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Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:

Inventory Summary

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI), a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes 

in the national park system, is one of the most ambitious initiatives of the National Park Service 

(NPS) Park Cultural Landscapes Program.  The CLI is an evaluated inventory of all 

landscapes having historical significance that are listed on or eligible for listing on the National 

Register of Historic Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources through a public 

planning process and in which the NPS has or plans to acquire any legal interest.  The CLI 

identifies and documents each landscape’s location, size, physical development, condition, 

landscape characteristics, character-defining features, as well as other valuable information 

useful to park management.  Cultural landscapes become approved CLIs when concurrence 

with the findings is obtained from the park superintendent and all required data fields are 

entered into a national database.  In addition, for landscapes that are not currently listed on the 

National Register and/or do not have adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the 

State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register.   

The CLI, like the List of Classified Structures, assists the NPS in its efforts to fulfill the 

identification and management requirements associated with Section 110(a) of the National 

Historic Preservation Act, National Park Service Management Policies (2006), and Director’s 

Order #28: Cultural Resource Management.  Since launching the CLI nationwide, the NPS, in 

response to the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA), is required to report 

information that respond to NPS strategic plan accomplishments.  Two GPRA goals are 

associated with the CLI: bringing certified cultural landscapes into good condition (Goal 1a7) 

and increasing the number of CLI records that have complete, accurate, and reliable 

information (Goal 1b2B).

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is gathered from existing secondary sources found in 

park libraries and archives and at NPS regional offices and centers, as well as through on-site 

reconnaissance of the existing landscape.  The baseline information collected provides a 

comprehensive look at the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in 

context of the site’s overall significance. Documentation and analysis of the existing landscape 

identifies character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the 

landscape’s overall integrity and an assessment of the landscape’s overall condition.  The CLI 

also provides an illustrative site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit.  

Unlike cultural landscape reports, the CLI does not provide management recommendations or 

CLI General Information:
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

treatment guidelines for the cultural landscape.

Inventory Unit Description:

The component landscape of Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters, and Maintenance Area is 

located in the central portion of the Platt Historic District in the Chickasaw National Recreation Area, 

Murray County, Oklahoma.  The area is actually divided into two parts by State Highway 177, with the 

Pavilion Springs and Residence #2 located on the eastern side of the road and Hillside Springs, 

Headquarters and Maintenance located on the western side of the road.  Highway 177 provides 

vehicular access to all of these areas.  Pavilion Springs and Residence #2 are further accessed from a 

short entry road leading into the Pavilion Springs parking area. A bit farther south on Highway 177 is 

the parking area for Pavilion Springs, and Maintenance and Headquarters have an access road that is 

just a bit farther south as well.   Pedestrian access to the areas is provided on three trails from different 

directions. The Antelope and Buffalo Springs Trail (Trail #5) enters Pavilion Springs from the east and 

the Buffalo Pasture Trail (Trail #3) accesses Headquarters, Maintenance, and Hillside Spring from the 

south.  From the west, the Bromide Hill Trail (Trail #2, also called Cliffside Trail) approaches the 

Highway 177 underpass just north of Hillside Springs and west of Pavilion Springs. The area 

encompassed by Pavilion Springs/ Hillside Springs/ Headquarters and Maintenance covers 

approximately forty-eight (48) acres.

The separate areas of this component landscape, though located in close proximity, each have their own 

features and functions. Pavilion Springs and Hillside Springs are pedestrian environments focused on 

using and enjoying the park’s mineral waters. A residential structure located near Pavilion Springs also 

provides housing for park staff.  Headquarters, earlier known as the Leeper House, was until March 

‘02 is the administrative heart of the park. The building, however, was one of the first buildings built in 

Sulphur Springs, and has great historic significance beyond its almost 100 years as a park administrative 

building. The building will now be used as a learning centrer. In addition, the setting of the Leeper 

House, on the edge of a hill, historically acted as a point from which to oversee park activities and plan 

park components.  Today’s Maintenance or “Utility Area” was designed by the NPS and constructed 

by CCC crews and historically and currently served as the locus of park maintenance and construction 

work.  This quadrangle is located to the west of the Headquarters building and is well hidden from the 

view by park users both by its tucked-away location and vegetative buffers planted by CCC crews.
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Site Plan

Site Plan of Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area.  Source: 

GIS base map data obtained from Department of Geology, Oklahoma State University (1999), 

augmented by Iowa State University.

Property Level and CLI Numbers

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. AreaInventory Unit Name:

Component LandscapeProperty Level:

 850142CLI Identification Number:

Parent Landscape:  850137

Park Information

Park Name and Alpha Code: Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District -CHIC 

Park Organization Code: 7516

Subunit/District Name Alpha Code: Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District - CHIC

Park Administrative Unit: Chickasaw National Recreation Area

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 3 of 98



Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

CLI Hierarchy Description

The Platt Historic District of Chickasaw National Recreation Area (CNRA) is the parent landscape for 

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/ Maint. Area. The Platt Historic District is a historic designed 

landscape containing ten component landscapes, each with unique and individual landscape features. A 

study of these numerous component landscapes contributes to our understanding and appreciation of 

the district's entire cultural landscape.

The Platt Historic District is an irregularly shaped area extending for about three miles along both sides 

of two small streams, which flow through it in a generally east to west direction. The width of the 

district varies from 4,800 feet near the center to about 6,400 feet near the western edge and 2,300 feet 

along its eastern edge. Connecting the district’s component landscapes is a six-mile (once eight-mile) 

perimeter road. This road provides both access to and opportunities for viewing the district’s features.

The ten component landscapes are: 

• Rock Creek Campground (not part of Historic District)

• Flower Park and Black Sulphur Springs 

• Antelope Springs and Buffalo Springs/ Nature Center

• Bromide Springs/ Bromide Hill 

• Central Campground

• Cold Springs Campground

• Pavilion Springs / Hillside Springs/ Headquarters and Maintenance Area

• Walnut Grove 

• Travertine Island and Little Niagara Falls

• Buffalo Pasture and Prairie Uplands
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Concurrence Status

Inventory Status: Complete

Completion Status Explanatory Narrative:

This CLI was written and completed by Heidi Hohmann and Katarzyna Grala of Iowa State 

University.  Previous cultural landscape documentation for the Platt District, which includes the 

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, Headquarters, and Maintenance Area, was carried out in 1997 

by Kay Sallee et al., of UT Arlington.  CLI database entry was completed by Michele Curran, 

CLI Coordinator.

Concurrence Status:

YesPark Superintendent Concurrence:

Park Superintendent Date of Concurrence: 09/21/2007

National Register Concurrence: Eligible -- SHPO Consensus Determination

Date of Concurrence Determination: 07/06/2007

The Oklahoma SHPO concurred with the findings of the CLI on 7/6/2007.

National Register Concurrence Narrative:

Concurrence Graphic Information:
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

OK SHPO concurrence on the Platt Historic District CLR, including the Pavilion Springs, 

Hillside Spring, HQ/ Maint. Area component landscape, 7/6/2007.
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

CHIC Superintendent concurrence on the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters, and 

Maintenance Area CLI, 9/21/207.

Revisions Impacting Change in Concurrence:

Other

Uploaded CLR to Landscape Documents section and edited text to correct typos, May 2012.

Revision Narrative:

Geographic Information & Location Map
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Inventory Unit Boundary Description:

To the southwest, the area is initially bounded by the entry road to Headquarters and Maintenance.  At 

the entry to the Maintenance quadrangle, the boundary becomes the Maintenance Area security fence, 

with then runs along the western boundary of the area north to Rock Creek.  Rock Creek forms the 

northern boundary until it reaches the Rock Creek causeway at Black Sulphur Springs.  At this point, 

the park perimeter road becomes the area’s northern boundary.  At the beginning of the Upland Prairie 

area, the boundary line runs south, encompassing Pavilion Springs and Residence #2, which lie to the 

east.  The boundary then turns west and intersects with the perimeter road and Maintenance area entry 

road. These boundaries are shown on the site plan.

State and County:

OKState:

County: Murray County

Size (Acres):  48.00
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Boundary UTMS:

USGS Map 1:24,000Source:

PointType of Point:

NAD 27Datum:

 14UTM Zone:

 686,365UTM Easting:

 3,819,485UTM Northing:

USGS Map 1:24,000Source:

PointType of Point:

NAD 27Datum:

 14UTM Zone:

 686,285UTM Easting:

 3,819,430UTM Northing:

USGS Map 1:24,000Source:

PointType of Point:

NAD 27Datum:

 14UTM Zone:

 686,255UTM Easting:

 3,819,385UTM Northing:
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Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Location Map:

Location of Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area within the 

Platt District of CNRA.  Source: GIS base map data obtained from Department of Geology, 

Oklahoma State University (1999), augmented by Iowa State University.
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Regional Context:

CulturalType of Context:

Description:

During early pre-park years, this area of the Platt District was the central core around which 

the city of Sulphur Springs expanded. As the central core, Pavilion Springs and adjoining 

Hillside Springs never had campsites or camp facilities.  Today, the headquarters building 

remains the only structure from this early time period, as other structures date from the 1920s, 

and, predominantly, from the 1930s.  As a result, park visitors today primarily perceive a 

CCC-era, designed landscape located within wooded terrain and open uplands, and can only 

imagine the hustle and bustle of town activities of days past.

PhysiographicType of Context:

Description:

The component landscape is located in the central portion of the Platt District and is situated 

around a streamside ravine, a gently sloping, east-facing hillside and an open upland prairie 

edge.  The topography of the area changes from a lowland, wooded spring ravine near Pavilion 

Springs to a gentle, wooded hillside slope near Hillside Springs to an open Upland Prairie ridge 

on which the Headquarters and Maintenance area is located. The area may be characterized 

as floodplain, wooded stream bank of upland slopes and the open upland prairie edge.  The 

vegetation of this area is characteristic of the Eastern deciduous forest, and includes Ulmus 

(elm), Quercus (oak), Juglans (walnut), and Celtis (hackberry) species typical of the lowland 

forest association.

