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Memorandum

To:

David Murphy, Chief Ranger, C & 0 Canal, National Historical Park

From:

Plant Pathologist/Integrated Pest Management Coordinator, Center
for Urban Ecology

Subject:

Allegheny Mound Ants, Formica exsectoides, at Great Falls Park,
Maryland

At the request of Christine Kinneary, Park Ranger, Carol DiSalvo, John
Short, and I visited Great Falls Park, Maryland, on June 10, to examine the
Allegheny mound ants. Concern centered on the relationship of the ants to
the current and proposed trail system. The following comments and
recommendations are based on our observations and discussions with Ranger
Kinneary.

The current trail system is haphazard, poorly marked and very confusing.
Most likely the visitors who happen upon the trails are casual walkers
primarily interested in the canal and the river. Once on the trails these
visitors become confused and lose direction. The "main trail" passes
through the largest array of ant mounds in the park. Visitors walking
slowly or resting on the trail can easily and unexpectedly find themselves
surrounded by ants. The ants large mandibles can cause a painful bite,
particularly discomforting to children.
Routine use of the trail has had a detrimental effect upon the ant

colonies. Casual vandalism appeared to be a common occurrence along the
trail with sticks and stones being used to disrupt the mounds.
The main interpretive trail should be relocated out of the principal ant
area as indicated on the enclosed revised "Gold Mine Interpretive Trail"
map. As discussed on our visit, however, a trail through the ant colonies
should still be available for those visitors specifically interested in the
ants. The trail could extend from point 2 (see map) to the tow path or
back to the main trail.

The trail should be unmarked or at the most be

discretely marked to avoid casual use. It would be unwise to over
interpret this resource since extensive casual visitation could lead to

increased vandalism. An "under the counter" interpretive brochure should
be prepared and a collection of literature made available to those
specifically Interested in the ants.

