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'Anacapa (see Table Summary of Sites). Lxh
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'per square kl

f_this time have been mat = -
embossed with - the site number. The prehlstorlc cultural resources are brlefly summarized o

. __UNAI XQRIGINALSITE SRS
MOVED ’j DATE_

1
i
-V ¢
i

‘Channel‘Islands;/there are presently 26.recorded prehistoric’a‘hhaeological s1tes on

.N_Anacapa, known as’ Fren' .,or LeDreau Cove, and Shepherds
pa, both on" the north" Shores. ‘There are prehlstoric and historical'
g tons. - Another’ landlng, East Fish- Camp -onthe south-shore of- Mlddlel
oes not have recorded archaeological sites known-at" present. A dockfand stair—
way. landing prOV1de access to the Government facilities and a: small campground on’East

Anacapa.-- o : o ) R Lo §1'

b mmals,,shellflshv and , LsPecies of b1rds are.
eebut seéps are known and at. least one. perennial flow 1n the cave

below

East Anacapa

Sites 4-Anl-1, -2, -3, and -4 are all located on the
4-Anl-1 is just above the
Here, three human burials were reportedly removed by Orr prior to '1958, and another has
weathered out in recent years. .The site is at least 560 square meters with shell. and
lithic .contents. Depth has been estimated to. 56 cm. although subject to cliffing, part’ of
the gite iIs well protected by vegetation and has_excellent research potential. 4-Anl-2 -

is also a shell midden with flaked and ground stone tools It has been ‘tested but not- - o
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reported by C. Meighan. Accession No. 571 at UCLA includes 42 entries for faunal remains
including seal, bird, deer, cormorant, fish, ray, harbor seal, California sea lion,

albatross, pinniped and unidentified "mammal.'" This excavation was pursy 5 cm., =
and Roza » ed the tota —Anl_13 is the#
proportion o aked stone tools and waste to shell of these four sites, and it was at
least 30 by 60 meters in size when first recorded. Depth may reach one meter; known
artifacts include pestle, mano, scrapers, cores, and flakes. Human remains have been

seen, and Rozaire estimated the age to be "early." 4-Anl-4 is also a shell midden with .
lithic remains, about 245 square meters visible on the surface with depth-estimated at":

45 cm. Human bone has been reported. Portions of the site have been impacted by
historic construction and an existing trail, but material on a gentle slope is retained

by dense vegetation.

Middle Anacapa

The maijo: it ears related to the

~An1-21 and =24, _ The
is at least 4,225 square meters in extent with midden visible to a minimum depth

former
of 130 em. Krown artifacts include projectile points, pestle, and othe one ols,
faunal remains are abundant. Sites 4-Anl-22. -27, -23, and =15 are

4-Anl1-22 is an Indurated she

which also contains midden; Rozaire has estimated
that this site may be older than the others. 4-Anl-15 is probably the main village omn

the island and has been described ethnographically as the rancheria. Present indications
infer a size in excess of 6,500 square meters with possible depth to 60 cm. or more.

Hum remains have been observed; shell and other faunal remains are abundant. 4-Anl-23
is hf 4-Anl1-15, and is another fairly deep and seemingly intact midden.
Roz elt 1t may be later in time than the latter, but any connections in time, space,

z
or function are not visible from the surface; the area is protected by vegetation which

also serves to obscure the remains. 4~-Anl-27, a newly recorded site, is a lithic work-
shop without visible shell midden.

ites,

4~Anl-10, -9, -16, -25
shell and lithic

of 4-Anl-26, not previously recorded. No shell was
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visible, but one sandstone bowl fragment, scrapers, cores, and flakes were observed.
The abundance of sheep bone, some of it butchered, suggests that access in the recent
past may have been easier and that there is the potential for other prehistoric remains.

L /

—of the islet has not been exhaustively inspected,

ten sites are presently known. 4-Anl-5, -6, -7 —8 are” -
W" 4-Anl-> covers 144 square meters -
Wi cm. O den exposed in an erosional profile. Artifacts previously collected or -
still visible includes scrapers, millingstone; tarring pebbles, shell bead, and micro- . |
blades. Burned shell and fish bone is present; human skeletal remains have been observed. |
Fishing and perhaps beadmaking may have been the primary activities. 4-Anl-6 was tested §
by Rozaire in 1962 and 1965 to a depth of about 30 cm. More than 800 artifacts were
recovered, more than 90% of them microblades and microdrills. Other items were projectile
points, beads, shell and bone fishhooks, and a wide variety of faunal remains. An anvil,
mano, mortar or millingstone fragment, chopper, bladelets, and a hearth are still visible
on the surface. On the basis of four shell beads, there is no evidence for occupation
before A.D. 1100, and the greatest use is estimated at between A.D. 1500 and 1780. A
specialized function or activity is related to the microlithic industry. :