PoliticalType of Context:

Description:

Since 1902, when lands for Sulphur Springs Reservation were taken by the government, the 

component landscape has been under the jurisdiction of the federal government.  Since 1916, 

the park has been under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service, first as Platt National 

Park and since as Chickasaw NRA.    Lands adjacent to the component landscape boundary 

consist of federally owned park lands.

Management Information
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

General Management Information

Must be Preserved and MaintainedManagement Category:

07/20/2007Management Category Date:

The Platt Historic District, which includes the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, Headquarters, and 

Maintenance Area, was listed as a National Historic Landmark on 7/7/2011.  As a result, the landscape 

must be preserved and maintained.  Park Superintendent concurrence was received on 9/21/2007, prior 

to the formal NHL listing.

Management Category Explanatory Narrative:

NPS Legal Interest:

Fee SimpleType of Interest:

Public Access:

UnrestrictedType of Access:

Adjacent Lands Information

Do Adjacent Lands Contribute? Yes

Adjacent Lands Description:

The larger landscape of the Platt Historic District contributes to the integrity of Pavilion Springs, 

Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area component landscape.
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

National Register Information

Existing National Register Status

National Register Landscape Documentation:

SHPO Documented

National Register Explanatory Narrative:

Based on the findings of the Platt Historic District CLR, the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, 

Headquarters, and Maintenance Area component landscape, has been determined eligible for the 

National Register of Historic Places by the Oklahoma SHPO. Additionally, the Platt Historic District 

was listed as a National Historic Landmark on 7/7/2011.

Existing NRIS Information:

Other Names: Platt Historic District DOE

12/03/2001Primary Certification Date:

Platt Historic District DOE - 7/6/2007Other Certifications and Date:

Other Names: Platt Historic District DOE

12/03/2001Primary Certification Date:

Platt Historic District NHL Nomination - 7/7/2011

National Register Eligibility

Eligible -- SHPO Consensus DeterminationNational Register Concurrence:

ContributingContributing/Individual:

DistrictNational Register Classification:

NationalSignificance Level:

A - Associated with events significant to broad 

patterns of our history

Significance Criteria: 

C - Embodies distinctive construction, work of 

master, or high artistic values

Significance Criteria: 
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Period of Significance:

Time Period: AD 1933 - 1940

Historic Context Theme: Expressing Cultural Values

Subtheme: Architecture

Facet: Rustic Architecture

Time Period: AD 1933 - 1940

Historic Context Theme: Expressing Cultural Values

Subtheme: Landscape Architecture

Facet: The 1930's: Era Of Public Works

Area of Significance:

ArchitectureArea of Significance Category:

NoneArea of Significance Subcategory:

Landscape ArchitectureArea of Significance Category:

NoneArea of Significance Subcategory:

Entertainment - RecreationArea of Significance Category:

NoneArea of Significance Subcategory:

Statement of Significance:

The Platt Historic District has been determined eligible under Criteria A (association with events that 

have made a significant contribution to broad patterns of history) and C (design), as an excellent 

example of National Park recreational design.  Under Criterion A, the district is significant for its 

association with the development of National Park landscapes completed during the depression and 

funded as part of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s “New Deal” programs such as the PWA (Public Works 

Administration), WPA (Works Progress Administration), and CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps).  

Under Criterion C, the district is significant as embodying the characteristics of the type, period, and 

methods of construction typical of the “rustic style” of park design developed by the National Park 

Service in the years between World War I and World War II (1916-1942) under the leadership of 

Thomas Vint. In general terms, “rustic” park design limited development to preserve natural scenery 

and developed park architecture and landscape designs in keeping and in harmony with the natural 

landscape. In specific terms of constructing buildings, roads, and campgrounds, this meant using hand 
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Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

craftsmanship, local architectural styles and natural materials such as stone, wood and native plants in 

the park designs.  

The Platt Historic District exemplifies all of these aspects of National Park Service development, 

planning and design.  Most of the district’s extant features were designed and constructed between 

circa 1930 and 1940 (the tentative period of significance for the district, pending further research) 

during the depression years under the New Deal.  Most of the park’s construction was undertaken by 

Company 808 of the CCC, one of the largest CCC camps in Oklahoma. The park’s architecture and 

landscape design also exhibit classic “rustic” style design characteristics. Park development in the 

900-odd acres of the park is limited and preserves natural scenery and key features, such as the 

mineral springs and creeks. The buildings and landscape features constructed in the park by Company 

808 of the CCC are made of local stone and wood, emphasize the horizontal lines of the landscape, and 

merge with their surroundings in color, scale, and appearance.  It should be noted that a good number of 

the NPS-designed and CCC-constructed buildings in the district appeared as examples in the NPS’s 

summary of design techniques, the “handbook” of rustic park design, Park and Recreation Structures, 

compiled by Albert H. Good in 1938.

The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area component landscape 

comprise one component of this larger significant district landscape, and as such, reflect and contribute 

to the significance of the entire district. Although the area contains features dating to before 1930, the 

large majority of this component landscape was constructed in the 1930s by CCC crews.  In its site 

planning, architectural style, landscape architectural design and small-scale features, the Pavilion 

Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area component landscape area explicitly 

reflects the NPS principles of rustic design and construction. The buildings of the Maintenance Area 

and the two spring complexes are both excellent examples of the CCC-era landscape design projects 

undertaken in Platt National Park and throughout the country. In addition, the Administration building 

reflects earlier park usage and early settlement of the area. Because of these elements, this individual 

landscape contributes to the significance of the overall district and enables the district to convey its 

significance. Losses to the area have been few and because this component landscape exists in a 

predominantly intact state, it contributes to the integrity of the overall district.

Chronology & Physical History

Cultural Landscape Type and Use

Cultural Landscape Type: Designed

Current and Historic Use/Function:

Primary Historic Function: Recreation/Culture-Other

Primary Current Use: Recreation/Culture-Other
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Current and Historic Names:

Name Type of Name

Pavillion Springs Current

Buffalo Suck 1890-1902 Historic

Seven Springs 1890-1902 Historic

Sulphur Park, Big Tom 1902-1932 Historic

Hillside Springs Both Current And Historic

Beauty Springs 1890-1902 Historic

Headquarters Current

Leeper House 1890-1902 Historic

Maintenance Area Current

Utility Area/Industrial Area 1933-1940 Historic

Residence Area Current

Residence Compound 1933-1940 Historic

Ethnographic Study Conducted: No Survey Conducted

Chronology:

Year Event Annotation

Settled Sulphur Springs is settled around area known as “Seven 

Springs”.

AD 1885

Built “Gothic” style, wood-roofed pavilion with a wrought-iron 

cupola and four stone columns existed at Hillside Springs.

AD 1890 - 1900

Built Leeper House, constructed of native limestone, built by 

Graves Leeper, lumberyard manager. (Boeger, 141).

AD 1894

Built Various pavilion structures covered Seven Springs. Springs 

located in the area included Big Tom, Arsenic Spring, 

Little Tom Spring, Sword’s Spring, Townsley’s Spring, 

Dog Spring and an un-named spring (Charles N. Gould, 

letter to E. A. Hitchcock, Secretary of Interior, August 10, 

1906).

AD 1895 - 1902
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Established When government lease on building expired, 

Superintendent Swords made Leeper House (previously 

rented by George Schwiering for use as hardware store) 

the park offices. (Boeger, 141).

AD 1904

Developed Land Survey of Sulphur Springs Reservations shows area 

known as Seven Springs.

Built Late in year or early 1909 flagpole and outside sign 

installed at Park Office (Boeger, 80).

AD 1908

Planned Early park map shows Buckhorn Road as the primary 

access to the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs and 

Headquarters area.

Built Sewer line extension built from Park office (Boeger, 90).AD 1914

Built Wind instrument shelter box installed at park office 

(Boeger, 103).

AD 1918

Built A one story residence (now building #2) was located south 

of Pavilion Springs and east of Hillside Springs. This 

building and garage are the only remaining structures of a 

planned, 7-unit residence compound to accommodate park 

staff that was not fully implemented.

AD 1920

Built Sometime during the 1920s the picnic complex of table, 

bench, flagstone patio area and steps were constructed, 

east and downhill from building #2.

AD 1920 - 1930

Designed Drawing NP-PLA 4948  “Extension to Culverts on Rock 

Creek and Travertine Road” shows the setting of 

Superintendent’s Office, Residence #2 and #3 and early 

park access road.

AD 1933

Built Work begins on Park Office. New wing added, old part of 

building repointed.  New, wide porch added (Boeger, 141).

AD 1934

Built Hillside Springs parking area (for 22-25 cars) constructed. 

Steps from Hillside Springs parking area up to 

Headquarters building constructed.
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Built Utility Area constructed, including mule barn, maintenance 

office, and truck shop. Quadrangle was surrounded by a 

low, stone wall and  wire fence.  Entry to the court was 

through two stone columns. Area was site for all ECW 

trucks and tools, supervisory personnel. Other structures 

built included the explosives Magazine, Residence # 6, 

Garage # 11  (C. Richey and J. Miller, CCC Report, 

1934).

Built Flagstone retaining walls and terraces for equipment 

storage were constructed (probably in 1934).

Planted 600 large trees and 25,000 shrubs planted in the Hillside 

and Utility areas and at residences #1,#2,#3,#4 and #7 (C. 

Richey/ J.C. Miller quarterly report, Oct. ’34- Mar. ’35).

AD 1934 - 1935

Built Garage near residence #2 also built (CCC Report, 

October 1, 1934-March 31, 1935).

Built Work begins on Hillside Spring. Old wood pagoda-type 

pavilion is torn down; concrete tank installed, stone 

retaining wall structure built. (Boeger, 143).

