-:omen of the village. It gave life and rr.eaning 

(c ::in other-~1sie drab existence. It brou:·ht them tocether in rr.eaninr;ful 

social gatherings. This historical reso~ce should be interpreted to 

give depth t~ the meaninr; of the life of the Portsn;outhers to the vis-
. I ' j • ' ' ' ·,· :- '',' .:_, . 

itor. ~l~Ashould ~s! "flP'J£a?~ indicate the history of the prev-

ious church building and list the names of the ministers. 

2. The Portsmouth Coast Guard Station 
--------· ·-·~· -- --

The stirring events of ..:th0 Fele o~ the earlier ~ife-saving 

station in ass~ting the Ports~outhers in tirr.es of distress and in the -
many rescues of crews of ships that had gore ashore on the shoals of 

Ocracoke Inlet, irelt:di .-g the later work of the Coast Guard station 

should be interpreted for the benefit of the visitor. The building 
should be preserved. 

J. The U. S. .t>!arim Hosni tal 

The site of the lfarine Hospital should be located and its role 

in providing aid to sick and injured searr.en stressed in its interpreta-

tion perhaps at a nearby Visitor Cen~er. 
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4. The Post Office and General Store 

The Post Office and general store ···as an active scene of the 

daily life of the Ports~outhers. Here they caree for their mail and to 

do their general shoppinr for r:roceries, dry goods, and u,ost probably 

drugs. The site shou.1d be recreated to.~portray the typP of goods 

and services, including the mail handling facilities that were avail-

able so far fron the conveniences of the n4inla.~d. This historical 

source should be interpreted in a colorful and meaningful fashion for 

the visitor. 

· 5. The Portscr.outh Elev.antary School 
/ 

Here was the scene of whatever intellectual develo·tT.ent "!-:as avail-

able to the villager. The appearance of the schoolroom shot-ld be re-

created and if possible contemporary school books should be located by 

the Park staff to bring this historic resource to its daily appearanc~ 

to bring a ~eaningful experience of this phase of the village's history. 

6. Tlie Oldest Buildir.¢ (c. 187.SL 

Since this building is one of the oldest of the village, re-

fleeting construction technicares of the islani for resisting the storrr.s 

of the area further investigation should be rr.ade, if possible) to pin­

point its original a~pearance. This historic resource should be made 

one of the h:i.ghpoints of the visitor's experience, possibly with fuil 

restoration or at least partial stabilization to prevent further deter-

ioration. 

7. The Old Portsr.outh Ce~eteryt 

Here lie buried rrany of the early Portsmouthers. Further inves­
thP.m 

tigation should be made of the headstoi:ies to identifyJ\so that interpre-

ters n:ay point out some of the histo:-ic p::r-so!"la.li ~ies • 
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Upv:! ~he death of the pre sent inhabitant Hhen the site be cor.e s 

the property of the State of North Carol~.na (or of the ~fa tional Park 

Service), every effort should be made to preserve this historical re-
ti.A!/: . ·;._. i"' :. • f i:i ..... 

source,\ as evidence of the ffan!'ler in which her last days and her life 

was spe~t. 

The Henry Pigott Cottci;:e j/cZ{j: ~ tM:J jj~.JC 1~~(?-r~ 
~ M l-:cv'Je ~ CLy· ,1i · o. <7~}-\.~,, 

i I 

• I 

• I 

For the same reason as enumerated under 8. abovef the site '~t • ..e.-

should be preserved as a historic resource an:l interpreted for the {/ ht~7: ·· 
~.., 

benefit of the visitor. If possible, all furnishinc:s presently with- -A..¥~--.. 
in both cottages should be retained. 

/(j ~ ; 

..e 
')ti.,-.~ 

ADDITIG:IAL F.ESEA:::?.CH 

Based on the above reco8lllendations and in view of the rap:d 

deterioration which rr.6r:ht possibly occur ur1der the adverse weather con-

ditions of the area, it is surnested thc;t Historic Struc+,ures Reports 
for the f cllowing structures 

be immediately prograrr.rredAto preserve this vital and prime historical 
---
resource of Cape Lookout :-Iational Seashore: 

lo The t-!ethodist Episcopal Church. 

