Below the White Him, the canyons exhibit a2 habitat
vary different than the blackbrush community, Prince's
plume (with tall stalks of small yellow fiowers) is
cobmon, BS are coppearweed, globemallow, and sguaw-
bu'h,  Blghorn sheep, canyen wrens, end rock squlrrels
are typicel of the canyone., White throated swifts
(faat moving syallow-1ike birds) are common along the
canyon rim.

%
Witnin the canyons, a very spaciallzed und Ilmited
pliiit community cecurs where water sceps from the
cerion walls. Once s few plants gain & foothold,
otiars become eatablished in the tangled roots: end
‘decriying vegetation. A mat of lush gresses, farna,
columbine, orchide, snd other wehland plants develops
rigaot on the wet umdatune. In time, a huge maag
of plants (a "hanging garden”) may deévelop, usually
in ‘g sheltered apot and often high up on the cliffs.

Nesr the rivers, it's like a different world. Planis
adapted to wet conditions, espacially to being flooded
ncwW ‘snt then, live on the river banks. HNative willows,
cottonwoods, and others form a narrow but dénse bend
of vegetetion nesr the water. The exotic tamarisk
compates with native plants and is replacing them.

The lush vegetation provides food and cover for many
birds and mammals which in turn provide food for preda-
tors, The water is still snother hebitat, with acquatic
and smphiblous animels. The typicel degert habitat is
cloge by, too, so an extraordinsry renge of birds and
mammale may-be seen in a swall area,

Thera are other variations in the landscape, mome
subtle snd others more pronounced. In east-west
canyonf, the north and gouth aides are often quite
different, because the south side iz more shaded(and
therefore a 1ittle cooler and moleter) than the north.
Other variatlions cceur in hebitats, and there are
alwaye plants and animals adapted to them.
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no facilities exist at the cther campsites,

5. The treed and shrube thet grow on the Tl
end even the dead wood, are immportant parts
of the envirommernt. NHone of it may be used for
Firewood, slthough you may fimd smell guentities
of driftwood along the river. We strongly
repommend the uge of portable stowmes,

6. Leave all prehistoric structures, pictographs,
and petroglyphe undisturbed. They all are
much more delicate than they sppear, snd are
epelly damaged. Just climbing in and cut of
& ruin, or gimply touching a plctograph, cen
cauge sericus dasege to these irreplaceable
tressures. We sometimes call it "innccent
vandalism," and it is the scurce of far mors
demege - then the malicions acticn of real
vandals,

The climste - The tremendous effect of the srid
climate on these high degert plstesus is sasily seen
in the landforme, the plant 1ife, and the animel life.
Because of the lack of water, grasges grow in clumps,
while treea and bushes are well-gpaced., The smaller
animals ususlly obtain most of their water through
seedg, dtems or ingects; the larger mammals mst find
Tree water in order to survive, usually from gprifga,
waghes, rain-filled potholes or along the rivera.

Digtance to
Rext ato Points of Interest |

1.3 {1) TLooking up camycn, the Shafer Trail
{once a catble trail, then & rough Lowheel
drive route, now a fairly good rosd) can be

* Diptences for west to east travel are in parenthe-
ees end begln st the end of thie gulde; for east to
weat trayel, distsnces sre not in parentheses and
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seen olimbing to the Igland in the Sky.

Alsc appersnt sre several of the mejor strata
of which the ares consists, The disgrem cn
the inside front cover of this booklet 1ists
and describes those strata.

{2) Goose Neck Overlook - A pill-out

to your 1eft takes you o a short walk to
the edge of the White Rim from which the
Goose Neck, a largs meander in the Colorads
River; can be seen,

(3) Musselman Arch - This arch ie one

of & few arches found in this Bistriet.
Formed from the White Rim sandstone, the
arch went through two stages. In the first
etage, erosion removed the softer Rutler
formation from under the harder White Rim
gandstone, causing an overhang. Then
fractures in the White Rim behind the 1ip
allewed that portien to fall awey leaving
only the opan,

(4} Litble Bridge. Canyon - Here are meny
exemples of the same forces that crested
Mugzelman Arch. Fractures in the White
Eim eandatone have allowed water to pene-
trate and in time cut awey the softer rock
below leaving pillars of stone protected by
hard sandstone "ceps." When the ceps fall,
the pillsrs ercde away gquickly.

{5) Lathrop @ - A drive of 3.5 miles
takes: you down this canyon to the Calorado
RBiver and a camperound,
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(2.5}

3.8
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6.3
{(3.8)
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(8.3)

(B) The Wesher Woman - As you loop eround
the head of Buck Canyon, you can see
Washer Weman Arch, carved cut of the hard
Wingate sandatone far sbove you,

(7) Morument Basin - Frem the rim of
Canyons you can see the same forces of
eroaion at work, but here in a more advanced
sLags, The 305 foot spire in the middle of
the basin ig called the "Totem Pole." Hote
that it hea lost its "ecap" and will ercde
faster than the cenyon walls,

