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\Veirdly beautiful pinnacles and columns
eroded in volcanic rocks high in a forested

range, which forms a mountain island in a

desert sea.
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lnbel1c\‘a|)ly tall anlcl slender pinnacles. ..(:hm_l nm,-- ix “Hung mt hm known of

artling likenesses of giant beasts and men, (ii1;rit~almii'» rock ligllres.

grotesque and weird figures such as might
inhabit another world—all these and many elapsed belueen pei iods of activity. result-

more, carved by Nature in volcanic rock, in}; in a series ol‘ blankels_ layer upon layer.

are crowded into I7 spectacular square Since some oi“ the eruptions were of eon-

miles of ridge and canyon 0n the west siderable magnitude, while others were oi

flank of the (lhiricahua Mountains. a minor nature, deposits varied in thick-

Rising steeply from the g1‘assl211i(ls of ness. Tlliinier sheets cooled more rapidly

southeastern Arizona and southwestern than the massive layers. The molten lava

New Mexico, the Chirieahuas ((1l1eer'-e- shrank in cooling, causing vertical cracks

cow-ahs) present a verdant, forested island to loll in definite patterns.

in a brown sea of desert. I\Iany varieties liinally, eruptive activity eeasetl. to be

oi trees, shrubs, and owering herbs Qlgthe iollowetl by nloveinents in the earth's crust.

steel) (ylnygn \\';1]]_s_ Shady g1(\11_\’ alive \\'lli('l1 \l()\\‘ly liliIt‘(l 1lI1(l Iilll‘(l f_{I't‘1lI l)lOCliS

with birds_ are frowned down upon by to form mountains. Storms and other

rows of quaint yet massive spires, turrets, 11_{\‘l1<‘i<‘>' (ll. (‘I‘<>-\i(>I1, <'spe<'i21lly rllnnillg
and hattlenients in this fascinating “\\‘on- \\'11I<*r<':1I‘ryi11g small particles of rock, im-

tlerlancl of rocks.” mediatcly set to work on the long, slow
task of \\'t‘;1i‘i11g down these mountains.

i Geological Story Shallow canyons became deeper and more
ri1_q_ge(l as time passed. \\'<-athered rock

\Vhat whim ol Nature has formed these formed soil which collected in pockets, and

striking and pec.uliar pinnacles and bal- plant liie_e"aii1e(l a foothold.
anced rocks? Geologists explain that \\‘here preyious volcanic activity had

thousands of years ago volcanic activity spread sheets _0l‘ lava, the mountains were
was rampant throughout this region. now capped with layers of basalt and rhy0-
Series of lava flows covered the then level lite. Along ‘the vertical shrinkage cracks
area with sheets of basaltic and rhyolitic and between the horizontal layers, erosion
l'( wk. Many years, perhaps centuries, began its persistent work. Cracks were



\\'idt-110d to l01'1n sstxrvs; ssurvs grow to of tl1(1 dvsvrt. R(‘(l-.\{t‘mITlf‘(l n1:1nz:1nit;1s
l>1‘t';1("l1<*s. U11(lv1‘1t11tti11_; slowly took pl;1(“<~ .'111d h;11"k-.\l1<‘ddi11_q 111z1(l1"o11('s rub h1‘;111<'l1cs

.'1lo11gli11(\sl1('tw<'t'11lz1y(‘1"s. (lmdually tllc with lllt‘ ('l111lky-wllitc liml)s of tllc sy(‘;1—

l;1\';1 111z1.ss1-s wc1'0 rut by millions of t-ro- morv ;111d tl1v l'<';1tl1<*1‘y gmy l'oli;1g<~ of tl1v
sion;1l <'l1;11111vls into hlovks of :1 multitudt‘ .\1‘ixo11;1 (‘yp1"<‘.\s. (In-<*11 slop1's_ (‘o\'<‘1‘('d

of silt-s;111d sl1;1p<'s to I10 t't11‘tl101'sc11lptu1‘(‘(l l>y <"l111]1;11"1";1l ol‘ \(‘l‘lll) oak and 1n;111zz1nit11,

by tl1<' (‘;l])I‘l(il(>1l.\‘ vle-111e11ts. l;1<"1~ o]>1~11 l1illsid<*s dotted with 11 d1~s<~1"t

E1‘osio11 is still _qoi11g on slowly but stc;'1d- \'1-gt-tati<111 of’ y111'<";1s, (‘t'11tu1‘y pl;111ts. 11nd

ily ;1nd |)<\1‘si>t<'11tly 1111101151 tl10 grvzit 1>il- <":1('ti. S<‘;1.so11;1l ('l1;111$q<‘s l11‘i11g with tl11\n1

l;11"<‘d clills of (1l1i1‘ic;'1hu:1 l\';1ti0nal l\l0nu- 111;111y \';1l"ll‘li('S of wild flo\\'v11~.