2. The Portsmouth Coast Guard Station 

3o The Post Office and General Store 

4. The Portsrrcouth Elementary School 

'· The Olriest Building (c.1.375) 

60 The El~a Dixon Cottage 

7. The Henry Pigott Cottage. 

,,..,..: . 
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Historical Base Nap, Portsmouth Village, N.c. 

Proposed Boundary Portsmouth Village Historic Site 

Nomination Form: Portsmouth Village Historic Site 

Nomination Form: Portsreouth Coast Guard Station 

(Note: to be pagina!f.ed during fiml typing. GJO) 

! 
i 



I 
1 I 

I 
I 
I 
I HISTORICAL BASE NAP, PORTSHOTJTH VILLAGE, N. C • 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ----
I 
I 
I 
I 
I • 

r 



- - - - - - - -

lte Lio 

Bno 

. . 

'i Royal 

- - -

Casey 
B_M~ ~Island 

- - - - - - - -
.,.Sheep Island Slue Light 

EDITION OF 1950 ,,/ 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

% 

0 

w 
w 

IForm 10-301 
(July 1969) 

l( NAME. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type C11l entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

ANoloR H1sToR1c: Pcrtsr:out':l. V::'.112.r·c Site 
2 •. LOCA TIO.N 

STl<TE 

North Carolina 
COUNTY 

Carteret 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

srnEET AND NuM em: That portion of fortsrr:outh Island surroanding 
the ori_inal Ports~outh Villa~e 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: North Carolina Carteret 

s: i~AP REFERENCE·. 
SOURCE: 

u.s.G.s. Portsmouth, N. c. Quadrangle 

TO BE INCL.UOED ON AL.L. MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 
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CITY OR TOWN: 
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR w~;-th Carolina 
.(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
COUNTY' 

Carteret 

IHVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable .section?) 

[1. NAME _:_. 
. : ·. 

COMMON: 

Portsmouth Village Historic Site 

AND/OR HIPTOt~' ' or urr:o1,th Village Historic Site 

f2. •LOCATION . 
-,,.. 

.,:;_ 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Portsmouth 
STATE 1 CODE J COUNTY: CODE 

North Carolina l l Carteret 
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.· ····· ':: ..::. 
CATEGORY 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

'!)L. District 0 Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: po Occupied Yes: 

p..s·e • 0 Structure 0 Private Q'.l In Process 0 Unoccupied ~ Restricted 

- Kl~ 0 Being c·onsidered 0 Unrestricted 
0 Object 0 Preservation work 

In progress 0 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agriculturol f:{J Government 0 Pork 0 T ronspcrtati on 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 lndustnol 1;Q Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Mili!ary 0 'Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f 4) OWNER OF PROPERTY - :.:.:.··.·..:'.:. ··· ..... Lz~····· 2_: < :i:.L~ ii -2cS°zJ2< .. 
OWNER'S NAME: 2: "' 0 ... 

. Various -.:oriYate_: National Park....s.en:ica... ..stat.e ...o.f__Norlh Ca..,..olina 
> 

~ 
... 

STREET AND NUMBER: -,. I 
I'! 

O' 

"' Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 'i 
Portamouth North Carolina. 0. 

~·.····· 
~ 

f$. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION : ...... · ... · .•.•.. \ /''c.G_ 
J_ . _.:__' 

•···•· .·< 
::i ... -&-

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: n 

Office, Register of Deeds 0 
oc 
~ z 

STREET AND NUM.BER: ~ .. ~ Carteret ~ounty Courthouse 
CD 

CITY OR TOWN: ST..._ TE CODE 
'i 
CD 

Beaufort North Carolina c-1-

[<>,. REf>RESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
~ 

TITL.E OF SURVEY: "' z 
Basic Data Study, "History of Portsmouth Village, U.Co It ... 

:lJ .,, 
p9 ~ D Local 

-< 0 
DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal State 0 County z ;o 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: c z 
~ "O 

Off ice of Archeology and Historic. Preservation .i. National Park Serviqe al "' 111 c :lJ 
"' STREET AND NUMBER: m 

801 19th Street, Nd 0 
z 

Cl TY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE f--+- r 
-< 

Washir--tton n.c...2. 0 
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(7. DESCRIPTION 
.

