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PROPOSED CANYONLANDS NATIONAL PARK IN UTAH 

THURSDAY, A P R I L 25 , 1963 

U.S. SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS OF THE 

COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
Washington, B.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:35 a.m., in room 
3110, New Senate Office Building, Senator Frank E. Moss, presiding. 

Present: Senators Moss (presiding), Metcalf, Simpson, and Jordan. 
Senator Moss. The hearing will come to order. 
This is a hearing on S. 27, to create the Canyonlands National 

Park. 
I had prepared a statement for this morning's hearing. But since 

I received a copy of Senator Bennett's statement late last evening I 
find that mine is a little bit out of date. I would like to put it in 
the record at this point with the explanation that some parts of it are 
not entirely applicable at this time, but the proposed amendments 
that have been printed and which are lying before the committee 
including the description of the park area are accurate and of value. 

(The statement referred to is as follows:) 

STATEMENT OF H O N . F R A N K E. Moss , A U.S. SENATOR F R O M THE STATE OF U T A H 

Mr. Chairman, it is most gratifying to be able to report here today t h a t the 
Utah congressional delegation, and the Governor of our State, the Honorable 
George Dewey Clyde, are united on the Canyonlands National Park bill. 

We came to our meeting of minds a t a conference a t the residence of the Gover
nor on April 6, 1963, in Salt Lake City. In our discussion of the Moss bill (S. 27), 
I made certain suggestions for minor revisions with which there was general agree
ment. In line with t h a t agreement, I have introduced two amendments to my 
bill (S. 27) which bill I introduced on January 14 of this year. The first amend
ment would make some adjustments in the boundaries of the park to exclude 
some land on which there may be phosphate deposits, and the second would assure 
ingress and egress to mining claims and oil leases which are in active operation 
a t the t ime mining is phased out of the park 25 years hence. I ask t h a t these 
two amendments be printed in the record of the hearings a t this point, and 
advise t h a t I will ask the subcommittee to consider them a t the proper t ime. 

To be more specific, the first amendment would cut out some 18,000 acres, or 
28 sections, from the extreme northern border and the northeast corner of the 
park, and would add a corresponding amount of acreage—some 19,500 acres, or 
30.5 sections, to the southern boundary of the park. The northern deletion is 
proposed to take out a bank across the northeast corner which contains pa r t 
of the salt wash geologic member in which potash occurs. A shaft is now being 
sunk a t a point about 15 miles from this area to mine potash, and it is reasonable 
to expect t ha t there may be deposits within the boundaries of the park as proposed 
in S. 27. I suggest, therefore, t ha t to avoid controversy, this area be removed. 
I t s removal will not, as I see it, detract greatly from the park, although it docs 
cut down all the way to The Neck which is the natural entry gate from the nor th . 

The area added to the southern border to compensate for the northern deletion 
will consist of a slender ridge across the entire lower boundary of the so-called 
Beef Basin country, and a similar ridge around the present southeast corner. 
The advantage of this addition is t h a t it will include spectacular formations in 
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