AD 1935

Built Hillside Springs construction completed in June (Richey 

and Miller, CCC Report, April 1, 1935- September 30, 

1935). Small stone footbridge constructed along trail from 

Pavilion Springs to Bromide Springs.

Built Pavilion at Pavilion Springs, parking area and surrounding 

steps constructed.  Underpass pedestrian crossing 

replaced an earlier footbridge (’34) prior to the 

re-alignment of Buckhorn Road. Low-water stone 

crossing also constructed.

AD 1936 - 1937

Altered Stone column entry to Maintenance Area quadrangle 

modified. Columns were removed and replaced with wood 

poles).

AD 1940

Developed A draft CLI is written for the Platt District by Katherine 

(Kay) Sallee of the University of Texas at Arlington.

AD 1997

Developed Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and 

Maintenance Area CLI completed by Heidi Hohmann and 

Katarzyna Grala of Iowa State University.

AD 2002
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Developed Platt Historic District CLR completed by Heidi Hohmann 

and Katarzyna Grala of Iowa State University.

AD 2003 - 2004

Developed Platt Historic District NHL nomination prepared by Heidi 

Hohmann of Iowa State University. NHL nomination is 

approved and listed on 7/7/2011.

AD 2006 - 2011
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Physical History:

General Historical Overview

For additional information, refer to the 2004 Platt Historic District CLR written by Heidi 

Hohmann and Katarzyna Grala of Iowa State University.

The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area is an important part 

of the Platt District because it is the site of the original town of Sulphur Springs.  The town 

developed around an area known as “Seven Springs.”  At the heart of this area was a powerful 

spring  known as “Big Tom,” which is the spring which currently provides water at the Pavilion 

Springs Pavilion.  The waters of Big Tom and the other six springs, which contained bromide 

and other minerals, were early on perceived to cure ailments such stomach trouble, 

nervousness and rheumatism. Knowledge of the medicinal powers of these springs existed long 

before the settlement of the town, during Native American habitation of the area.

By 1885, the town of Sulphur Springs was being settled around the Seven Springs area. In 

1894, George Leeper built a house on the hill above the town and springs. Constructed of 

limestone, the house later served as a lumberyard and in 1904 would become the office for the 

recently created Sulphur Springs Reservation. 

Because it was the site of the burgeoning new town, documentation of the Pavilion Springs, 

Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area dating to the early 1900s is quite good. 

Early historic photographs show it to be a typical frontier town. Mercantile stores, lodging 

accommodations and private residences sprang-up around the central open area where the 

springs bubbled out of the ground. The springs were named Big Tom, Arsenic Spring, Little 

Tom Spring, Sword’s Spring, Townsley’s Spring, and Dog Spring. There was also an unnamed 

spring, which brought the total to seven.  The 1904 Land Survey of Sulphur shows the area 

around the springs as open and unplanted. Farm animals roamed freely throughout this town 

square and throughout the entire bathhouse era.  

By the early 1900s, Big Tom was sheltered by an open-sided wood-frame pavilion, the style of 

the pavilion was altered at least once in the coming years.  Changes to the structure are 

revealed in historic photographs.  The pavilion also appears on an early Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Map dating to 1903.  This map also shows the location of Hillside Spring and the Leeper 

House.  Streets were also organized around the central town square area, as shown on the 

1903 insurance map.

When the Sulphur Springs Reservation was established in 1902, the town of Sulphur was forced 

to move south and west, away from the springs around which it had been founded. Most of the 

buildings around the Seven Springs area were slowly either torn down or moved away.  Streets 

were also obliterated. With the removal of around 830 old town buildings and the town streets, 

the only remaining structures for tourist facilities consisted of two pavilions (wood and stone 

construction) around the springs and the Leeper House, which was used as park offices. In 

1908 a flagpole was installed at the Leeper House and on August 9, 1918, J. P. Slaughter, 

meteorologist from the Oklahoma Weather Bureau Office established a small weather 
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observation station (rain gauge and thermometers for minimum and maximum temperature) at 

the Leeper House. Records have been maintained in the park every day since, though the 

instruments are now located near the Bromide Ranger Station.

A plan from 1913 (NP-PLA-1040-2) shows some of these features. More significantly, though, 

the plan also shows the area accessed by Buckhorn Road, which winds around Pavilion Springs 

to the east.  Apparently the ring of streets which existed previously around the Pavilion as 

shown in the 1903 insurance plan were eliminated, and only the road to the east (formerly East 

Street) used for access. Historic photographs confirm this location of the roadway. This eastern 

road access is, of course, not how the road exists today.  

As the park developed, tourism increased. Throughout the period of 1902-1933, park facilities, 

administration and services grew.  The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters, and 

Maintenance area began to change to reflect these needs. Some of these changes are shown 

on drawing NP-PLA-4948 which dates to 1933. This plan shows Buckhorn Road in its previous 

location, as well as a series of new roads accessing new features.  These features included two 

residences (labeled Residence #3 and #4) and an associated shed.  These buildings were built 

in the 1920s to provide housing for park staff.  Other features include an Elk Paddock and a 

Buffalo Paddock, which housed animals that an early Superintendent had brought to the park as 

tourist attractions.  Within the Elk Paddock was a pond, which was perhaps created to provide 

water for the elk, which did not appreciate Oklahoma’s warm summers. The Buffalo Paddock 

was located east of Pavilion Springs, in contrast to its current location.  A wagon camp is also 

shown east of the Elk Paddock in the approximate location of today’s Maintenance Area.

This map also shows the Leeper House, now labeled “Superintendent’s Office” and access 

roads to both this office and the new residences. A pavilion is also shown near Hillside Springs.  

The map also shows a set of dashed lines running along the south side of Rock Creek and 

which connect with Lincoln Bridge and Hillside Spring.  These appear to be roads or trails or 

perhaps the proposed Buckhorn Road realignment, which would occur a few years later.

One of the first projects undertaken by the CCC crews in the area was the remodeling of the 

Leeper House, which had been the park offices for many years.   The original building was a 

two room structure of native yellow limestone with wood window and door frames.  It had a 

hip roof with wood shingle shakes and raised verandah porch along its east and north side. The 

original front entrance was from the north side.

CCC crews added an addition (32 by 43 feet) on the west end. The addition provided space to 

house the park’s museum, as well as a washroom and a filing room.  The addition was 

constructed of a gray-blue limestone similar to that used in the original structure. Superintendent 

Branch, in a quarterly report stated that “a very successful attempt was made to duplicate the 

masonry of the existing structure which was of the rubble type by using rock (a gray-blue 

limestone) from the quarry where the original rock was obtained.”  CCC masons also made a 

concerted effort to replicate the segmental arched window patterns of the existing building.  

Here, the porch retains its original dark brown cooler and provides a shaded area for park 

personnel that is away from the public view and the road. Perhaps as a result of the remodeling 
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the front entrance to the building was moved to the south. 

Not too far away from the Headquarters building the CCC crews undertook one of the largest 

building projects ever attempted in the park: the design of the Maintenance area. This “Utility 

Area” was designed as three buildings built in a form of a quadrangle, so that all buildings faced 

an open area.  A low limestone rubble wall further enclosed the  utilitarian compound.  The 

buildings in the compound consisted of a truck shed on the north, a mule barn on the west, and 

a maintenance office on the south. A CCC Report by C. Richey and J. Miller, states that this 

compound historically “house[d] all ECW trucks and tools, the Office bldg. (south side) 

house[d] the supervisory personnel.  Cost of materials was $440.00 and 1,224 man-days 

(September.30, 1934 3rd enrollment period).  The buildings were designed to be in keeping with 

NPS rustic design, and utilized limestone masonry and timbered roofs.  Richey, in a later report 

to his superiors noted that construction  “presents a fine appearance” and reflected the park 

theme (Field Trip Report, May –June 1934).

Early park photos show different construction periods of this plaza courtyard.  The primary 

focal point of this compound was the entry, flanked by stone columns.  The columns were 

connected to a stone wall that encircled the compound, and the wall was topped by a chain link 

fence.

Another early CCC project in the area was the construction of Hillside Spring.  This spring was 

originally known as Beauty Springs.  During the 1920s, the area contained an open, 

pagoda-style pavilion. Seen in an early postcard, the pavilion had a hip roof with a wrought-iron 

cupola that was supported by stone masonry columns at the corners of the roof.  The pavilion 

was located just down the hill from the Leeper House in a hidden draw. A few stone walls 

were located along the slope between the structures. By the 1930s, Hillside Spring had been in 

need of protection and improvement for several years. 

As a result, the area was completely recreated in the mid-1930s by CCC crews. It appears that 

the design of the spring and the surrounding areas were considered together, since work began 

with the realignment of Buckhorn road to the west of Pavilion Spring.  The road was realigned 

to the opposite side of Pavilion Spring and then widened and paved.

Shortly after the road project was more or less completed, during the 3rd CCC enrollment 

period, the Hillside Spring and Pavilion Spring parking areas were constructed. Oblong in shape, 

they each provided space for 25 to 30 cars and were designed to intrude minimally in the 

landscape. 

In 1935, late in the fourth enrollment period, the old pavilion structure at Hillside was removed 

by the CCC and replaced by a smaller grotto-shaped yellow limestone retaining wall. The 

design included a spring container behind the retaining wall, which was tucked into a hillside and 

was situated several feet below the parking area.  Construction was completed in June of 1935.  

Total man-days were 5348 and material cost was $3,093.00.  During this six-month period an 

outbreak of spinal meningitis delayed the work progress for three weeks. As CCC enrollees 

were under quarantine, a crew composed entirely of foremen worked the three week period 
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planting large trees and did stone and brick work at the Administration building and the Hillside 

Springs retaining wall (C. Richey and J. Miller, CCC Report, April 1, 1935 –September 30, 

1935).