·~ (Check One) 

0 Excellent 0 Good ~ Fair 0 Deteriorated 
. CONDI T'.Oti · . _ L~- :: ·-~-~---IXl Altered (Check On~ Unaltered l 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

. .- ··ut:SCRIBE THE PR!·SENT ,\,,0 ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I 
I . 1·. 

·~ .. 

. 

: . ' ' 

Ports1-"i:·. ;h Village today consists of about 12 houses in fair condi­

tion including the former Coast Guard Station, tte old Postoffice, and 
the 1.'iethodist Episcopal Church. The original site consisted of 50 acres 
and has since m .... '}Janded to take in alr..ost the entire island. Although 
there are only tvio surviving perr.znent residents of Portsr.J.outh, the 
majority of private onners are non-resident. Unless these areas are in­
cluded i;rithin the site as reconmended, it 1·rill be in.possible to present 
a true picture of Portsr.J.outh at the height of its greatest population. 

·: -- < < .T'c-nts.l"lnuth vras originally founded in 1753 as a seaport and consist­

e:l ·of lCO hc;:.lf-acre lots. 3~~ 1861 its population had increased to nore 

l.ha11 ·500 residents and t...lw.....,-pe;ml~tion had spread over a considerable 

area of Portsnouth Island involvri.ng hundreds of acres. 
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(C0ntinuation Sheet) 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER 

± 
DATE 

(Number alt entries) 

) I , 
I~<" 

i ' 

area as a prirre example of American heritage. 
The two remaining residents, one a ;·rhite woman; I-'.:iss EJ.Jna Di..""=on, 

now '"14, and· a' ?Jegro, Henry Pigott, now/fi0 (both descended from two of the 
early families to reside there), continue to live at Portsrr.m:th refus­

ing to quit the area. They have donated their lands and its improvements 
to the State of ~forth Carolina and will live there until they expire-­
Portsmouthers to the last. 
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~ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

.. , . O Pre-Columbian i 0 16th Century 

~ .· 0 l5•!i Ce,,tury 0 17th Century 

~ 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

:e9 20th Century 

·-~------ ··- ·----------------------------------; 
• SPECtFtC: .. ~')ATr:·~1 .f}' Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNif· .. •:ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Ahorigin·,\· 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

D Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Indus try losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

0 Arc hi lecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture XJ Socio 1/Humon-

&l Commerce 0 Literature itorion 

0 Communications O Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music: [J[ Transportation 

.. ·-····----------------=======------------i 
~-!,t'. c1~·~-;:::;.NT OF SIGNfFICANCE 

The story of the people of Portsnouth is of a population deterrr.ined 
to establish their homes and families in an area buffeted by all the prim­
itive forces of nature. Es.tablished as a seaport in 1753 with the admon­
ition to build either a wooden fran:e house or a warehouse suitable for 
the storage of goods in transit to aid in the ecor..omic grm·1th of :north 
C~plina, the people of Portsr.:outh gradually gained a dominant position 
at Ocracoke Inlet in the lightez·ing trade. Hundreds of ships, coast-,rise 
and foreign, anchored in the vicinity, had their cargoes lightered, and 
goods stored in the warehouses of Portsrr,outh so they could continue to "/, 
the main Darts across Par.:llco Sound on the rnai::.land. The Halb.ce-Blocrit 
Shell Castle enterprise (1798-1818) was an important constituent of this 
activity and ~ ?ortsrr.outhers aided i~ its success. 