111v11t. Somv of tl11- IIl()\t cxpos(*d portions x\1‘izo1111 \vl1it<\-t;1il d<'<-1‘ ;11"<' l]llII1(‘1'()ll\
l1;1\~<' z1l1'<-;1dy |1<:c11 \s'01‘11 ;1\\'ay. l’cdc.\t;1l i11 tl1v Cl1i1‘i(":1l111;1\_ ;111d i11 tl1c 111o11111111‘11t,

01' l1;1l;111c<‘(l 1‘('>(‘l(\ l1;1\‘1- lo1‘1111~d ;111d l‘;1ll1‘11; \\'l1<'1‘<' tl11*y 1111' p1~ott-1't<'d. tl1cy l1<*<'o1111' 11c-

otl11-1‘s 1111‘ tott<)1"i11g"; morn 1111* just t:1king ("11~to111<*d to 111;111 ;111<l ;11‘<- l'1'1\q111-11tly s<‘1‘11.

~l1;1p1-. \\'itl1i11 tl1<- span of :1 l1t1111;111 lilv, S111;1ll1~1* 111:1111111;1l~_ twpt-1*i;1lly tl1<~ 1‘od<'11t~,

only 111i11o1" (‘l1;1I1_L{'t‘.\ inzty be noticed. but 2111* <‘o111111o11 ;1\ 1111* liirds oli m;111y S])(‘(‘it‘s.

with tl1v p;1~.\;1g1* ol‘ tl11- (‘t‘I1lLll‘l(‘\ tl11- l';1<~<' l§11cl1 \‘1§4<‘t;1ti\‘1‘ I11-lt ;111d plant ;1~\o<‘i11tio11

ol‘ 1\l;1tu1‘<‘ is vvm" cl1;1nging. l1;1s its own di>ti11(‘ti\'<- .'111i111;1l pop11l;1tio11.

.-\ltl1o11_ql1 tlic spt'c"t;1<"ul;11‘ 1-1‘o>io11;1l 1'c111- 1\ lbw ol‘ tl1<~.\1- lo1"111s, l11~1":111\c of tl1<‘ 1"cl;1-

11;111ts 11nd tl1<' I11;L\\i\‘\‘ colu11111.'11‘ st1‘ucturt- ti\'1- ;111(l l(11l_Q~(‘slZ1l)lisll(‘(l i.\(>l;1li(111 of tl1t~

ol‘ tl1c clillls i111p1"c>> thv liurricd visitoi", the (Il1i1"i<';1l111;1 l{;111_g<', 1111- 1111iqu<‘. Otlu-1x,
111o1‘t- l<-isur1~ly t1";1vvl<*1* who has op1)or- sutih 11s tl1<‘ (%o]1p<'ry-tztilvcl t1‘o_g"o11 ;111d the
tu11ity to ]1;1u.sc along the trailsidc secs tl1ick-l)ill<‘d ]);ll‘l'()l, ;11‘o o("(‘z1.\io11;1l visitors,
111u(‘l1 Inorc of g1‘ol(1_s;i(t;1l int(‘l‘(‘st. Hvrc <‘o111i11_g for :1 short stay i11 tl1t- (ll1i1'i1'11l111;1s

:111(l tl11-rv ;1n‘ (-x|)os<-d bvds of volczmic ;1sl1 l‘1"o111 tl1<‘i1"l1o111t~.\ ;1111o11g tl1<' woodt-d lll_Q'l1—

;111d ('i11d<~1‘s, i11dic;1ti1'1g tl1(~ 0x])losiv1- 11:1- l;1n(lsoli11o1‘tl1<‘1‘11 l\l1'xivo.