Another aspect of the work at Hillside Spring, included the design of plantings around the spring 

and parking area.  These were intended to screen parking and provide some vertical interest 

and enclosure in the otherwise open landscape. During 1934 and 1935, 600 large trees and 

25,000 shrubs were planted in the Hillside and Utility areas and elsewhere in the parkAn 

additional 10,000 trees and shrubs were planted in both Bromide Springs and Pavilion Springs in 

1936 and 1937. Because of their dense, evergreen nature, cedar trees, as well as deciduous 

trees were used in many of these plantings to provide the desired enclosure.

Pavilion Springs was constructed a bit later than Hillside Springs. The design of the Pavilion 

Springs Pavilion began in 1935, when plans were sent to the San Francisco office for study.  

The drawings included  plans, sections and elevations  (Drawing NP-PLA-3050-A, C. Richey 

and J. Miller, CCC Report, September 30, 1935).  Work on the structure began in the fall of 

1936 and the building opened to the public on August 22, 1937, though the water analysis signs 

were not yet complete.  Work on Pavilion Springs took longer than expected.  One major 

setback was due to the stone chosen for the structure, which required much hand cutting by 

CCC workers to conform to design specifications.  In a CCC report, it was stated “this 

sand-conglomerate cap work will not be used in future structures if any other type of stone can 

be found available” (CCC Report, April 21 to May 30, 1937).

In the mid 1930s, changes were also made to the residential cluster south of Pavilion Springs. 

Park policy during this period was to make residences less conspicuous, even though they were 

out of path and view to park visitors.    In 1935, Residence #2 was remodeled, and a garage 

was built to accompany it.  This garage (now building #9) was built during the fourth enrollment 

period. In addition, the CCC built some features in the residential landscape, so that it was more 

pleasing and fitting the topography.  Alterations included the removal of stone retaining walls 

and outcroppings of stone ledges and regrading 100 loads of new soil that was brought in to the 

area.

In 1946 the museum was moved from the Leeper House Museum and converted into the 

Superintendent Office.  The old Superintendent Office was made into the park central file 

room.
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Early view of Big Tom and Seven Springs area with Harper Hotel in the background, 

circa 1900.

(CNRA archives,  photograph OLDPAV.1)
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Early torn photograph of pavilion over Seven Springs and Big Tom at present location of 

Pavilion Spring, 1904.

(CNRA archives, photograph PvSp.1904-a)
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Early Sulphur Springs, prior to town moving, circa 1902. Hillside spring is located in the 

lower left corner and Pavilion Springs is in the center of the photograph.Park Hotel is 

the large building at top center.(CNRA archives, photograph SULPHURsprg).
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Parade around town square and Pavilion Springs, circa 1900.

(CNRA archives, photograph oldPavMar)
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Pavilion Springs, circa 1910. 

(CNRA archives, photograph PAVILIONsprg)
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Headquarters Building, showing addition,  south entry, flagpole, and weather equipment, 

1953.

(CNRA archives, photograph 2318)

Maintenance Compound after construction and prior to landscaping, circa 1934.Note 

stone entry columns and stone wall around courtyard.Buildings left to right are the 

Maintenance Office, Mule Barn and Truck Shed.(CNRA archives, photograph Industrial 

CCC)

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 29 of 98



Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Maintenance area stone wall under construction, 1935. Note the Maintenance Office 

(left) and Mule Barn (right).

(CNRA archives, photograph fac.18.a)
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Stone columns, wall, and chain-link fence at entrance to Maintenance Area, circa 1940.

(CNRA archives, photograph adm.UA)
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Early pavilion at Hillside Spring, with Leeper House at top of slope, circa 1907. Note 

porch stairs on the north side of the Leeper House. 

(CNRA archives,  photograph 7(pla))
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Buckhorn Road realignment, looking south from Hillside Springs across open upland 

prairie, circa 1933

(CNRA archives, photograph rd.14.a)
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Buckhorn Road realignment looking south at Pavilion Springs with parking area at 

Pavilion Springs to the right, circa 1933.

(CNRA archives, photograph rd.13.a)
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Hillside Springs spring container and retaining wall under construction, 1934.(CNRA 

archives, Photograph from Quarterly Report (October 1, 1934-March 31, 1935)
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Hillside Spring after construction and grading, 1935. Note open condition around 

spring, prior to plantings.

(CNRA archives, photograph fac.08.A)
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Cedar plantings around the Hillside Springs parking area, near the steps (left) leading 

up to the Administration Building, circa 1936.

(CNRA archives, photograph veg.09.a)
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Cedar plantings around the Hillside Springs parking area, looking down from the 

Administration Building, circa 1940.

(CNRA archives, photograph veg.01.a)
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Analysis & Evaluation of Integrity

Analysis and Evaluation of Integrity Narrative Summary:

The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area is a complex area 

organized into three functional clusters: a natural spring area, park maintenance and storage area and 

park administration area. The oldest area of the park, with structures dating to the time of Sulphur 

Spring’s settlement, prior to the creation of the park, the area has a long history.  A fair amount of 

change has occurred throughout its history, as town building gave way to early park construction which 

in turn led to CCC activity on the site. In fact, most features within the area exhibit typical NPS rustic 

design principles. In analyzing the area, however, the change that has occurred between the end of the 

period of significance (1933-1940) and the present day, is the most important to determine for 

assessing integrity and significance. Depending on the area, these changes vary from minimal to 

moderate.  Overall, however, broad scale features such as topography, vegetation, and land use have 

shown relatively little change, with most change occurring to small-scale features.

The major contributing features within this component landscape are Pavilion Springs (and associated 

residence), Hillside Springs, Headquarters, and Maintenance (or “Utility Area”).  These areas have 

individualized histories and today exhibit different levels of change. 

Pavilion Springs

Pavilion Springs is a pedestrian/ passive recreation area focused around the dispensing of mineral 

water.  Some change has occurred to this area since 1940.  These changes primarily include the loss 

of canopy trees and minor changes to circulation. Otherwise all major buildings and features remain 

intact. A recent road project impacted the area somewhat, with the construction of new curbs and 

guardrail along Highway 177 which are adjacent to the landscape.  Some change has also occurred to 

the park residence located north of the pavilion.  However, changes here are not visible to the general 

public and do not significant affect the integrity of the overall landscape.

Hillside Springs

Some 400 feet southwest of Pavilion Springs and adjacent to Highway 177 is Hillside Springs. A 

hidden grotto, the spring is accessed by a parking lot.  All built elements (steps, walls) in this area 

appear to be quite similar to the way they existed at the end of the period of significance, despite 

repairs to the spring’s retaining wall-like structure undertaken in the 1950s and 1960s.  The major 

change in the area is the change in vegetation.  What was once a relatively open site is now enclosed 

by dense vegetation, including red cedars.  This change, however, appears to be part of the intended 

design, since the enclosure is the result of tree planting which occurred in the 1930s.  

Headquarters

The park’s Headquarters building—located a few hundred feet uphill from Hillside Springs—is the 

only remaining structure from the settlement period of early Sulphur Springs. In 1902 it became the 

park headquarters, and in 1934, CCC crews constructed the building’s addition, which was utilized as a 

museum.  Today the building and addition functions as learning canter and will be used for park service 

training.  Changes in the landscape around the building primarily consist of minor pathway, parking, and 
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vegetative changes. 

Maintenance Area (Utility Area)

This area historically housed all park vehicles and maintenance equipment.  Today, it is still used for 

maintenance, though some of the buildings’ original functions (such as housing park mules) are no 

longer relevant.  Other changes include the additions and subtractions of temporary sheds for storage 

and the loss of stone columns flanking the entry to this courtyard. These were removed to 

accommodate larger park equipment.

Below is a list of contributing and non-contributing elements within the overall component landscape.  

In addition, there is a listing of LCS structures to clarify which LCS listings are located within this 

component landscape.

CONTRIBUTING FEATURES:

— Natural System Features (Rock Creek)

— Spatial Organization (Division of area by Highway 177, separation of 4 areas)

— Cultural Traditions (use for accessing and enjoying mineral water)

— Land Use (storage, recreation)

— Topography (upland, hillside, and stream ravine)

— Vegetation (Eastern deciduous forest canopy, CCC plantings)

— Circulation (Highway 177 Underpass, entry roads and parking areas, Trails #3, #4, #5)

— Buildings and Structures (Pavilion Springs Pavilion, Hillside Spring structure, Utility Buildings, 

Headquarters Building, Leeper House, Residences, Garage)

— Small Scale Features (Steps, Maintenance Area walls, curbing, low-water crossing, bridges)

— Views and Vistas (interior views)

NONCONTRIBUTING FEATURES:

— Circulation (asphalt walkways at Headquarters Building)

— Structures (Non-historic buildings in Maintenance area: foreman’s office, portable water testing 

laboratory, museum collection building,  and storage buildings; carport addition and television receiver 

at Residence #6 and at Leeper house)

— Small Scale Features (Metal and plank bridge east of Pavilion Springs Parking area; Memorial at 

Administration Building; information station northwest of Pavilion Springs near former amphitheater)

Analysis of Integrity

Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its historical significance.  Integrity is based on the 

presence of physical features dating to the historic period, and is further defined by seven aspects, 

which are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  A property, to 

convey its significance, must have integrity in several if not all of the aspects. Below is a preliminary 

analysis of the integrity of the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area. 

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 40 of 98



Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

Location  

All buildings, structures, foot-trails, stone water-crossings and parking areas are in the same location as 

during the period of significance.  Though a few small-scale features have been removed over time, 

the multiple elements of this landscape remain in their original locations.  Integrity of location is high.

Design

The integrity of the component landscape’s overall layout and design is high, due to little change.  All 

major buildings and structures exist in their historic locations. This is particularly true at Hillside and 

Pavilion Springs. There have, however, been some losses to small scale features, such as bridges and 

the Maintenance area’s stone columns. These losses of small scale features however do not have a 

major impact on the design.  