The cclc~fa.l governrr,ent recop:nized the j_r.,portance of Portsrr.outh and 
in 1764 e~tablished an official comodity i!l[pection station at the po:to 

. - . .From 1799-1806 Portsmouth was the official c·1stomscollection district i'or 
the port of New Bern. Between 1836-37 over 1,400 vessels passed through 
Ocracoke Inlet., In 1840 a U. S. Postoffice "h"as established at Portst'loutho 
In 1841 Hatteras and Oregon Inlets opened depriving Portsmouth thereafter 
of much of its maritime trade.. In 1847 a Harine Hospital was established 
on the island.. From 1876-85 a Uo Sa Weather Brueav station oneratcd there .. 
In 1894 a UoS. Livesaving Station was established to beco~e a Coast Guard 
Station in 19150 Earlier in 1880 a telef7aph station had been cpenedo 

Durirg this entire period the Portsreouthe~gave assistance ar..d succor 
to those in need or shinvrrecked in the vicinityo In 1903 for instance, 
when the Vera Cruz foundered on the shaals at the entra~ce to Ocracoke 
Inlet, Po~outhers rescued and fed its 371 passengerso ~ 

Time after ti.'1".e and despite all the adversity which the Portsmouthers .... 
had to face by the frequent storrr~ and hurricanes which swert their island~ 
they returned to rebuild their homes. Sorne of these were the severe eale 
of 1795, the frequent hurricanes of the 18JOs, especially the one of August 
29, 1839, •·rhen the sea swept over the entire island inundating the houses 
~:1-f-ee~f__;,r~i•P, and the hurricane of San Ciriaco of 1895 which de­
stroyed alrnost everything on the islarrl. But the climax appears to have 
occurred in 1933 when the greatest hurricane of all swept the island to 
disaster. After this most Portsrnouthers left their homes to settle on 
islands and other areas of the rr.ainl!tnd. 

Even with the loss of their piloting business after the ope nine of 
Oregon and Hatteras Inlets, Portsmouthers turr.ed to the sea and continued 
to live as fishermen and mariners while· their Pive::; continued to bear childrj:;n. 

The history of these sturdy neople should not be loEt a..~d evcrvthing 
possible should be done to recapture Bnd retain the primitiveness oi the 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
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National 0 State 0 Local q 
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Portsmouth Coast Guard Station 
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Portsrno'.lth Coast Guard Station 
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(7. DESCRIPTION 

0 Excellent 0 Good LtJ Foir 

(Check Ono) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins [] Une><posed 

(Check One) I (Check One) 
0 Altered . I][ Unaltered 0 Moved (l! Original Site 

CONDITION 

DESCRIBE TH~PfCSENT ANO ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
In lt>94 the U. S. Life-Saving Service established a life-savinf"'. station 

at Portsmouth. This building dates back to 1905 as indicated by its archi­
tecture. It is a two-story wood frame .:>tructure with a cupola watchtower. 
The f'irst floor is divided into two sections, one 32 feet by 42 feet for 
living quarters, the other section 28 feet by h2 feet has a concrete floor 
and was used as the ·boathouse fronting 0'1 Station Creek. The second floor 
was used for sleeping ouarters and has two baths. There is an L-sha-:Jed 
porch 8 feet by 52 feet on the south extending part way on the east side 
to 10 feet by 28 fe~t. The foundatimn is solid masonry. The gabled roof 
is shingled. The floors are of softwood.; the interior is of dry wall con­
structiona It has no heating a?paratus and the building is in fair co·.·,ditio~" 

Located on Station Creek, the Portsmouth Co2.st Guard Station is 
a good exa~ple of a facility of this period located on a cove, bay or sou.~do 
This was opposed to <?. station, such as the one located on the beach at. Cape 
Lo~kout. In answering calls for assistance durin;: storms, it was frequently 
it(ossible for crews of beach stations to launch their surfboa.ts throl:gh 
the breakers, while Coast Guardsmen posted at a station such as at Portsmout~ 
could take their craft throush the comparatively calm waters of Station 
Creek to Ocracoke Inlet. 

