
The 'Xanal Clipper"

The "Canal Clipper" is a barge constructed
in 1976 reflecting the lines of the old wooden
barges. The hull is a combination of wire mesh
and a special type of cement. Unlike barges
of 100 years ago, the "Clipper" Is designed to
carry people and not coal. Other additions not
found on the old barges are restroom facilities.

Using the "Canal Clipper" as a backdrop, the
staff of the C&O Canal National Historical Park

presents vignettes of canal life and activities.

On each trip we perform typical tasks including
leading mules, guiding the barge into and out
of the lock, working a lock and locking through.
We accomplish these tasks in much the same
manner as barge workers did during the days of
the working canal. We bring you some of the
joys, the trials and the experiences of a
canaller's life.

Through the traditional use of the mules, locks,
the barge and the canal, we hope to share with
each of you our love for the canal and our
appreciation of the men, women and children
who built, maintained and worked on this
great waterway.

"Canal Clipper" in 1976

Length 26.5 meters (87 feet)
Beam 3.7 meters (12 feet)
Empty Weight 27.2 metric tons (30 tons)
Cargo Capacity 60-65 people
Construction Materials —

Wood and Ferro-cement

Power Source 2 mules

Average Cruising Speed 3.2 kph (2 mph)

Life on a
C&O Barge
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