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PREFACE

This report has been prepared to satisfy in part theareh needs for ¢éhpreservation and inte
pretation of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal within the city of Cumberland, Maryland.

The canal within Cumberland is physically divided into two secti®hs. first section is nearly
three miles long and remains unaltered from ite taneteenth and early twentieth centupy a
pearanceThis section begins at the Cumberland city line just above Evitts Creek at mile 180.7
and runs up to the long concrete waste weir at mile 188&second section, on the other hand,
has been completehltered from its late nineteenth and early twentieth century appeardmece.
canal bed and towpath in this section lie beneath twenty feet of landfill, the result of a fleod co
trol project completed in the 1980 This section begins at the long coneretaste weir at mile
183.5 and continues to the stone remairthe two parallel locks at mile 184%5.

Since the canal bed and towpath have been so drastically altered in the historic center of Cu
berland, the possibilities for interpretation are fellerefore, the primary importance of this
study lies in its attempt to present a detailed history of the canal at Cumberland based on primary
sources.

In accordance with the National Park Service Activity Standards of 1971 this study deals with
the historial background of a previously unstudied area of the Chesapeake and Ohio &anal N
tional Historical Park. Although almost every historic structure report on the canal contains
some reference to the importance of Cumberland, there has not been a study si@edieo

the canal at Cumberlanth the private sector there have been two published histories ef All
gany County and one published history of the city of Cumberlaitdough these sources do
deal with the importance of the canal to Cumberland irs¢itend half of the nineteenth century,
they are limited in their coverage and contain little primary documentation on the canal.

Cumberland is a city with a rich histoyn pre-Colonial days a major Shawnee town flourished
on the presernday site of Cumérland.During thecolonial period the Ohio Company selected a
site near preserttay Cumberland to erect a warehouse for the western Bhoetly afterwards

a colonial fort was erected was erected where the Episcopal Church now Samderland
eventudly served as a terminus for the National Road, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and
Chesapeake and Ohio Canslthough the canal story is the central theme of this study, attention

1 The lower parallel lock, which has begited in, can still be clearly seen under the Western Maryland trestle.

This lock had two sets of gates and serves as a combination guard and river lock. Therefore, it was s@metimes r
ferred to as a lift lock. The upper lock, on the other hand, is baotigeable under the trestle. This lock had only

one pair of gates and thus served primarily as a feeder lock. It was originally referred to as a flume beaause it co
ducted water from the river around the lower lock into the basin.

2 Public Law 91664 whth created the Chesapeake and Ohio National Historical Park in 1971, did not provide
for additional land acquisition along the eighile stretch of the canal from just above Lock 75 at North Branch to
the Guard Lock at Cumberland. The canal rAghtvay dong this eightimile stretch averages about 150 feet in
width, thus providing about a 450t wide buffer on each side of the-&ibt wide canal. The city officials of @uor

berland tried unsuccessfully in 1972 to have Public Lav6®1 amended to provide facquisition in the Cumlve

land area. The city of Cumberland presently owns about 150 acres between the canal and the river at Candoc in
South Cumberland. See tlihesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, District of Columbia/Maryland,
General Plan (Washington: National Park Service, 1978), p. 77.
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Vi Preface

has also been given to Cumberlébroad historic pasParticular attetion has been given to

the various railroad lines which converged on Cumberl@hdse railroads in conjunction with

the canal made Cumberland the Queen City of the Alleganies during the second half c#-the nin
teenth century



Recommendations
Recommend#ons for Preservation and Interpretation.

The preservation of the canal at Cumberland should present no problems in the future. The flood
control project which covered over most of the basin area is in the past and there are no present

threats to the maining structures or to the undisturbed portion of the canal in South Gumbe

land. The canal is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is theoretically protected
by a body of preservation laws passed over the last decade.

On the other hat) there are several problems involved in the future interpretation of the canal at
Cumberland. As implied throughout this study, Cumberland was second only to Georgetown as
a canal town. In one sense, Cumberland was probably even more important tigeid3eno

because of Cumberland's closeness to the coal region. After 1850 the few goods coming up from
Georgetown were insignificant compared to the coal leaving the basin at Cumberland.

Since the historic basin area in downtown Cumberland has beenl aker@st beyond recogn

tion, the possibilities for interpreting this area are not great. A National Park Service mobile i
terpretative unit could be scheduled to visit the terminus area periodically to tell the Cumberland
story. The possibility also exssthat the old Western Maryland Railroad Station above the guard
and feeder locks could be used as an interpretative center to tell not only the canal story but also
the closely related railroad story. A reliable source indicates that the station isvnexd by

Allegany County and the possibility exists that the National Park Service and the county may
eventually work out some arrangement for using the builtling.

The interpretative signs for the guard and feeder locks appear to be adequate witlsmtae ba

ea. There should, however, be signs on Baltimore and Wineow Streets to direct visitors to the
basin area. Signs should also be placed near the stop gate and large concrete waste weir at the
southern end of the basin area.

In South Cumberland whetke canal bed and towpath have not been substantially alteced, se
tions of the canal could possibly be easily rewatered. There are, however, no canal structures to
interpret in this area.

Recommendations Regarding Further Historic Research.

The authoihas thoroughly investigated the records of the canal company for this report. Primary
and secondary sources related to the history of the city of Cumberland were also examined by the
author at the Library of Congress, the Allegany County Courthousg|ldgany County Histo

ical Society and the Allegany Community College. The author therefore feels that no fugther hi
torical research is needed on the canal at Cumberland.

Interview with David Forney, Ranger Interpreter, North branch, Maryland, September 21, 1978.
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CHAPTER 1.
Early Indian Inhabitants of the Wills Creeki Potomac River Area.

The earliest known inhabitants of the area that wdatdr be called Cumberland, were the
Shawanese or ShawnéeShe Shawnees were one of many groups belonging to the Algonquin
linguistic family, which ranged from North Carolina to the Hudson Bay and tr@meastern
seaboard westward to the Mississippi.

Historians are uncertain as to when the Shawnees first settled in thA@mealing to William

H. Lowdermilkds History of Cumberland (Marylandjhe first record of the Shawnee presence in

the area datesom 1728.Although Lowdermilk does not give the source of his information, he
states that in 1728 the Shawnees had a town called Caiuctucuc at the junction of two streams
called the Cohongaronta (North Branch of the Potomac) and the Caiuctucuc (W\elkd. Che

town of Caiuctucuc (so named because of the creek) was situated on land lying between the two
streams withiithe greater portion of the town being located upon the site of the west side of the
present city of Cumberlan.

The Shawnees apparendipandoned Caiuctucuc and the rest of Western Maryland befaye Eur
peans moved into the areaccording to one source, the Shawnees could possibly have antic
pated European intrusions and simply moved to avoid cofflitte earliest map of the area
(drawn n 1751) simply calls the aréébandoned Shawnee Land# few Indians did however
remain in the area hose few that remained were probably siffglmily members who decided
not to fol7low the rest of the Shawnees or members of roving parties who wesethetShav-

nee tribe.

Some of the Indians who remained in the area were apparently viewed with deferencelby the E
ropeans who moved in amongst thdragends grew up around several Indiadsme Indians

left their names to area landmarks despite thetlf@ttmany original Indian names were changed
or forgotten.

The story of Chief Will is perhaps the best example of how legends grew up around some of the
Indians who remained after the arrival of Europeaording to Lowdermilks History of
Cumberland Chief Will was a fultblooded Shawnee who decided to rem@aith his family

and a few followergin fithe land of their fatheégrather than flee the approach of the Europeans.
When the whites moved into the area, Will and an Indian companion named Eveneglthem

* Harry |. Stegmaier, Jr., et. alAllegany County: A HistoryfParsons, West Virginia: McClain Printing Co

1976), pp. 810. Seealsbunk and Wagnall 6s New St andanrNewYorkcFunkonar y

and Wagnall és Co. , Il nc. , 1963), p. 70.
> William H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland (Maryland) from the time of the Indian Town, Caiucticuc,
1728, up to the present day, embracing an account of

together with a hi st dWaghingtdn D.B.r la AnglioncPkblisber, 487§ eeprintedj iRalh
more: Regional Publishing Cdl971), p. 18. In 1728 the Shawnees also had other towns along the Upper Potomac.
One of the best known of the other towns was the one located at the present site of Oldtown. See LowWdermilk,
tory of Cumberlandpp. 18 19. See also Stegmaiétilegany Couty: A History p. 10.

®  StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 10.

" Ibid., See also Lowdermillistory of Cumberlandp. 20.
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2 Chapter | Early Indian Inhabitants

with kindnessWill & fiwigwam was built in a little cove lying betweiVills Mountain and

Wills Knob, a distance dfiabout three miles from the mouth of the ckeekich also bears his

name Will & claim to the property in the vicinity of hisvelling was respected to a small degree.
Whenever a white settler obtained a grant, Will was paiikitee 0 for compensationWhen

Thomas Cresap, at the behest of Governor Bladen, surveyed the earliest tracts of land in the area
in 1745, one of the trés was given the name Watl Town.Will lived out his latter years in the

same little cove along Wills Creekle died there sometime around the end of the American
Revolution.His immediate descendants intermarried with whites, but continued to live in the
Wills Creek area until as late as 1810.

8 Lowdermilk, History of Cumberlandpp. 21 22. See also Stegmaiekllegany County: A Historyp. 19 and

James Walker Thoas and Thomas John Chew Williarhistory of Allegany County, Marylan@ Vols. (Cumbe
land: L. R. Titsworth and Co., 1923; reprinted, Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1969), p. 10.



CHAPTER I
Early European Settlenent

European settlement of Western Maryland began sometime after AllBGugh Marylands
Eastern Shore was well settled by 1730, only a few whites had penetrated Marplacidoun-
try by that daté.

The movement into Marylai@sl backcountry was started by Scetdbh and German Settlers
from southwestern Pennsylvania.the early 1736 these settlers began to push southward onto
the Monocacy Valley area of what would eventpiaecome Frederick County.

As the Germans and Scottiish moved from Pennsylvania into Western Maryland, a quarrel
developed between the Calvert and Penn families over the boundary line between the-+two col
nies™ Between 1732 and 1736 Pennsylvaniand Btarylanders conducted retaliatory border
raids against each othdhe Maryland guerrilla leader, Thomas Cresap gained the confidence of
Lord Baltimords agent and adviser, Daniel Dulany, and conducted several raids with @ulany
approval.The undeclareevar came to an end in 1736 when Cresap was temporarily imprisoned
by the PennsylvanianBulany gained Cresé@p release and then developed an economic partne
ship with Cresap which was designed to strengthen Lord Baltimarestern claims and at the
sametime make sizeable personal profi¥ith Cresap as his agent Dulany proceeded te pu
chase huge chunks of western lands which Cresap surveyed and resold to the nev settlers.

Thomas Cresap continued in the service of Daniel Dulany for a number ofayebeventually
moved further wesin 1737 Cresap purchasédong Meadow on Antietam Creek with the aid

of Dulany.In 1742 Cresap moved over into present day Allegany County and settled at the site
of fiKing Opessé Towng an abandoned Shawnee villagte renamed the place Skipton, but

the name never took hol&ettlers who followed Cresap to Skipton continued to call the place
fiShawanese Old Towrand eventually the name was shortened to Oldtdwn.

9
10

StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 12.

Ibid. See also Thomas John Chew Williams and Folger McKinseljstory of Frederick County, Maryland®

Vols. (Cumberland: L.R. Titsworth and Co., 1910; reprinted, Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 19671Jp. 1

By 1748 enough settlers were in the backcountry regigustdy the creation of the new county of Frederickt-Se

tlement was so thin, however, that the new county included what is now Frederick, Montgomery, Washireggton, All

gany and Garrett counties, as well as part of Carroll County. The new county thus cbatgnmeximately three

fourths the total land within the state. See John Thomas Sttistdry of Western Marylan® Vols, (Philadelphia:

L. H. Evarts, Publisher, 1882; reprinted, Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1986), p. 58.

% Atthe sametimeMargind 6s boundary with Virginia was also in di
12 stegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 12 14.

13 Ibid., pp. 1315. This was one of the first white settlements in Allegany County. See Thomas and Williams,

History of Allegany County, Marylang. 12. Thomas Cresap, however, was probably not the first white person to

settle in present day Allegany County. That distinction probably belongs to an Englishman named Evart. According

to legend, Evart was disappointed by an unsuccessful courtship ancethideddto leave preseday Washington

County and move into the mountains near Rocky Gap, seven miles northwest of what is today the city of Cumbe

l and. There he | ived until his death in 1750.tainfThe ear |
Later these |l andmarks were corrupted into EMistarytofs Cr ee!
Allegany County, Marylandg. 11. See also Stegmaiéilegany County: A Historypp. 15 16.

3



4 Chapter II Early European Settlers

In 1745 Cresap was temporarily employed by Governor HsoBladen of Maryland to survey
the area known aBWalnut Bottono which is the site of the present city of Cumberlanhlis
survey did not lead, however, to any immediate settlement of Walnut Bbtwny. significant
settlement of the Wills Creek/Potomaw& area would have to wait until 1750 and the arrival
of the Ohio Company.

14 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 15, 69.



CHAPTER 11l
The Ohio Company

At the same time that Marylaéglboundary with Pennsylvania was in dispute, a dispute &iso e
isted over the western boundary between Maryland argia. According to Lord Baltimorés
charter, the boundary line between his colony and Virginia rested d@fitsteFountain of the
River Pottowmack The precise location of thirst fountairdo was unknownLord Baltimores
adviser Daniel Dulany probblearned from Thomas Cresap that somewhere in the backcountry
the Potomac separated into two streams, the North Branch and the South Biracethe South
Branch was the larger of the two streams, Dulany decided to lay the prdpr@éom along the
South Branchlf this claim had been accepted it would have added a vast area to Lard Balt
more&s colony™

Dulanyés decision to use the South Branch as the boundary between the two colonies was also
probably in response to a boundary survey ordered 8 by3Lord Fairfax of Virginia.This

survey concluded that the source of the North Branch of the Potomac marked the northernmost
boundary of Lord Fairfads holdings:°

In 1744 Dulany went himself in search of fiifest fountainp but cold weather cut shdnis mis-
sion. Dulany, therefore never saw the two branches of the Potomac, although his agent Thomas
Cresap had lived in the area of the two branches (at Oldtown) sincé’1742.

In 1746 Lord Fairfax ordered another survey to determine the northernmostabpurfchis
lands.This survey party, which included several prominent individuals, also concluded that the
boundary line between Maryland and Virginia was the North Brafhioé.group placed a bodn

ary stone near the present site of Harpers Ferry, at aitheinconsidered to be tlilbeadspring

of the Potomac®

Five years later (in 1751) two members of the survey party, Peter Jefferson, the father of Thomas
Jefferson, and Joshua Fry, a surveyor from Albemarle County, Virginia, published a map of the
dispued region which indicated the survey pé&typoundary lineThe map also indicated the
fAbandoned Shawnee Lardaround Wills Creek as well asi@oal Mine further west near
Georgés Creek’® The boundary dispute between Maryland and Virginia soon taminseplace,
however, to other events happening in the two colonies.

15 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 14. See also Donald M. Doz@wrtrait of the Free State: A History

of MarylandCambridge, Maryland: Tidewater Publishers, 1976), ppi 203.

6 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 16. See als€harles MorrisonThe Western Boundary of Maryland

(Parsons, W. Va.: McClain Printing Co., 1976), p. 6.

7 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 14 16.

18 According to Stegmaier, the 1746 survey was ordered by Lord Fairfax because the earliefl§@&ekhad not

been approved, and thus fAthe cl aims of t hAleganp@mn-endi ng
ty: A History, pp. 16 17.

¥ This is the first record of the presence of coal in Western Maryland. This map also indicates Stawnees

had abandoned their lands along the Upper Potomac before any sizeable number of white settlers moved into the
area. See Stegmaiéllegany County: A Historypp. 17, 130.

5



6 Chapter IlI The Ohio Company

There had existed for a number of years a fairly lucrative fur trade between the French and the
Indians in the Ohio Valleyi-or a number of years Pennsylvania trappers also had shatesl in
trade.In 1749 a group of prominent citizens from Maryland and Virginia organized the Ohio
Company of Virginia with the aim of entering the fur trade and competing with the French and
Pennsylvanian®

The Ohio Company, chartered in 1749, includedlsimembership some of Marylagsdand Vi-
giniads bestknown citizensAs indicated by the charter, the members of the company, although
primarily concerned with profit, agreed to becomefienguard of the British advarcmto the

Ohio Country, an areelaimed by both Britain and FrancEhe compangs charter contained a
land grant offtwo hundred thousand actem the Ohio CountryThe charter also offered the
company the possibility of receivirg@00,000 additional acres# a fort was built and 200aimi-

lies settled ther&'

The Ohio Company originally decided to build its fort atfiRerks of the Ohio where the Ohio,
Monongahela and Allegany rivers me&twar had just been ended between France and Britain,
however, and company members were rehtcta do anything that might renew hostiliti@he
company therefore decided to postpone the erection of a fort &Fdinkes of the Ohio and n-
stead build a trading post or warehouse on the Potomac at Wills Qieeknouth of Wills
Creek was selectedbause this spot was thought to befilngper limit of satisfactoyPotomac
navigation®?

When the Ohio Company built its warehouse (or storehouse) in 1750 the nearby creék was a
ready known as Wills Creek and the area around the site of the storehaukseowa as Wills
Town?® The 1750 storehouse wlscated on the west side of Wills Creek, north of the diurer
Maryland?*

In 1752, however, the Ohio Company decided to build a storehouse on the Virginia side of the
Potomac.This storehouse was referremlas thefiNew Storehouseé.lt was located near the gpr

sent town of Ridgeley, West Virginidhe fiNew Storehousiewas built because the Ohio Qe

pany had decided to make Wills Creek a permanent storagerage@hio Company evidently
expected the area t@tome an important trading cent€he land surrounding thiiNew Stoe-

hous® was surveyed on both the Virginia and Maryland sides of the Potdineas then diwil-

ed into lots and the name of the area changed from Wills Town to Charlotteburg in honor of
Princess Charlotte Sophfa.

2 Walter S. SanderlinThe Great National Project: A History of the Glapeake and Ohio Can@Baltimore: The
John Hopkins Press, 1946), p. 22. See also Stegmdiisgany County: A Historyp. 17.

StegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 18 19.

Ibid., p. 19. See also Sanderlirhe Great National Projecp. 25.

StegmaierAIIegany County: A Historyp. 19.

Lowdermilk, History of Cumberlandp. 30.

Princess Charlotte Sophia later became the wife of King Geordbeidl, pp. 2931. See also Stegmaidille-
gany County: A Historyp. 20 and Sanderliifhe Grat National Projectp. 25.
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The Ohio Company Chapter IlI 7

In the meantime the Ohio Company in 1751 had hired Thomas Cresap and the famous Indian
explorer, Nemacolin, to survey a road between Wills Creek aniFibris of the Ohi@?® The

coming conflict between the French and Englistwéwer, soon put an end to the progress being
made by the Ohio Company.

% stegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 20. See also LowdermilKistory of Cumberlandp. 29 and Sande

lin, The Great National Projecp. 26.



CHAPTER IV
Fort Cumberland

In 1752 the Ohio Company sent a group of settlers téRheks of the Ohia@in spite of the fact
that the company had not built any fortifications in ainea’’

In order to check the growing British influence on the edge of the Ohio Country, the French in
1753 began to build a series of fortifications stretching from Lake Erie towards the Ohi&®River.

Members of the Ohio Company viewed the French fodtfon movement with alarnOne of
the stockholders of the company who was in a particularly good position to do something to
counter the French was the riyal governor of Virginia, Robert Dinwiddie.

Dinwiddie feared that the French would eventually tretect a fort at théForks of the Ohim
Although thefiForks of the Ohio was within the colony of Pennsylvania, both Virginia and
Pennsylvania claimed parts of the Ohio Vall§ince Pennsylvania Quakerdominated Asse-

bly had always been reluctant tefdnd the colon$ frontier, Dinwiddie felt obliged to seek
permission from the Crown to secure fiiteorks of the Ohio for the Ohio Company and the
Crong.The Crown agreed and authorized Dinwiddiie use force if necessary to secutee
area’

Dinwiddie at first tried to persuade the French to leave the Ohio Country by sending them an u
timatum in October 1753 he bearer of this ultimatum was George Washingdtis instructions

were to deliver the ultimatum and at the same time spy on the Frenchedefetise Ohio Cau

try. The French refused the ultimatum and Washin@tgarty ended up being chased back to
Wills Creek by Indians allied with the Frenth.

When Dinwiddiés ultimatum was rejected, Captain William Trent was ordered inlmid to
proceedwith a small party and builthe Ohio Compar longawaited fort at the Forks of the
Ohio 6 Trent and his men were driven off, however, and the Frépobceeded to occupy the
site and build Fort Duquesigé

In the meantime, Washington was sent witknaall force to join Trent at th&Forks of the
Ohio 6 Although he met Treids defeated party heading back from the Forks and learned that the
French greatly outnumbered his small force, Washington proceeded towards Fort Duigaesne.
defeated a small Frendbrce at the Great Meadows but was himself defeated on July 3 by a
larger French army which forced him to surrender Fort Necessity on Juhe4=rench andnt

dian War had now begufi.

27

StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 20.

2 pid., p. 21.
29 bid.

% Ibid., p. 22.
3 bid., p. 23.