- -The station r.;as deactivated in 1938, when its duties were taken over by 
the Coast Guard Station at Ocracoke. As the other structures such as the 
wharf, walks, garage and cistern complement the station, they must be pre­
servedo 
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IB· SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check Ona or More a.s Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian\ 

0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

SPEC I Fl C DAT E(SI (If Applictlbfe and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aber i9inol 0 Ec!ucotion 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic: 0 Industry 

0 Agricu lturq 0 Invention 

0 Architecture 0 Londscope 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 literature 

0 Communic:otions 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music: 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human• 

itorian 

Theater 

Transportotion 

0 20th Century 

CJ Urban Planning 

[] Other (Specify) 

-

-

Th:? Ports!nouth Coast Guard Station is a historical resource that is closely 
identified ~ith the life of the sturdy people of Portsmouth living their 
lives under the most adverse conditions as they were buffeted by all the 
primitive forces of nature.,. At the same time they extended their hos­

pitality to the un.fortu."lates who were ship-·wrecked in the vicinity at 
Ocracoke Inlet or suffered through the nur.ierous storms, gales and hurri­
canes that s-w-ept over the island. And it was the men statio:i.ed at the 
Portsmouth Coast Guard Station ·.;ho were instrmnental in rescuing and pro­
viding assistance and succor to the victims of the sea 1s furyo Of rr.ore 
than a dozen schooners and other types of vessels which crune to grief on 
the sho~ls at Ocracoke, there was a mininn.un loss of life, only three deaths· 
being recorded in almost a qUa.rter century of service. 

.. 

Among the vessels whose crev§. were brou.:;ht to safety were Etta Ho Barte_!' 
(1895), Sallie Bissel (189.\5), s;'warren Hall (1898), Charmer, the hUlk of 
Fred Walton, Lydia A. ':Till~,s, and nenrie~Fill (all in 1899), Three ?riendjs 
Tf9001, 1£..,ding Breeze (l90I), Vera ~ v.1.I (1903), John .!_. ~ (190'.iJ, 
Arroyo (1910) and Luna (1918) o The rr,ost stirring of all these events was 
that of ft±m:. Vera CX:UZ-VII when the station crew rescued its 421 passengers 
and crew without loss or' life, the Portsmouthers providing foou and cloth­
ing for them to the best of their abilityo 

Noteworthy assistance was provided to the people of Portsmouth when 
the town was struck by the. S_an Ciriaco hurricane in 189~ anu the hurricane 
of 1933 when the entire island was inundated. These events should rur not 
be lost sight o.f for they will provide the visitor with. a prime example 
of TI'.a.n's courage in the face of the furies of nature as he conquers his 
environment. ~ 

~ 
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-1672. 
Old Co11rt Papers, 1700 to date 
Order of Decrees, 1700-1970 
Special Proceedings, 1700-1970 
Wills, 1700-1970, 12 vols. 

Records of the Register of Deeds, Carteret County, N.C. 

Birth Certificates 
Death Certificates 
Deed Book to Carteret County, N.C., A-F, G-H 

Deeds, CartE:ret County, 50 vols. 

General Index to Real Estate Conveyances, Grantors, 1700-1970 

General Index to Real Estate Conveyances, Grantees, 1700-1970 

General Registration Book for Portsnouth Precinct, Carteret 

County, Book No. 1898 
Map Index Book, A-Z, June 29, 1773...0ct. 11, 1969 
¥.i.arriage Certificates 
School Census Records, Ports~outh, 1893-1920 



Records of Carteret Co1'ntY., Horth Ca:-olina, Beaufort, N.C. 1 

County Courtho:12_~ (Cont.) 

Records of the Sup8rvisoE of Taxes, Carteret Co1;nty, N.C. 

lfap of' Parcels as Tax Apnraised, P0-10, PO-lOA, P0-11 

Parcel Re-Evaluation, Portsn"outh Township 

F0-10-1 to P0-10-11, Portsr:-ior;.th 
P0-10.\-1 to PO-lOA-1.i~, Core Banks 

PO-ll-1, Casey Island 

Records of the Secretary: of State, N.C. 

Land Grants, Book 10 

State Dep3.rtment of Archives and History, Ralei5h 1 N.C. 