4=Anl-7 is a small shell and lithic scatter, almost totally destroyed now by both natural
erosion and a trail. 4-Anl-8 is a small cave which has been sampled in 1958, 1963,

and 1965. Midden was more than one meter deep, and three human burials have been
recovered. The 1968 artifacts excavated include microblades and other flaked stone, awls,
.shell and bond fishhooks, and five beads or ornaments. Two hearths and one asphaltum
festure were present. A winter occupation has been postulated from faunal remains, and

a long occupation over a span of more than 2000 years with two major periods of habita-
tion. Dates are estimated between 1170 B.C. and A.D. 1500. In area, the 25 square

meters is perhaps the smallest of all sites on’' Anacapa, yet the duration of use,
inhumation of the dead, and repeated use of a very small cave imply that this was a
favored placed; functions appear related to trade, beadmaking, and fishing.

The other group of sites presently known on seems related to a perennial
water source in the cave which constitutes 4~Anl-18. A catch basin, bedrock mortar,
midden greater than 20 cm. in depth, shell beads, containers, cordage impressions, and
other artif i the cave itself was occupie 4~Anl-14 is a small shell
site to 4-Anl-18. 4-Anl-12 and
~13 are rockshelters, both containing midden,

4-Anl-11 is the largest open site on this islet, , and

isolated archaeological occurrence No. 1 is a scatte and debitage
nearby. 4-Anl-19 is presently a small remnant of
characterized by sparse shell and flake waste; quartz knives and scrapers ha

collected in 1958.
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Historic Remains

The Lighthouse on East Anacapa has been determined to be eligible for inclusion in the
National Register (February 6, 1979). Although pleas .for the light on Anacapa went back
to 1868, the appropriations for this navigational aid were finally made in 1912. It is a
three-story cylindrical concrete structure with a class three lantern about 8.5 feet in
diameter and 14 feet high, visible for 24 miles. The flashing light has 1.2 million
candlepower and is backed by a radiobeacon and foghorn. All other extant buildings on
East Anacapa are listed on the NPS List of Classified Structures. Other buildings which

 were part of the original installgti en des jopifdicance
of a wooden structure presently
overlook are unknown at this time. , '

On Middle Anacapa, there is the potential for historic remains significant to historical
archaeological inquiry particularly in. the area m "A-cistern, .
remnants of a dock or landing, trash dumps, and ng pads are discussed: in the site

record for 4-Anl-21. At least three individuals have lived in this area, in addition to .
the unknown builder of a house described as "old" in 1853. Bill Dover lived near 4-Anl-15
and hired Indians to help him in sealing; Capt. Waters, also associated with San Miguel
Island commerce, lived here; and H. Bay Webster, who also lived on Santa Barbara Island

and gave his name to the northwestern promontory there, was a lessee between 1911 and 1917.
There is a further potential for historic remains m which has not been
surveyed. Photographs of the 1930's show a large Dullding here, and lumber is said to be
present. Middle Anacapa was the central location for those raising sheep, and a USCS

logbook of 1853 describes the landing and building already present. Native Americans
assisted in stockraising, sealing, and hunting, and the collection of gull eggs for sale.

Activities of the historical period on ”
Sheep fences and chutes Were present here as well, ‘and structures have existed at 4-Anl-5

and =6. Although all such buildings have been removed, these occupations here and on
have probably left tangible evidence in the form of material goods best
approached &nd interpreted through the methods of historical archaeology. The name of
s derived from Raymond LeDreau, a reclusive occupant who lived there from
* He built several huts and provided boat services to visiting fishermen
and lobstermen, and served as unoffitial,.informal caretaker: for the:Park:Servige. 5

ST

Underwater Remains

Submerged cultural resources include both prehistori istorical sites. Stone
vessels have been recovered off both the (Hudson, 1976;
4-5), and intact, unrecorded prehistoric 1its are known (Hudson, pers. com.).