32 Ibid., pp. 23 24.



Fort Cumberland Chapter IV 9

In January 1754 Governor Dinwiddie had written to Governor Horatigghof Marylantf to
inform him of the planned Trent/Washington expedition to build a fort atiffoeks of the
Ohio0 Although this expedition ended in Washingi®mlefeat at Fort Necessity, Dinwid&ie
letter to Sharpe is interesting because it revdedsrmhportance of the Wills Creek area even at
this early dateDinwiddie asked Sharpe to send men and supplies to aid in the expéestitaope
was to have his men assembled in Mdich. . at a Place called Wills Creek, on the Head of the
Potowmack, whih [Sharpe had] chosen for the RendezvousThe Maryland legislature was
uncooperative and Sharpe was unable to aid the expetfition.

In late 1854 Dinwiddie again asked for Shaspaid for an expedition against the Frenthe
expedition was to be lday Colonel James Innes of South Carolf@harpe was requestedrto. .

order the building [of] a Magazine for provisions, any where near Wills Creek, large enough to
receive provisions for 1500 Men for one yeard Sharpe was also to build a new rdaoim

Rock Creek to Wills Creek to aid the movement of Id@mesmy.Finally, Sharpe was to furnish

the expedition with one hundred Maryland militianf&n.

Sharpe was able to raise but fifty mém.September he appointed Captain John Dagworthy to
lead thento Wills Creek.Governor Dinwiddie also had trouble raising his Virginia foréasn-

tually he postponed the planned attack on Fort Duquesne and instead sent Innes with only one
hundred men to fortify the Ohio Compaaystorehouse at Wills Creék.

By November 1754 Governor Sharpe of Maryland had been appointed commander of colonial
operations against the French pending the arrival of General Braddock from Erigiaredi-

ately after his appointment, Sharpe went to inspect the fortifications at Wills @naek, who

had arrived at Wills Creek in September, had abandoned the idea of fortifyifiyeieStoe-

houseo Instead he ordered the construction of a fort which he named Mount PléAtesnt.
Sharpe arrived in November, he found that the fort being lbyilbnes was lacking in mangr

spects and therefore ordered the Maryland forces to construct another much larger fort on a hill
overlooking the smaller onén a letter to Dinwiddie, Sharpe explained why he ordered the new
fort build:

| found the Indeperehts [the independent companies] preparing for themselves Barracks, having
already completed the small Stoccado Fort about which you were advised they were employed;
but as the Fort they have finished is exceedingly small its Exterior Side not exceeiliiegt] 2
conceived it requisite or rather absolutely necessary to have another much larger raisedt on an a
jacent and more elevated piece of Ground which | have ordered the Maryland Companty to pr
ceed on and | hope they will be able to finish it this winfde Eminence on which it will betsi

uated gives it an entire Command of that already completed and will defend a Face of that small
Fort to which an Enemy might at present approach without being much annoyed or hardly seen
from within. However That on Wwich the Troops have been employed may be useful at present
and will serve to enclose Store Houses of a Magazine after the other is completed, which | think

3 Sharpe was appointed Governor in 175&., p. 28.

% bid., p. 30.
% bid.
% Ibid., pp. 30 31.
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by advanced Out Work or two will be easily defended against a considerable humber of Troops
that mg presume to attack it with only a light Train.

General Braddock did not arrive at Wills Creek until May 10, 1Bsmn after his arrival hees
named the new fort, Fort Cumberland, in honor of the Duke of CumbeifaedDuke was the
son of George Il anthe CaptairGeneral of the British Army?

The story of Braddodk defeat at Fort Duquesne is wieflown and does not need to be retold
here.After Braddocks defeat in July 1755 most of the settlers in the Wills Creek/Fort Gumbe
land area fled easthosefew who were brave enough to stay had to face the constant threat of
Indian raids with little prospect of aid from the small force at Fort Cumbetfand.

After BraddocKks defeat, Fort Cumberland was commanded for a short time by Capigin Da
sworthy.In late 1755 the fort came under the command of George Washington when he became
fiColonel of the Virginia Regiment and CommandecChief of all forces now raised in the-d

fense of his Majestg Colonyd Washington considered Fort Cumberland to be too remote and
would not move his headquarters from Winchester to CumberTdredsecalled iWashingtoids
Headquartescabin at Fort Cumberland was used only on the few occasions when Washington
made inspection tours of the f4ft.

Fort Cumberland became even less digamt when Governor Sharpe completed Fort Frederick
near North Mountain in late 1758 fact, after the completion of Fort Frederick, Fort Cumbe

land became a liability and Governors Sharpe and Dinwiddie began to argue over which of the
colonies should & responsible for its maintenan&harpe assumed responsibility for the fort
after 1756, although it was generally accepted that it was of little importatideecame cm-

pletely unnecessary to maintain Fort Cumberland after General Forbes capturBddt@sne

in November 1758A force of British troops was garrisoned at Fort Cumberland, however, until
1765, two years after the end of the French and Indiar*¥ar.

37 Ibid., pp. 3132. See also Lowdermilkiistory of Cumberlandpp. 8385. The new fort was completéd

1755.

3 As CaptainrGeneral of the British Army, the Duke had appointed Braddock Commémdiief of all colonial
ggperations against the French. See LowderrHil&tory of Cumberlandp. 88.

Allegany County: A Historyp. 46.
9 bid., p. 49.

“L bid., p. 51.

“2 bid., p. 52.

Even Thomas Cresap fled Oldtown and sought refuge atbimés home on t he Conocochea



CHAPTER V
Cumberland and the New Nation, 17861800

The settlers who fled the Wills Cre&kit Cumberland area immediately after Braddsaie-
feat, returned in the early 176@elative peace had come to the backcountry and soon iew se
tlers from lower Frederick County moved into the dfea.

Since the Fort Cumberland area was far removed ftamtore populated centers of colonial
Maryland, the story of the American Revolution in this area can be summarized Qineflgo-

test against Britaiis colonial policies centered mainly at Frederick, the major population center
for the countyHowever,some residents of the Fort Cumberland area were active in the various
resistance movements of the 1760s and 171#s.most notable individual was Thomas Cresap
of Oldtown who headed the Frederick County Sons of LibéBuring the Revolutionary War,
Cresaps son Michael and the Western Maryland Rifles earned distinction in Battle.

In 1775 Washington County was created out of the western areas of Frederick €anty.
Cumberland thus became a part of the new county.

In 1785 Thomas Beall of Samuel ladt a village in the Walnut Bottom tract along Wills Creek.
He called it Washington Town in honor of George Washindtoorder to give a brief history of
the tract called Walnut Bottom it is necessary to go back to Thomas Grémsagp surveys for
Govenor Bladen in 1745.

Walnut Bottom was one of the tracts in the area of Wills Creek which was surveyed by Thomas
Cresap in 1745Another tract, which has already been mentioned, was given the name Wills
Town. And still another tract was called LimestonecRd’

Although Walnut Bottom was surveyed in 1745, it remained unpopulated and undeveloped until
1785.In 1756 former Governor Bladen sold his Walnut Bottom tract to George Mason who let
the land remain in a natural state for twesgéyen yeardvlason findly sold Walnut Bottom to
Thomas Beall of Samuel on October 25, 178Beall began immediately to plan for the deve
opment of a town on his propertn 1785 he laid out the town he called Washington Town and
began to sell lot&’

In early January 1787 Bkalong with thirty-four other heads of families residing in the town,
petitioned the Maryland Legislature to pass an act of incorporaktos.legislature replied on
January 20, 1787 by passiiyn Act for the erecting a town at or near the mouth of $\dlreek

in Washington Countg.According to the act of incorporation, the town was to be céilen-

StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 58.

*Ibid., pp. 62 63.

> Ibid., pp. 66 68.

" Ibid., p. 69.

*"Ibid., pp.69i 70.

At the same time Mason also sold Beall the tract called Limestone Rock, which had earlier belonged to Thomas
Cresap. The price for the t wiidtpp.@8¢c®2s was z 1,407.10
9" Ibid., p. 70.
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12 Chapter V Cumberland and the New Nation

berland in honor of the nearby abandoned fdarhe act of incorporation provided for the @le
tion of five commissioners to run the towh.

Thomas Beall o8amuel* was born in 1744By 1760 his father, Samuel, was a resident ofi+re
erick County.Thomas served in the American Revolution as a captain and moved to the Wills
Creek area at the end of the waBeall lived there until 1823 and had a continuinguafice

upon the town he foundedror example, the first increase in the land area of the town was
caused byiBealless Additioro of 1798.Unlike most of the original area of CumberlafiBgallds
Additiono of 1798 was east of Wills CreeRuring his lifetime Reall also tried to collediground

rent® on the lots he soldAfter his death in 1823 his heirs discontinued the practice, although
many settlers had refused to pay the rents long beforetBdaltir?

In 1789 (two years after the incorporation of tlitg of Cumberland, and the year that then€o
stitution of the United States went into effect) Allegany County was created from Washington
County. The courts were to become operative on April 25, 1&tording to the census of
1790 Allegany County contaidet,809 persons which included 258 slaves and 12 free blacks.
1794 George Washington made his last trip to the Cumberland area during the Whiskey Rebe
lion. In 1795 Cumberland received its first post offiBg. 1800 Cumberland had over 125 fam

lies. The cityés first newspaper was begun in 1808 and its first bank (the Cumberland Bank of
Allegany) was incorporated in 18%4.

0 The commissioners were also resporsilor surveying and laying out additional land. They were required to

draw up and file with the County Court a map of the town. This was not done, however, untibiB0pp. 70 71.

® There were so many Thomas Bealls in Maryland that Thomas Beadl of e | added fAof Samuel 0
in order to distinguish himself from the many other Thomas Behlt, p. 71.

2 Perhaps Beall s military service led him to name the
War. Ibid.,

> |bid., pp 77, 8283, 88, 93.
* bid., p. 300.



CHAPTER VI
The Potomac Company

According to the census of 1800 Allegany County had a population of 6,303 pénsthiessame
yearthe town of Cumberland had over 125 familiBgspite its small size, however, Cumbe
land had become a significant center of trade well before 1800.

The story of the Ohio Compagsywarehouse at Wills Creek has already been Tdid. French
and Indian Warcaused a decline in the fortunes of the Ohio Compé&ing.company continued
to decline after the war because of a lack of government support.

After the American Revolution the void in the Potomac River trade created by the decline of the
Ohio Company wafilled by the Potomac Companyhe Potomac Company was chartered by
Maryland and Virginia in 178485. Its purpose was to open the Potomac from tidewater to the
fihighest point of permanent navigatiomvhich was thought to be at Fort CumberlaAd Fort
Cumbeszgland connection could be made with the Braddock Road which led f®dHes of the
Ohioo

Some of the families who had been involved in the Ohio Company, were also involved in the
Potomac Companyl.he individual most responsible for thsuccessfulaunching of the comp
ny®®’ was George Washington.

The principle plan of the Potomac Company was to build a series of skirting or bypass canals
around those unnavigable and dangerous portions of the Potbm&g89 the company had
completed three bypasarwals thus permitting an occasional boat to go from Cumberland to near
Georgetowr?® In 1790 George Washington, after visiting Otho Holland Williams at- Wi
liamsport, returned to Mount Vernon by way for the Potomac Conipanyte.The route, ha-

ever, was dt not clear between Cumberland and Williamsport and at Great Fails in 1792

the company made a contract with Thomas Beall of Samuel, the founder of Cumb@&dand,
clear the river of all obstructions from Cumberland to Williamsport by opening ttanaigh all
shoalsd Beall apparently finished his work sometime laféne Great Falls portion of the route

was not completed until 18G2.

According to Thomasand William® History of Allegany County, Marylandhe first boat to
make the trip from Cumikand to Georgetown using the Potomac Compamgute down the
river, belonged to Thomas Beall of Samuel, founder of Cumbeffand.

Sometime in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the boating business at Cumbe
land, according to Thomas and Wiims, became dominated by the Hoblitzell brothers who

®  sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 26.

Ibid., pp. 28 29.

> Ibid., pp. 28, 3D31. Washington was President of the Company.
8 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 120121.

* Thomas and Williamsistory of Allegany County, Marylang. 203.
€ Ibid., p. 205.

13



14 Chapter VI The Potomac Company

employed many skilled boatmefhe principal products transported by the Hoblitzells were
flour, whiskey and other miscellaneous farm produBEtgentually coal became the principal
product, and abduhat time, other persons got involved in the boating business at CumbB&rland.

By 1825 the boating business at Cumberland had grown and the boatmen had becorae more f
miliar and experienced at navigating the Potonfée principal products hauled to Geergwn

now were coal and flouThe designated loading place in Cumberland was an area along Water
Street®® Coal was generally loaded onto flat boa#sfirst these boats could carry no more than
300 E)gushels of coal, but by 1825 they were able to carr® bo8helsKeel boats were also
used:

The boating season was generally from February through May and the round trip fromr-Cumbe
land to Georgetown took from twelve to eighteen dayss was due to the difficulty of the+

turn trip. Actually the trip dowrntook only about three day$he return trip, however, was diff

cult and dangerousccording to Lowdermilks History of Cumberlangdfor fimost of the -
tanc® on the return tripfthe boat was propelled by means of poles, which the men placed
against theishouldersd Thus, upon arriving in Cumberland, their shoulders would oftdirdve

and sored In addition the returning boatmen encountered the dateeious channels, hidden
rocks and frequent islandlthat they faced on the trip dowh.

Probablyfione ofthe most dangerous places on the river was Cumberlandofladisarea where
Dam Number 8 of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal was later efidutee.were many disasters
on the river in this aredhe Potomac Company tried to lessen the danger at Cumbé&iddiad
by erectingfisignal posts to mark the chandiahd by constructingstone walls as coursé®’

o Ibid.

2 bid., pp. 203, 205. Some loading was also done below Cumberland Falls.

8 Lowdermilk, History of Cumberlandpp. 311312.

 Ibid., pp. 312313. The return trip was so exhaustingl atangerous that most flat boats taken to Georgetown
loaded with coal were not returned. Instead, they were broken up and sold as lumber.

% |bid., See also Thomas and Willianktistory of Allegany County, Marylang. 203.
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CHAPTER VII
The National Road

The National Road Project can be considered the third enterprise aimed at opening the West by
means of a Potomac Valleyuie®® Unlike the first two (the Ohio Company and the Potomac
Company) the third was a Federal enterprise.

The Cumberland Road resulted from the admission of Ohio as a state inTh8Ghabling lg-
islation signed by Jefferson in 1806 called for two et ©f the sale of public lands in Ohio to
go for a road to tie that state with the other states.

Cumberland was selected as the starting point of the road because from Cumberland lay the
shortest route to Ohi@€umberland was chosen over larger rivaksitsuch as Philadelphia, Ba
timore, Richmond, Virginia and Washington D.The road followed the same trail used earlier

by Nemacolin, Cresap, Christopher Gist, and General Braddock.

The contract for the first ten miles was let in 18Ifie entire 130 nhes of road was completed
to Wheeling on the Ohio River in 1818 the year of its completion, nearly a thousand freight
wagons passed between Cumberland and Whe&ling.

% The other two were the OhicoBpany and the Potomac Company. See Sand&HimGreat National Project
p. 19.
7 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 100 104.
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CHAPTER VIII
Cumberland Anticipates the Formation of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal @mpany, 18231828

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Project can be considered the fourth enterprise intended to open
the West through a Potomac Valley roffte.

By the early 182G river improvements such as those envisioned by the Potomac Company were
viewedby most supporters of internal improvements as being insufficient and clearly outmoded.
The answer to the young nati@srtransportation problems, according to most supporters of inte
nal improvements, could only be solved by the construction of compledé systems.

The era of active canal building was actually started in 1817 when the state of New York began
construction of the Erie Can&ennsylvania soon began planning its system of canals in order to
compete with the Erie for the western tra@le.the south of Pennsylvania, supporters of internal
improvements in Maryland and Virginia also began to think of the possibility of constructing an
independent canal to better tap the western trade at thé®Ohio.

Some of the supporters of the various schetméxsliild a canal up the Potomac Valley were men
who were already involved with the dying Potomac Company.

The residents of Virginia appear to have taken the lead in gathering early support for the idea of
a canal separate from the river improvements eftbtomac Companiaetween 1812 and 1823

there were three separate attempts in Virginia to charter a company to construct a canal along the
banks of the Potomdé.

By 1823, however, the supporters of a canal along the Potomac had turned most of thieir atten
to the United States Congress in an effort to obtain federal aid for the proposed fvgect.
more important, by 1823 Congress appeared to be willing to support some type of general pr
gram of internal improvements.

The first Chesapeake and Ohiar@l Convention met on Novembéi86 1823 in Washington to
beef up support for the construction of a canal along the PotGrae. meeting was called by

% The other three were the Ohio Company, the Potomac Company and the National Road. See Sémderlin,

Great NationalProject, p. 19.

% Ibid., p. 45.

0 In 1812 an attempt was made to charter a company to build a canal from Seneca to Hunting Creek. In 1816 an
attempt was made to charter a company to build a canal from Seneca to Alexandria. In 1823 the Virginia Assembly
did pass an act of incorporation for the Potomac Canal Compasoallsd to distinguish it from the old Potomac
Company). This act, however, never received the confirmation of Maryland, and therefore never became valid. See
Sanderlin,The Great National Raject p. 51.

T Ibid., p. 50.

” The Convention was originally called the AGrand Uni ol
several states. Delegates soon learned, however, that a short canal in Pennsylvania had already been given that
name.lbid., p. 52. See als&/ashingtor(D.C.) Daily National IntelligencerNovember 6, 1823.

16



Cumberland Anticipates the Canal Co. 1823 Chapter VI 17

Loudon County, VirginiaDelegates were present from several counties and cities in Virginia,
Maryland, Pennsylvania and the District of Columbia.

News of the planned Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Convention created a sizeable amount of inte
est in CumberlandA meeting was held at the courthouse in Cumberland on October 18, 1823 to
elect delegates to rement Allegany County at the Conventiofhe meeting was chaired by
William McMahon, with Jacob Lantz as Secretdfgllowing some remarks (relative to tha-i
portance of the meeting) by Roger Perry and John McMahon, the following preamble amd resol
tion were adopted:

Whereas the improvement of the navigation of the Potomac, by a Canal from Cumberland to the
seat of the National Government, with a view of connecting it with Baltimore, by a lateral one,
and an extension of the main Canal as soon as praetifrabh Cumberland to some navigable
water of the river Ohio, is, in our estimation, of immense importance to the commercial &nd poli
ical interests of the United States, and especially of several of the middle araf thestVestern
and Northwestern Stateand territories, and of incalculable advantage to this county: We ther
fore, highly appreciate the measures recommending a general meeting of Delegates from the va
ious sections of [the[ country more immediately interested in said improvement, inytha cit
Washington, on the sixth of November ri&therefore

Resolved, that john McHenry, John McMahon, Michael C. Sprigg, George Bruce, John
Hoye, Upton Bruce and Jacob Lantz, be appointed as Delegates in behalf and on the part of this
county, to attend thgaid general meeting:

Resolved, That the Delegates so appointed shall be empowered to concur in any measures
calculated to promote this important obfie¢he proposed canal:

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by the Chairman and Secretaryisimedpubl
in theMaryland Advocateprinted in Cumberland.

In 1823 Cumberlars only newspaper was tiaryland Advocaté® Published by John M. B
chanan on Mechanic Street, thiaryland Advocat@ppears to have remained fairly nonpartisan
from 1823 1827.After 1827 it became a pttackson Democrat newspaper.

Regardless of its political leaning, however, Maryland Advocateppears to have remained a
strong supporter of the canéi. its support of the canal the newspaper was probably echoing the
sentiment®f the majority of Cumberlarid citizens.

In anticipation of the planned Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Convention, a second meeting was
held in Cumberland at the home of J. Van Buskirk on November 1, A82i8is meeting a &

morial in favor of the proposechnal was drawn up for submission to the Maryland Senate and
House of RepresentativeBhe memorial was also ordered to be printed inMiaeyland Adw-

catefifor circulation throughout the counéy®

3 Daily National IntelligencerNovember 6, 1823.

" Cumberland Maryland Advocat®ctober 23, 1823.

> According to one source, this newspaper was first estefalias th€umberland Gazettie 1814. It became the
Allegany Federalisin 1815, theWestern Heraldn 1817, theAlleganianin 1820 and eventually thdaryland Ad-
vocateon September 17, 1823. See Stegmaibegany County: A Historyp. 95.

% Maryland Advocate November 10, 1823.
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Immediately after the close of the Chesapeake and OhialQ@2onvention, one of Allegany
Countys delegates, John McMahon, submitted a report to the people of the ctumiyeport
was printed in th&laryland Advocaten November 17, 1825.

In his annual message to Congress in December 1823, President James dédommented on
the recently held Chesapeake and Ohio Canal ConveiMiomnroe urged Congress to consider
appropriating money fofithe employment of a suitable number of the officers of the corps of
engineers, to examine the unexplored ground, duringegkeseason and to report their opingon.
The Presideid entire message was printed by Meryland Advocate®

Congress responded to the Presidereacommendation by appropriating $30,000 for a survey of

the proposed canal route by the United StatesdBoaEngineersin the meantime, the state of
Virginia passed an act incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company on January 27,
1824 .Efforts to secure Marylardd confirmation of the Virginia act of incorporation were wisu
cessful in 1824, but adfts were successful on January 31, 182% United States government
confirmed the Virginia act on March 3, 1825 and Pennsylvania reluctantly passed a confirmation
act in early 1826°

The United States Board of Engineers made its preliminary survest @pé&ebruary 14, 1825.