(8) Junction Bubte and White Creck Overlock -
At an intersecticn below Junetion Bubie

you can take a short road exbending two

miles to the South. From 1ts end on the
Bllckrack you will have s epectacular viey

of mich of Cenyonlands, '

(%) Murphy Hg@a.ck - Murphy Hogback; the
half-way po on the White Rim Trail, rises
between 300 and 350 feet abowve the White
Rim. A short walk % weat to s high point
on the Hogbatk offers you & fine view of the
Green River and Turks Head, with its cep of
White Rim sandstone,

There is a primitive campsite here,

"Desert Varnigh"- The mumercus black
Btreake running down the walls of the
White Rim sandatone are callad "dezert
verndsh." It is formed by evaporating
vater depoplting manganese and iron cxides
on the rock surface after & raln storm,
The Indisna used such surfaces for their
Petroglyph inseripticns found in this ares,

L
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5.2 (10) Anderson Bottom Overlock - A walk

{17.0) to the =dge of the White Him will give
you a view of Anderson Bottom. From here
you can see how the river cut through an
old meander Fhortening itsE course by fwo
miles and leaving an ieclated "island.”
This area wasg ohce favmed,

2.2 {11} Potato Bottom - Driving along the
{5.2) edge of the (reen River, you can gee how
emplé goil moisture near the river

apcourages dense vegetation. Note the
abundance of tamarisk, an exotic tree in-
troduced To North Americe from the
Mediterranesn region. Tamerisk can' sur-
vive only with sxple moisture and it spreads
rapldly intc any wet area, It ia killing
and replecing native vegetation elong the
rivers,

Thera ere campsites slong Pobato Bottom,

1.9 (12} Fort Bottom - Fort Bottom received

(2.2) ite name from a prehistoric Indian ruin
situated strategically on & high point in
the meander in the river. An old log
cebin ig located by the river. '

2.8 (13) Hardscrebble Botiom - There 48 &

(1.9) comping srea near the river at the end of
8 ghort epur roed leading south from the
bottom of the hill. Flease stay where
others have staped.

1.9  (1k) %’Emﬂ Bottom - Looking up
(2,8) Upheaval Cenyon wyou can see some of the
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uplifted rocks of Upheaval Dime, A
salt "plug," sgueezing up from the Paradox
Formation 1000 or more feet below you, has
warped the overlying strata up in a dome,
fracturing rocks in the procesg. Erosion
has stripped away much of the fractursd
material from the interior of the dome.
(1.9) Park Beundery - here you lesve Canyonlends
Naticnal Park, It is approvimetely 20
miles via Horsethief Trail back to the
E r Gtation cn the Islend in the Sky
or (if you do not return to the Ranger
gtation) about 41 miles to Moab.

The White Rim Trell provides sccess to three mejor
parts of the park envircoment, each different from

the others in eppearance snd in the 1ife oocurring in
them, The other animals and the plants with which

we shere this world live where they do because they
are adapted to the conditicms of that iculse place.
Life adepted to ene get of conditichs (or "habitat')
often cannot survive in s different hHabltat.

This ardd, rugged lond eeems unhospitsble to us,

B0 we often use negative terms for it snd its
inhebitants. ‘Our words reflect our sdaptations and
might be sppropriate 1f we tried to live on the
White Rim. The things thet naturelly live here,
bowrever, are well adapted to conditions here, Meny
plants and some animels native to this ares would
die in & "better" habitet, because it iz "better"
only in our eyes and the organism is not sdapted to
it. If & cactus had an opiniom, 1% might congider

(8
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L

& lush, green arvesa of rich black goil snd moderate
temperaiure o be s migerable placa to 1ive,

Animals move about from place to plece and oftan
utilize differing situationg. TFlants remain in one
place and so st be adapted to sny condition that
ogcura at that apot. A lizerd exposed to full sun on
a hot afternoon will overheat and dle in a few minutes,
sc 1t geeks shade under a bush. That busgh, howswver,
must be able to withstand that intense hest and light
without have,. In winter, the lizard hibernates in a
sheltered place; the bush must be sble to kolerate

the cold, '

Your adaptations to the enviromment are your clothing,
your home and its utillty systems, your vehicle, the
equipment wou useé to store gnd transport food and
water, and the entire soclo-economic system that pro-
vides these end supports your other needs. Msn ls o
gkllled at pdaptation that he can live anywhere on
earth and so0 ingenious thet he can invent new adapte-
tions a8 neéeded. The ligard and the bush are more
limited in thelr adsptability, and therefore are

more limited in places to live.

Along much of the White Rim Trail, you are in the
blackbrush comminity.s« Blackbrush iz the abundant
ghort bush with many stubby, dark branches. It is
often associated with yucca, Ehadscale, Mormon tes,
and pricklypesr cactus. Blackbrush ocours in zheliow
soils (seldom grows where there is more than 18
inches of soil sbove bedrock) and the asgsociated
plants are adapted to thet and the meager moisture
and temperature extremts. Elack-chinned sparrows,
many varieties of lizards, and antelope ground
sguirrels live in this hobitat and other animals use
it for browsing (mule deer) or hunting (hawks, coyotes,
ete.) but do not stay in the ares all the time.
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