Similarly, in some locations additions have impinged on the design. This is most obvious in the 

Maintenance area where numerous new buildings have been added.  However, these structures are 

not within casual view to park visitors, and are in keeping with the function of the area.  In addition, 

their addition has not eliminated extant historic structures. Similarly, vegetative patterns do not seem to 

have changed greatly since the period of significance, and have developed as the designers intended.  

This is manifested by the fact that the area has more trees and vegetation—and sense of enclosure—

than existed historically, due to the planting work undertaken by CCC crews.  Circulation has also 

changed little, though there have been some eliminations of driveways to residential structures no 

longer extant and to the walkways at the Headquarters Building.  These changes are not significant, 

however.  Most importantly, the landscape continues to function and be used as it was designed and 

used historically as a recreational landscape for experiencing mineral waters.  Integrity of design is 

high. 

Setting 

Integrity of setting is also quite high. The setting is much as it existed at the end of the period of 

significance. This is due to the fact that the landscape is surrounded by other park lands which have 

not changed greatly over the years. Perhaps the largest change that has occurred is near the 

Maintenance Area, which has expanded so that the utility quadrangle has a larger setting of 

maintenance vehicles. Parking in the maintenance area can also be quite congested at busy times.  

However, this is a rather localized phenomenon. and does not affect the rest of the component 

landscape.  The setting continues to be a naturalized, forest and prairie setting around two of the park’

s principal springs.

Materials

The integrity of materials is high.  Buildings such as the Pavilion, Leeper House, and small-scale 

features such as steps, retaining walls, curbing, and low water crossings mostly retain their original 

materials of wood and limestone.  A few metal railings have been added to some structures, but such 

material changes could be reversed or constructed in a more sympathetic way. The materiality of the 

overall landscape—its vegetation and biotic character and surfacing of asphalt, gravel, and turf—is 

also extant in its historic condition.  Material substitutions have generally not been made in these cases.  
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Natural vegetation as described in 1937 by park scientists also seems primarily intact today and 

vegetation patterns do not appear to have changed significantly since 1937-38. As a result of this lack 

of change in materials, the area still reflects strongly NPS rustic design principles.  Integrity of 

materials may be considered to be high.  

Workmanship

The integrity of masonry and craftsmanship of foot trails/ steps, curbing, shelter enclosures and 

retaining walls —massive, both informal and formal faced—was historically high due to the handwork 

undertaken by CCC crews.  The workmanship of all areas, and particularly Pavilion Springs, Hillside 

Springs,  and the Maintenance Area all reflect a high level of construction skill. This workmanship is 

still evident today since most elements are extant. Repairs to elements have been few and have 

generally been made in a sensitive manner.  Integrity of workmanship for the Pavilion Springs, Hillside 

Springs, Headquarters, and Maintenance Area is high.

Feeling

The integrity of feeling is high.  The natural setting —open upland prairie, wooded hillside and wooded 

floodplain terrain— offers a similar sense of openness and enclosure that existed historically in the 

area.  Feeling may be judged to be high in part because integrity of setting and location are high.  In 

addition, integrity of feeling is high because the individual areas of the landscape maintain their original 

uses, ensuring that sight, sound, and haptic experience of the places are as they were historically.   The 

spring areas housed recreational activities and the maintenance area housed working activities.  The 

sights, sounds and feeling of these areas are  intact.

 

Association

The integrity of association is high.  Because the area’s original design and development are retained 

as are its use as a passive recreation park, integrity of association of the area with NPS recreational  

park development  is judged, from a preliminary standpoint, to be high. The area’s association with 

mineral springs and hence with the origin of the town of Sulphur are also judged to be high because of 

the continuing use of the area as a mineral spring.

Overall Rating

Overall integrity for the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area is high.  

All aspects of integrity have been judged to be high, and thus overall integrity is high. Essential features 

area retained and visible, in general, modifications to the area have been slight. Retention of historic 

character is high.

Landscape Characteristic:

Archeological Sites

N/A

Buildings and Structures

There are numerous buildings and structures at the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, 

Headquarters and Maintenance area and these buildings represent several architectural styles 

from different periods.  In particular, Residences #6 and #2 and the Leeper House are 
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representative of buildings constructed prior to 1933.  Most of the other buildings belong to the 

CCC era of 1933-1940.  There are also a few more contemporary, non-contributing structures. 

As noted above, the park’s current LCS lists 24 structures. Individual descriptions of important 

buildings and structures are provided below.

Pavilion Springs Pavilion:  The Pavilion is roughly 30 feet by 55 feet with a subfloor and wall 

footings constructed as monolithic slab of concrete.  The stonework is limestone of a rough 

natural character with weathered surface exposed and boulders are as large as possible and 

decrease in height from bottom to top.  The buttress corner elements are untrimmed and appear 

as natural ledges/ outcroppings.  The Pavilion is hipped roofed with the wood-shake- shingled 

roof supported on massive wood timbers.  

Steps from the parking area and from both ends of the Pavilion lead visitors into the building’s 

open interior. The building is set below the grade of the parking area, providing a strong sense 

of seclusion and enclosure. The building’s interior focuses on the large oval boulder from which 

the water of ‘Big Tom’ flows into a small basin pool.  Visitors can sit on the stone benches 

along the walls, freely taste the water and quietly contemplate the historic setting of Pavilion 

Springs.  From the basin, the water is channeled (underground) out of the Pavilion to re-emerge 

and mingle with other small streams running downslope toward Rock Creek. 

The building and its setting exists predominantly as it did at the end of the period of significance. 

Other small-scale features surrounding Pavilion Springs are discussed under the Small-scale 

Features.

Residence #2:  Residence #2 is located down a private road from the parking area of Pavilion 

Springs. It is one of two pre-CCC era residences surviving today. This gable-roofed, one-story 

residence is 32 by 35 feet and is of wood frame construction.  The structure was remodeled by 

the CCC in 1935.  Today, Residence #2 is finished with cream-painted stucco, wood shingle 

roof and wood gable ends stained traditional NPS brown. A chain link fence surrounds the 

house. It is intact and used.

Garage #9: Building #9 is a garage located near residence #2.  The garage was constructed 

during the CCC era in 1935.  It is of wood frame construction, covered with wide horizontal 

pine siding, and originally had wood shingle roof (CCC report, Oct. 1st, ’34 – Mar. 31st, ’35).  

This structure sits on a concrete base and is stained traditional NPS brown.  A recent framed 

carport added to the structure and a flat shingle roof are not contributing features. The building 

is intact and used.

Small-scale features in the area, including trail steps leading from Residence #2, a flagstone 

patio, table, and benches, and a pond and stone dams from the park’s early golf course will be 

discussed in the section on Small-scale Features.

Hillside Springs:  Hillside Spring links Pavilion Springs to the park’s Headquarters Building.  It is 
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located adjacent to Highway 177, separated by a parking area.  The spring is designed as a 

retaining wall, set into the slope of the hillside below the Administration building.  Behind the 

retaining wall is a concrete tank where spring water is collected.  It is then dispensed into a 

circular basin set into the central portion of the wall.  The basin is framed by a masonry 

keystone arch.  Two small bubblers on either side of the basin fill the basin, which overflows 

into a runnel.  The runnel runs across a flagstone patio and drains into a naturalized stream 

below.

The shallow basin is flanked by symmetrical, curved walls that step down in height in four 

segments that embrace the flagstone patio. At the base of these semi-circular walls are stone 

seats for visitors.  Visitors access the area from the parking lot via a set of stone steps that lead 

down to the grotto-like area.

The spring water contains arsenic, as a sign above the circular basin, warns that drinking this 

water is not safe.  It is unclear whether this water was consumed during earlier times in the 

park or whether it was simply applied to the skin to heal skin ailments or lighten skin color.

Today the area is well enclosed by forest vegetation, a condition quite different than the  way it 

existed at the end of the period of significance, when plantings were just beginning to mature. 

Seepage behind the northwestern wall is something of an issue, and flows are great enough to 

make the western half of the patio area wet at times.  The storage tank behind the wall has 

been repaired once, in the 1950s or 1960s. Despite these structural problems, the area exists 

much as it did historically.

Administration/ Headquarters Building:  A short distance up from Hillside Springs is the 

Administration Building, a remnant of pre-park vernacular architecture dating to 1894.  In 1904 

the building (known as the Leeper House) became the office for the park superintendent.  To 

facilitate park service ideals and to present the building as the official NPS presence the original 

building (60 by 37 feet) was remodeled by the CCC in 1934 with an addition placed on the 

buildings west end.  The original building was a two room structure with a raised verandah 

along its east and north side. The original entrance was from the north side, but was later 

moved to the south.  Today, the porch retains its original dark brown cooler and provides a 

shaded area away from public view and the road for park personnel. The Administration 

building sits among large shade trees on a gently sloping lawn.  The building exists in the 

landscape much as it did at the end of the period of significance.

Mule Barn/ Warehouse/ Office/Building #36:  The former Mule Barn (38 feet x 57 feet) is 

located on the west side of the quadrangle and is of stone and wood construction (board and 

batten/ stone foundation). It is situated on a hillside, with front and back entries at two different 

grades.  The three doors on the back side permit maintenance vehicles to enter.  Historically, 

this area protected the park’s mules.  This massively proportioned structure of stone and wood 

reflects stability, sturdiness and craftsmanship and has a shingle roof with wood gable ends. 

The building is predominantly intact, but has a use different than its historic use.
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Maintenance Office/ Crew Room/ Building #37:  The maintenance office (30 feet x 50 feet) is 

located on the south side of the quadrangle and is constructed of rubble masonry and has 

wood-framed windows and doors.  This structure is similar to CCC comfort stations. It has a 

shingle roof with wood gables.  The building uses both limestone and vertical siding for its walls. 