This report supported the major finding of Thomas Moore, Engineer for the Virginia Board of
Public Works, who surveyed a possible route for thelstith Potomac Canal Company in 1820

and 18221 ike Moores earlier surveys, the gdiminary report of the United States Board of E
gineers said that it was entirely possible and practical to connect the upper Potomac with the
Youghiogheny or Mongahela Rivers by carldie preliminary report therefore removed most of

the doubt concernintpe practicability of the projeé?.

In Cumberland the progress of the United States surveyors was followed with great iGterest.
June 6, 1825 an editorial in taryland Advocatsaid:iWe would feel peculiar gratification to

be enabled to communicateeekly, to our readers, the progress and extent of the operations
which the several Brigades of the United S@aEsgineers, who are engaged on the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal Route, are making; and we shall avail ourselves of every opportunity to obtain
correct information on this subject, which we shall never fail to lay before the @ulitie.edio-

rial continued by saying that the whd@ieommunityo felt fia deep interest in everything contiec

ed with, or tending towards the promotiom tiie canal projecfThe project would not only Ine

efit the states through which the canal would pass; it would benefit the whole fdgofam-

ers in those statédgnost remote from the seaboamhd from good markets, would be especially
benefited by the canarhe projet would also benefiflaborers and mechanics of every dgscri
tion.0 Thousands who were presenfigle and inactive for the want of waykvould beficalled

into busy and profitable employmennt the construction of the candlhe Maryland Advocatés
latestiicorrect information on the location of the survey teams as of June 6 placed Lieutenant
Colonel Aberés team about fifty miles below Cumberland at the mouth of 15 Mile Cridek.

" Ibid., November 17, 1823. The only delegate to answer the roll call at the Chesapeake and Ohio Camal Conve

tion was John McMabhon. It is not known why the other six delegates did not attend. Bedytheational Intell-
gence, November 8, 1823.

8 Maryland AdvocateDecember 15, 1823.

9 sanderlinThe Great National Projecpp. 53 54.

8 bid., p. 54.
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team under Captain McNeill waengaged in examining the Castler@aRiverrouted and was
campedfinear Myeré Mill in the Somerset County [Pennsylvania] GladeShe team under
James Shriver hattlescended the Youghiogheny as far as the mouth ofiSSRuog, where they
werefiencamped about eight miles above Sétiorto™

On Juy 25, 1825 thevlaryland Advocateeported that Abes team was about to leave $he
herdstown and move on to Harpers FeftyHarpers Ferry they wouldsuspend the survey until
October because of the unhealthy weaé®hrives team had completed thsurveyfifrom the
summit level to their present encampment at Camp Clay near Smithfield, PennsylS8ania.

erts team wasinow proceeding with two lines of survey to Pittsburgh, which place they expect
to reach in good timé&*?

In the meantime, meetings meheld in Cumberland in November and early December of 1825

to select delegates to an Internal Improvements Convention to be held in Baltimore on December
14.The delegates who represented Allegany County were John McMahon, John McHenry, John
Hoye, John @mplemen, Andrew Bruce and Robert Swihn.

As the citizens of Cumberland followed the progress of the United States surveyors, considerable
attention was focused on the possible routes the canal might take from Cumberlang-to Pitt
burgh® By mid-1826, howeer, the surveys were completeslthough the full survey report

was not released until October 23, 182@,ord apparently leaked out much earlier concerning

the estimated cost of the canal to Pittsburgh.

The citizens of Cumberland and Allegany County apptly learned about the United States
Board of Engineds estimated cost of the canal in late August or early Septe@b&eptember

2, Allegany County citizens held a sizeable meeting at the Courthouse in Cumljotatice
purpose of taking into cordgration the probable cost of the different materials, necessary in the
construction of the contemplated Chesapeake and Ohio GaMdliam McMahon served as
chairman, with Richard Beall as Secretakfter Roger Perry and B. S. Pigman stated the object

of the meeting, the following preamble and resolutions were submitted by John M. Buchanan,
editor of theMaryland Advocateand were unanimously adopted by the meeting:

Whereas information has been communicated to this meeting, that the estimated ekpehses,
Board of Internal Improvements of the United States, for construction of the contemplased Che
apeake and Ohio Canal, will amount to the enormous sum of twenty millions of dollars; and
whereas we have learnt, that the different items of labor, ialateetc., necessary for thenzo
struction of said canal, has been set down at extravagantly high prices, therefore,

Resolved unanimously, that a committee, consisting of five persons, be appointed by the
Chairman of this meeting, whose duty it shall bedllect information from parsons residing in
this and the adjoining counties, as to the probable cost of the different items of Lime, Stone,
Brick, Labor per month, etc.

8 Maryland AdvocateJune 6, 1825.

8 Jpbid., July 25, 1825. No reference wa Shisnemm eould possiblyhi s r er

have joined Shriver by this time.

8 |bid., December 12 & 26, 1825 and January 2, 1826.
8 |bid., May 13 & 27, 1826 and June 3, 1826.

8 sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 55.
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Resolved unanimously, that said committee be requested to forward (when obtaéniedigrih

mation desired in the foregoing resolution, to Hon. Andrew Stewart, of Union Town, Pexansylv
nia, who has been appointed Chairman of a committee of correspondence on the subject of the
said canal, and request him immediately to transmit the sarhe pydper department of therge

eral government.

The committee of five persons appointed by the Chairman to collect information on probable
costs was Bruce W. Howard, B. S. Pigman, Gustavous Beall, George Hoblitzell and Maftin Ri
er, Jré®

According to SaderlinGs history of the canal, the Board of Enginé@stimate of approximately
$22,000,00(ffell like a thunderbolt on the hopes of the canal suppodtérshe supporters of
the canal had envisioned a canal of slightly smaller dimensions costing froto fiote million
dollars.

A call was now sent out for the reassembling of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Convention of
1823.The new convention was to meet in Washington on December 623826.

On November 4, 1826 thdaryland Advocatgrinted a call to ta citizens of Allegany County

to meet on November 13 to select delegates to attend the Second Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Convention A week later, the newspaper printed a letter from some Washington County, Mar

land citizens urging the citizens of Allega@punty to send a full delegation to the upcoming
convention.The Washington County letter reminded the citizens of Allegany County that in
1823 only one Allegany County delegate, John V. L. McMahon, attended the conv@ihion.

letter concluded by sayingdtfia few days time, or a few dollars of expenskould befino d-

ject on such an important occasidn.

The citizens of Allegany County met as planned, on the thirteenth in Cumbeviallidm
McMahon served as Chairmen, with John M. Buchanan as Secrétee gathering selected

Bean S. Pigman and Dr. Samuel P. Smith as delegates to fill the vacancies on the old delegation
occasioned by the removal of John V. L. McMahon and the resignation of JacobThentzh-

er members of the old 1823 delegation, JdtuiHenry, Michael C. Sprigg, George Bruce, John
Hoye and Upton Bruce, were maintairéd.

When the Second Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Convention assembled on December 6, apparen
ly only four of Allegany Countfs seven delegates answered the opening rollTdadl.delegates
present were John McHenry, B. S. Pigman, John Hoye and Samuel P¥Smith.

8 Maryland AdvocateSeptember 9, 1826.

87 sanderlin, The Great National Project p . 55. The Board of Engineersd est.]
eastern section; $10,028,122.86 for the middle section; and $4,170,223.78 for the western section; making a total of
$22,375,427.69.

8 Ibid.

8 Maryland AdvocateNovember 4 & 11, 1826.

% Ibid., November 18, 1826. By this time John V. L. McMahon had moved from Allegany County. $ee Ste
maier,Allegany County: A Historyp. 145.

1 Maryland AdvocateDecember 16, 1826. It is not known why the otherefitelegates did not answer the mpe

ing roll call or if they attended any of the later sessions of the convention.
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The primary Purpose of the Second Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Convention was to drum up
support for the canal project in the aftermath of the Board of Engdwesart. The strategy
worked out at the convention was to discredit the Board of Engoregist and press for a new
strategy to arrive at a more accurate estimate of the cost of a canal with enlarged dimensions.

Eventually a committee appointed by the conwemtio prepare and report revised estimates,
found that the Board of Engineéesstimates for labor costs as well as for masonry, walling and
excavation were too higlsupporters of the canal in Congress then pressed the President to order
a new survey inmler to settle the conflicting estimates of the Board of Engineers and the Co
vention. President Adams responded by appointing James Geddes and Nathan Robers to co
duct a new surveyseddes and Roberts completed their survey in 1827 and reported that a ca
with enlarged dimensions could be completed from tidewater to Cumberland for about
$4,500,0007

Reassured by the Geddes and Roberts report, supporters of the canal opened subscription books
on October 1, 1827; although the formal organization of trepany had been delayed until
Congress passed the act subscribing $1,000,000 to the camptook.Congress passed this act

on May 24, 1828

The news of the passage of the congressional act subscribing $1,000,000 to the stock of the
planned canal comp# was received in Cumberland on Saturday evening, May 24 about four
otclock. On Tuesday May 27 &canal dinned was held in Cumberland to celebrate the passage

of the act.The guest of honor at the dinner was Andrew Stewart of Fayette County, Paansylv
nia. Stewart was a member of the United States House of Representatives and a Chairman of the
House Committee on Roads and Canals had presented the first petition to Congress asking for
aid for the canalOn Wednesday night May 28 the town of Cumberlands brilliantly illumi-

nateabin celebration of the passage of the Actcording to theMaryland Advocatefia beautiful

Arch, on which was placed between thirty and forty candles, and tastefully and most beautifully
decorated with ever green, was extendedsschdechanic Street. fi.There was also during the

week, military displays and marching bands in a continued celebration of thé‘event.

9 sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 56.

% lbid.,pp.5657. The United Statesd subscr i pgwhicohaddromisédial | ed t
subscription of $500,000. Congress also allowed the three District cities to subscribe a total or $1,500,000. There
also were some private investments in the company.

% Maryland AdvocateMay 31, 1828.



CHAPTER IX
Cumberland Anticipates the Coming
Of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 1828850.

The formal organization athe canal company took place at a meeting of the stockholders in
Washington on June PR3, 1828 Even before the formal organization of the companyy-ho

ever, the stockholders had secured an injunction on June 10 prohibiting the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad Company from proceeding beyond the Point of R8%ks.

In Cumberland theéMaryland Advocateof June 14 commented on the problem that had arisen
between the two companies and issued a plea for conciliation and ‘URity.plea of théVlary-

land Advocatavent inheeded, however, and on June 23, 24 and 25 the Baltimore and Ghio Rai
road Company countered by obtaining three injunctions against the canal cafhpany.

The groundbreaking ceremonies for the canal were held at Little Falls on July 4)riL821-
berland he event was commented upon at great lengths bjgrgland Advocatd® By this
time theMaryland Advocataevas clearly a prdackson organ, but it remained a firm supporter of
the canal and of internal improvements in general.

In late 1827 a second newsges known as th€ivilian had been established in Cumberlaid.
was published by Samuel Charles on North Mechanic SffeetCivilian was a preAdam
administration organ and was of course a strong supporter of the canal.

After the Civilian began pubtation, theMaryland Advocateften found itself trying to defend
the Jacksonian Democréatsostile attitude toward federally sponsored internal improvements.
it eagerness to defend the Jacksonian Democratslandand Advocateften reversed thera
gument and accused the Adams administration of being against federal aid to theAftanal.
Congress voted the $1,000,000 subscription to the canal cofspstogk, theMaryland Adw-
cateargued that the administrati@party hadihad a large majority durinthree different s
sions of Congressyet it igave not a dollar . . . towards making the Carlaladdition theMar-
yland Advocatelenounced President Adams for appoinfiag old Frenchman[rather than p-
point an American] to head the United StatedrBazf Engineer@survey of the canal rout&f-
ter the Frenchman had given an estimate of $22,375,427.69, which accordingviarytend
Advocate fiwas enough to frighten the most ardent suppdrtefshe canal, President Adams
still kept him on and thefere hindered the progress of the projeét.

In the election campaigns of 1828 both Cumberland newspapers boasted of their céndidates
continued support for the canal over the railroBde Maryland Advocaterinted a letterfiTo

The Voters of Allegany Couyo from William V. Euskirk, a candidate for the House of ®el

gates

% sanderlin,The Great Natioal Project p. 57.

% bid., p. 84.

" Maryland AdvocateJune 14, 1828.

% sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 84.
% Maryland AdvocatgJuly 12, 1828.

190 |bid., May 31, 1828.
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In his letter Buskirk stated the reason why he had always supported thémaatvery other
plan of Internal ImprovemernrtHe preferred the canal over the railroad because theawddro
were stilliexperimentab He was against the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company in partic
lar, because its charter gave it cerfaiscretionary poweo,thatfino monopoly should havé®

In the other newspaper, tl@&vilian, four candidates for thAssembly, Upton Bruce, Thomas
Greenwell, William Ridgely and Bean S. Pigman, were referred to aCtinesapeake and Ohio
Canal TickeD The four men were, according to t@evilian, fiwell known to the Voters of Adl-
ganyd County andfifriendly to the presenAdministrationd'® The citizens of the county were
warned not to trust doubtful friends, but to vote for these four men who had alwaygusten
and true friends of the cara

Both Cumberland newspapers kept the citizens of Cumberland and Alleganty osted on
the progress of canal constructidrne reports were usually reprinted from thational Inteli-
gencerof Washington, D.C.

On August 31, 1828 thMaryland Advocategorinted a report from th&lational Intelligencer
which stated that the firghirty-four sections had bedihet within the present weakThe se-
tions were between Little Falls and Seneca and covered abdi4 Iiiles.According to this
report, the sections had been contracted for $121,000 less than &autdiédoberiSestimate
and $858,000 less than the United States Board of Engiestimate™’*

In late October fifty more sections were let between Seneca and the Point of Rocks, aid on D
cember 15, 1828 the five miles between Little Falls and Georgetown wét let.

On May 23, 829 theMaryland Advocat@rinted a report from thBational Intelligencemwhich
stated thafiforty-six miles distributed in 92 sectiond)ad beerfiplaced under contradtThe @-
nal company had presently employ#BO00 laborers, masons and stone cuttpmnuhe lined
Wages for laborers varied from ten to thirteen dollars per mdvilges for masons and stone
cutters varied from two dollars to two dollars and fifty cents per @ajy one accidental death
had occurred since the work was begun in Augugsi®

The news of the laying of the corner stone of the first lock, about six miles above Georgetown,
was announced in Cumberland on May 30, 1&29the same day thdaryland Advocatealso
printed the latest news on the survey to revise the line of ted @@m Cumberland to Pt
burgh.Alfred Cruger had organized the survey at the direction of the B&ard.

The Cruger survey apparently was of great interest to the citizens of Cumb&hanBoard of
Directors had instructed Cruger to establish a sit@fioenormous tunnel which was to be teca

191 |pid., September 20, 1828.

192" cumberland Civilian September 11, 1828.

193 |bid., September 25, 1828.

104 Maryland AdvocateAugust 30, 1828. The total price of these contracts came to $218,000. See SaHurlin,
Great National Projectp. 68.

195 sanderlinThe Great National Projecp. 68.

1% Maryland AdvocateMay 23, 1829

197 1bid., May 30, 1829.
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ed at the summit level of the canal in the Allegany Mountadieswas then to locate the line of
the canafieastwardly down Wil Creek to Cumberlandand fiwestwardly by [the] Casselman
[River] and the Youghioghgn[River] to Pittsburgh® The tunnel at the summit level was to be
about four miles in length and would cost around $1,539'54According to theCivilian the
Cruger survey was completed in early August 1829.

The First Annual Report of the President &whrd of Directors occupied the entire front page
and most of page two in thdaryland Advocatef June 20, 1828 By this time, the contractors
were already having various kinds of probleffsalthough the report did not paint a bleak-pi
ture.

Although caal news was apparently the most important news to the Cumberland press in the
late 182@s and early 183B, news of the railrodd progress was also report€h May 23, 1829

the Maryland Advocateeported that the first section of the Baltimore and (Redlroads line

from Baltimore to twelve miles beyond Ellicott Mills had been graded and was ready for rail.
Considerable excitement was created when the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad experimented with
a car propelled by saiSeveral congressmen includirglongtime canal supporter, Michael
Sprigg, were in Baltimore to ride the experimental'&ar.

The debate over the relative merits of the two projects also appeared in the Cumberland press.
On February 6, 1830 thdaryland Advocatgrinted an editorial fnm theNational Intelligencer
denouncingithe impressioa (which wasfibecoming almost universalthatfiRail Roads, for the
purpose of transportatiamwould one dayialtogether supersede canalEhis article argued that

the railroadffor distant transpoationd wasfian Experiment, wholly untried in any countrga-

nals on the other hand were in existefiteevery quarter of the gloleln the United States

there was alreadgia finished canal, in successful operatiomhich was long enougfto prove
thatlengthd created no problem for canal travél.

In the debate over the canal versus the railroadvidrgland Advocateried to maintain an o
jective positionAlthough it proudly admitted that it was @anthusiastic advocate of the Ches
peake and Ohio @al, and much wedded to the Canalling Systeitrwas also a supporter of
internal improvements in generdherefore to remain consistent, it codiftbver refuse to lerd
its fifeeble aid to promote the Rail Road System along with the @4fal.

By 1830 Curmberland had a population of 1,162 persons of which 129 were slaves and thirty six
were f[%e persons of coloin the same year, Allegany County reported a population of
10,590.

198 " |pid.

199 |bid., August 8, 1829.

10 Cumberland Civilian August 7, 1829.

11 Maryland AdvocateJune 20, 1829.

12 sanderlinThe Great National Projecp. 69.

13 Maryland AdvocateMay 23, 1829.

i: Maryland AdvocateJanuary 3@nd February 6, 1830.
Ibid.

18 1bid., March 6, 1830.

17 Lowdermilk, History of Cumberlandp. 320.
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The Second Annual Report of the President and Board of Directors occupiedtitieefront

page and part of page two in tharyland Advocatef June 19, 183y this time canal off

cials had become restless and were anxious to reach a settlement with the fichkeoadroad

on the other hand wakontent to fight a delaying aoh in the court®) as it was gainingn-

creased sympathy in the Maryland Legislature and in the United States Congress due to the
strength of the Jacksonian Democrdise railroad argued quite convincingly that both projects
should beiconsidered experinmés until time tested the relative merits of eadh.the meantime

the railroad continued building from Baltimore towards Frederick and then eventually to the
Point of RocksThe railroad could afford to wait for a delayed decision since its road could be
operating as soon as each individual section along its proposed route was cormpkeishal,

on the other hand, would remain useless above Seneca feeder dam until the next feeder could be
built at Harpers Ferryin addition the cané charter requirethat the first one hundred miles be
completed in five years?

The legal controversy between the two companies was not settled until January 1832 when the
Maryland Court of Appeals ruled that the canal company had the right to prior location in the

Potoma Valley!*®

Soon after the Maryland Court of Appeals delivered its decision the canal company dieectors r
sumed work on the candbn January 14, 1832 contracts were let for the two miles immediately
above the Point of Rock&n February 23, 1832 contraetere let for the remaining ten miles to
Harpers FerryOn March 14 and June 2 enough of the line above Harpers Ferry was let so that
with the aid of slackwater navigation the first one hundred miles could be considered finished as
required by the chartéf®

The canal project was soon beset by further probl@nes. of the most important problems was
the rising cost of landn addition, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company continuectits a
tive opposition against the canal despite the Maryland Court pé@i@ruling. A third problem
was caused by the cholera epidemic that struck the canal in laté’1832.

The cholera epidemic first appeared along the line near Harpers Ferry and gradually spread south
to the Point of Rock€Eventually it spread up river Williamsport!??

The city of Cumberland was fortunate in that it escaped the cholera epidemic off h83dty
was hit hard, however, by a cholera epidemic in 1838 the same yedimost of Cumberlan
was destroyed by fir@verfi75 houses and shopsdanoth newspaper officesvere burnedThe
town was rebuilt quickly and was back to normal by 1834.

18 sanderlinThe Great National Projecp. 85.

S |hid. p. 88,

120 bid., pp. 9091.

2L bid., pp. 91 95.

122 pid.

123 gtegmaierAllegany County: A Histry, pp. 151 152.
124 bid., pp. 150151.



26 Chapter IX Cumberland Anticipates the Canal 182850

After the cholera epidemic of 1832 the canal company was faced with even larger finareial pro
lems.The only course remaining was to seek further finarasthfrom the states and from the
federal governmenit>

The canal company by this time had lost favor in the Maryland Legisl&allewing the faveo-

able Maryland Court of Appeals ruling in 1832 the canal company turned down seweral pr
posals by the Bafhore and Ohio Railroad Company for joint construction from the Point of
Rocks to Cumberland-he railroad directors then turned to the state legislature which responded
by requesting the canal company to consent to joint construction to Harpersdsaravor to

the state) The canal company felt that only one transportation system should be built io-the P
tomac Valley.Therefore it held fast to an earlier proposal that the railroad company shawld co
bine its resources with the canal company for thesttoation of the canal to Cumberlarihe
railroad, on the other hand would have to cross the river at Point of Rat&sthe canal co-
pany offered a new proposal that the railroad be constructed on the river side of th&teanal.
railroad company quidy rejected this later proposal because offieeonomic disadvantagét
would suffer by having the can@etween it and the countrysig&?®

The stubborn position taken by the canal company after 1832 caused a hostile reaction among
the public and theebislature.The canal company, now hard pressed for aid, decided to make
peace with the state of Maryland by accepting some kind of compromise with the railnead co
pany.The compromise was worked out by the Maryland Legislaiine. railroad was allowed

to construct its track to Harpers Ferry where it crossed over into Virdgmigturn the railroad
company agreed to purchase 2,500 shares of canal $toelcompromise was accepted by the
canal company on May 9, 183%.

