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CARTSBAD CAVERNS NATIONAI PARK, is locoied in the semi-desert counlry of Soulheqsiern New Mexico, in the rugged foothills of the Guodolupe Moun"

lqins. While mony miles of possoges hove been explored, development hos been limited to the 750 foot ond 829 foot levels. An extension of the lower level muy
be seen qi the "Jumping off ploce" in the Big Room.

Circulor rock cooking pits ond morlqr holes on fhe surfoce ond |he pointings on the cove enlronce woll qttest to the occupolion of the enlronce ond neorby
oreo by prehistoric lndions. The Sponish Conquistodors ore believed io hove come into the Pecos Volley neor the Coyerns. Wogon irons ond other relics of qm-

bushed wogon troins qre sometimes found.

Cotilemen, firsl permonent selllers, orrived in fhe 1880's, knew of the Cove, known os BAT CAVE; moy hove explored portions of it. The first reql inieresl in

the Cove resulleci from the finding of ils voluoble deposit of Bol Guono, o rifrqle-rich feriilizer. At the turn of t rc Cenlury, mining begon, ond omong the

miners wos o locol youih, JIM WHITE, who took every opportuniiy to explore the Cove. Lqier, Jim becqme on unof{ ciol guide ond subsequently under Nqtionol
Pqrk, Service, he wqs mqde Pork Ronger ond finolly oppointed Chief Ronger.

ln 1923, q report by ROBERT HOLLEY, of the Generql Lond Office, U. S. Dept. of lnierior, so stressed lhe scenic beouly of the Cove, thql CARLSBAD CAVE

NATIONAI. MONUMENT wos estqblished by Presideniiol Proclqmqlion on October 25, 1923. Notionwide publicity resulted, when the Notionol Geogrophic

Society published results of exlensive explorolions, mode in 1923 ond 1924, !>y DR. WlLl-lS T- [EE of ihe Geologicol Survey, U. S. Dept. of lnlerior. By Act of

Congress, opproved Moy I4, 1930, the oreq become CARISBAD CAVERNS NATIONAI PARK.

The bot fllght is one of the Pork's greot qtlroctions. Flying out through ihe Cqve Entronce eoch summer evening, incredible numbers of bots spirol upword,

streom southword over ihe Rim qnd loler seporote inlo flocks for night foroging. When night-flying molhs ond beetles qre plenti{ul, millions of bots ore in {light,
but during lhe winter, wilh no insecls ovoiloble, most of the bqts of the CARISBAD CAVERNS migrqie to wormer regions.

Bqts return Jrom their night flight of feeding iusl before down. The inseci-eoling bots of CARLSBAD CAVERNS ore quile hormless ond qre beneficiql to

mqn, since ihey destroy hormful insecis ond qlso produce Guono, o voluoble fertilizer.

The Mqin Corridor of lhe CAVERNS beneoth the noturql enlronce is immense, but its beouty does not compqre wilh thot of ihe chombers beyond. These chom'

bers-the Green Loke Room, King's Poloce, Queen's Chomber ond Popoose Room ore unporolleled in fheir splendor. They ore oll seen before reoching lhe cenirol

poini, where slop is mode {or Iunch und rest. After lunch, you will enier ihe Big Room, the mosl moiesiic of ihe Coverns' mony chombers. Formqlions here ore

mossive os well os mognificent. Ai one ploce, the ceiling orches 285 feet qbove. ln fhe Hqll of Giqnts is found rhe Giqnt Dome, o striking similority to ihe Leoning

Tower oI Pisq. On relurning to the lunch room, elevqtors with copocity of 1,200 people per hour, will toke you lo the surfoce from o depth o{ 750 feer.

Adioining the Visitor Cenler qre o Restouront, Curio Shop, Nursery ond Kennel. This concession is operoted by the Covern Supply Co., Corlsbod, N. M., un-

der government supervision. lts roles ond services ore opproved by the Noiionol Pork Service. This compony olso serves q moderote priced lunch in lhe Coverns

lunchroom. CARTSBAD CAVERNS NATIONAI- PARK, is open every doy in the yeor. For complele tour informotion, wriie the Superinlendent, Corlsbqd Coverns

Nolionol Pqrk, New Mexico.

CAVEAN SUPPLY CO,' CAFTSBAD' N, M-

coPYRlcHT McM!tx By cuRr TEIcH a co.I lNc., cHlcAGo, u s.a
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ENTRANCE TO KING'S PALACE

a

. tti

==+



k
€*

I

:

#- *.
dF .,, 'i . il



.,
'jilli r,ii

I



I

',!

,,

tti

I
rF.^f.

!l
t,l

I

'.m



,illfrr$a''
{l

t':



&

* .,'

uuffi
?Ia

lt

VISITOR CENTER

*

Tr I;l
TH rE

I
l

ne..!tr*.m6 {Jfli*ffifliliilIil&ffif, ilG4ffi[IqMmi:-ry



1,1,

ROCK OF AGES

'. I



T

/
.ril

,M
/

CATTISBAD CAVERhIS
SHOW'NG SURFACE FEAIURES
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