
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

Chickamauga and Chattanooga
National Military Park

The Florida Monument at Chickamauga Battlefield is illuminated
by the morning sun.

In the summer and fall of 1863, Union and Confederate

forces struggled for control over the city of Chattanooga,
the "Gateway to the Deep South." Between September
18-20, the armies clashed in the woods and fields

along West Chickamauga Creek, a few miles south of
Chattanooga. Over 34,000 men were killed, wounded,
or missing during the Battle of Chickamauga, which
was the Confederate Army of Tennessee's only major
victory of the Civil War. Over the next two months, the

armies fought again around the city of Chattanooga - at
Lookout Valley, Brown's Ferry, Orchard Knob, Lookout
Mountain, and Missionary Ridge. This time, the Union
Army was victorious, and the Confederates retreated
south. It was, as one Confederate remarked, "the death

knell of the Confederacy." Less than 30 years later
the soldiers returned, as united countrymen, in order
to establish Chickamauga and Chattanooga National
Military Park, the nation's first federally protected
battlefield.




