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FOR YOUR SAFETY, please observe the following:
® Watch your footing on rock formations; they are

especially slippery when wet.

® Wear only hiking footwear on trails.

® Do not run on trails; you can lose your footing.

e Stay on trails; shortcuts can cause accidents.

e Beware of snakes along stone fences and logs.

e Drive carefully; roads are narrow, winding and

very slippery when wet or snow covered.




THINGS TO SEE AND DO

You can find many recreational opportunities in
the two parks that straddle Md. 77 as it turns
west off U.S. 15. In the national park— Catoctin
Mountain Park—north of Md. 77 are campgrounds
and picnic areas, folk-craft demonstrations and
interpretive programs, nature walks and hiking
trails, all connected by roads and trails that criss-
cross and wind through the park. Cunningham
Falls State Park, south of Md. 77, has picnicking
and camping areas, nature walks and trails, and
a man-made lake covering 17 hectares (42 acres)
that provides facilities for swimming, fishing, and
boating.

In the list of activities below, those followed by a
star (*) are in Cunningham Falls State Park; the
others are in the national park.

Information and interpretive services. Informa-
tion and schedules of the interpretive programs
offered may be obtained at the Catoctin Mountain
Park visitor center, just off Md. 77, where there is
also a small museum. At Round Meadow on Sun-
day afternoons during the summer and fall, the
“Man in His Environment” museum is open and
folk-craft demonstrations are presented.

The State park operates an information kiosk
just inside the Manor area (*), which is west of
U.S. 15 about 4.8 kilometers (3 miles) south of
Thurmont.

Scenic drives. Park, State, and county roads wind
through the hardwood forest for many kilometers.
A self-guiding auto tour of 11 kilometers (7 miles)
along the back roads of the Catoctin ridge begins
at the intersection of Park Central Road and Man-
ahan Road and leads to places of scenic and his-
toric interest. A scenic overlook on the east side
of Hunting Creek Lake (*) offers a panoramic
view of the lake area. The lake is south of Md. 77
by way of Catoctin Hollow Road. Park roads are
not high-speed highways; for your safety, posted
speed limits are enforced.

Picnicking. Four developed picnic areas, Owens
Creek, Chestnut, Manor (*), and Hunting Creek (*),
offer modern restrooms, tables, fireplaces, and
trash receptacles. Picnic tables are located at
other spots throughout the park; fires are not per-
mitted at those sites. Facilities for group picnick-
ing and a 30-table shelter may be rented by reser-
vation at the Manor area (*).

Self-guiding trails. Hog Rock Trail and Cunning-
ham Falls Trails (there is a trail by this name in
each park) are nature-oriented, with leaflets avail-
able at the trailheads. Blue Blazes Still Trail starts
at the visitor center. Charcoal Trail, starting at
Thurmont Vista parking area, has signs that
explain the charcoaling process, and descriptive
signs are also found at Catoctin Furnace (*),
across U.S. 15 near the Manor area (*).

Hiking, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing.
About 40 kilometers (25 miles) of well-marked
trails, such as Wolf Rock, Cat Rock (*), and Thur-
mont Vista, traverse both parks, leading to out-
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METRIC MEASUREMENTS
The scales show the ratio between customary measuremenis
and metrics. Altitudes are in meters, distances in kilometers.
One meter is 3.3 feet, 1 kilometer is 0.62 miles.
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standing views and natural features. Cross-country
skiing and snowshoeing are permitted on any of
these trails. Parking areas are provided at trail-
heads; parking in undesignated areas is not
allowed.

Snowmobile and bridle trail. This 9.7-kilometer
(6-mile) trail is open for snowmobiles December 1
to April 1 and for horses the remainder of the
year. Snowmobiles and horses are not allowed on
hiking trails. They are restricted to this trail except
for about 11 additional kilometers (7 miles) that
are open to horses from April 1 to December 1.

Camping. The Owens Creek Campground and
Manor Campground (*) are open from mid-April
through October for family camping. Modern
restrooms, tables, and fireplaces are provided.
Because of the terrain, trailers more than 6.7
meters (22 feet) in length are not permitted.
Camping is limited to 5 consecutive days and a
total of 14 days per season at Owens Creek and to
14 consecutive days at Manor Campground (*).

Poplar Grove tent camping area can be used by
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and other youth organi-
zations on a reservation basis. For information
contact national park headquarters.

Camping is allowed in designated areas only.

Group camps. Three camps— Misty Mount, Green-
top, and Round Meadow—are used primarily for
environmental education. On spring and fall week-
ends they are open to organized groups on a
reservation basis. During the summer they are
used to provide an outdoor experience for scouts,
4-H clubs, the handicapped, underprivileged, and
others.

Camp David. The Presidential retreat is closed to
the public.

Environmental education. School groups may use
park facilities for this purpose. The folk-craft cen-
ter is open certain weekdays in spring and fall.
Arrangements for tours and ranger assistance
should be made in advance through the park
superintendents.

Swimming, fishing, and boating. Hunting Creek
Lake (*) has two sandy beaches, served by a
modern bathhouse and concession building, with
picnicking areas nearby. For your safety, never
swim alone, and stay within protected and
guarded areas.

The lake is stocked with fish, and a Maryland fish-
ing license with trout stamp is required for per-
sons 16 years of age and older. Stream fishing on
Owens Creek and Big Hunting Creek (*) is also
regulated by the State of Maryland.

Fall and winter festivals. The parks participate
with local organizations in a Colorfest Weekend
held during October to coincide with the fall
foliage display on Catoctin. Craft demonstrations
are featured. A similar celebration, the Winter
Festival, is held on a weekend in February.