The joint construction of the canahd the railroad between the Point of Rocks and Harpers Fe
ry was completed in April 1834Also in 1834 that portion of the canal between Dam 3 apHar
ers Ferry and Dam 4 just below Williamsport was compl&téd.

By 1834, however, the canal company wasdesperate need of mondiyhad thus far beenmd
successful in its appeal to the United States government fof ladstate of Virginia also had
not come to its aidThe state of Maryland did subscribe an additional $125,000 in March 1834,
but much more asstance was needéd.

Although the president of the canal company, John H. Eaton, had made a reassuring visit to
Cumberland and Allegany County in 1833, many concerned citizens by 1834 were beginning to
fear that the canal might never reach Cumbertahd.

12 ganderlinThe Great National Projecp. 97.

126 Ipid., pp. 98 99.

127 bid., p. 102.
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The first major canal disorders broke out in January 1834 when rival factions of Irish laborers
battled with each other near Williamspofwo volunteer companies of militamen were sent
fimarching from Cumberland to Williamspotb help restore ordér!

The citizens of Cumberland and Allegany County still refused, however, to give up oratheir f
vorite project.Thus, in February and October 1834, meetings were held in Cumberland at which
resolutions were adopted urging Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginiahengtleral government to
come to the canal compasyaid*?

At the October meeting a call went out for the convening of an internal improvement convention
to meet in Baltimore in December 183dlegany County sent sixteen delegates to this conve
tion. The convention proved to be a great succ€=orge C. Washington, president of the canal
company, served as chairmémrmer canal president, Charles F. Mercer, headed the committee
appointed to estimate the cost for completing the canal to Cumbekli@nceés committee e-

ported the $2,000,000 was needed to complete the canal to Cumbé&hesniigure would bring

the total cost of the eastern division of the canal to $6,50070@9$2,000,000 figure was-a

rived at by using Alfred Crugé 1834 estimate dhe cost of construction from Dam 5 to Dam

6. The total cost of the canal from tidewater to Pittsburgh would be $14,500,000 according to
Mercels committeés estimaté>?

The memorials adopted by the Internal Improvements Convention of December 1834drad a s
nificant influence on the Maryland Legislatuf@anal company president, George C. Waghin

ton, pressed the legislature to provide the entire $2,000,000 needed to complete the canal to
CumberlandThe legislature finally responded by passing an act icMaB35 which provided

for a loan of $2,000,000 payable over a period of almost two yEaescanal company would
receive fi5600,000 on June 20, 1835; $200,000 on October 1, 1835; $200,000 on January 1,
1836; and four quarterly installments of $250,000heas the first of April, July and October,

1836 and January 18®7State bonds were issued to pay for the f3an.

The citizens of Cumberland were excited by the news of the passage of the $2,000,000 loan act.
The way now appeared clear for the completibthe canal to Cumberland fiGrand Jubile@

meeting was held on April 2 to celebrate the passage of thAaumirding to one sourcdithe
prospect of the completion of the camehused a new spurt of growth for the town of Cumbe
land.Real estate pricdsegan to rise, new buildings were erected, and there was a corresponding
increase in populatioh®®

In anticipation of the stockholders accepting the terms of the $2,000,000 loan, the Board of D
rectors on April 1, 1835 ordered Chief Engineer Charles &k fio make immediate arraag

ments to revise the location of the line of the canal from Dam 5 to Cacapon, heretofore located
by Alfred Cruger, and to prepare it for contracht the same time the Board orderittiat a

131 |bid. See also Sanderlifihe Great National Projectpp. 117118.
132 gtegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 124 125.

133 |bid. See also Sanderlifihe Great National Projecp. 104.

3¢ sanderlinThe Great National Projecpp. 105 106.

135 Lowdermilk, History of Cumberlangdpp. 337 339.
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committee of three members be appedhfor the purpose of presenting to the Board a plan of
operations for the extension of the canal to Cumberi&hd.

On April 29, the Committee appointed on Aprifitb present a plan of operations for the axte

sion of the canal to Cumberlaindffered a repd which was unanimously adoptethe first re-
ommendation of the committee was that a new office of Commissioners be set up to oversee the
construction of the canal from Dam 5 to Cumberlaitte Board immediately appointed fellow

board member George Bemde the new office with duties to begin on Maﬂg .

A short time later a survey party was organized to locate the route of the canal from the mouth of
the South Branch to Cumberlar@n June 10, however, Resident Engineer Thomas F. Purcell
notified the Bard that he hadbroken up the survey party because of a dispute over wades.

Board deemed the survey mission to be of the utmost importance and therefore censored Purcell
for dismissing the group®

On July 1, 1835 members of the Board resolved tthgmselves first to Dam By way of the
Canab and then proceefto Cumberland for the purpose of examining the Survey of the line
now making at and near that Towl® The Board arrived in Cumberland on July 15 aed r
mained in the area for four day@ne d the principal problems involved in the location of the
canal between the South Branch and Cumberland concitmeetevel to be adopted for tha-c

nal at Cumberland**° A high level route, which the Board at first was inclined to favor, would
have passefthe canal behind the town to Wills Creek, the shortest line to the aN&&n the

other hand, a low level route, which was enthusiastically supported by many prominent citizens
of Cumberland, would run the carfilong the river into the center of the taa/i? Before the

Board left Cumberland it instructed Resident Engineer Purcell to survey both the high and low
level routes and give estimates of the expensegamtable damages on each rodifg.

The debate over the route the canal would take near Cuantdsecame quite heated and the
Board delayed a final decision for some tirBerring this delay the citizens of Cumberland held
a town meeting on September 29, 1835 in which a series of resolutions favorihgithevelo

136 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, D, pp726%Il manuscript source materials referred to

in this report are deposited in the Department of the Interior files at the National Archives and are designated Record
Group 79. The loanvas accepted at a special meeting of the stockholders on April 22, 1835. See Sanuerlin,
Great National Projectp. 106.

137 Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, D, pjp3024

138 |bid.,pp.328329. On June 17, 1@ BGe fiorh @acapan éorCdmbérland th e sardeyed

for the final |l ocation of the I|line preparatory to put:t
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139 Proceedings of the President anobBd of Directors, D, p. 354.

140 sanderlinThe Great National Projecp. 114.

141 bid.
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143 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, D, p. 370.
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route were adopte? A committee headed by Cumberland Bank President, David Shriver, was
appointed to forward resolutions of the meeting to the Board of Dirééfors.

On October 10, 1835 Shriver was allowed to appear before the Board to argue for the adoption of
the low level routelf this route was selected, Shriver offer@d obtain the gratuitous rigluif-

way f(ﬂethe Canal through the Town, and the release of the Corporation of the Town, of-all da
ageso

Shortly afterwards, the town of Cumberland did offef@ive all claims to mperty damages

if the low level route was adoptelh addition B. S. Pigman was alii® obtain the relinquls
ment of lands and damagdsom individuals who would be affected by the adoption of the low
level route™’ After some further delay the Board dily adopted the low level route on Nawe
ber 5, 1835

When the Board adopted the low level route into the town, Dam 8 was planned for location one
mile blow CumberlandTherefore the Board instructed B. S. Pigman on November 5 to immed
ately flacquire lad for the two abutmendsof iDam No. 8, next below Cumberlandihe eng

neer was to indicate to Pigman the exact location of the danPgitman was urged to hurry
Fbeforﬁgit‘) would fibe too late to alter the location of the dam, if ample dacwlid not e

found:

On November 11, the Board ordered that proposals would be received until December 21, 1835
for Aiconstructing the Dams, Masonry afidifficult Section®of the line of the canal between the
mouth of the Great Cacapon, and the town of Cumbed&dal.December 3, the time for recei

ing pgg)[g)osals for the work between Great Cacapon and Cumberland was extended to January 6,
1836:

The citizens of Cumberland were excited over the adoption of the low level route and the news
that preparations were beimgade to begin construction above Damr6mid-November 1835
the following optimistic article appeared in tharyland Advocatat Cumberland:

The canal basin is to be formed about one hundred yards below the chain bridge, a little to the left
of the mouh of Wills Creek, at the western end of Hoblitgehnd Hogs island It take a narrow

strip off the lots now owned and occupied by Messrs. H. Wineow, M. Fisher, J. Charles, S.
Charles, A. Russell, M. Rizer, Jr., G. G. Wineow and D. Shriver, who have tiieeright of

way.

144 Ibid., D. p. 410. See also Sanderlifhe Great National Projectpp. 114116 and LowdermilkHistory of
Cumberland p . 338. According to Lowdermilk the high | evel

the hill s, near the present |Iine of the Cumberl and and
145 proceedings of thPresident and Board of Directors, D, p. 410.
14 bid., p. 411.

147 Ibid., D, pp. 412 & 418. See also Sanderlihe Great National Projecp. 114.

148 Harlan D. Unrau, unpublishedSR, Dam No. 8 and its Associated Structfsnver: NPS, 1975), p. 3. See
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The dam to be constructed at Bé&alkland, about one mile below the town, will back the
water, it is said, as far up Wills Creek as the old market house, which is near the center of the
town, forming all the way a canal or basin stiffnt to transact any amount of business required.

It is also to back the water in the Potomac to a point near 2 miles above or southwest of town,
which will join Wills Creek at its mouth (as the river now does) and join the basin by a guard
lock.

The whok when completed will form a splendid basin of about four miles long end b
tween a half and a quarter mile wide. It will present more the appearance of a lake than a basin,
and will be competent to hold more than one thousand canal boats at the s@mantimas one
of our townsmen remarked a short time sinde,will afford pleasure boats with sdil,
steamboats, coal boats and trade boats; and will be a place of general resort for fishes and water
fowl of every descriptior.

It may be said of Cumberlandathshe is risingNothing can now prevent iHer situation
is healthy and romanti&he has, or soon will have, one of the most splendid canals in the United
States, leading from her center eastward to the metropolis of thedh#tience to any port in ¢h
world. And leading from her center westward, there is an unrivalled Macadamized road, which is
destined to convey to her depot a large portion of the western‘ttade.

On November 4, 1835 the Board of Directors ordéted Commissioner [to] proceed toopure
by purchase such lands in Allegany County, Maryland as may be necessary for the construction
of the line of the canal about to be let to contrac¢t>? .

The purchase of land for the canal rigiitway in and near Cumberland was apparently unde

way by mid-December 18350n December 19, the Commissioner informed the Board that he
fihad offered $2,000 for the damages to be done to a Mill and certain adjacent properties, lately
belonging to John Hoye (at Cumberladjioye evidently thought the settlenteshould be

much moreThe Commissioner therefore recommended to the Board that Hoye be paid $3,000.
The Board, however, refuséib give a greater suirand confirmed the Commissiodeoriginal

offer of $2,000:>3

In early January, 1836, the Board had tspend alfietting of contracts and the condemnation
of land above CacapanThe reason for the suspension was due to the fact that the canalcomp
ny had again run out of monéy/

151 Maryland Advocatejuoted inNiles Weekly RegisteNovember 21, 1835.

152 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, D, p. 433. At the same time the Board ordered the Co

mi ssioner to MAst i puforatreasonabletcompdhsation for hiS servibels m itiha acquisition of

Land in Allegany County. o0 This refers to Pigmands aid
affected by the low level route. Seven years earlier, in anticipatitireahoves of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad

Company, the canal company had made several optional deeds with varicosvigrd in the Cumberland area.

For example, on July 1, 1828 the canal company drew up an optional deed with Henry Wineow foretg prop

Walnut Bottom. Similar deeds were drawn up in June and July of 1828 with Upton Bruce, John Hoye, David Lynn

and others. For the sum of $5.00 these | andowners prom
all other companiesandpss ons o any of their |l ands that might be req
any of these properties were ever required. For an example of an optional deed, see Allegany County Land Records,

AB No. Q, folios 223224.

153 proceedings of the Psielent and Board of Directors, D, p. 439.

1% sanderlinThe Great National Projecp. 107.
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Back in 1835 the canal company had takime proceeds from the first infitaentd of the
$2,000,000 loan and paid off ifentire debt of over a half million dollaésConstruction had

then been resumed between Dam 5 and Dam e $2,000,000 loan had been based on Alfred
Crugeis 1834 estimate of the cost of twessgven milebetween Dam 5 and Dam Because of
rising inflation, however, Crugé 1834 estimate fell far below the actual coBi.June 1836

his estimate for the twenigeven miles between Dam 5 and Dam 6 had been revised twice and
the estimate was now four timée original estimat&>®

The curtailment of work and the suspension of all activities above Cacapon in January 1836
caused panic in Cumberlandiles Weekly Registegave the following gloomy report on the
condition of the town:

Two hours after the arrivaf the news [of the work stoppage], the price of produce came down at
least 10 per cenBusiness still continues to be dull, our principal streets presenting an unusual
barrenness; the merchant is idle; the mechanic is slow in the transaction ofifesgjube spe

ulator is cut to the quick. **/

Once again the canal company turned to the state of Maryland for assiitava®.no doubt
aided in its appeal by local meetings such as the one held at Cumb&Har@umberland meée

ing adopted resolutits urging the state legislature to again come to the aid of the’céfiakse
resolutions requested an appropriation of $2,500,000 to complete the canal to CumBerland.
committee composed of David Shriver, John Hoye, George McCulloh, Robert Bruce arsd Jame
Smith was directed to travel to the state capital and present the resoftitions.

On June 4, 1835 the Maryland Assembly responded to the appeals for aid by passing an act
which provided for a subscription of $3,000,000 to the canal comfdrysubscriptin was in
the form of state bond$?

After the passage of the 1836 subscription®aetork on the twentyseven miles between Dam 5

and Dam 6 was increased from the low level to which it had fallen in late 1835 and early 1836.
Most of the activities above Capon, however, remained suspendéte stockholders were-

formed on June 15, 1836 that in January the Board had been fitwcatspend the letting of the

work above Cacapon (with the exception of the tunnel and deep cuts [Sections Nos. 333 and
334] at A@d Town) until adequate means were obtained for its compléfidre tunnel and deep

%5 |bid.

%8 1bid.

157 Niles Weekly RegisteFebruary 20, 1836 quoted in Sandeflihe Great National Projecp. 108.

158 At the same time the canal company alstitipeed the District cities and Virginia for aid. See Sandeflime
Great National Projectp. 108.

159 |bid. See also Lowdermilkiistory of Cumberlangdp. 339.

180" proceeds from the sale of the bonds would be used to purchase canal stock, and iritlercapial to con-

plete the canal to Cumberland.

%1 The bill was often referred to as the Eight Million Dollar Bill because it provided for a subscription of
f$8, 000,000 to several internal i mpr ovementimoeeampani es.
Ohio Railroad were to receive $3,000,000 each. The Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad was to receive
$1,000,000. The Maryland Canal Company which was to construct a branch canal from the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal to Baltimore was to receive $5000. The Annapolis and Elkridge Railroad and the Eastern Shore Railroad
were to receive $250,000 each. See Sandditia,Great National Projecp. 111.
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cut were let only because they were such difficult works and the time required to complete them
would be much longer then the time required to complete the other worksemeDam 6 and
Cumberland®

The subscription act of 1836 was accepted by the stockholders on July 28°*1838ugust

1836 preparations were resumed for the letting of the line above Cacpadkugust 20, the
Board ordered the Resident Enginéter revise the survey of the line of the Canal, between the
South Branch and Cumberland, as surveyed and located by Thomas F.#Urdélis order

was given despite the fact that slow progress was being made on the $exsgtymiles between
Dam 5 and Cacapon armal spite of the fact that the 1836 bonds had not been marketed by the
statés agents.

Unlike the 1835 bonds, which were sold with little difficulty, the 1836 bonds were difficult to
market.Because of the difficulty encountered in selling these bondsBtiard decided in late
March 1837 that if the stai®agents were eventually unsuccessful in marketing these bonds, the
Board would purchase them for the canal compaAnientative contract was drawn up with the
Statés agents®®

On April 24, 1837 the Ckf Engineer submitted his report on the revision of the line from South
Branch to Cumberlandhe report was laid on the tabfé.

On May 29, 1837 the Chief Engineer presented to the Board another report which proposed to
change the location of Dam'8. The Chief Engineer proposed to locate Dam 8 inside Cumbe
land rather than a mile below the town.

A week later the Board ordered that the Chief Engiseproposed change in the location of

Dam 8 be adoptedit the same time a letter from the Commissioner prasented to the Board

in which was enclose@lagreements Moore N. Falls and Matthew St. Clair Clarke.these
agreements Falls and Clarke promised to relingiédhclaims for their land required for the
construction of the Basin at Cumberlanfl Dam 8 was to be located in Cumberlarithese
agreements were accepted and the Commissioner was ordered to obtain deeds for the lands as
soon as possibldhe Commissioner was also orderedidbtain from David Shriver, a written
agreement to surrender his lainge of charge, . . for the construction of the said Basin, decor

ing to his verbal proposition made to the Board at Cumberland o2#ief May.1¢®

At the annual meeting on June 12, 1837, the stockholders were given the following information
concerninghe recent change in the location of Dam 8:

182 Eighth Annual Report1836), C & O Canal Co., pp. 4 & 8 quoted in Unr@am No. 8 and its Assodi
Structuresp. 11.

183 ganderlinThe great National Projecp. 111.

Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, p. 128.

Proceedings of the Stockholders, B, p. 75. See also SandérdirGreat National Projecp. 130.
Proceedingsf the President and Board of Directors, E, p. 244.

187 bid., E, p. 270.

%8 bid.
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A change has recently been determined upon for the site of the feeder dam at Cumberéand.

at first contemplated to place this dam one mile below the town; the site recently adopted is i
mediately at Cumb&nd, a few hundred feet below the mouth of Wills Crd&akthis arrang-

ment we are enabled to make a guard bank that will protect the basin in Cumberland, and the
town itself, against injury from high water of the river, to which they would have beenanore
less subject with the former location of the ddie basin will now be under the same control as
the water of the canal, and will be kept at a uniform heMyatrehouses and buildings mayneo
sequently be put upon it, without any precaution being tagiace them above the reach of
high water.Besides, the basin can easily be drawn down, at any time, for the purpase of i
provementsin a few words, the present plan conducts the independent canal directly into the
town, whereas the former plan terntiecit a mile below®®

At the same meeting the stockholders were informed of the progress of the work then nader co
tract, and of the Boadd plans to let the whole line between Cacapon and Cumberland as soon as
possible:

Impressed with the importance admpleting the canal to Cumberland at the earliest dayi-poss
ble, we would long since have put the whole line under contract, if the means formerly at our
command had been sufficient to justify that course; but we had, as heretofore fully explained to
the Legislature, to limit our lettings to the sum of resources placed at our disposal, aed cons
guently, for the time being, to continue our operations to the extension of the canal to Cacapon,
and above that river to two difficult pas8ea tunnel at the Paw RaBend, and a deep cut at Old
Town. These two works are situated on the line between the Cacapon river and Cumberland; and
requiring a longer time for their completion than any other portion of the same line, we seized the
earliest moment of putting thermder contract to men of acknowledged experience, energy and
characterBy the adoption of this course, we are satisfied that these works will be finished as
soon as the other portions of the line from Cacapon to Cumberland.

But the State of Maryland havingy the aid more recently extended to this Company,
placed means at its command that will justify the President and Directors in making contracts to
perfect the navigation to Cumberland as soon as may be possible, every effort shall be made to
fulfill the public expectation, and gratify our own and the general desire, to even the least interest,
dependent on the early and happy completion of this great work.

In view of an early letting of the line from Cacapon to Cumberland, as many of tlhe eng
neer corps could be spared from the works under construction have been actively engaged in
revisiting the line and setting the stakes, many of which had been displaced by accident or design.
We are assured by the Chief Engineer, that all necessary preparations mitide, so that the
letting may be had by the first of August ensuiligs the purpose of the Board to place under
contract at that time the whole line from Cumberland to the Narrows, a distance of about ten
miles. At this point temporary locks may k@aced, by which the navigation from Cumberland
may be accommodated probably one year sooner then by the continuous canal; and below that
point, if not the entire line, at least all the difficult sections, including the masonry, being the
works requiring lhe longest time for construction, will at the same time beé\lstmall addition to
the engineer corps will be necessary, in order to give efficiency to the operations on the extended
line which will than be in progres§

189 Ninth Annual Report1837), C & O Canal Co., pp. 9, 10 & 14 quoted in Unta8R, Dam No. 8 and its Ass
ciated Structuresp. 12.
70 bid.
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Although the 1836 bonds had nagtybeen marketed and the canal company lacked sufficient
funds to let new contracts, the Board on June 14, 1837, had the following bulletin printed in the
local newspapers:

At the office of the Commissioner of the Canal at Hancock until th#a$ of Augst next, inal-
sive, proposals will be received for constructing 58 sections, of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 3
aqueducts, 20 locks of 8 ft. lift each, and seventy culverts on the line théreof.

On August 3, 1837 the Chief Engineer urged the Board ter@am 8 a masonry structura-r
ther than theficribbed and rubble stone darthe Board had originally planned@he Board
agreed and ordered the clerk to accept proposals for the dam and its guaftl lock.