~ ohn Gray Blo·i.nt P2.ners · 
Petitio:is in Lci'.-islative Hecords, LP 95 
Y._estrt :book, 5t. J ol-:n 1 s Farish 

r 
I 



PU5LISHED DOClI'.,::X:TS 

1
:' Department of Cor..mcrce, Const ar!.d Geodetic Su:::-vey. Atl::ntic Co,.,st 

C2,pe 1-lenrv to l:c7 ''est. TJcS. C1x:st Pilot. r!ashin8ton: Go7ern­

ment Printic:3 Office, 196/r. 

l,. U. s. Coast Gua:rd. ~T:i_dr;ric~.}.J_•,r F:-'"'.!"'.1.GUs Liththouscs. T,'lash:i.ngton: 

:.(/ 
I 

7/ 
/ 

/ 

Governr1c:c'.t Printin:; Uffice, 1950. 

U.· s. Lighthou::oe 3oc:trd. Ar.;HJ_2]_ Ticr;o.,..ts, 1860, 1868-73, 1388. ~!ash­

in5ton: Goverllr.lent Printinz Office, 1860, 1868-73, 1888. 

------· 

------• List of 'Jc2co~1s, 3uG, .. rs, 2nd Jc.~117l.::.~ks in the ?ifth Li~~t­
house D]:;:;.trj_ct,, lSGOo -.:ashir:,7uon: G-overnncnt ?rintin2; Office, 

1900. 

Lif"!--lt L.ist, l866o ~Jo.shins-ton: Go·1errnent Prir.':..in.g Office, 

U. s. Post Office Jep2rt.-:ient. List of Post Offices in tt-ie Uni":,ed 

ste.tes 2--t"ld Ca·.c.da. -,-:ashin[Ston: -.iilli~lI::l E. Boyd, lS?J. 

Uo s. Coast Guard. Red stsr of th-:; Cor.z:o.issior:.~d an::l ~·:a:r-r2nt O!'ficers 

2nd Q2dets, !?~n~ S>.!~s c~:·j_ .St.r:-t.ir:r:s o~ ... :->.~ 1~i:1.i~sd S~f:tes 1~0~.st 

Guarcl, Jul,,. 1, 19;?8. ~.'asnin::;ton: Governr1ent ?rinti:-';.6 Office, 1938. 

11/ National Archi'res c;.:--:d ~ecord Ser-rice. Guide to -':-he '?.eco--:ds in tl:".e 

/ --- Hatio;i__c:_l Arc':i,res. ~.I2shiri_gton: Goverrc,ent Print.ii,; Office, 1948. 

'Y Heyl, Lenis (~~1?•). Statutes of the United States Relatinc:" to Rev­

enue, Co,.c .erce, 1:2.vi"'.:::.tion, and the Cu;--recicy;. Boston, 1868. 

f Grimes, J. Bryan. Abstract of North Carolina Wills. Haleigh: E. M. 

· Uzzell & Co., 1.910. 

r>/ Olds, Fred A. ~bstract of Horth Caroli:1a :·Jills. 1760-1800. Oxford, 

f NoC.: Privately priated and bou..11ci by the 11 0rpha,"1. 1 s Friend, 11 

1925. 



Bearss, Ed:l'iin C. 
)-871--1951+. 

GOVERNHE?11' PUBLICATIONS 

Rescue O'"'r;rc-.tions fro'l the Ch:l_c~'J.aco!'tlco St2tion, 

~:2shin::;tcn: l:?.tion2}_ ?c.r~c Service, 1965. 

• ..~ I~i0toT~r c.-: .:.-_.,~~c B80.ic Isl::nd Li,...ht Str:tion. :'lashir .. cton: . 

------Hational Par~;: Service, 1967. 

• A SurvsY Pi~to::v of C:--.v;r; Loob:ut 1: 2tic!l2l Scc:.shc:-e. 

------~iashin;::;ton: I;;:,tionc.l ?c.r~c Se:rvice, 1968. 

SECONDARY WORY.S: BOOY.S 

Ashes Samuel A1Court. History of ]orth.Carolina. Raleigh: 

1925. 

Barrett, John G. The Civil ~·.rar iJ1 North Carolina. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina, 1963. 

Burgess, Robert H. (2d.) Coasting Cantaim Jmirnals of Cantain 

J,eonu.rd S. · Ta:-res Re la tin.o: to his Cc.re er in A tl.?-ntic Go-?.st:;.;ise 

Sailing Crai·t i'ror.i lobb-1922. .l·Je-;,,-port ~fows; Va.: The Eariners 

Museum, 1967. 

