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ON THE FOURTH OF JULY, 1828, President John Quincy 
Adams turned the first spadeful of earth fo r the con­

struction of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at Little Falls 
(see Map One). On the same day, in a much less impressive 
ceremony, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad began construc­
tion of its right of way from Baltimore to Cumberland. 
The canal met the railroad head-on at Point of Rocks, where 
both transportation companies fought for the same narrow 
shelf of land along the Potomac. The canal won the legal 
battle-but lost the race to Cumberland. Beset by financial 
and labor problems, the canal construction lagged more than 
four years behind the railroad in reaching Cumberland, 
and never fully recovered. 

The railroad still runs along the river for most of its 
length above the Monocacy River. Freight trains loaded with 
coal from the West Virginia highlands run daily along the 
river, as well as a more recent development: commuter train 
from Harpers Ferry and Martinsburg to Washington, D .C. 

During the Civil War, the area between Lower Mason 
Island and the Monocacy River known as White's Ford be­
came one of the most important crossing points for Con­
federate Armies advancing into the North. Robert E. Lee 
crossed here from Virginia on September 6, 1862, on his way 
to Antietam. The river formed an important dividing line 
between North and South, and was crossed many times by 
advancing or retreating troops. Mrs. 

POINT OF ROCK 

A nan I\ passage through the C1t.xtir \l 'lmt.un' r 
'1ded "!edge along the river JU't " 1de encm~h l r the 
canal r the railroad, but not both \n epK lei:;al battle 
en;ued gomg to court in the early 11'' ' The 1ud~t'llt 
""" ' 1r tavor of the canal in l ''i. The mln>ad built the 
Point of Rocks tunnel after the Cini \\ ar and added a 
smgle track around the tunnel in the 1%lr,. The Point ol 
H.ockc.; Rmlroad Station 1s an outstanding bit of railroad 
architecture, markmg the iunchon ot the metropohtan 
branch of the B&O and the old main freight line. F1;/1mg 
at P01nt of Rocks include::, channel catfish, sucker perch, 
carp, ..,mc.lllmuuth b..1~~. :-.unfbh, and bluegill. 
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HIS1 O IUCA L NOTES 

0 Bnud Rim Aqueduct: Onlv wooden Aqueduct 
on the canal. 

• 
Ba/I, B/uffJ\"atimml Ce111cteni: Site of oneot the 
Cm! War"" earlie't ruttil">. in October 1861 

• 
Tu.<><.1ltor11 Pnvt Brrd..:c S1h•: BnJge Wih built to. 
JYtnd mtt-rtcn:nl:t.' behn'l'n l,mal and il•rn 
traft11,,._, but thte\l...., made 1t unpopular h.•m· 
appro.ich be1..:<11ru.~ kno'' n c.1"> "Rogue' ., Road ·• 
ht.Hllt:' ot the "Robm I Lxki of I oudoun 
lounh 

~MERY COUNTY----.-...----

~_,-

• 
Harrzwn lsl1111d: L.~rhC'tt ,,(,md in tht..> Poto­
m.lL, once inhab1t('d b\ P1~.1t,n\<n and 
l'u"'l: .. 1rorci Indians. · 

• 
~\~1rehouse nm1:,: Grain loading location dur­
ing the period of Conrad'> ~em'. 

• 
F1~ 'z fr«T15: A comrnon \\'cl\' for Indian<, and 
c.uly settlers to catch fi.,h wa~ by building 
V-,haped md. tonnahon-; m the nver, and 

~ \1.1!.md-. Ft~rrt(. One llt tht• oklt•-.t , n. ........ m~ "*" plate'- on thl' Plltom,1c p.ut ot tht.• lnJ1 .. m 
' ·\\arnor Path" Ferf\ tlpt-ralL~i .1'- eJrh a ... 
17.=i.~; ..,1te \\,,.., tht) ..,n•nt• ot c.t.•\ erJl Cl\ 11 \\.:ir 
11\ 't..•r cm ... ..,mg .... 

A Cahw R1..l<>... \lultH.lllort"li lm1e .. tl,nt· 11"'4.l 

W kno~,n.1'->l\tomJ1.. \lublt· \1-.fblt:.•tn>mhm­
path. l:'-tl.->d m u111-.tru~hnn 1..lt L ~ lap1tl1l 

'\fartm,burg Rd. 
torcin~ f1,h mto basket<.;. Rock traps .ire mo..,t 
\ 1'11blc from the air. 

A Gmzp Nmawhir Prnate "x)rhmt'n'.., duli 
W operated bv the Fredem_k. County r1-.h .-md 

Camt' Pnlk'<:.ti\(' \<.'.'>\Xtatitm 

0 Sp111J.."·,.. Ferri/ 

WHITE'S FEIUlY 

The l.1c..t regularly operJting ferry on the Potnm.x Rt\ t.-"T \\ ht•rt• Jt 
~lilt' hme there .,., ere mort~ thzm 100. The .nea " -a-. ongm.Jll\ k.m. \\. n 
J .. Conrad'~ Fern·. fhe urrent terf\' boat. the Cener.11 Juhal J-... ul\ 

l .... been operating ~i°' 1l"J5-l. Fet.; b $1.~ one wa\ (ar-.. :!S<: on 
>t. tern• operates 6 A\l t1> 11 PM all \"ear. On the \1.m !Jnd , d< 
t·~ i' a p101ic area, phone.:.,, par".mg, and ,1 gnKrn· ... ton.' 
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