The building is predominantly intact, but has a use different than its historic use.

Truck Shed/ Maintenance Shop/ Building #38:  The Truck Shed (32 feet x 64 feet) is located on 

the north side of the quadrangle and has board and batten siding and a stone foundation.  This 

structure has a shingle roof with wood gable ends. Board and batten siding faces the front 

(south side) while the other sides (north, east and west) are masonry stone walls. The building 

is predominantly intact, and has a use close to its historic use.

Residence #6:  Residence #6 was built in 1902.  It is of wood frame construction and sits on a 

concrete base (30 feet x 35 feet).   The building has a small entry porch. The exterior walls are 

covered with wide, horizontal pine siding while the gable ends have vertical siding.  The roof is 

shingled.  This building was moved to its present location from the Buffalo Pasture in 1931.  A 

carport was added to the building, and is considered to be a non-contributing building feature. 

The structure is located just outside the compound entry to the north. It is intact and currently 

used as the Facility Management office.

Garage #11: Near Residence #6 is a garage.  It was constructed by the CCC and is of wood 

frame construction.  This structure has a shingled gable roof.  The building has wide, 

horizontally placed pine siding and is stained NPS brown.  The structure is located just outside 

the compound entry to the north. It is intact and used.

Other Buildings:  Other buildings have become part of the Maintenance Area since its 

construction. Most of these buildings are situated around the original quadrangle. This increase 

in buildings is due to the need to house both more and larger vehicles. Though these buildings 

are of metal and wood construction, they maintain the original design theme and are well out of 

sight, sitting on the gently sloping terrain. These buildings, which will not be considered in detail 

here, consist of storage areas, an archives building, truck sheds, carports and a mobile office 

building. Buildings that are closer in location to the original plan are the Maintenance Foreman’s 

Office (a frame building on cinder blocks, originally a barber shop moved from the Vendome 

property after it was acquired) and a portable water testing laboratory. Both of these buildings 

are non-contributing features.

Character-defining Features:

Leeper HouseFeature:

 120106Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

12509IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Leeper House
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B-039LCS Structure Number:

Hillside SpringsFeature:

 120108Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62885IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Hillside Springs

HSLCS Structure Number:

Mule BarnFeature:

 120110Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62890IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Mule Barn

B-036LCS Structure Number:

M Office B-037 LCS 62891Feature:

 120112Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62890IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Mule Barn

B-036LCS Structure Number:

Truck Shed B-038 LCS 62892Feature:

 120114Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62892IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Truck Shed

B-038LCS Structure Number:

Residence #6Feature:

 120116Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62898IDLCS Number:
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LCS Structure Name: Residence #6

B-006LCS Structure Number:

Garage #11Feature:

 120118Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62899IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Garage #11

B-011LCS Structure Number:

PS PavilionFeature:

 120120Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62939IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Pavilion

B-018LCS Structure Number:

PS ResidenceFeature:

 120122Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62941IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Residence

B-002LCS Structure Number:

PS GarageFeature:

 120124Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62942IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Residence Garage

B-009LCS Structure Number:

Explosives MagazineFeature:

 120126Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:
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264020IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Explosives Magazine

B-042LCS Structure Number:

Landscape Characteristic Graphics:

View of Pavilion west from parking area, 1992.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Residence #2 located south of Pavilion Springs, 1993.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Garage #9 near Residence #2 south of Pavilion Springs area, 1993. Note the carport 

addition, which is not contributing. 

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Existing conditions at Hillside Springs, 2000.

(Photograph by harlen Groe)
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Administration building, circa 1940. Note addition

 to the left of the entry door and the log sign.

(CHIC archive photograph 186)
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Existing conditions of the CCC addition to the Administration building, 1992.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Mule Barn in the Maintenance area, 1993.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Maintenance Office/ Crew Room in the Maintenance Area, 1992.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Truck Shed in  Maintenance area, 1993.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Residence #6 just outside Maintenance Compound, 1992.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Garage #11 adjacent to Residence #6, 1993.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)

Circulation

Vehicular and pedestrian circulation patterns today exist much as they did during the period of 

significance. As noted in the history section, above, changes to circulation primarily occurred in 

the years after 1902, when the town relocated, and then again in the mid 1930s as part of the 

CCC developments within the area. 

The primary vehicular circulation within the area is Highway 177, which bisects the component 

landscape. In 2001 this section of the Highway through the component landscape was repaved 

and curbs were added in some sections to improve drainage.  A new guardrail was also 

installed above Pavilion Springs. These changes have impinged on historic conditions somewhat, 

but were necessary to improve road safety.  The Highway 177 Underpass is described under 

Small-scale Features below.

Entry roads provide further vehicular access to Headquarters and the Maintenance area, to 

Pavilion Springs and Residence #2, and to the former Amphitheater area. Of these, the 

Headquarters road and the Pavilion Springs entry road are paved in asphalt.  These entry roads 

exist much as they did during the period of significance, although the Headquarters road has 

been widened near the Administration building to provide a small parking area.  Additional loops 

in the Maintenance area have also been added in an informal way, accessing the new buildings 
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in this area.  Roads leading to the second residence south of Pavilion Spring were obliterated 

when those residences were obliterated.  These changes, however, are relatively minor 

vehicular circulation changes.

Vehicular circulation includes the two designed parking areas, one at Hillside Spring and one at 

Pavilion Spring. Both these parking areas are much as they were originally designed and 

developed, for about 25 automobiles each. The parking area at Hillside is particularly intact, 

including original flagstone curbing.

Pedestrian circulation within and around this component landscape appears to have been 

designed to take advantage of some of the old streets and roadways of the pre-park area.  

Additional research and map overlays might better confirm this.  Regardless, today pedestrian 

circulation is defined as a series of trails within the landscape.  On the north end of the Pavilion 

Springs parking area, park users can take Trail #5 east to connect with Trail #4 which leads 

west to Travertine Bridge and east to Antelope and Buffalo Springs. Trail #5 accesses Pavilion 

Springs along an east west access and moves through the area past Pavilion Springs and under 

the Highway 177 Underpass.  Just west of the underpass, the trail divides.  To the north, Trail 

#3 leads across a low water crossing and down to the Lincoln Bridge and Flower Park through 

the former Amphitheater area.  To the south, Trail #3 leads up a stone stairway to Hillside 

Springs and thence up another flight of stairs to Headquarters and the Buffalo Pasture. To the 

west, Trail #2 (Bromide Hill Trail) leads to the Bromide Springs and Bromide Hill area. Other 

pedestrian walkways in the area include a short, stepping stone path from Residence #2 to its 

associated picnic area. In general, pedestrian paths and trails appear to exist in their original, 

historic locations and conditions.  Some erosion and drainage issues exist along some portions of 

some pathways.

Character-defining Features:

HS Parking Area w/Stone Wall & CurbFeature:

 120158Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62887IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Hillside Springs Parking Area w/Stone Wall & Curbs

HS.ALCS Structure Number:

PS Parking AreaFeature:

 120162Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62943IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Parking Area

PS.CLCS Structure Number:
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PS Trail #5  Stone Walk and UnderpassFeature:

 120166Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62944IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Trail #5 Stone Walk @ Underpass

TR-005.ALCS Structure Number:

PS Trail #5Feature:

 120170Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62994IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Trail #5

TR-005LCS Structure Number:

Parking Lot Near Leeper HouseFeature:

 120172Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

405059IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Parking Lot near Leeper House

ADMIN.BLCS Structure Number:

Maintenance Area Access Road & CompoundFeature:

 120174Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

405348IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Maintenance Area Access Road & Compound

MAINT.CLCS Structure Number:

Former Superintendent's Res. Dr. & Clvt.Feature:

 120176Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

413346IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Former Superintendent's Residence Drive & Culvert
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PS.FLCS Structure Number:

Explosives Magazine Access Rd. & FeatureFeature:

 120178Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

443722IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Explosives Magazine Access Road & Assoc. 

Features

MAINT.DLCS Structure Number:

Landscape Characteristic Graphics:

Parking area at Hillside Springs with walkway steps leading up to Headquarters

 (left) and  to Hillside Springs (center right), 1993. 

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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View of Trail #3 from west of underpass, showing flagstone walk and stone low-water 

crossing looking south, 1992.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 62 of 98



Chickasaw NRA - Travertine District

Pavilion Springs, Hillside Spring, HQ/Maint. Area

View of Headquarters Building up from Trail #3 from Hillside Springs, 1993.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)

Cluster Arrangement

N/A

Constructed Water Features

N/A

Cultural Traditions

The major cultural tradition in this area is, and continues to be the enjoyment and use of mineral 

waters.  This cultural tradition dates back to the earliest inhabitation of the site by Native 

Americans, who recognized the significance of the mineral waters and eventually deeded them 

to the government to ensure their continued protection.  The traditional use of the mineral 

waters continued through the early settlement of the town in the 1880s through the CCC years, 
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when the Pavilion Springs Pavilion and the Hillside Springs court-like structure were 

constructed to provide access to the mineral waters.  The access and dispensation of the 

waters at both of these areas continues unabated to the present day. The only change is the 

importance of mineral water as a medical treatment.  Today, the use of mineral water as a 

treatment for medical ailments is less popular and important than it was in the late 1800s and 

early 1900s.

Land Use

Land use within the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area has 

varied over time.  Initially, the area was used by Native Americans as a place to access the 

healing mineral waters of the springs.  Later, the site became the location of the town of 

Sulphur Springs, and since 1902 and the creation of Sulphur Springs Reservation, the use of the 

area has been as a gathering place for the sampling of mineral water.  Similarly, the area has 

also been used for park administration since 1904, when park offices were located in the 

Leeper House. In the 1920s and 1930s, residences were also added to the component 

landscape. During the CCC era all administration and service facilities were organized within 

this component landscape.