[uni of “ne or the anclcnt (‘rul)tiOnS' Natural sculpt11rc,c11|lcd “Punch andjudy."
Road c0nst1"uctio11 l1;1s uncovcrcd sl1;1l<-

which was onrv lllt‘ mud of 11 lulu‘ hvd
whose waters wc1‘(- impoundvd \\"hv11 lava
hlo('k<‘d :1 .\tr(‘:1111 cl1;11111<*l long ago. 0111‘

t1‘;1il is st1‘<\w11 with “petried g1";1])t*s”

wt~z1tl1(-1‘<‘(l out of ;1 lcdgv ('o111posc(l of mil-
lions of murblclikc pcllcts rmly ccmcntvd
tog1~tl1<~1' into :1 11t'culi;1r “pv;11111t-l)1"itt11,-”

rock.

Plant and Animal Life

B<\c;111s<~ of its lo<t;1tio11 as ;1 mount;1ino11s
island in :1 s(‘;1 of :11‘id g1*:1>sln11d. tho Cl1i1‘i-
c;1l1u;1 Range ;1ll‘01‘ds 11 l1;1\'('11 for 11 multi-
tude of ])lz1nts and z111im;1ls of m;111y \';11‘ic-

tics. \\'intcr snows and .sun1n10r 1";1i11>

rtnsult in springs and small strv;1n'1s. sonic
of which {low the y0:1r a1‘01111d. D(*11.\v

vcgn-t;1tio11 covt-rs the sl1;1d1-d canyon bot-
toms and the cool north slopes of tl11-

highvr 1-l<w';1tio11s. ln rontr;1st, south ox-
posurcs fccl tlic lull ht-at of the hot sum-
mcr sun and display plants cllurztcteristic



“Duck on a Rock"—0ne of many strange gures carved h_\ Nature from the rhyulite rock in the monument.

Historical Background a(‘ti\'iti<‘s, and the southeastern (‘Ol‘I](‘I‘ of
\'\/hat student of /\n1eri(‘an history has what is now Arizona heeanie an Apache

not heard of Geronimo (Her-on’-i-1noe)_ stronghold. \'Vith the (lad.\den l’ureha.\e
famous war chief of the Chirieahua in I853 and the opening of settlement of
Apache ln(lians':‘ \\'hen, in 1886, Ger- the region to United States eitizens, the
onimo and his hand of renegades nally .»'\paehe raiders heeanie more and more of
surrendered to United States soldiers, a hazard. l)etaelnnent.< of United States
there ended one of the most stubborn troops were dispatched to the S(11ltl1\\'e.\t
pha.\e.\' of aboriginal r(‘Si.\tan(fC to white to proteet settle1i<. pro.\peetor.\; travelers,
domination. For centuries. the (Ihiri- and the n1ail- and pa.~senge1'-earrying
("ahua 1\'Iountain.< and their neighboring stages of the Buttereld Route \\'hitih were
ranges were the ancestral home of the often attacked. Cavalry camps and ha.\e,\
predatory and warlike Apache Indians. \\'ere e\t;\l)li<l1ed. ()neofthe1no>tfamo11s
Living on wild animals and native plants. of these, Fort Bowie, e~tal)li.\hed in 1862,
these resourceful people moved from place eomnianded strategic Apache Pass at the
to plaee dependin; upon the requirements end of the (lhirieahua I\Iountains, north
of the season and the supply of food. ()e- of the monument. From 1860 until
easionally they raided the farmer Indians I872. the Clhirieallua /\paehe.\ under the
of the desert valleys, and with the coming leader.\hip oll the wily Coellise matched
of the Spaniards‘ they found increased in- the strategy of t-he soldiers.
rentive to pillage for the European cattle, In 1872, the -(lhirieahua Apaches were
horses, and cereals introduced by the white nally rounded up and placed on a reserva-
men. tion, hut hostilities continued to flare up

Stolen horses greatly increased the when renegade hands left the reservation
power and widened the range of Indian to attaek travelers and pillage isolated



ranrhvs. (i(‘I‘OI1ll]1O. who wa< thv most ll(‘;l(l(]Ll1lI‘ll‘I'\. Saddlv ll()lY\'(‘\ also arv
)<-|'si.\tm1l and (‘u1min<>' oi‘ the I‘CIlt‘T2lLlt‘ availahlt‘. lluntinv" or iniur' to an

m t >» J Y Y

lvadvrs, was capturvd in I886. lh1> plant, animal, or ll‘£l[Ul'(‘ ol thv monumvnt,
1-ndvd tht: organi'/icd rt-sistancc of thv is prohihitvd.
(lhiricallua Apaclics, but “Big Foot”
i\/Iassai staged scvt-ral one-man (?S(i;t1)lt(.l(J> Adnnigtmtion
in lattrr c'u'.\'. (‘ochisv Ilc'1d 'ust north _ _ _ ,