Historic resources not yet documented would include shipwrecks such as the side-wheel
steamer Winfield Scott which sank off in 1853.
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_ ‘STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

; ‘Archaeological resources on Anacapa Island possess scientific research fethnic, and

| historical values on local and régional levels, Both" prehistoric and -historic. period
P resources are present at approximately 30ij separate locations, ' The 26 known - prehistoric
; 'sites are of ‘regional significance in past and potential-research: oriented towards the’
S chronological development of Chumashmaritime. adaptation: -and the understanding of their
L soc1a1 organizatlon. Historical -archeological ‘resources “are of local significance.

s o e o

5 "Although Anacapa is the closest to the mainland it possesses. fewer suitable 1and areas
(- fdr settlement and has more difficult access to-the intertidal natufal resources’ than
eighboring Santa Cruz Island It appears not to have been’ permanently. occupied at the
- time of European: contact and has: been:.desctibeéd: byrearlier: investigators: asronlysawmarginal
._Habitat for Native American peoples. The 1978 survey has now: identified ‘26 sites and the
. potential’ for others to be. located.  'This- density, ‘the depth . of two tested sites; surface
‘_,tfobservations of human bone at least six sites, and the variabillty within the artifactual
b e nd faunal inventories already apparent from the very limited data base, all suggest ‘that
o information from Anacapa is ‘essential for the understanding of: prehistoric ‘events,
__'“sequences, development;: settlement, and contact in’ the broader regions of" ‘the Santa
Nﬂ"Barbara Channel and adjaceit mainland. It is now apparent that use of this island was
“more than sporadic or casual. There are no radiocarbon dates as yet, but Rozaire

978: 32) has estimated: that " occupation. at 4-Anl-8 began more than. 3,000 years. ago,v
g‘gthough Glassow assigns it a span between 0. A.D. into the Late Period. (1978: ~21).
 Anacapa Island is the only Santa Barbara Channel island to. retain its native, historical

* Chumash name, 'ANYAPAH, translated as - "dece1v1ng in: anpearance."

Fariis 6 ethnic) s ‘"’Lues,etbnohistoric and ethnographic research is just v
‘beginning to- yield. use information in the form of Chumaspplace names and details of the:!.r
use of the island and relationships to the Anglo entrepreneurs. The Har¥ington papers

(info "Librado) suggest, for; example, ‘the names of pasnene luktikai for the landing
at ~Api1-21) ; lulapin for the historic rancheria (4=An1-15); and k'waan

f'\

3 4-Anl-18), and at least 19 other place- names which may

i ultimately be correlated w I archaeological sites. Librado himself was one of the Chumash
- Indians who helped Bill Dover in hunting seals (Craig 1977.) Although Chumash deséendents
:do not have specific associations with Anacapa island locations,” they ‘have expressed their
desire for the continued preservation of .those archeological resources.

A thoug h two sites clusters are probably related to landing places and the group on
is near a reliable water source, other variables affecting settleme
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are not yet known. Another research implication is the socio-economic organization
which institutionalized relatioms through trade, marriage, and ceremonialism between d
Anacapa and Santa Crugz Islands, the mainland, or both.

The location of the island supplies an assumption that it may have been an important
node in navigation between Pt. Mugu and/or Ventura and the outer islands. The bladelet .
industry suggests a specialized role, and ethnographic references in the Harrington notes
to Eagle Peak imply a ritual function. Other hypotheses amenable to archaeological
testing concern the relationships between population growth and environmental change,
exploitation of any unique resources, adaptation to an insular habitat, and the effects

of culture contact upon ‘the Chumash society.’

Historical archaeological resources on Anacapa are still underrepresented in the site
inventory. For example, 4-Anl-21 on Middle Anacapa, although recorded as a prehistoric
resource, contains the following historic remains: cistern, dock or landing platform,.
trash deposits, and cabin platforms. at the minimum, and at least three historic
persons are known to have lived here. These remains have the potential to yield data
through the processes of historical archaeology about the nature and purposes of
non-Chumash life on the island, resources, exploited, trade with the mainland, other
aspects of exploration and settlement in this unusual environment, plus the rare
opportunity to study interaction and contacts with the Indians. Comparable historic
remains with the same potential and significance are present on West Anacapa at 4-Anl-5
and ~6. There is further potential for historical resources undocumented at this time:
a possible dock or sheep-loading chute on West Anacapa, historical site at

and physical remains from those activities which led to the name .of

These resources appear to be of:ldcal significance.

In the same sense that San Miguel Island to the west is important as the outermost or
most remote of this island chain, Anacapa resources, both historical and prehistoric,
are expected to contain information which is-different because it is the closest. to
“the mainland. Even oh-the basis’ of-the. limited‘archaeologlcal data complled ﬁdate, it
3s. apparent that ‘the 1slands were utlllzed at-different timés. and for different'reasons,
‘and-an-understanding: of each: one separately: considered‘and to&hhe southern California

coastal region.
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