The Board on September 13, 1837 referred all conpragtosals to the Committee on Contracts.
On September 27 this committee recommended the letting of: Sectidis/B6278 281; 292
294; 312313; 317323; 329; 33b336; 341344; 347367; and Locks 68, 735.0n September
29 the committee recommended théihet of: Aqueducts ©11; Locks 5659, 69 72; and Dam 8
along with its Guard LockThe committeés recommendations were accept&d.

After the letting of the contracts on September 27, the Board ordered that all sections should be
completed by December 15339 and that all masonry work should be completed by November

1, 1839t"* It is probably safe to assume that this order also applied to those contracts let two

days later.Successful bidders were informed on September 30, that because the $3,000,000
worth of six percent bonds issued by the state of Maryland in 1836 had not yet been marketed,
no payments could be made on estimates, except by notes to be issued by the tmpany.

Of the sections let on September 27 and 29, Sectioris3838From Evitts Creek t€umbe-

land) would fall within the present city limits of Cumberlaiithese ten sections were awarded

to the following contractors: George Grier 358; Henry, McCurdy, Johnson and Company 359;
Thomas M. McCubbin 360; John Dougherty 361; Simon Nicholls 36268¢dClark Burnham

364; Charles Murray 365; H. Devine 366 and 367; Dam 8 and the Guard Locks were awarded to
the partnership of Sterritt and Lockwob.

When contracts were let in 1837 most of the area between Evitts Creek and Cumberland was
farmland.The land which made up Sections 3381 was part of the Lamar farmhe owners

were William L. and Maria J. Lamafhe deed between the Lamars and the canal company was
made on March 21, 1837 and recorded on March-88%$906 the Lamars conveyed to the canal
companyfiall that piece of land commonly kno@wasfPleasant Valley containingfi28 acres, 3

roods and 18 perches more or 1&5.Two years later the canal company purchased additional

11 BearssHSR, The Compositeotks p. 3. The work advertised covered about 29 of the 50 miles between Dam 6
and Cumberland.

172 Unrau,HSR, Dam 8 and its Associated Structyupesl3.

173 Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, pp3317

74 bid., E, p. 319.

175 Bearss HSR, The Composite Locks. 4. See also Harlan D. UnrabdSR. SingléSpan Aqueduct¢Den-
ver:NPS,1974), p. 89.

176 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, pp3309

17 Deeds and other Records Concerning Land, 18283, C & O Co. See s Allegany County Land Records

AB No. T, folios 122124.
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acreage from the Lamar farmhis deed was made on June 17, 1839 andrded on April 18,
1840.For flone hundred forty dollars and fifthree cents William Lamar conveyed to the canal
companyfipart of a tract of land calledVhite Oak Leveb. . .containing 30 acres, 3 roods and 25
square perches.®

Adjacent to the Lamailarm the canal company purchased for $fi0@ acres, three roods, and
thirty perches of land from Mary Ann @\eal, a resident of Montgomery County, Maryland.
This land was part of a tract knowni@@he Brothers The deed was made on October 21, 1837
ard recorded on January 6, 1838,

Adjacent to the @\eal property the canal company obtained through condemri@ibacres
and 2 roods of land from the George Thistle familyhis land, like the adjoining @leal prg-
erty, was part of the tract callgtl he Brotherso The jury required the canal companyftoake
and keep in repair a ferry at any point the said owfjtgeorge Thistle] shouléselect, either -
posite to or above his housd&.he ferry was to be madeipon the plan of other ferries that the
saidcompany had constructed elsewherfkhistle was ta¥furnish the boat or boaidor the fe-
ry. If ThistleGs land was pufiunder contract before the removal of the present growing¢hep
canal company was requiréitb pay the said owner for such injorggs might occur to his crop
fin consequence of the letting of said workhe canal company also agreedffwevent the
erection of shantiésby the contractordoutside the lines of condemnatioi.he jury awarded
the Thistles $3,500 on June 23, 18%7The property acquired from the Thistle family lies in
presentday South Cumberlant?!

Adjacent to the Thistle property, the canal company purchased a tdi etcres, Two Roods
and Ten Perché®f land from Mrs. Elizabeth Dick, a resident of Washingtonr@puDistrict of
Columbia.Mrs. Dické property was part of a tract cali@the Resurvey on Shutes Reque€in
April 24, 1837 she had agreed to sell 56 acres for $3A0the same time she also agreed to
sell fiany additional quantity . . . which mighpeon further survey be found to be contained b
tween the upper berm line of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the river Potomac, at the same
rate per acre as paid for the said 56 acre8 By June 22, 1838 the survey had been completed,
and Mrs. Dick, inconformity with her earlier agreement, conveyed an additidb@lacres, 2
roods and 10 perche®f land to the trustees of the canal company for $1,08Z.86.total
amount paid to Mrs. Dick for the 75 acres was $4,18%80he property purchased from Mr
Dick lies in presentiay South Cumberland?®

Adjacent to Mrs. Dicks property and continuing up to what was then the town limits of Gumbe
land, the canal company acquired through condemnation on June 13filB3itres, 13 roods

178 |bid. See also Allegany County Land Record AB No. AA, foliosiRi®.

179 |bid. See also Allegany County Land Record AB No. T, folio 423.

180 |pid. See also Allegany County Judgment Records ABo{ly 809.

181 gee Appendix B: Mackall map drawn in 1890 from original deeds.

182 |bid. See also Allegeny County Land Record AB No. W, foliosi268. In October 1837 after Mrs. Dick had
agreed to draw up a deed with the Board, she refused to convey the tamdpany trustees, John P. Ingle, Clement

Cox and William A. Bradley, unless authorized to do so by the Board. Therefore the Board had to send a special
letter to Mrs. Dick requesting her to convey the land to the trustees. See Proceedings of thet BresiBleard of
Directors, E, p. 331.

183 gee Appendix B: Mackall map drawn in 1890 from original deeds.
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and 10 perchesof landbelonging to Mary Ann @\eal. This piece of property was also part of
the tract known aéThe Brother® The jury awarded Mrs. @leal the sum of $25@n October
17, 1837 Mrs. @\eal filed an objection on the grounds that the sum awarded was too Hmall.
car;gll company records do not indicate whether Mle@ls objection was upheld or refec
ed:

Within the town limits of Cumberland the canal comp@ngriginal rightof-way was obtained

by an agreement with Moore N. Falls and Matthew St. Clair Clarkiune 18370n June 7,
1837 Falls and Clarke offered to relinqui&il claims for their land required for the construction
of the Basin at Cumberlandf Dam 8 and the Basin were located inside Cumberland rather than
below the townThe Board immediatelgiccepted their offef?

Falls and Clarke were owners of a portion offitAéalnut Bottond tract known as thEComme-

cial Marto They agreed tdigiveo the canal companfsufficient of said property for the location

of its Main Basin immediately alongsideetiPotomac River, but not to exceed in width 110 feet

at water surface . 0" The rightof-way given by Falls and Clarke began at the boundary line
with OdNeal property and continued into the heart of Cumberland where it was used to form the
Main Basin andhe Little Basin'®’

Falls had obtained hi®Commercial Mam property from George Hoblitzell in July 1835 for the
sum of $4,000The deed between Hoblitzell and Falls gave the following description of the

property:

... all that part of a tract of larahlledd/Nalnut Bottondadjoining the town of Cumberland and
contained in the following lines, to wit: Beginning for the same at the Southwest corner of Lot
No. 200 in said town and running parallel with Creek street 10 perches to Wills Creek, thence
down with the Creek to Hoyédine near the mouth thereof, then down with the creek and with
said Hoyeéline, South 56 degrees East to the corner of Stisvand, thence North 2 degrees
West from 429 feet, North 79 degrees 99 feet, South 27 degrees Easttteyhthat formerly

ran between Mrs. Slicés and Reidslot, thence to the Southwest corner of T. Reidg thence

with the lines of the Town lots to the beginning, containing more od lak®H one other piece of

said tract called Walnut Bottom adjiig the ' part and beginning for the same at the Southwest
corner of H. Wineowis lot whereon George Wineow resided in 1823, and running thence South
70 degrees West 18 perches to a line of that part of Walnut Bottom conveyed of Thomas Beall of
Samuel taJames Scott, it also being a line of the above described piece, thence with the lines of
said lot North 8% degrees East 12Y% perches, North 60 degrees East 16 perches to the Northwest
corner of Mrs. Slicds lot, thence with the West or back lines of thert lots, with a straight line

to the beginning, containing more or l@skserving to said George Hoblitzell the ground upon

18 Deeds and Other Records Concerning Land, 18283, C & O Co. See also Allegany County Judgmert Re

ords AB Q, folio 538.

185 Proceedings of the Pregint and Board of Directors, E, p. 270. On the same day that the Board accepted the
agreements from Falls and Clarke, it also ordered the Commissioner to seek a similar agreement from @avid Shri
er. Shriver apparently had promised earlier to make suctgmeraent if Dam 8 and the Basin were located in
Cumberland.

% See fiCopy Agreement with Pet idtFiodrdofOchbobemdatt &7 0di

Records, ca. 1828900, C & O Co.
187 See Appendix B: Mackall map drawn in 1890 frorigmal deeds.
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which the New Stable is erected near Water Street and 12 feet on the east and west sides and 30
feet on the South of said Stabf@.

On October 25, 1837 the Board ordered the Chief Engiitedurnisto the Boardfwith a plan

of the proposed basin at Cumberland, and of the works to be connected therewith with as little
delay as possiblé®® The Chief Engineer was ill, however, and deldgending the plafhere-

fore on December 19, 1837 the comp@mnglerk, John P. Ingle, wrote Chief Engineer Fisketo r

mind him to forward the planngle said:iMr. Clarke [Matthew St. Clair Clarke] has again been

here and is quite disappointed that weehaot the plan of the Basin at Cumberidras they

[Clarke and Falls] gave their laddve ought to show what we w@&ntind Col. Washington g

nal company president George C. Washington] says that the plan is prepared and requests you to
send it down by the ve first private conveyancé-°

By the late 183& the canal company was facing massive financial probMrhen the Board
awarded contracts in September 1837, it was awaiting the sale of the $3,000,000 worth of six
percent bonds voted by the Maryland lstgiure back in June 183&/hen the statis agents

failed to sell the bonds by December 1837, the Board concluded contract arrangements to pu
chase the bonds and sell them for the twenty percent premium required by th# state.

By early 1838, however, manggislators were beginning to argue that the passage of the Eight
Million Dollar internal improvements act (which had provided for the $3,000,000 subscription to
the canal compamdy stock) had been a mistal@me were suggesting that the act be repealed
and that bonds not already issued be withhi¢ldias not until March 1838 that the Maryland
Legislature confirmed the sales contract made between the company and theagtatesiand

placed the certificates in the compé&andsy'*2

Upon receiving théonds the Board divided thefinto equal sums for sale here and abroad.
The company had no initial success in the American market, so it concentrated its effotts on sel
ing the bonds in England.o enable the sale of the bonds in England the canal confpkomg

with its old rival the Baltimore and Ohio Railrodthurged the Maryland Legislators to convert
the six percent dollar bonds to five percent sterlifige Maryland Legislature agreeét the

same time the Legislature releas#ioe canal and railraacompanies from the requirement of a

20 percent premiutnand voted to subscrilfian additional $1,375,000 to the canal stotk.

While the canal company was trying to sell the Maryland bonds, it adopted several temporary
measures to enable it to continwerk on the canalFirst of all, it broughffisuits against deik

8 See fAExtract of Deed, George Hoblitzell i1®900dC&D fe t o

Co
189

19
19

Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, p. 330.
Ingle to Fisk, December 19, 1837, Ltrs. Received, Chigfifkeer.
Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, p. 350. See also SaRderGneat National Project
p. 130.
192 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, p. 380. See also SafdeGneat National Project
p. 130.
193 The Eight Million Dollar Bill passed by the Maryland Legislature in June 1836 provided for a subscription of
$8,000,000 to several internal improvement companies. The C & O Canal and the B & O Railroad were to receive
$3,000,000 each. See Sandeflihge Geat National Projectpp. 110111.
1% bid., p. 131.
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guent stockholders to force full paymerbecondly, itfiresorted to loans from local badkand
eventually from the Bank of the United Staf8sirdly, it renewed the issuance of canal sétip.

By the end of May 1838, it looked as if the bonds were not going to be sold anytim&keon.
Board thereforéidecided to seek loans from banks on the pledge of the bonds while awaiting an
improvement in the money markei3his decision ushered in whednal historian Walter Sdn

erlin has calledione of the most disastrous episodes in the canal histhcgording to Sande

lin, the Board obtained loans in America and Eurdpe the pledge of Maryland bonds at@&5.
When the huge debt caused by thesedoaas finally liquidated between June 1839 and June
1840rithe bonds were sold for an average of 66 and 67 in New York, and 71 in Er@@gidyndh
Baltimore and Washington did the company salvage even the 85 percent hypothecatéd®value.

In the meantime # canal company was being plagued by labor violeBoeJanuary 1, 1838
violence erupted at the Paw Paw Tunifiéle riot was led by Irish workers who were upset over
the wholesale hiring of German immigrants and native Americ@he. Cumberland Guards
weresent to help quell the disturbanicé.

Violence continued to occur sporadically throughout 1838 and most of kB83@gust 1839 a
large riot broke out neat Little Orleardden from both Allegany and Washington Counties were
used to quell the riobout tirty of the Little Orleans rioters were arrested and jailed imCu
berland.All but two were tried, convicted and given prison terms of from one to eighteen years.
When a similar riot occurred again at Little Orleans in November 1839 the ringleaderslisf the
turbance were jailed, convicted and given prison teflth& action apparently was successful in
bringing a temporary halt to labor violence on the caffal.

Despite the financial and labor problems plaguing the canal company in the lats W&8K
wascontinued between Dam 6 and Cumberla@d.July 16, 1838, H. Devine, the originaineo

tractor for Section 366 and 367 (within the town of Cumberland), requested an increase in his
original contract price for Section 36Vhe Board, howevefhaving deternmied not to increase

the price of any contract made for work above Dam No. 6, refused the propoSitibevines
contract for Section 367 was eventually declared abandoned and was relet to George Hoblitzell
of CumberlandDevine did eventually complete Sien 366 in July 183§%°

In August 1839 the Report of the General Committee of the Stockholders said that most of the
nine mile level between Lock 75 at North branch and Dam 8 at Cumberlan@hetagery difi-
cult worko There werditwo and a half miles diieavy river embankmemtlong this levelPart
of the embankment had already been completed, and the remaind@dwascing in a satista

195 |bid, pp. 131132. See also Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, P. 459.

1% sanderlinThe Great National Projecpp. 133134.

197 Ibid, p. 120. See also Stegmaiéliegany CountyA History, p. 125.

19 gsanderlinThe Great National Projecpp. 121122. See also Stegmaiédjegany County: A Historypp. 125

126. Sanderlin and Stegmaier appear to differ on the number of rioters who were sentenced after the riots of August
and Septmber 1839. Sanderlin says that of the 30 tried, all but two received sentences, while Stegmaier says that 14
were given sentences. In July and August 1838 the canal company had begun firing and then blacklisting some of
the ringleaders of the labor diserd. This action also helped curb the tide of labor violence.

199 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, E, p. 458.

20 |pid., F, p. 87.
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tory manneio There were to be two waste weirs on this level, neither of which had been placed
under contractAccording to the report Dam 8 hd@lready beenfraised several feet above its
foundatior andfithe Virginia abutmeritwas already partially builiThe report gave the folwo-

ing details concerning the dam:

Dam No. 8, and its accompanying gudodk, are situted at the point that, for the present, is
considered the western termination of the eastern section of the Ta@alam is just below the
mouth of Wills Creeklt raises the water of the North Branch and of Wills Creek three and a half
feet at their cofluence; thereby giving from four to six feet up the latter, and increasing the depth
of the natural basin in the North Branch, which already, for nearly two miles above the mouth of
Wills Creek, is a beautiful sheet of still water, from 6 to 12 feet pttdand 400 feet wide.

The dam, although having a fall over it of only from 4 to 5 feet, will have a height from
its foundation of not less then 14 fe€his is caused by the excavation of about 10 feet in depth
below the bed of the river, to the solictko for a foundationlt will be a solid watetight wall of
masonry, laid in water cement, 400 feet in length between the abutments, and 15 feet iib width.
will be plumb on the lower side to its full height, and upon the upper side to within fivef fet o
full height. This difference of five feet in the height of the two sides allows the top of the dam to
have an inclination upstream of three feet to one; that is, the fall will be five feet in the fifteen
feet, the width of the danThis upper surfagewith this downward inclination up the stream, will
be protected by whiteak timbers of a foot square, covered with tkirexh plank, over all which
will be placed iceguards.Nearly one hundred feet in length of this dam is already raised several
feet dove its foundatioriThe Virginia abutment is also in part built.

This dam, thus constructed of watigght masonry upon a solid rock foundation, with a
fall of only from four to five feet, can, it is believed, be made so tight as to allow the escadpe of li
tle or no water by leakag&his is a consideration of the highest importance, when it is retollec
ed that, without the aid of reservoirs, there will be an insufficient supply of water at Cumberland
for active trade in very dry seasons, such as occabiaraaur.

Concerning the two basins that would be formed just below Dam 8, the report said:

The basin at Cumberland is an enlargement of the width of the canal to 100 feet, for near half a
mile below the dam; from the lower termination of which enlargetaere will be a branchab
sin of about the same length at the main basin, diverging from it, and running up to&hriver
Mill; which branch basin will vary in width from 100 to 200 fe€hese two artificial basins, with
the natural basin up the Northidch of nearly two miles in length, are the accommodations at
present contemplated for receiving coal and other trade of the canal at Cumberland.

The two artificial basins below the dam are protected against the high water of the river
by the towpath ofthe canal, which is raised sufficiently high to serve as a goané. The situa-
tion of this dam admits of an important extension of the accommodation to the trade, upon such
plan as shall effectively protect Cumberland against the highest waters ofatharrd of Wills
Creek.In fact, the town will thus obtain a greater degree of security from this danger than existed
before the construction of the caf#l.

By mid-1839 the Board of Directors realized that because of the financial problems ofithe co
pany, construction between Dam 6 and Cumberland would soon have to be curtailed or possibly
halted.The minutes of the Board meeting on August 28, 1839 stated that idbe fresent state

of the finances of the Canal Compartlye Board would soon find iinecessary to suspend some

201 Report of the General Committee of the Stockholders of the C & O (&laahington, D.C.: Gales and Seat
Publishers, 1839), pp. 221.
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of the work® underficontract on the line of the canair fito reduce the force employed ther

on.0 The Board therefore directed Chief Engineer Fisk to appear at the next meeting and inform
the Board on the status of the works in gess’*? The next week Fisk appeared before the
Board andimade a verbal report on the present situation of the work on the line of theoCanal.
Afterwards, he was ordered fmake a written report to the Board . . . in reference to the co
templated reductivof the force hereafter to be employ#®

In the meantime some of the sections under contract near Cumberland were nearing completion.
On September 25, 1839 the final estimate on Section 364 in favor of Z. Gatton was approved by
the Board.The Board witheld ficertain deductiong,however, in case Gatton shouithil to
completé the section when requiréd This section had originally been let to Clark Burnham on
September 27, 1837, but had later been declared abandoned and relet to Gatton.

The curtailmenhof work and shaky financial condition of the canal company had their inevitable
effect upon the economy of Cumberlakthrd pressed by mounting debts in September 1839,
fiseveral Contractors and Merchants in Cumbedattiressed a letter to Thomas PeAlge-

gany Countgs member on the Board of Directofiproposing an issue of notes or scrip by the
Canal Companw.The notesfisecured by a pledge of Maryland State Bamdeuld befiused as

a means of Payment from the Company to the Contrazf®esty sumitted the proposal to the
Board, but the Board took no actitti.

Since the deadlines for the completion of all sections and masonry work let in September 1837
were December 15, 1839 and November 1, 1839 respectively, the Chief Engineer recommended
on Decenber 21, 1839 that the contracts for all unfinished works be declared abargpied.

date all but two of the sections between Evitts Creek and Dam No. 8 (SectiGrd6Bb8he

area that falls within the present city limits of Cumberland) had been cedpide two unfin-

ished sections were Section 361 under contract to John Dougherty and Section 367 under co
tract to George HoblitzelDam 8, under contract to Sterritt and Lockwood, was also unfinished.
The Board accepted the Chief Engiriseecommendain and declared all contracts for umfi

ished works abandonétf

On February 27, 1840 the Chief Engineer announced to the Board that he and Commissioner
Spriggfhad agreed to revive the contracts formerly made with George Hobditedl, William

P. Sterrit with ficertain modifications and conditioosThe Board immediately confirmed the
agreement8’’ While copies of these agreements could not be found in the records of the canal
company, similar renegotiated agreements generally included the followingiprsvitAn ex-

tension of the time for completion to June 1, 1841; the right of the company to give thirdy days

202
203

Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, F, p. 96.

Ibid., F, p. 97. The written report was actually presented on September 2bidSde, p. 105.

294 |pid., F, p. 107.

205 |pid., F, p. 109. The proposaks ordered to be filed.

2% |pid., F, pp. 137138. Z. Gatton still had not finished Section 364, but his final estimate had been approved. The
final estimates for Sections 362 and 363 under contract to the partnership of Simon Nicholls and William Storey
were approved by the Board on January 23, 1840lt8ée F, pp. 107, 156L57.