» Y i 1 ( 3] - (,llllI'lt';ll1U£l National A\{(‘l1llll“‘I1[ l\ a
ol the monumvnt, and N[as>a1 Point and y . , _

. ‘ . . . . part ol thv .\lat1onal larlt .Sv.\tvI11 ownrd
l\’I;lSSlll (ianyon, within its boundaries, . . .'
. . . _ bv thv pvoplr of thv Umtt-d btat<~.~4 and ad-
immortalizv thv nzunvs ol two of the fa- '. . . ,

A H(_}u_\ of thc Chiricylhuyl lIlll1l.\U‘]'l‘(l lor thvm hy thv l\ational Park
i l i l i i ‘“ p' Scrvicv of thv D1-partinvnt of thc lntcrior.

ln thcsu, the st"<'11vry and thv ()l)j(‘C[S of
The Monumcm historic, pr<*l1i.\tori(~, and .\'(Til‘I1til’iC interest

Proclaimcd a national monument by ~11‘? C1"“‘l‘"llY lm‘“'l“"‘d “ml dl-‘l)l1‘Y@d lo"
l’r<*.\'idt-nt (loolidgc on April 18. 1924,, thv public <‘njoym(~nt. Tliis arva is in cliargv
Chi1'i(;;1hu;111-5(§]"vQh;1§;1n;1[‘@;1()f 1(),5Q9 Oi‘ Z1 l'C,\'l(,lCl1t CLl.\'t()(ll2lll \Vlill l1(‘il(.l(]Ll1tI'-

;1(i|"Q5 ()f rugggd and _\"PQQt;1(;ul;11' nlountglin [t‘l‘.\‘ ill tllt’ ;l(.lIIlil1i\II‘;lIi(Hl l)Llll(llHg‘ ill Illt‘
\'tit‘IlCfy. Elt'v;atiom within thc monu- II\0I1uI1l<‘l1I-

mcnt range from 5,320 fcct to 7,308 fccl All conlniunirations should lx~acld1'csst-d

;1b()\/Q 39;; lg“-,l_ Tl](§ 111()|1u1nQnt i5 Qn- to the (lu~‘to(lia.n, Cllliricahua National
t<-rud from the wcst ovcr well-graded M<>IlllIl1<‘l1l~ l)"> C11l>\‘l11~'. Ari!-
approacli roads which (tonnvct with pavvd
high“/“Y5 at Bowvic’ ])Ouglu_\.) SV\iYiH(»()X~ and (iL'I'Uil'll(),i';ll'l1:;ll§\j\,'ilI'Cllil_()liIllC(il|il‘i(i\hUll

panhc Indian»

l)<:vulo]>1n(~nt within tho monument i\
wt-ll advanccd, a lligli-gmdc mountain
road taking automobiles up scenic Bonita
(Ianyon to l\/[assai Point from which an
vxtcnsivc vicw may he had of the monu-
mcnt and over the Sulfur Springs Valley
to the west and the San Simon Valley
on the vast. Fourtcrn miltfs of wcll-built
trails cnahlc the visitor to roach all 1>;n't\

of tho monumcnt on foot or h01\cl)ack.
Vi>itors rt-gistvr and arv furni>hcd with
inlonnation at monument hcadquartt‘1">_
about 1 milu hvyond thu (‘I1[I‘;1llC(‘. H<-r<-

ll1(‘I‘(‘ is a small cxhihit room, and frcc in-
tv1"pr'0tivt: st-r"vi(:t~ is provided. \'\'h<-n
pt-r>onncl is availahlv, \'isito1\ arc ac<:om~

panit-d to points of intcrc\t by park rangr1\
who vxplain tht‘ _g<'ologi<: pllcnomvna
Wlll(ill rtmultvd in thu spvctattular rock lig~
urvs for which thv monumvnt is noted.

Fret: canlpgrounds with picnit: tahlt-\
and watt-,1" art: locatvd in Bonita Canyon,
a short distance from the monumvnt h<-ad-

i|i1zu't0l's. For visitors who p1'cl‘0r not to
camp, mt-als and lodging arc ohtainahlv at
Silvt-r Spur Ranch, near thv monumi-nt
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