Today, the component landscape of Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and 

Maintenance continues to serve as a visitor day-use area, park headquarters and as the parks’ 

residence unit. Land use has therefore changed little, the area maintaining its functions as a 

public space for experiencing the springs and as the park’s training and maintenance center.

Natural Systems and Features

The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area has natural 

topographic features of a heavily wooded stream ravine, a gently sloping, north-facing hillside 

and an open upland prairie edge.  One important natural feature of this component is its 

vegetation which is described below as a separate landscape feature.

Water is likely the most important natural feature in the area. The landscape is set around the 

area once known as “Seven Springs.” Hillside Spring and Pavilion Springs are the two 

remaining contemporary manifestations of those original seven springs. There are other 

seepage areas around these springs, however, and these unnamed springs are likely part of the 

original water springs as well.  The springs contain minerals, particularly concentrations of 

bromide (at Pavilion Spring) and arsenic (at Hillside Spring). Another natural water feature 

moving through this area is Rock Creek, which flows along the landscape’s northern boundary. 

Another stream whose source is east of Pavilion Springs flows past the spring through the 

Highway 177 Underpass and drains into Rock Creek.  Additional springs near the northwest 

corner of the Pavilion feed this stream as well.  

The current conditions of the streams and springs appear to represent the natural feature 

conditions at the end of the period of significance.  Of course, the streams and springs were 

configured differently during the era of settlement and early park development, when the Seven 

Springs area was the core of the new town of Sulphur Springs.
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Small Scale Features

Many small-scale features contribute to the character of the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, 

Headquarters and Maintenance area.  These are described below and are grouped with their 

functional clusters.

Pavilion Springs, Steps to Trail #5:  These steps were built in conjunction with Pavilion Springs 

as part of Trail #5. The wood plank and metal railing bridge crossing along this trail prior to the 

steps is a non-contributing feature.

Steps from Pavilion Springs Parking Area: These steps lead from the parking area to the 

pavilion.  They are constructed of limestone and have limestone cheekwalls.  A flagstone path 

leads to the pavilion. It is not known when the railing up the middle of these steps was installed.

Steps from Pavilion Spring to Highway 177 Underpass:  These steps were constructed as part 

of the Pavilion Springs construction and are highly naturalized in design.  Springs flow out of the 

adjacent retaining walls, which blend into the rock outcroppings of the area.  CCC reports 

mention that layers of clay were compacted over springs in the seven springs area and tile lines 

were extended to provide water flow to this area.

Pavilion Springs Underpass:  This Underpass pedestrian crossing replaced an earlier footbridge 

which had existed in this approximate location prior to the re-alignment of Buckhorn Road 

around Pavilion Springs in 1934. Both pedestrians and water from Pavilion Springs move under 

this feature, which is built of concrete and of limestone masonry.  A metal railing was added to 

the pedestrian walkway sometime after 1940 and has since been removed.

Low water Crossing at Trail #2: This stepping stone crossing is located just west of the 

Highway 177 Underpass.

Stone Footbridge along Trail #2 to Bromide Hill:  Also known as the Keystone Arch Bridge, this 

bridge  was built in 1935 and is located east of the Highway 177 Underpass.  This structural 

element was last structure built along this trail. A similar bridge is located near Buffalo Springs.

Stone Patio and Path at Residence #2:  This stone patio was added to Residence #2 during the 

CCC era.

Picnic complex at Residence #2: This picnic complex is located some 100 hundred feet down 

the hillside northeast from Residence #2. It consists of a stone patio with a stone conglomerate 

table, bench, and water pond The irregular flagstone patio covers approximately 80 square feet.  

The stone tabletop is five feet in diameter and has four curved benches.  Condition of these 

features is poor due to neglect and disuse.

Dams at Old Golf Course: These small-scale features are remnants from a golf course that 

was constructed within the park in the 1920s, prior to CCC-era alterations. Three dams were 

located within the nine-hole golf course.  These structures are approximately 20 feet across and 
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3 feet high. They have been impacted by neglect and erosion.

Steps, Walls and Curbing at Hillside Springs:  Several small-scale features at Hillside Springs 

contribute to this designed component. These features were part of the original 1935 

construction and include low stone retaining walls, stone curbing and flagstone walkways.  

Walls at Maintenance Area: Flagstone retaining walls were constructed around the 

Maintenance area during the CCC era to enclose the space. Some of these walls also formed 

terraces on which equipment was stored. The removal of the stone entry columns connected to 

the wall has had a low impact on the overall site design.  

Earth-sheltered Powder Magazine: This feature, made of rubble masonry with a metal door 

was constructed in the 1930s. It was used as a storage building for explosives during the CCC 

era.  Later, it served as a paint storage area.  Since a recent environmental audit, it is no longer 

in use.

Character-defining Features:

Steps from Hillside Sprgs to Leeper HousFeature:

 120206Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62886IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Steps from Hillside Spgs to Leeper House & Tr #3

HS.CLCS Structure Number:

Maintenance Compound WallsFeature:

 120208Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62893IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Maintenance Compound Walls

MAINT.ALCS Structure Number:

PS Trail #5 Steps East of BridgeFeature:

 120210Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62940IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Trail #5 Steps East of Bridge

TR-005.ELCS Structure Number:
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PS Residence Stone Patios & PathFeature:

 120212Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62947IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Residence Stone Patios and Path

B-002.ALCS Structure Number:

PS Res. Table, Benches, Pond, & StepsFeature:

 120214Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62949IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Res. Table, Benches, Pond & Steps

B-002.BLCS Structure Number:

Northern Steps at PS UnderpassFeature:

 120216Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62951IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Northern Steps at Pavilion Springs Underpass

TR-003.ALCS Structure Number:

Southern Steps at PS UnderpassFeature:

 120218Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62952IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Southern Steps at Pavilion Springs Underpass

TR-003.BLCS Structure Number:

Stream Crossing neav PS UnderpassFeature:

 120220Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

62953IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Stream Crossing near Pavilion Springs Underpass

TR-003.CLCS Structure Number:
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Northern Dam at Old Golf CourseFeature:

 120222Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

64264IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Northern Dam at Old Golf Course

PS.GLCS Structure Number:

Hillside Springs StepsFeature:

 120224Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

64274IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Hillside Springs Steps

HS.BLCS Structure Number:

PS Dual Dual CMP Masonry Headwall/Culv.Feature:

 120226Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

253814IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Dual CMP Masonry Headwall 

Culvert

PS.ELCS Structure Number:

HS Parking Lot DrainFeature:

 120228Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

255346IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Hillside Springs Parking Lot Drain

HS.DLCS Structure Number:

M Area Culvert w/ Large Stone CapeFeature:

 120230Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

322895IDLCS Number:
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LCS Structure Name: Maintenance Area Culvert w/ Large Stone Cap

MAINT.BLCS Structure Number:

PS Water Feature at UnderpassFeature:

 120232Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

324053IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Water Feature at Underpass

PS.ALCS Structure Number:

PS Drainage StabilizationFeature:

 120234Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

395768IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Drainage Stabilization

PS.BLCS Structure Number:

Stepping Stones to Former Supt. Res.Feature:

 120236Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

405295IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Stepping Stones to Former Superintendent's Res

ADMIN.CLCS Structure Number:

HS Underground Trash CanFeature:

 120238Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

405321IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Hillside Springs Underground Trash Can

HS.ELCS Structure Number:

PS Trail # 5 Steps East of UnderpassFeature:

 120240Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:
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415440IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Trail #5 Steps East of Underpass

TR-005.BLCS Structure Number:

PS Trail # 5 Flagstone East of PavilionFeature:

 120242Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

415655IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Trail #5 Flagstone E of Pavilion

TR-005.CLCS Structure Number:

PS Trail #5 Steps East of PavilionFeature:

 120244Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

415693IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Trail #5 Steps East of Pavilion

TR-005.DLCS Structure Number:

PS Grade StabilizationsFeature:

 120246Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

416227IDLCS Number:

LCS Structure Name: Pavilion Springs Grade Stabilizations

PS.KLCS Structure Number:

Landscape Characteristic Graphics:
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Stone steps along Trail #5, in background, 1992. Bridge in foreground is a 

non-contributing feature.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Limestone steps with stone headwalls leading from parking areato Pavilion Spring, 1992.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Limestone steps and stone headwalls near Pavilion Springs, 1992. 

Note spring flow from Pavilion to left of stone buttress wall. 

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Highway 177 Underpass, looking east back toward Pavilion Spring, 1992. Note that railing 

has since been removed.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Low-water stone crossing looking east toward Underpass and Pavilion Springs, 2001.

(Photograph by harlen Groe)
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Stone patio and path at Residence #2, 1997. 

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Stone table, benches and flagstone patio near Residence #2, 1996. Note the pond in center 

foreground.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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One of the stone dams built as part of the golf course, 1996

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Stone steps along Trail #3 lead visitors up to the Headquarters Building from the Hillside 

Springs parking area, 2000. (Photograph by harlen Groe)
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Stone curbing at Hillside Spring, 2000. Center steps lead up to the Headquarters building.

(Photograph by harlen Groe)
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Series of low flagstone retaining walls for equipment storage forming terraces west of 

present-day Maintenance Area, 1997. Note Mule Barn (#36) at the top left and 

Maintenance Office (#37) to its right.(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Earth-sheltered Powder Magazine, 1997.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)

Spatial Organization

The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance Area is, as its name 

implies, composed of four major landscape areas. One of these, Pavilion Springs, is located to 

the east of Highway 177 in a lowland area, while the others are located west of the Highway 

and area distributed along the sloping hillside above Rock Creek. A fifth area, currently an 

overflow parking and picnic area (and formerly a park amphitheater), lies along the banks of 

Rock Creek.  This former amphitheater area is defined by a looping access road, and is a large 

open space across the perimeter road from Lincoln Bridge and Black Sulphur Springs.  With 

the amphitheater now gone, this area is an open space as it was during the period of 

significance, as shown in the 1940 aerial photograph. Some trees have grown up along the 

southern banks of Rock Creek, providing additional enclosure to this spatial area.