27 bid., F, pp. 173, 177.
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notice to stop construction if its financial pressures forced it to; and the payment for work with
canal company scrip payable six months aftteof

About the same time Hoblitzé&l contract for Section 367 was renewed, he sold to the canal
company a parcel of land which was a part of the section contracted toFbin$1,200
Hoblitzell and his wife Sally on February 27, 1840 conveyed to thal coampany the following
property near Dam 8 in Cumberland:

... all that lot or parcel of ground upon which the stablé&dfvardétavern stands and also all

the other ground between the said lot and Dam No. 8 that the said Hoblitzell now ownsyrand up
which the Guard Bank is placed, or that may be flooded by the back water of Dam No. 8 between
said Guard Bank and Wills Creek above and from said Dam No. 8 up to the upper end of the lot
upon which said stable staddsogether with all and singular thehaantages, profits and appu
tenances thereunto . . . excepting the stable aforesaid, which the said George Hoblitzell hath r
served to himself provided he shall remove the same on or beforg dag bf July next at his

own cost. .%%®

In the meantime #n population of Cumberland doubled between 1830 and IB# towrds
population had been 1,162 in 188y. 1840 it had increased to over 3,08@me of the increase
in the towr@s population could no doubt be attributed to the influx of workers on the adsa
and Ohio Canal and the Baltimore and Ohio Rail/dad.

By early 1840 it was generally recognized by the Board of Directors of the canal company and
by the contractors on the line between Dam 6 and Cumberland that construction would soon
have to be h&td.

When the Maryland Legislature adjourned its session in March without appropriating more aid
for the completion of the canal, the Board on March 28 passed the following resolutions:

Resolved, that in view of the very heavy sacrifice which will beriirex by the contractors and
laborers now on the line of the Canal, and by those whom they are indebted, and of the additional
cost which will inevitably be encountered in the completion of the Canal, if the works in progress
are now suspended, it is expad to continue the work until the first of May next, in the hope
that measures will in the mean time, be adopted to afford the Board of Directors the means to
proceed without interruption, with the improvement they have in charge.

Resolved that the CHi&ngineer be directed to report on the present condition of the work in
progress on the line of the Canal between Dam No. 6 and Cumberland; giving his opinion as to
the probable increase of expenditures which will be required for the work if it shalb&@w

rested, and the time within which, in that event, the Canal will be opened for navigation from
Cumberland to tide watét

208 Unrau,HSR, Dam No. 8 and its Associated Structupe$88.

29 Deeds and Other Records Concerning Land, 18283, C & O Co. See also Allegany Coyiiand Records
AB No. AA, folio 320.

219 gtegmaier,Allegany County: A Historypp. 142, 147. The population of Allegany County increased from
10,609 in 1830 to 15,740 in 1840. SeeGenberland Civilian December 20, 1850.

21 proceedings of the Presidemtd Board of Directors, F, pp. 1i8E36.
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Two days later the Chief Engineer presented his réporthe consequenaesf suspending all

work on the canalAccording to Qiief Engineer Fisk, the compaisyfailure to obtairfia further
subscription from the State of Marylandiould result infithe total suspension of operations u

on the canab He predicted that such a suspension for just one year would mean that the canal
would finot be completed to Cumberland in less than four years from thi®flméack up his
prediction he mentioned that a one year suspensioni(1838) had delayed the completion of

the sections between Dam 5 and Dam 6 for four y2ars.

On June 2, 184(he Board of Directors informed the stockholders at their annual meeting that
the canal work between Dam 6 and Cumberland was in the fiahdaergetic and active ne
tractors) who were pressing forwardwith as much vigor as the finances of the Company
Wouldzq%llow.(‘) Within the town of Cumberland, Dam 8 and its guard lock \iiarere than half
doneo

The contractors on the line between Dam 6 and Cumberland continued with their works through
the remainder of 1840 and the first half of 1841, although tealyzed that construction would
soon be halted.

In a letter to the stockholders gathered at a Special General meeting in March and April 1841,
Chief Engineer Fisk commented on the necessity of pla@ngmporary lock at the Narrows

[Lock 72] finext yeao sincefithe Cumberland dainwould be finishedWithout such a lock the

river trade of the upper Potomac would be closed off by the dam since the canal wasrstill unfi
ished between Dam 6 and Cumberlafidk maintainedihat the intentioa had finever beerto

close the dam at Cumberland, before the completion of the entire line, without making some
such provision as that spokendlt fiwas with a view to a temporary lock at tiéarrows. . .

that the light work between Cumberland anddiarrow®was pi under contract so earb7™*

On June 7, 1841 Chief Engineer Fisk informed the stockholders at their annual meeting that
within Cumberland Dam 8 and the guard lock wi#free eighths don@.Both structures, accor
ing to Fisk, couldieasily be finished byhe close of next yeaf™

In August 1841, however, the Board finally ordered the suspension of all wockrding to
Sanderlids history of the canal some contractors were able to fditfts on the companyand
thus continued to work longeBy Decembe 1842, however, all work had come to a K&it.

212 proceedings of the President and Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company in Relation to the
Present Condition of the Work on the Line of the Canal and the Report of the Chief Engineer on the Cormssequence
of a Suspension of the Wdilashington, D.C.: Gales and Seaton Publishers, 1840)j 8p. 4

3 Twelfth Annual Repoi1840), C & O Canal Co., pp. 1145, quoted in UnratdSR, Dam No. 8 and its Assoc

ated Structuresp. 38.

24 proceedings of the Stockhels of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, In Special General Meeting,
Commencing on the"&f March and Continuing, by adjournment, to tHe & April, 1841. Also a communication

from C. B. Fisk, Esq. Late Chief Engineer, Addressed to the Stockhdeshington, D.C.: Gales and SeatoiPu
lishers, 1841), p. 3.

#5 Thirteenth Annual Repo(841), C & O Canal Co., pp. 581 quoted in UnraitdSR, Dam No. 8 and its Ass

ciated Structuresp. 46.

%% gsanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 137.
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When work came to a halt in 1842 much of the last fifty miles between Dam 6 and Cumberland
had been completethcluded among those finished portions were Sections3@Bin what is
presentday Cumberland’ In fact only eighteen miles were unfinishéthese eighteen miles

were scattered, however, and included some of the most difficult works such as the tunnel and
deep cutsDam 8 and its guard lock in Cumberland were also unfiniéfed.

In the meantime, theaoaks old rival, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad had reached Cumberland
in 1842.The first locomotive to reach Cumberland was an engine used to test the traaks on N
vember 1, 1842Four days later the official train entered the towhe citizens of Cumb&and

were naturally jubilant over the arrival of the first traithe Cumberland Civiliangreeted the

first arrival with the headlinefiHere at Lasé™®

According to Thoma®and William®History of Allegany Countythe period when Cumberland
was the ternmus for the railroadiwas a most prosperous time for . . .Cumberiafitie old M-
tional Road wagin effect the continuation of the railroadn fithe early daysthere wasione
passenger train between Baltimore and Cumberland daily, except Suhdaffare from Cun-
berland to Baltimore was $6.86%°

William H. Lowdermilk the author of thelistory of Cumberlandpublished in 1878, has written
the following concerning the impact of the railréadrrival in Cumberland:

No other event has ever transpiradhe history of the place which created so much pleasurable
excitementBusiness was entirely suspended, and men, women and children gathered about the
terminus of the road to witness the arrival of traiReom the mountain tops, and valleys,
throughoutthe adjoining country, the people came in crowds, and the town was in a fewer of e
citement for many days.

The opening of the road proved the inauguration of a new era in the history of the town.
This was made the point of exchange for passengers andamdizh between the East and West.
Hotels were erected for the accommodation of travelers, and large warehouses, along the railroad
tracks, for the storing of goods which were to be transshipped from cars to wagons for the West,
and from wagons to cars ftihhe East.The facilities thus furnished for rapid transportation i
duced many persons to make the journey across the mountains, and the stage companies were
compelled to build new coaches and to erect large stdblesy morning and evening upon the
arrival of the cars long lines of stages drew up in front of the hadtsisle they carried nine pa
sengers, and outside one on the seat with the dhivéie fibood and on the roof was placed the
baggageWhen all were loaded, at a given signal, a dozemsvhiould crack, a dozen fetiorse
teams would take the road, and dash through the streets at a brisk trot, which would be kept up
until Frostburg was reached, in less than two hddese horses were exchanged, and up the
mountain grade they went, on theiay to Wheeling.

27 gection361 was completed by John Dougherty (his original contract had been declared abandoned in December
1839) in June 1840. See Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, F, p. 247. It is not known when the

last section in Cumberland (Section 367)svempleted. All the other sections from B386 were completed by

1840. See footnote 112.

8 Unrau,HSR< Dam No. 8 and its Associated Structupes:7.

219 gtegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 129130. Cumberland remained the western terminus oBgié-

more and Ohio Railroad until 1851. See @amberland Civilian October 11, 1850 and tli@u mber | and Mi ner
Journal November 14, 1851.

220 ThomasHistory of Allegany Countypp. 263 264.
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In a little while after the completion of the railroad to Cumberland, the National Read b
came a thoroughfare such as the country has never before or since seen, for a like @istance.
every mile of the road were to be seen stagesagas, and heavy freight wagons, carrying tons
of merchandize piled up under their caneasered bows, drawn by six powerful hordesadd-
tion to these, great droves of cattle, hogs, sheep, etc., were daily on th€aaads were to be
found every fev miles, with jolly landlords, who knew all the teamsters, drivers and guards.
There werdggood old timefand thedike boy®still living look back to them with many a sigh
of regret?®

The completion of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to Cumberlandwwakubt a stimulus for

the construction of smaller branch lines leading from the mining area into Cumbértand.
problem of getting the coal from the mining region to Cumberland had been recognized for a
long time.In 1828 the Maryland Legislature hakactered the Maryland Mining Comparihe

new company was authorizétb build a railroad from its mines to Cumberland or some other
point on the Chesapeake and Ohio CaffdlPerhaps because of the slow progress of camal co
struction, the mining company @ no immediate move to construct such a road.

In 1838, however, the Maryland and New York Iron Company was given permission by the state
to begin construction of a nine mile long railroad which wouldfifoom the Narrows [just north

of Cumlzz)grland] up Jaings Run to Mt. SavageThis road was not opened, however, until April

1, 18457

According to Thoma®and William®History of Allegany Counfywhen the Mt. Savage Railroad
was completed, connection could be made with the Baltimore and Ohio Rail©@acberland.

The Mt. Savage Railroad in the early years was in filaperated by the Baltimore and Ohio
which provided the rolling stookPassenger trairfsvere run in connection with the trains from
Baltimored®®* An 1845 advertisement for the new railrosaid: fthe Mt. Savage cars leave
Cumberland about 5aock A.M., returning by early breakfadteave again at 9&lock and
return to Cumberland at 4 P.Meave again on the arrival of the Baltimore train and retum ge
erally about 7, affording opportugifor a pleasant ride and of witnessing one of the greatest . . .
iron manufacturing establishments in the Uniéf1.The primary purpose of the Railroadwo
ever, was to transport coal from the mines to the Baltimore and Ohio line at CumB&tEimel.
Baltimore and Ohio then transported the coal to the Chesapeake and Ohio canal terminus at Dam
6.

In May 1845 the Maryland Mining Company finally began construction of an eleven nhile rai
road which ran from Cumberlanithrough the Narrows [just north of Cumlsert] and up
@raddocks Valleydto Eckharto This line was merged with the Mt. Savage Railroad sometime
before 1850 to form the Cumberlandit. Savage Railroadn 1850 this railroad was chartered

21 | owdermilk, History of Cumberlandpp. 349, 350352, 371 qut ed i n Harl an DHRINrauds
The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal NH@hapter XIV, The Economic Impact of the C & O Canal on the Potomac

Valley: 18281924 pp. 212213.

222 gtegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 132.

223 |bid., pp. 141142.

24 Thomas,History of Allegany Countyp. 274.

25 |pid., p. 264.

2% |pid., p. 274.
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as the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railréadl851 it conihued its tracks from Eckhart to

just below Frostburg anhfter digging a tunnel under that toomextended its roaf#9.8 miles to
Lonaconing in 1850.At Lonaconing it connectefiwith the tracks of the GeorfeCreek Coal

and Iron Company, which in 1852t opened the 9.2 mile line between Piedmont [Va.] and
Lonaconingo In 1864 under the ownership of the Consolidation Coal Company the Cumberland
and Pennsylvania Railrodgained control of the entire road between Piedmont and Cumberland
via Mt. Savage’?’

According to Sanderliis history of the canal, by 184%he financial conditioa of the canal
companyfiwas deplorable, if not entirely hopeles®fficials of the companfipublicly acknovr
edged debts of $1,196,400 above all meaimsaddition, most of & resourceswere tied up in
the few remaining 5 percent bonds it ow&d.

The canal comparly remaining five percent bondibad been deposited with the Bariogd
London in 1839 and had remained there becétise was no market for thedrin the mea-

time the Barings had made several advances to the canal company between 1839 dByl 1842.
the end of 1842, the Barings, obviously hard pressed by the tightness of the British money ma
ket, demandedipayment on the advancegfter some hesitation, the cam@mpany agreed to

sell its remaining five percent bonds to the Barings in ordérmefpay the advanceé?®

As controlling stockholder, the State of Maryland was able to force the canal company to take
some steps to improve its financial situatibnthe spring of 1842 the Maryland Legislature o
dered the canal company to sell all excess canal propektiesrding to Sanderlin, the forced
disposal of excess property was completed by June%$844.

With prodding from the state, the canal company &leok steps to improve the position of the
canal as a transportation agency pending the sucaessfupletion of the canal to Cumberland.

In September 1843 it made an agreement with its old rival the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Company whereby the railroad wdulransport coal from Cumberland to the canal terminus at
Dam 6 forfi2 cents a ton per mik#3!

Although construction had been halted, the canal condpdimard of directors continued to plan
for the canak completion.The plan that was eventually acceptey the Maryland Legislature
wasfihe proposal to waive the stéeprior liens on canal revenues and permit the canal @omp

227 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 141 142.

228 ganderlin,The Great National Projecp. 139.

222 |pid., pp. 139140.

20 |pid., p. 140. In the Cumberland area, howevie, tanal company was still disposing of excess property in
accordance with the order of the Maryland Legislature, as late as April 1845. On April 17, the company sold a po

tion of the 75 acres it had originally purchased from Elizabeth Dick back in 18@8laid was sold to one John

Bl ack of Allegany County. According to the deed, t he r
deducting one acre,o0 to provide an Aoutl et to nthe rive
structed later. See Deeds and Other Records Concerning Land,18338 C & O Co. See also Allegany County

Land Records 15, folio 255 and Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, G, p. 237.

%1 sanderlin,The Great National Projecpp. 150151. According to Sanderlin, this arrangement turned out to be

more harmful than beneficial to the canal ds interest.
the railroad company used the arrangement to argue that the railroad shoultelee peamanent feeder to the canal

at Dam 6.



46 Chapter IX Cumberland Anticipates the Canal 182850

ny to issue its own bonds to pay for the completion of its WotkThis proposal was accepted
by the Legislature in March 1843’

The proposal provided that the canal comp@ould issue $1,700,000 of preferred construction
bonds on the mortgage of its revenues, when it received guarantees from interested parties for
195,000 tons of trade annually for five ye&r'

The Board obtairgt the necessary guarantees and by November 1, 1845 construction had been

resumed on the unfinished portion of the caifi&le contractors were Walter Gwynn, William

Thompson, James Hunter and Walter Cunningham, all partners in Messrs. Gwynn ared Comp
235

ny.

By July 1846, however, all work had again ceased because the bonds of the company had not
been soldWork remained suspended during the remainder of 1846 and most 6£1847.

Finally in October 1847 the Board worked out an arrangement for the sale of tparm@n
bonds.The estimated amount of cash needed to complete the canal was $1,18060000ing

to the terms of the arrangement, a group of New York, Boston and Washington businessmen
agreed to take $500,000 of the boriise subcontractors would take(BR2000.The state of

ginia agreed to take $300,000 and the District cities agreed to take $16%,000.

On November 18, 1847 construction was again resufmedw contract had been drawn up with
James Hunter, William Thompson and a third partner, Thoraasst3*®

Work proceeded with only a few interruptions until the company ran out of money again in July
1850.The contract with Hunter, Harris and Company was declared abantfdned.

A new contract was immediately drawn up with Michael Byrne, who agreedrplete the a-
nal fifor $3,000 cash and $21,000 in bowdByrne finally completed the canal in the fall of
1850.The formal opening was held on Thursday October 10, 1850.

Little information is available on the individual sections and structures placed cowltract b-

tween 1845 and 1858Ve do know, however, that as of April 1, 1850, $3,276 worth of werk r
mained to be done on the sections which fall within the present city limits of Cumberland (Se
tions 358367).In addition $5,668 worth of work remainéal be done on structures withincse

tions 358 through 367According to a statement of balances on April 1, 1850, the following
amounts were required to put these sections and structures into working order for the opening of
the canal:

232 |bid., pp. 144145.

233 pid., p. 152.

24 bid.

25 |bid., pp. 154155

2% |bid. p. 155.

%7 bid. p. 157.

238 |bid., Gwynn and Cunningham were no longer associated with the partnership.
239 |bid., pp. 157158.

240 |bid., pp. 158159.
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Sections No. 358 thlo. 367 inclusive $3,276
Agueduct No. 11 [at Evitts Creek]  $1,404

Culverts No. 236237 & 239 $1,062
Culverts No. 240 and 241 $136
Waste Weir in Section No. 366 $1,045
House at Guard Lock $64
Bridge on Section No. 364 $246
Bridge on Section No. 367 $768
Bridge at Guard Lock $252
Stop Gate on Section No. 365 $248
Dam No. 8 & Guard Lock" $443

Since there had been considerable deterioratiofiboth the unfinished and the completed-se
tionsd during the time (18421850) when work was periodically qended?*? some of the
amounts listed above may have been for simple restoration and repairs.

Sections 358367 and their associated structures must have been put into working order rather
quickly. On Friday June 14, 1850, tikeimberland Civiliarjoyfully announced thafion Tuesday
evening [the 11] the ceremony of letting the water of the Potomac, for the first time from the
head of navigation into the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal was performed by CharleB.cFisk.
cording to theCivilian fithe first level of8%2 mile® [to Lock 75] wasfinow covered with \&-

ter 0?43

On June 23, 1850, the President of the canal company told the stockholders that the water would
fibe admitted into the first ten miles of the Canal, from Cumberland to Lock 72 just below the
Narrows, arly next week’** The following week theCumberland Civiliamannounced that the
Waterzgad beerilet into the Canal as far as Oldtown, a distance of 15 miles from Gumbe
land O

The water let onto the level of the canal between Cumberland and Lock 75eothl]umas la

lowed to remain until the formal opening of the cafalerefore between June 11 and the formal
opening on October 10, the citizens of Cumberland had a chance to leisurely enjoy their new c
nal. On July 26, in an article headé@Rarties on th€anab the Cumberland Civiliarsaid: fiLast

week a party of gentlemen of this place chartered the canal boats of Messrs. Guinner and Mong,
and proceedings some six (6) miles down the canal passed the day very pleasantly in fishing,
shooting, loafing, etc...fi According to theCivilian, other groups were also taking advantage of

the watered level near Cumberl&f.

As the work on the canal grew nearer to completion, Cumbédanmdy newspaper in 185Gs-i
sued enthusiastic reports each weéaken the contraowith Hunter, Harris and Company was

241 Fisk to Byers, Dugan and Patterson, April 5, 1850, Ltrs. Recd., Chief Engineer. See also Statement of Balances,
April 1, 1850, Ltrs. Recd., Chief Engineer.

242 sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 141.

243 Cumberland Civilian Jure 14,1850. Th€ivilian had reported a week earlier that the water was about to be let
fiin on the | evels near Locks 69, 70 Cdmaarahd CivilidnJunen7, t h e
1850.

244 TwentySecond Annual Repdt850) C & O CanlCo., p. 3.

245 Cumberland CivilianJune 28, 1850.

248 |bid., July 26, 1850.
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abandoned in July, th@ivilian was not distressedlVhen the new contract was given to Michael
Byrne, the newspaper published the following encouraging report:

The parties who had charge of the completion of the Camale the failure of the original Go

tractors, having abandoned the work, we understand the Board of Directors have made a contract
with Mr. Michael Byrne, of Frederick County, Maryland, to complete the entire work by'thie 1
September for the sum 23,000 . . .As so little is to be done, and that is entrusted to such good
hands, there can surely be no mistake this tithe.

On Friday, August 30, th@ivilian reported thafion Tuesday last [the Zpthe water was let into
the canal as far as the tuhBdn fia very few days it would fibe continued on to Dam No06
and the canal would thdibe continuous to Alexandr@The fienergetic President of the coaap
ny, General James Coaldyadibeen in this region recently, giving the matter his zealous pe
sona attentiond®*®

On September 13, th@ivilian said that the completion of the canal viiagar at hanaland that
every citizen of Allegany County should celebrate vijphofound joy upon the completion of
the project A week later, the newspaper announteat fithe celebration of the opening of the
Canab would ﬁprobablg/ take place early in Octokiett felt that fithe 9" of Octobed would
fiprobably be the dag?*

The canal company and the town of Cumberland had apparently been planning for the formal
openng ceremonies for some timiavited guests and other visitors began arriving in the town
the day before the everfine of the directors, Colonel John Pickell from Baltimore, brought
along a band of musicians called the Independent B&msn after theiarrival on Wednesday,

the musicians furnished entertainment to a large audféhce.