Clark, Walter (ed. and coll.). Colonial Records of North Carolina. 

Goldsboro, N.c.: Nash Bros., 1906. 

Weeks, Stephen B. (ed. and comp.) Index to the Colonial and State 

/ Records of North Carolina.. 3 vols. Goldsboro, li.C.: lJash 

Bros., 1909. 

North Carolina. Department of Conservation and Develo~rr.ent. &orth 

Carolina," a Guide to the Old ~fo:--th State, i.'1 Arr.erican Guide 

Series. Chapel Hill: University 01' I!orth Carolina Press, 1939. 

Stick, David. Graveyard of the Atlantic. Chapel Hill: University 

of North Carolina Press, 1952. 

• The Outer Banks of North Carolina.. Cha't'.'el Hill: 

---u::"!"'-n..,.iv-er-sity of-North Carolina Press, 1958. 

-



J.'.A PS A HD CHAR TS 

Bibliotheque Nationale. Inventaire de la Collection Geor:raDhia0e de 

M. d 1Anville. Paris: Jean .r.::aptiste A;wille, n.d. 

Cummings, W. P. The Sm:theast in Early Eans. Princeton: Pri n::eton 

University Press, 19.5u. 

Dunbar, Gary·s. Historic;:il Georrauhy of the Horth Carolina Outer 

Banks. Baton Houge: Louisiana 0-i.;ate University :riress, 19Sb. 

Lonsdale, Richard E. The Southeastern Geo!=ranher. Vol. 6. Chapel 

Hill: University of !forth Carolina, 19.)2. 

Trustees of the British lfoseum. British }~'1seln:1 C~.ta1o~ of Fa~, 

Pla~s_, and C!--,.,.'J.rts. London: .british huseurr., IB.:J8 •. 

PERSO:'I!''-L INTi:<1:VIE:lS 

-1Jan--D~1v~.i:;:r ~'.:I~~~ t ,_:,:; ~t,-Ga-p_~~-~beok~~u~?'.'±t~-tt=s'~~an:fort,_ 

-.t~~"~:f_r;:~'Yr-.lf-A/&t-01;--l~v ~ 
~ 

Bavi.~-F-:tet'c:ler, 3.anger,--tfo. Lloml Par~- S-erv±ce-;-Bera-0ek~C..-r.Ang~--. 

.._gust-.29 ,-1-9.'.70.--
ca:cetaker, Po:rtsmouth Island, 

?- Captain Justin .!ustin, I Ocr2.coke' n. c 0 . 

,\ 01.mers, Islc.nd Lm/ Uotel, 

\J - lfr. and Ers. George ':liJJ<es,'Ccracoke, 1~. c. 
66 years old'> 

~ - lliss EJ.J-na Qixon, ~(ortsnc:iuth, H .Qo 
_ __ 72 years old, · 

~-Er. Henry Pigott, jortsnouth, l~.Co 
- ! ' 

ii - Miss Alma ~ilghman, Register of Deeds, Beaufort, lJ .co 

?- Mrs o Sharon _?iner, Assistant Register of Deeds, 3eauf ort, N .Co 

u - Hiss Charlene ~aylor, Secretary to Register of Deeds, Beaufort, N .c. 

'-)- llr. Elbert Eavis, Ta.x Supervisor, Carteret County, Beaufort, lJ .c. 

c:)- Hr. Sterling £lancock, Assistant Tax Supervisor, Carteret County, 

Beaufort, 11 .c • 

G.-lir. Ao Ho James, Clerk of Superior Court, Carteret County, Beaufort, 

N.C 0 -

te. -llrs. ~'fr'1. H. §tyron, aee 74, born Ada Roberts at Portsr.:touth, 2509 South 

Adams Street/, Arlin,;ton, Vao 

?-Hon. John T0 ~cenhour, Assistant Attor~~~,.General, Rclei:;h, l!.C. 

7-1~. Robert llc-rrcomb, enc;ineer,- Haleigh, H.C. -
llf·-Captain J. Do ·.:illis, l.'.orehe&.d City, 1;.co 
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