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Wood gathering is prohibited. Why? Dead trees are an
integral part of the park's resource. In the high desert,
untold years are necessary tn heal the wounds inflicted
by man.

Green River Overlook. r\4agnificently scenic and
geologically revealing, the area before you is also of
historic interest. Prehistoric man lived near the river
and left much evidence of his use of the area. On July
17, 1869, Major John Wesley Powell floated down the
Green River more than 2,000 feet below you.

Powell named many of the features that mark the

landscape, recording his observations and experiences
in a journal that is now available in book form. About 35

years later, Butch Cassidy, Sundance Kid, and others
used the canyons to elude posses and hide stolen

horses. Today, the river and its canyons continue to
offer a challenge to those with the urge to explore or to
temporarily escape to a "different world."

Road Junction to Upheaval Dome

Indian granaries or food caches. A viewfinder at the

roadside pulloff will help you locate two prehistoric
mud and stone food storage bins about Va mile from the
road. For yi>ur own safety and to help preserve these
irreplaceable structures, please do not attempt to climb

up to the ancient ruins.

Whale Rock Trail. The enormous size of Upheaval

Dome is best revealed at the end of a fifteen minute

walk to the top of Whale Rock on this trail. From this

viewpoint, the outermost extremities of Upheaval

Dome, which is approximately three miles across, can
be observed. A brochure is available from a dispenser
at the beginning of the trail.

.9 mi Upheaval Dome Picnic Area. Many visitors find this
1.5 km five-site picnic area an ideal rest stop for lunch before

or after hiking the Upheaval Dome Trail which
originates at this point.

Upheaval Dome Trail. A ten minute walk on this trail
offers many scenic opportunities.

\ Gtiido To
OTHER ACTIVITIES

The Shafer Trail is an alternate route returning to Moab
that is longer, slower, and rougher, but an outstanding
scenic drive. It is permissible to drive the route in a
standard vehicle, but we advise using a four-wheel

drive vehicle. Parts nf the road are steep and rough.
During and soon after rainfall, portions of the route are
hazardous. About three miles of the narrow road winds

up a sleep cliff face. Persons fearful of heights and
steep dropoffs may find this part of the road upsethng.

Regardless of the type of vehicle used, please contact a

Park Ranger before driving the Shafer Trail. Road
conditions vary greatly from time to time and
up-to-date information will be important to you.

Dead Horse Point State Park. If you did not visit Dead
Horse Point while en route to the Island in the Sky, we

suggest you do so as you return toward Moab. The park
offers magnificent views of the Colorado River 1,600
feet below and of the vast canyon country through

which it flows. A visit is well worth the additional 14

miles of driving — round trip — via a paved road.

Camping and picnicking facilities are provided and the
park has a visitor center with Information services and
excellent exhibits. An entrance fee is collected.

The White Rim Trail is a four-wheel drive trail around

the Island on the White Rim formation about 1.000 feet

below the mesa top. The route can be driven in one long

day, but most visitors prefer a more leisureiv trip.
Camping out one or more nights permits you to devote

more time to exploration of points of interest. The route

is very rough and steep in places and there are a fev/
areas of deep, soft sand. A four-wheel drive vehicle is

required.

Before starting a trip around the White Rim, contact a

Park Ranger for a back-country permit and information
on the road.
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