The Pavilion Springs is similarly defined by topography and circulation.  An entry road leads 

into a looped parking area. A separate functional area within the Pavilion Springs area is 

formed in a clearing in a wooded area south of the Pavilion’s parking area, which serves as a 

park residence. Changes in the spatial organization since 1940 include the loss of a residence 

from the residential area and changes in overhead canopy enclosure. 

Across Highway 177 is Hillside Springs, a spatial area defined by topography and vegetation.  
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A parking area provides vehicular access, and steps lead down into a little glen, where a walled 

spring structure embraces a small flagstone court.  The spatial definition of this area has 

increased greatly since the end of the period of significance, since vegetative growth now 

almost completely screens this area from view.

From Hillside Springs a flight of stairs leads to the Administration or Headquarters Building.  

This vertical rise spatially separates the Headquarters area from Hillside Springs, as does the 

recent growth of vegetation in this area.  Today, these two areas are almost completely 

separate, both spatially and visually.  In a similar fashion, the Headquarters area is separated by 

topography from the Maintenance area, which is located even further upslope.  In addition, 

these areas are separated functionally. The Maintenance or Utility Area is spatially grouped in 

a quadrangular arrangement.  Within this utilitarian, clustered arrangement, the Maintenance 

Area expands outwardly in concentric rings from the original core quadrangle of Shed, Barn 

and Office structures.  More recent structures within the maintenance compound have 

maintained the square configuration of the original plan. 

In general, spatial organization within these component landscapes has remained relatively 

consistent from the end of the period of significance to the present.

Character-defining Features:

PS Relationships of structuresFeature:

 120180Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

PS Open areasFeature:

 120182Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

HS Relationships between elementsFeature:

 120184Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

HQ Location of building atop hillFeature:

 120186Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

MA Quadrangle and yard to westFeature:

 120188Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:
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Topography

The natural topography of the area is an important feature of the component landscape.  The 

topography is significant because it is a key aspect in the formation of the mineral springs which 

have driven the development of the landscape since the late 1800s. The gently sloping, 

north-facing terrain at Hillside Springs and the floodplain terrace and ravine of Pavilion Springs 

dictated the development of this landscape.  The ‘Seven Springs’ area was not suitable for 

building upon, yet it was an important attraction and the original impetus for construction of first 

the town and later the park. The higher, north-facing hillside of the area similarly proved to be 

an excellent location first for town buildings and later for the park’s administrative unit.

The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area is interesting 

because little topographic alteration (grading) was needed to create this recreational and 

functional landscape.  The major topographical intervention undertaken in the construction of 

the area was for the grading of Highway 177 along its realigned route in 1935 and in the 

creation of terraces behind the Maintenance Area.  The natural topographic features of the site 

therefore remain predominantly intact, and range from a flat level area near the former 

Amphitheater location to a more ravine-like topography near Pavilion Springs.  Hillside Springs 

and the Administration building, in contrast, are located on the gently sloping, north facing hill 

which slopes down to meet Rock Creek, as is the Maintenance area.

Within the area, elevations vary from 945 feet within the ravine around Pavilion Springs to an 

elevation of 990 feet near the flat, level highpoint of just south of the Headquarters building.  

The topographical conditions of the area have not changed significantly since the end of the 

period of construction.

Character-defining Features:

PS Existing level areaFeature:

 120190Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

HS Steep north-facing slopeFeature:

 120192Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

HQ Rolling topographyFeature:

 120194Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

MA Natural, existingFeature:

 120196Feature Identification Number:
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ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

Vegetation

Vegetation in the area has been surveyed a number of times.  The vegetation was also 

surveyed in 1965 by Dale, on the map by Dale, 1965; see map in the Iowa State CLI hardcopy 

or park files.  In general, these studies defined the principle forest type at the Pavilion Springs, 

Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area, which is American elm-Southern 

hackberry type which is found adjacent to the riparian corridors in the landscape and the post 

oak-winged elm type  which is found near the southern portion of the area where it meets the 

upland prairie. The Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area 

vegetation is predominantly a mesic community located within the floodplain and on the lower 

hillsides and a xeric community near the Upland Prairie.  Overstory species near the lower 

floodplain consist of Ulmus americana, Quercus muhlenbergi and Celtis laevigata.  Understory 

species include Ulmus americana, Fraxinus texensis, Celtis laevigata and Cornus drummondii.  

Shrub layers are a mixture of Rueller strapend, Symphoricarpos orbiculatus and Lonicera 

japonica.  The xeric community on the lower hillsides consist of Texas Oak and Chinkapin Oak 

(which is the park’s most extensive forest type).  Further up the hillside edge is the Post 

Oak-Winged Elm xeric forest with Texas Oak occurring more prominently.  Also present—due 

to disturbance in the area—are Smilax bona-nox, Acalypha virginica and Aster drummondii.

During the CCC development years of 1933-1940, the Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, 

Headquarters and Maintenance area was altered by the planting of trees, shrubs, and turf 

grasses as part of the intended designed changes for the area. Photographs of the townsite and 

Leeper House dating to before 1933 show the component landscape vegetation to be quite 

sparse—similar to a prairie or savanna type of condition.  Perhaps as a desire to alter this open 

condition, during 1934 and 1935, 600 large trees and 25,000 shrubs were planted in the Hillside 

and Utility areas and elsewhere in the park. This planting period was the termination of a large 

and apparently successful planting regime, which extended throughout the entire period.  An 

additional 10,000 trees and shrubs were planted in both Bromide Springs and Pavilion Springs in 

1936 and 1937. Based on aerial photographs, many of these trees may likely have been red 

cedars. These planting projects were intended to create a sense of enclosure in what was 

originally a very open landscape, and as a result, the landscape (in particular around Hillside 

Springs) has become much less open and more enclosed than it was in the years immediately 

after the plantings were installed.  Other trees were clearly planted in and around Pavilion 

Spring, likely to provide canopy and shade over the pavilion and in the parking area.

Today the vegetation exists as a seemingly naturalized forest, particularly in the stream valleys 

and open upland prairie areas.  A lower density of trees exists around the public access areas 

of  Pavilion Springs, Hillside Springs, Headquarters and the Maintenance area.  Designed 

plantings of Cercis canadensis are particularly in evidence around the Administrative  Building, 

which was once known for its springtime display of these trees’ blossoms. In general, further 

research is needed to definitively determine the extent of designed vegetation changes within 

the area.

Character-defining Features:
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PS Canopy over lawn south of pavilionFeature:

 120198Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

HS Cedar grove around springFeature:

 120200Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

HQ Foundation plantingsFeature:

 120202Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

MA Trees at entryFeature:

 120204Feature Identification Number:

ContributingType of Feature Contribution:

Landscape Characteristic Graphics:

Island and canopy plantings near the Pavilion Springs area as they exist today, 1993.

(CNRA archives, LCS photograph)
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Open character and lack of vegetative enclosure in Hillside and Pavilion Springs area, 

circa 1935.

Note old road alignment and old Pavilion at Pavilion Springs in the background.

(CNRA archives, photograph CCC-4 Hillside)

Views and Vistas

Like other component landscapes of the Platt District, views within the Pavilion Springs, 

Hillside Springs, Headquarters and Maintenance area are oriented within a general limited area.  

At Headquarters, views are outward oriented and look out on the Open Upland Prairie to the 

south.  Views of the Leeper House from the trail are also important.

The Maintenance Area is well screened from casual view, as it is tucked around the top of the 

hill on which the Leeper House sits.  The most prominent view of this compound was of area’s 

square stone entrance gate.  However, these were removed some time ago, altering the 

appearance of this area.  Within the quadrangle, views are oriented across the open space.
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Condition

Condition Assessment and Impacts

GoodCondition Assessment:

09/08/2007Assessment Date:

Condition Assessment Explanatory Narrative:

The landscape was assessed in good condition in 2007. The park superintendent concurred on 

9/21/2007.

Impacts

Type of Impact: Operations On Site

External or Internal: Internal

Impact Description: Consumptive Use of Maintenance buildings by park employees.

Type of Impact: Vegetation/Invasive Plants

External or Internal: Both Internal and External

Impact Description: Non-native shrub species invade understory areas near 

underpass and creek when on-checked or cleared.

Type of Impact: Visitation

External or Internal: External

Impact Description: High usage from visitations/ steps along foot path and at Hillside 

Springs and Pavilion.

Type of Impact: Flooding

External or Internal: Both Internal and External

Impact Description: Deterioration of small-scale features near low-water stone 

crossing, underpass and Pavilion.

Type of Impact: Structural Deterioration

External or Internal: Both Internal and External

Impact Description: High deterioration of retaining walls, building materials and 

construction type/ methods when on-checked.
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Type of Impact: Exposure To Elements

External or Internal: External

Impact Description: High deterioration of retaining walls building materials and 

construction type/ methods when on-checked.

Type of Impact: Erosion

External or Internal: Both Internal and External

Impact Description: High deterioration of small-scale features along foot-paths exhibit 

deterioration caused by water runoff.

Type of Impact: Neglect

External or Internal: Internal

Impact Description: Small-scale features/ culverts along footpaths and trails show 

increasing deterioration when not maintained.

Type of Impact: Impending Development

External or Internal: External

Impact Description: Widening of Hwy. #177

Type of Impact: Release To Succession

External or Internal: External

Impact Description: Eastern Red Cedar

Treatment
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Treatment

Approved Treatment: Preservation

Approved Treatment Document: Cultural Landscape Report

Document Date: 01/01/2004

The approved treatment recommendations are outlined within the Cultural Landscape Report for the 

Platt Historic District, written by Iowa State University.

Approved Treatment Document Explanatory Narrative:

Approved Treatment Completed: No

Approved Treatment Costs

Cost Date: 01/01/2004

Bibliography and Supplemental Information
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