On Thursday morning, October 10, large crowds had gathered in front of the United States hotel
and Barnuris Hotel by 8:30The Eckhart Artillery Company entertained the adswintil nine
olclock. At that time a large procession led by the Eckhart Artillery Company marched through
the streets to the outlet locks of the caMéhiting at the outlet locks were five canal boatglloa

ed with coal from the Eckhart minebhe officid ceremonies were opened by passing the five
boatsrithrough the locks, amid the salvos of artillery from the Eckhart Company, accompanied
by the brilliant performance of the banifs!

At the request of the mayor and council of Cumberland, William Prideedet] the following
long but thoughtful address:

247 |bid., August 2, 1850. On March 29 ti@viianhad pr ai sed fAMessrs. Hunter and
efforts since 1847.
248 |pid., August 30, 1850.
249 |pid., Septembet 3, 1850.
20 cumberland CivilianOctober 11, 1850. See also fReport to the Stockholders on the Completion of the Canal
to Cumberland(Frederick, Maryland: D. Schely and T. Haller, Printers, 1851) ppi 128 ThomasHistory of
leslllegany Countypp. 219217; and Sanderliff,he Great National Projecpp. 159 160.
Ibid.
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Many of us were young when this great work was commenced, and we have lived to see its co
pletion only because Providence has prolonged our lives until our heads arfeuwgiey.this n-

terval of four andwenty years we have looked with eager anxiety to the progress of the work up
the valley of the Potomadhe progress has been stbwften interrupted and full of vicissitudes.

At times the spectacle of thousands of busy workmen has animated the linéofvtven to all

human calculation no cause was likely to intervene to prevent its early compBattonhen we

have turned to look at the scene again, it was all changed; contractors and laborers had departed,
and the stillness of desolation reigned inirthpdace. Thousands have been ruined by their conne

tion with the work, but few in this region have had any cause to bless it.

It was natural, perhaps, that things should be precisely as they have been, both with the
enterprise itself, and with the individls whose fortunes have been connected withhie. un-
common magnitude, and the uncommon finish of the work, may be regarded as cause sufficient
for all the alternations and disappointments attending to its higtbeyreasonin@ of men, from
their expeience upon works of different dimensions and character, might have been expected to
lead to disappointment when applied to a work like this.

Go view those magnificent aqueducts, locks and culverts, of hewndstboge huge
embankments, on which you mayyjoey for days down the river; go view the great tunnetpas
ing threefifths of a mile through rock, and arched with brick, its eastern portal opening upon a
thorougl® cut almost equal in magnitude to the tunnel itdedbk at the vessels lying in thadb
sin, ready to commence the work of transportation, and large enough to navigate the dtlantic,
look at all these things, and then think how soon the fortunes of individuals embarked irsthe pro
ecution of such an enterprise would be swallowed up, leaving itijpom little more impression
than the bubbles which now float upon the watiénsill not be deemed out of place, if | here-e
press the hope, that, those whose losses have been gains of the company, should not in the hour of
its prosperity be forgotten.

It has been greatly decried and greatly misunderstood, but it is a magnificent wdrk, wha
ever may be said to the contra®f its probable revenues, now that it is completed, | seearo re
son to distrust the opinions heretofore entertained by its fridmdbswhy should it not be prdfi
able as, from the first, it was expected to hé® same great coal deposits which originatly i
duced its projection, and which animated the hopes of its friends, during all the trials and viciss
tudes of its history still & in these mountains, waiting an avenue to maHlstuality has in no
wise deteriorated, and is known to be such as to give it a preference over every other description
of coal on this side of the Atlanti®he capacity of the canal is practically urted. All the coal
companies have their rail roads and other means of shipment upon the canal, comfiteted.
such a staple and such an avenue to market, what is to limit the emoluments of th€weabrk?
however, is but one item of its tradend when welook to the agricultural products of Western
Maryland, and of the contiguous portions of Virginia and Pennsylvania, and after all this, add to
the account, the ascending trade, consisting of merchandize for the supply of the territory already
indicated, ad a share of that destined for the west, it is no exaggeration to say, that, the work will
in due time pay off its own debt and leave the state in possession of a permanent fund, adequate
to all her financial wants.

The people of the State must not beagmointed if these results should be a little longer
in coming than they are willing to anticipatefull trade cannot grow up in a dajo carry a nik
lion tons of coal, and there are single companies here competent to ship that quantity, will require
400boats, 1500 men and boys and 1800 hotsésevident therefore that some time and a great
deal of capital will be required to put the canal in full operation.

The opening of yonder gates to let through the first boat carrying freight from Gumbe
land totide water signalizes a happy epoch in the financial condition of the Istatée turning
point in the history of the canal, and marks the precious moment of time, when this great work
ceases forever to be a burden upon theptpers of Maryland, ahbegins to reimburse those
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who have so long and so patiently borne the charge of its constrigtioim.an event is cause of
congratulation to the people of the whole sfate.

At the conclusion of Pri@s speech, canal company president, James M. Cpale & reply to
the Price addres€oale reviewed the history of the canal and spoke on its future role arld deve
opment>?

At the conclusion of the several speeches the invited guests and officials of Cumberland boarded
the packet boailenny Linad and tte canal boafiC. B. Fislo for a tenmile trip down the canal.

These two boats were followed by a procession of citizens who loaded into other canal boats.
Bringing up the rear of the procession were the five boats loaded withi-ooalof the five boats
loaded with coal were the Southampton, the Elizabeth, the Ohio and the Delaware, all belonging
to Dr. Robert McKaigThe fifth boat was the Freeman Rawdon which belonged to &/anan-

berland Line™>*

Ten miles down the canal the procession of boats stopgedming [probably Blue Spring just
below Lock 72] where the canal company provided an abundant [liheHive canal boats were
then allowed to continue towards their destinatidif®e invited guests, town officials andieit
zens of Cumberland, then reted to town, where a large banquet was given that evening at
Barnunts Hotel*®

52 pjd.
53 pjd.
34 bid.
5 pid.
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CHAPTER X
Cumberland and the Canal in Operation, 18501889

According to Sanderlis history of the candithe completion of the railroad and the canal to
Cumberland, in 1842nd 1850 respectively, brought to the town a dependable meansssf tran
portation to the Eastern markets and a large transfer business in coal from the mines at Frostburg
and farther wesd.As the terminus of the canal, Cumberland also was in a positianl8te to

secure a sizeablBamount of trade from the boatmen between runs and during the avinter
months when the canal was clos&dus for many years after 18%the prosgerity of the town,

its land values and tradevere tied to the ups and downs of tiwal busines®’

Horace Greeley, who had visited Cumberland in 1849, toldNkis York Tribuneeaders that
Cumberland wagidestined to become one of the largest inland towns of America, a rival of
Pittsburg and Lowell [Massachusett3].Although Greele§s prediction did not come true, he
was probably echoing the feelings of a large number of Cumbéslaiidens in 1849A large
number of Cumberlardd citizens were convinced that the railroad and the soon to be omened ¢
nal would bring greatness to th&wwn.

The arrival of the railroad in 1842 and of the canal in 1850 caused a boom in the growth of
CumberlandThe boom came to an end around 1852 because of the problems that soon beset the
canal and because of the extension of the Baltimore ands0tracks soon after the arrival of

the canal.

Officials of the Baltimore and Ohio had begun negotiations with canal officials for the extension
of the railroads tracks as early as 1848n November 28, 1848, T. Spear Nicholas, Chairman of
a subcommittee ofhe railroad company, wrote a letter to the board of directors of the canal
company asking what action had the Board taken on the ra#roaguest to crogihe canal at
Cumberland on its passage Westwaiithe railroads original request had been referte Chief
Engineer Fisk, who had made a report on the subject on Decembfter2a review of Fisks

report the Board passed the following resolution:

Resolved® That from the report of the Chief Engineer of this Company, the Board are of the
opinion thatno difficulties exist to the location and construction of the Baltimore and Ohie Rai
road, in its extension Westward by the upper line through the town of Cumberland, as designated
and described in the report of T. Knight and John Chilnor to the Hons IMciiane, late Pres

dent of the Baltimore and Ohio RR Co., from its point of deflection on the Mount Savdge Rai
road, across Wills Creek and to and up the North Branch of the Potomac Ri¥er. . .

Although the board of directors of the canal company felt there would be no difficulty in
working out the arrangements for the railroad to proceed beyond Cumberland, the exact route
had not been decided on by February 183@n February 8, 1849, the railroad company ipres

%% ganderlin,The Great National Project p. 167. According to Sandern-in, the
berl andds c¢ommer divaues apdrthe Clpesapeiake wnd &modCaralavas demonstrated as early as
1836, when the announcement of the suspension of work
%7 Cumberland Alleganianiune 2, 1849, quoted in Stegmaidfegany County: A Hitory, p. 143.

%8 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, H, pjp2284

%9 |bid., H, pp 232233 & 237.
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dent, Thomas Swann, wrote to the presidand board of directors of the canal compi@sug-

gesting an outline of an arrangement . . . to enable the said Railroad Company to proceed with
their road by the Upper route through the town of Cumbedehiter reading these suggestions,

the board ofdirectors of the canal company passed the following resolutions giving the railroad
company permission to proceed along any route approved by Chief Engineer Fisk:

Whereas the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company are desirous of extending their road from a
point on the Mount Savage Railroad, about two thousand feet above their present Depot at Cu
berland, across Wills Creek and thence through Academy Hill to and up the Valley of the North
Branch of the Potomac to the Savage RivAnd Whereas the said Compangt being authe

ized to occupy for the route or site of their said road any place along the Potomac River or Wills
Creekdn said a manner as either to exclude this Company from the priority in the choice of a site
or sites for the continuation of the wsrauthorized by its Charter, or in any manner to restrict or
circumscribe it in the exercise of its prior right of electidmve made application to this @e

pany to designate the sites for its future improvements and works so far as may now be necessary
for the purpose of enabling the said Railroad Company to locate their road and construct their
works with reference thereto, and so as not to interfere with the same; And whereas, ttds Comp
ny though not intending immediately to proceed with the consbruci its works beyond Guo-

berland, are yet disposed to gratify the wishes of the Railroad Company in this behalf, therefore,
Resolve@® That the Chief Engineer of this Company be directed without delay, to locatesand de
ignate the sites for the future exgam of the works of this Company up Wills Creek so far as
may now be necessary in the premises; and up the North Branch of the Potomac River as far as
the Mouth of Savage RivérResolve@ That this Company does not object to the Baltimore and
Ohio RailroadCompany proceeding at once if they see fit, to the location and construction of
their road at such places and upon such plans as in the opinion of the Chief Engineer of this
Company cannot interfere with the future improvements of this Company, or witdoriséc-

tion of Railways to connect the Coal fields therewith, and with the Canal Basin at CumbB®rland.

When theCumberland Civilianof October 11, 1850, reported the exciting detail of the formal
opening ceremonies for the canal, it also reported lteatdilroad company had settled its final
controversy relative to the route its road would take to the Qthie.railroad company hag-a
parently settled the final controversy fithe adoption of the Grave Creek roat&ccording to

the Civilian the railroa company waginow preparing to push the work forwaxi’ Also g-
pearing in theCumberland Civiliarof October 11, 1850 was the following article from Be-
timore Patriotwhich described the railroésl elaboraté&iCumberland Viaduétover Wills Creek
and he route the railroad would take to Wheeling:

The first work of importance upon the line is the Cumberland Viadin.grade at this point is
considerably above the grade of the street across which the track is tdtpadsct, coupled

with a desired uniformly [sic] manifested by the Engineer Direction of the Company, tolembe
lish as well as subserve the more substantial interests of the contiguous country whereaser the p
cuniary interests of the Company are not to be comprohises substituted for plain bridge,

of unimposing dimensions, over Wills Creek (a tributary of the Potomac from the North)this s
perb viaduct.

20 |bid., H, pp. 248244. In 1851 the canal company required the Baltimore and Ohio to sign an agreemment pro

i sing Ato paebeamdssed byotier railroads $esking to reach the canal basin, when so requested by the
canal dir ect oThe Groat N&toral PBogeppd2d5. | i n

%1 Cumberland Civilian October 11, 1850.
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The viaduct starts from about where the tracks meet the building lines, and spanning the
intermediate streets, Church and Mecharicitgito the west end upon the base of Academy Hill.
The entire length of the structure is 959 eétst 315 upon a gentle curve, and the remaining
644 a tangenihis length is disturbed between 14 arches, 13 piers and 2 abutments. . . .

The stone matefiiaised in the structure, is a ligbtlored, closgyrained sandstonepeo
tained from boulders along the mountainside, eight miles above Cumberland onGh&déat.

The brick is principally from kilns in the vicinity, the ring courses coming from the @uaniid
brick-yards. . . . The engineer officer particularly in charge is Mr. Walter Smith, resident eng
neer.

Crossing Wills Creek by this Viaduct, the roadritersected by the track of the Maryland
Mining Company, on its way to the Canal Badihis passed, Academy Hill, proper is penetrated
by a through cut, in places of 45 feet cuttiinence taking a southwesterly course, the road
strikes the North Brar; within 1 mile from Cumberland, and passing through broken ground on
the spurs of Wills Mountain, by heavy sidettings in rock, comes upon a fine tract, called from
its length, the Four Mile Bottom, beyond the little village of Cresaptown.

Passing thragh the Four Mile Bottom the road next strikes heavy ground at the foot of
Fort Hill (a single mountain formation independent of the 2 parallel ridges, Wills Mountain and
Dans Mountain) and after hugging the hill side for some distance, shoots outthémaiarupt
curve through rockutting into another fine bottom tract, the Black Oak Bottom. . . .Passing this
bottom, the road is cut alongside of a bluff known by the local names of Cedar Point amd Chi
ney Hole Rock. . From Chimney Hole Rock, the roadosses to an island in the Potomac, and
continuing up this island about an eighth of a mile, again takes the Maryland shore, diverting the
river into the right hand channel by a heavy embanknidr@nce through some two miles oftho
tom and a few hundredét of heavy cutting, the road again strikes the river about tvoemty
miles from Cumberland; and here passes into Virgini&?. .

Two weeks later th€umberland Civiliarreported on the various new structures that were under
construction in Cumberland@he railroads viaduct was said to lieapidly approaching its co-
pletion 5”3

Many of Cumberlan@ residents realized that the removal of the Baltimore and Ohio terminus
from the town would result in a decrease in prospe@ihers, however, felt that Curarland

would suffer very little because of the removEhe editor of theCumberland Civiliarfelt that

the extension of the railroad would actually bring new trade to CumbeamdNovember 8,

1850, he wrotefiThe trade of Northwestern Virginia will . be opened to us by the extension of

the Railroad, and, whatever some may think, will go very far towards compensating us for the
removal of the terminus of the Road from our court}.

By late 1851 Baltimore and Ohio passenger cars \enening to Oalkdnd, 53 miles west of
Cumberland Its track had been completéitb the 68' section, or about 13 milégpast O&-
land?®®* On January 10, 1853, the railroad finally reached Wheéfthg.

262 pid.

283 |pid., October 25, 1850.

284 |pid., Novembe 8, 1850.

%5 Cumberl and MjNovembsrd4, 185lur n a |
26 | owdermilk, History of Cumberlandp. 376.
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Although the removal of the Baltimore and Qisiderminus from Cumberlaraid much to end

the boom period of 1842852, the removal was not the sole cause of the commercial decline.
The citizens of Cumberland had always hoped that the canal would be the mainstay of-Cumbe
land® commercial prosperityBecause of this hope theizégns of Cumberland had vigorously
supported the proposed canal throughout all of its problems in thés1&3® 1848. Upon the
completion of the canal in 1850, the town was full of high hopes for the ddresle high hopes
were in part responsible ftine continuation of the boom period that had been begun in 1842.

Two weeks after the opening of the canal, @@mberland Civilianannounced thafithe fine
showers that had falleriduring the latter part of last weekad firaised the Potomac so as to
afford abundant water for Canal navigatibAs a result, there wakonsiderable life and activ
ty . . . around the canal basin and wharv&nats werdibeginning to arrive and depart in such
numbers as to show that a regular businkas beerficommencead?®’

Soon after the formal opening of the canal there was a drastic reduction in the price of coal
throughout Western Marylané.ccording to theHagerstown Herald of Freedgmafter the ope-

ing of the canal at Cumberland, man {Persons purchased coal sttivésenintention of using
ACumberland Coal . . . instead of word: According to theHagerstown Newshe price of coal

at WiIIiang;sport dropped from 16 to 10 cents per bushel soon after the canal was operad at Cu
berland:

At about the time the canal wapened at Cumberland, there was also considerable excitement
over the new construction taking place in the toimnaddition to the just completed canal, the
Baltimore and Ohi Viaduct wasfirapidly approaching its completianThe finew Roman
Catholic Chuchd wasfialso rearing its huge proportions, and the new Eopiscopal Church, with its
Gothic windows, stone buttresses and roivess well under constructidii®

Soon after the opening of the canal at Cumberland, there was also considerable excitement over
the soon to be released census of Allegany CoyNovember 8, 1850, the editor of the
Cumberland Civilianstated that the census, when released, would show the populatior-of All
gany County to be well over 25,000his would represenfian increase of er 10,000 in 10
years, and . .place the county, . . .fourth if not third in the list of Counties of Westeriy-Mar
lando Now that the canal had been completed, the people of Allegany Countyftmkdor an
increase of population and wealth thetould fifar surpass that of the past 10 yeafsccording

to the newspaperthe rich agricultural Countiéof fiBedford, Somerset, Westmoreland, Fayette
and Greene, in Pennsylvardiayould soon becométributarydo to Cumberland by means of a
plank route to West Neton. This road was scheduled for completion on July 1, 18b5add-

tion, the editor felt that the Baltimore and Gsiextension into Northwestern Virginia would
bring new trade that woulidyo far towards compensatimépr the removal of the railrodsl ter-
minus from CumberlandThe most important source insuring the Codsntgontinued growth,
however, was théinexhaustiblé wealth of coal which was just beginning to be develdpéd.

27 Cumberland Civilian October 25, 1850.

%8 Hagerstown Herald of Freedoquoted in theCumberland Civilian October 25, 1850.
29 Hagerstown Newguded in theCumberland Civilian October 25, 1850.

270 Cumberland CivilianOctober 25, 1850.

1 |bid., November 8, 1850.
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Because of the earlier predictions concerning the increase in Allegamyy@opopulation, the
citizens of the county were somewhat surprised when the census was finally releaseden late D
cember 1850The population of the county in 1850 was 22,799, which was somewhat short of
the prediction of 25,000The increase, however,aw still significant.The countgs population

had been only 15,740 in 184%.

On the other hand, the population of the town of Cumberland almost tripled between 1840 and
1850.1n 1840 the towés population had been 2,384 The census of 1850 showed the piap

tion of the town to be 6,108 The Cumberland Civiliancommented that théincreasé in the

town& population hadibeen rapid, but not so much as was expetfElde newspaper felt that

the estimated figures had always bépuat too highg althoughfithe continuation of the Railroad

wesb had no doubfiaken off a large numbewof Cumberlané residentsThe newspaper was

sure that the people taken off be the extension of the railroad westward would return when the
line was completed to Wheelif§:

In the meantime, hopes for the canal were still hiBl.early 1851 two railroad lines ran from

the mining region into Cumberlandccording to Lowdermilks History of Cumberlandthe line

of the Maryland Mining Company had been extended from the Narrows (jogé &&umbe

land) to the canal basin sometime after November 1848or years this was to be the only line
running directly to the canal basiBy January 1851, according to Lowdermilk, the Mouni-Sa

age Iron Companyin conjunction with Messrs. Lynn had congted the Potomac Wharf, for
loading boats with coal, and extended its railroad from the main line at the Narrows [just above
Cumberland] to the river, passing down the west side of the Creek, and through the deep cut of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad the rivers’’’ Boats could be loaded at the river wharf and
passed down through the guard lock into the canal.

On February 27, 1851, the president and board of directors of the canal company made a report
to the stockholders on the completion of the cam&umberlandThe report held high hopes for
the canal due to the anticipated high volume of coal to be carried in the Awtaoeding to the
report, thefrailroads connecting the mines with the Basin of the Canal at Cumb&Haddal-
ready been constcted at a considerable casthese railroads were capablefbfinging down
about a milliom tons per yearThe ficapacity of these connectiansould fibe increased to any
desirable extert. The onlyfipresent subject of regtevas thefiwant of a due sypy of Cars for

the connecting railroads, and of Boats for the caffdlese deficiencies would no doubt soon be
remediedA finumber of Boatshad been constructed during the winter, &atithe Boat Yards
werefbusily engaged in increasing the suppespite the shortage of cars and boats, the canal
was already setting a good recavbre coal hadistarted down the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
on the first day of the openingthan had been transported on the Lehigh during the first year of

272 |pid., January 3, 1851. See also Lowdermifistory of Cumberland p. 371. I ncl udad in
tion of 1850 were 754 slasg.
273 | owdermilk, History of Cumberlandp. 349.
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Lowdermilk, History of Cumberlandp. 371.

27> Cumberland CivilianJanuary 3, 1851.

7% | owdermik, History of Cumberlandp. 361.

2’7 |bid., p. 371. John Galloway Lynn I|. was the original owner of the Lynn Wharf. See Theistmy of Alke-
gany Countyp. 784.
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operation in 8202’ On the day of the formal opening (October 10, 1850) 481 tons had been
sent down the candietween October 10 and December 31, 7171 tons were sent down the canal.
This latter figure was more than was shipped the Schuylkill navigation in 1825, thiest year

of its operatiord Sincefithe opening of navigation to Cumberla@ritie Board hadiappointed a
Collector of toll® at Cumberland, andlLock-keepers on the new portion of the Canal above
Dam No. 60 The Board had alséreorganized the Superintesritie® laid off the entire line

into six divisions, and appointed an efficient and suitable person to take charge of eachdlivision.
Thefinew organizatiodhad been put into effect on January 1, 1891 Board had alsGado-

ed a new system of Rules anddrlations in relation to the navigation of the Canal and to guard
against frauds upon the revermAt Cumberland, Reuben Worthington had been appointed the
first Collector of Tolls and A. J. Wilkins had been appointed keeper of Guard L'Gek 8.

The canakeopened in March 1851 after being closed for the wiitee.Cumberland Civilian
reported on May 23, that since the formal opening at Cumberland (October 10, 1850), 24,779.15
tons of coal had been shipped on the c&flallso in May 1851, considerable et@nent was
created in Cumberland by the news that the steamebdatvVirginia had passed down the- c

nal from Cumberland to Alexandrierom Alexandria the steamer had gone via the Chesapeake
and Delaware Canal, and the Delaware and Ruritan Canal to MekvCity still loaded with

coal from the Frostburg mineBor many months afterwards there was lively discussion of the
possibilities of steam boats on the c&ffal.

In July 1851, the president and directors of the canal company, along withidigtargushed
gentlemen paid a visit to the Cumberland ar@éde chief object of their visit was to explore the
possibility of installing pumping stations at various points between Dams 6 and 8 in order to
provide for a more adequate supply of water during thesdagonAfter being notified of the
proposed visit, Mayor Daniel Saylor and the Common Council of Cumberland madeearrang
ments to make the visitofthe guests of the Common Council during their stay in Cumbedand.

A committeeficonsisting of S. A. Vroonmg on the part of the Council, and William Price and F.

B. Tower, on the part of the citizedsyas appointed to meet the guést a point on the Canal
below Cumberland, escort them to the city, and give them a public recéftienfollowing de-
scriptionof the visit appeared in tt@umberland Civiliarof July 4:

In order to carry out the views of the Committee, our peapicited citizen, W. R. L. Ward, Esq.,
promptly tendered . . . the use of one of his handsome Canal Boats . . . and, before tie hour
starting gave notice of the occasion by running up flags from various points at his extensive Boat
Yard, and firing repeated discharges of cannon.

At about 3 @lock in the evening, the Committee, attended by the MecliaBiess
Band, and accompanied la large number of citizens under the direction of James M. Schley,

2 The report admitted that when the Lehtatvelyneveinthe i nto o
United States.

2% Report to the Stockholders on the Completion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to Cunfbestienitk,

Maryland: D. Schley and T. Haller, Printers, 1851), g,840. A. J. Wilkins was appointed keeper of Guard Lock

8 on November 26, 1850. A short time | ater Wilrkins cart
formance of his duties. o The Board therefore appointec
Smith was removed, however, on August 1851 because of inefficiency and replaced by Joseph M. Stramg. Pr

ceedings of the President and Board of Directors, H, pp. 391, 466 & 470.

280 cumberland CivilianMarch 21 and May 23, 1851.

L |bid., June 13 & 27, 1851.
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Esq., Marshall of the day proceeded down the Canal a distance of some 3 miles and there awaited
the approach of the distinguished party.

In a short time the littl&Flying Clouddwas seero approach, and the Band struck up an
enlivening airAs soon as she came along side of the escort, the distinguished visitors vtere invi
ed on board to partake of refreshments . . . The two boats then proceeded to Cumberland in reg
lar order, and arrivedt Mr. Wards wharf amid the firing of cannon . . . At the moment of heac
ing the wharf, as if the give the Directors of the Canal an earnest of what was going ondn this r
gion, a splendid Canal Boat, at a signal from Mr. Ward, glided from the stocksanuhto-
duced in fine style to its native element.

As soon as the visitors were disembarked, the company assembled in the spacious ware
house near the wharf, and here the ceremony of reception took place.

The first speaker was F. B. Tower, who welcorttegl Board on behalf of the Common Council
and the citizens of Cumberlanféifter making some very commentary remarks regarding Chief
Engineer C. B. Fisk (who had Accompanied the Board), Tower expressed regret that the Gove
nor of the state had been unaldertake the whole trip®? At the conclusion of Toweés address,
canal president, Samuel Spridd’ delivered an address of thanks to the toie, like Tower,

had hoped that the Governor could have been predenalso hoped that Baltimore and Ohio
RailroadPresident, Thomas Swann, could have accompanied the Bbatel particularly would
have liked for Swann to have been present so that he could have shown him that tliae was
Principle of antagonism between the two great works.the end of the receptiorthe Board
and other distinguished guests proceeded to the mines of the Maryland Mining Cdilnpany
way of the depot and the Maryland Mining Comp@nlyacksd Later they also visited the mines
of the Frostburg Coal Company, and the Borden Coal Compéey. then returned to Cumbe
land where they spent some time at the Barnum Hotel before returning to theirffomes.

In mid-1851 the residents of Cumberland still had high hopes for the canal due to the anticipated
high volume of coal the canal was expeciedadrry. The expectations concerning coal were so
great that the owners of ti@mberland Civiliarchanged the name of this weekly newspaper to
the Cumberland Mine@Journal The newspaper now carried the mofidhis is essentially the

age of Commerce drof Steard the foundations of which are our Coal Mirgé&

By mid-1852, however, the high hopes for the early success of the canal had been shiatered.
flood which shattered the high hopes of Cumbedamdsidents in 1852 had also shattered the
canal.On April 23, 1852, th&€umberland Miner@Journal carried the following bold headings:
fiHeavy Rains; Rise in the Watérdnjury to the Canal, Railroad, efc.Telegraph Dowé
Travel SuspendédNo Mails0 Beneath the headlines, the newspaper gave the follovang a
count of the worst flood in the Potomac Valley since 1816:

On Saturday afternoon, last there was every appearance of a thunderstorm . . . The sterm howe
er, passed with a moderate shower of r¥et it seemed to have the effect of opening the-wi
dows ofthe heavens for during the evening a steady rain set in that continued during that night,

%2 The Governor apparently had weded some distance with the Board, but had to return home becausk-of sic
ness.

283 Sprigg was a former Governor of Maryland.

24 gwann was also detained by illness.

285 Cumberland CivilianJuly 4, 1851.

% Cumber | and MjAogest29061851.0ur n al
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all of Sunday, throughout Sunday night, the greater portion of Monday, Monday night, and with
slight intermission during Tuesday and part of Tuesday nigktas na until Sunday morning
that any apprehension of damage from the rise of the water was entertained by the citizens. . .
Towards evening, however, it became evident that Wills Creek was about to make a breach over
the wall between the large warehouses of dvlesHenry and Norman Bruce and those belonging
to the Cumberland Bank of Allegany, immediately below the Town Brilgene time it would
have been very eadyin fact it would not have cost more than a few doflars have prevented
the breachThe Superitendent of this division of the Canal was informed of the fact and urged to
take the proper stepble was, however, sick and nothing was doftee Collector of Tolls was
called on for the same purpose, but we understand, did not consider himself autbquipeged
in the matter. . . During the night they [the waters] broke over the very defective wall on the
Creek, and sweeping around the corner of tHs¢oB/ Bank warehouses, undermined the upper
one, causing it to fall with a cradBoth of these warejuses were new and occupied. . .

The water from the Creek having thus found an outlet, passed in to the Canal basin at the
Locks, flooding Ward@ Boat Yard and Wharves, but carrying off none of the timber or boats that
lay in its way. . .

In the meantimahe Potomac rose to a height it has not reached since the memorable
flood of 1816. . .

According to the newspaper account, fln@fortunaté canal had beefialmost torn to pieces.
Damage was patrticularly great on the line between the Point of Rockéaapers FerryDam 6

was also said to havisustained great damagéhe destruction upon the canal was bound to
have a harmful effect upon the coal tratlee newspaper concludefi:. .it is a very great rat

fortune that, just when the season for the t@ale is opening, with prospects such as the region
never before presented, an event should happen which may postpone indefinitely the hopes of
our peopled?®’

The following week, th&Cumberland MinergJournal reported that Chief Engineer C. B. Fisk
had stimated the damage to the canal to be $80A86fbrding to the newspaper, Fisk estimated
that it would require from 2 to 3 months to repair the cahia¢ newspaper expressed the hope
that the state legislature would again come to the aid of the taalab called upon the Board to
act promptly to dispel the general public feeling that the Board was ineffé&tive.

According to Sanderliis history of the canal, the cost of repairing the canal after the flood of
1852 fiamounted to $100,00®The flood notonly caused a large debt, it also caused a loss of
revenues during the threeonth period in which navigation was suspended because ofrtire da
ages.More importantly, however, the flood of 1852 caused many people tddosédence in

the stability and nebility © of the canafias a means of transportatiéfi’

On July 16, 1852, th€umberland Miner@Journal announced that the water had been let into
the entire length of the canal and boats were expected to begin leaving Cumberland by the fo
lowing week.The newspaper praised Chief Engineer Fisk for his efforts in repairing the canal in
as short atime as possiﬁi%

#7 Cumber |l and Mi,Agi28,d852.o0ur nal

28 |pid., April 30, 1852.

29 TwentySeventh Annual Repaft855), C & O Co., p. 12, quoted in Sanderliine Great National Projecip.
208.

2 Cumberl and MiJnyelf 482. Jour nal
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Although the canal was repaired, the hopes of the people of Cumberland remain€ddaar.

nal had a rather troublesome history throughouteéh@inder of the 18%8. Soon after the flood

of 1852, the direction of the canal company was upset by political interfef@aganing in

June 1852 and continuing throughout the I8%hd into the early 1868 the canal company
was used as a part ofetlstatés political spoils systenThere were frequent reorganizations and
changes in personndh addition, after 1852, there were repeated dry spells and several more
floods.According to Sanderlis history of the canal, after 18510 year passed [ithe 185@s]
without some [natural] interference with navigatish':

Criticism of the can& performance had become widespread by 185Gumberland, th€um-
berland Miner§Journalpublished its first major critique of the canal on July 8, 18%®@ edior

said that he hadconfidently expected the Canal to perform a more important part in the coal
tradeo He hadfifelt sure it would [be] the leading and most reliable avenue to market the mineral
wealth of this regiom. Thus far, however, he hdiheen sadl disappointead Instead offia un-

form and steadily increasing business, the Canal Coalditatkfibeen constantly intermittent

and uncertaim. Insteadfiof keeping even paoavith the trade carried by the railrodi, not su-
passing it) the canal hadinot only lagged behind,but wasfirapidly being lost in the distance.

As of June 25, 1853 the railroad had carried 129,807 tons of coal for the year, while the canal
had carried only 75,362 tonBhe reason for the cam@alpoor record was due to the mdimyter-
ruption® to navigation during the yeafrom fithe commencement of the season [canal season]
to the 7" of July, the navigation on the cadéladfbeen interrupted for fortjwo daysb A com-

pany asfimpoverished as the canal company could rifford to sustain a loss of so large an
amount of trad@.The editor believed that much of the blame for the poor record of the canal had
to be placed on the State Board of Public Woiltes agency, in the opinion of the editop-a
pointed fidirector® who werefincompetent to exercise an active and vigilant control over the
affairs of the Canad?®

On July 15, 1853 th€umberland Miner@Journalannounced that aftéa suspension of 10 days
caused by leaks at Dam No. 4 andrgvigation had been resumed on theal. The newspaper

said: fiThis is all well enough; but are the repairs at the Dams . . . such as will stand the test of
future freshets . .&?The editor was of the opinion that the repairs winaly of a temporary
characteq and werdiiable to be desbyed by the first fresh&t.The editor urged the president

and board of directors not to be satisfied with simfserable tinkering?®®

By July 22, 1853 the canal had again been closed because of leaks at Dams Whed the
Cumberland Mine@Journal announced this suspension of activities, it ask¥dhat is to be

done to save the canal from becoming entirely worthless and good for notAimy®lic med-

ing was to be held in Cumberland the following week to discuss that very qué@steomeeting

was held, and adopted a series of resolutions concerning the management of the caeal and d
ploring its condition.The resolutions were ordered to be printed in the various newspapers wit

in the staté>*

291 ganderlin,The Great Ndbnal Project pp. 208 210.

2% Cumberl and MjJuy8ri858. Jour nal

293 |pid., July 15, 1853.

294 |bid., July 22, 1853. Contracts were eventually let in 1856 and 1857 for the construction of new dams at Dams 4
and 5. See Sanderlifthe Great National Riject p. 210. Dam 4 was completed in the spring of 1861. Work on
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During the remainder of the 18&0the management of tloanal was openly criticized in the
Cumberland pressSince the management of the canal had become part of the spoils system,
much of the criticism was probably dependent on the political leanings of the various newspaper
editors.Thus it is difficult to pdge the correctness of press criticism of the canal.

On May 24, 1855 Aza Beall, editor of timberland Telegraph and Maryland Mining Regi

ter, an American Party paper, denounced the practice of using the canal for political patronage.
He said that theanal hadibeen woefully mismanagedand wouldficontinue to be so managed

as longs as dtwasfimade the means of rewarding broken down political hacks for servites re
dered to partyrBeall claimed that he woulidtejoice when every politician shall be ked out of

office on the line®®®

Beall continued to criticize the use of the spoils system in the management of thé\ftanal.
reorganization of the Board in June 1856, he predicted that at the@o@xt meeting there
would befia general decapitath of headsd The fisuperintendents, toll collectors, and other-e
ployee® would fibe forced to walk the fatal plamkA week later he reported that the Board had
met and thafia clean sweep of all subordinaiegould soon take plac&.he fiaxed wasfito fall
upon the necks of the victims and the heads sent rolling in the® dhstte were approximately
fi300 applicants for the dozen places to be made vacant by the wholesale decafifation.

In the meantime the town of Cumberland continued to grow, but at a sfmwehr pace than it
had between 1842 and 18%2 the summer of 1853 the town suffered through a cholerarapide
ic. On September 30, 1853 tlkimberland Miner@Journal reported that the worst of theiep
demic had about past’

During the mid1850% some pixsical changes probably occurred around the basin areanin Cu
berland.In 1856 the canal company authorized the Cumberland Coal and Iron Company to co
struct a connection between the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the Baltimore andlOhio Rai
road.The Cumbednd Coal and Iron Company was given specific instructions nigglstruct

the free passage of canal boats up to, and through the Eastern arm of the basin extending to
Shrivers Milld It is not known at this time exactly when this connection was compi&tadso

in 1856, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company obtained permission from the canat comp

ny fito erect a water station adjoining the property of the Cumberland Coal and Iron Company
near Cumberland,and to draw the necessary watom the canal k&in.0 The canal company,

Dam 5 was interrupted by the Civil War . See Edwin C. E
West Virginia History XXIX (April 1968), p. 167.

29 Cumberland Telegraph and Maayld Mining RegisterMay 24, 1855.

29 |pid., June 19 & 26, 1856. A statement made by Beall in the June 26 article may indicate that he was not as

much concerned about the use of the spoils sy®tem as h
ti ons. He sai d: AOut of the 300 wh eAmbriaaniem, jusalP avitllked as s i c
rewarded. 6 Since Beall was supposedly concerned about

of partisan politics &ére raises some doubt about the impartiality of his criticism of the spoils system.

¥ Cumber |l and M,jAngast 26&nd Beptembera30, 1853. See also Stegrbisgrany County: A Hi-

tory, pp. 151152.

2% proceedings of the President and Board wé®&ors, |, p. 310. The heirs of David Shriver (who had died in

1852) complained to the canal company that the constru
purposes, and injure the adj oi nihepgopeptytotheeQompanydordbavi d Sh
sin.o
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however, reserved the right to suspend the privilege of drawing water from the basin dwing per
ods of dry weathe?>”

In 1857 a series of four floods struck the caiiese disasters, according to Sandéslhmstory

of the canalfiall but wrecked the company financiafyl hroughfia new devisecalledfitoll cer-
tificatesp the fidirectors were able to raise funds to repair the canal and to continue for a while
the work on the new danisBy the end of 1859, however, the company waste verge of
bankruptcy*®

According to Sanderliis history of the canal, the coming of the Civil War only worsened the
financial and physical condition of the can&his was especially truBduring the first two or

three yearsof the War.Being situagéd on the border between the two opposing forces, the canal
was oftenfloccupied and/or destroyed by the opposing foet&sThe destruction of canal stu

tures was carried out primarily by Confederates who saw the canal as a vital lifeline to the Union
captal. The federal government, on the other hand, caused financial damages by the takeover of
various canal properties and a large number of canal beadsral troops were stationed along

the canal all during the waf?

On June 10, 1861 Cumberland becarmeupied by Union troops under the command of Colonel
Lew Wallace.This occupation occurred only after Confederate troops had taken Harpers Ferry,
Martinsburg, Winchester and Romn&y.

According to Stegmaiés history of Allegany CountyjCumberland was arategic poind espe-
cially during thefiearly months of the confligi.This was true because of the tawhocation on
the Potomac, and because of the important transportation networks converging on & town.

According to Stegmaier, the Union strugglefitoaintaird the Baltimore and Ohio Railroaceh
cameficentered at CumberlandCumberlandibecame the headquarters for both the District of
Cumberland and the Railroad Department of the Department of West Virgsisuch, it le-

came the nerve center for alhilroad defensive operations between Harpers Ferry and
Parkersburgh Confederate forces tried repeatedly to disrupt the railrhat.below Cumberland

at North Branch, Confederate forces destroyed the wooden railroad bridge on May 28he361.
destroyedoridge was replaced by an iron one, but Confederate raiders destroyed it on June 18,
1863.Another replacement was partially destroyed in February i864.

Cumberland remained virtually a Union occupied town from the time of Wéilaeival in
June 1861ntil the end of the walNo major battle, however, was ever fought at Cumberi&hd.

29 pid., I, pp. 311312.

390 sanderlin,The Great National Projecpp. 211212.

301 1pid., p. 212. See also ti@umberland Civilian and Telegraptuly 18, 1861.

392 sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 212. Sealso theCumberland Civilian and Telegrapiune 5, 1862.
303 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 178.

304 Ibid.

395 |bid., pp. 179182.

3% |bid., pp. 180 & 188.
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The town was raided, however, on June 17, 1863 dindireor skirmistd was fought ay Foldls
Mill in August 186437

Cumberland recovered very quickly from the period of@hgl War. In fact, recovery had act

ally begun around mid863 when Confederate harassment of the canal and the railroad was on
the declineSince the economy of Cumberland was dependent on the prosperity of the canal and
railroad, the economy of the tovregan to improve as the trade and financial condition of these
two transportation agencies improved.

Because of the increased prosperity of the canal, the codspdingctors began to repair amak-i

prove the canal immediately after the close of the #PaAt Cumberland, the canal company
moved to improve the basin area and encouraged private individuals to improve wharf facilities
along that section of the canal.

In February of 1867, Lloyd sought permissionitease a strip of land on the berm side & th
canal below the basin at Cumberlanficcording to Lowés request, the land he wished to lease
was locatedibetween the B & O RR and the camnahd wagiAbout 50 feet wide, and from 500

to 700 feet longh Lowe wanted the land in order to buiid wharf br general shipping.He was
willing to pay fian annual rent of $60 with the privilege of paying $1000 principal sum at his
pleasure for a perpetual leas&he Board immediately granted Lowe a lease conforming to the
terms he had specifietl.is not knownat this time when Lowd wharf was completet}®

In late 1867 and early 1868 the canal company moved to acquire certain properties in the basin
area of Cumberland.he intention of the canal company was to acquire property adjacent to the
Shriver Basin sahat the basin could be extended and a large wharf constructedTihe reon-

pany apparently planned to let private individuals erect the Wha®i January 3, 1868 the

nal company acquired through condemnation a parcel of land from Thomas J. andSRobert
McKaig.*'? On January 20, 1868, it acquired through condemnation a second parcel of land in
the basin arealhis parcel was claimed by the McKaigs and the Cumberland Coal and Iron
Company.The jury declared that $1,400 should be awarded to the owsBiece two parties
claimed ownership to the property, however, the case was left pending in court for soft2 time.

A year later, Thomas J. McKaig and his law partner, William Walsh, made a proposal #6 the c
nal companyito build a large and commodious Whartending from Shriveés Mill to Hoye®s

307 |bid., pp. 184186. See also theumberland Civilian and Telegrapfune 18 & 25, 1863.

%% According to Sanderlinds history of the canal, fibusi

steadily until t h e eThe Greaf NatiomakProje@pr2210 See Sanderl i n,

399 |bid., p. 223. One of the major projects resumed dffterwar was the construction of a new Dam 5. Coaostru

tion had previously been suspended because of the war.

310 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, L, p. 7 & 12.

1 fCopy of Agreement with Petitionctodbelef26n,dah&7 0, ox idn

ords, ca. 18281900, C&O Canal Co.

2 ACopy Inquisition C & O Canal vs TohCoommadse niicak aiiogn T$r5u, sOtOe
Legal Records, ca. 1828900, C & O Canal Co.

33 A1 nqud Bhe € & © Banal CompanysvThomas J. McKaig, Robert S. McKaig and the Cumberland Coal

and IronCompanry Condemnati on $1, 400. 0711900, CK ©& g¢anbl CRREhe canaticesnp c a . 18
ny paid the declared sum to the court; thus leaving it to the court to decide the trughipvokthe property.
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Mill 6 to fiaccommodate the coal trad&? The wharf was to be built on land which Walsh had
acquired from Jacob Shriver and from Andrew Stewart in 1868vart in turn had acquired the
property from the Shriver heirShe property was generally known as the Basin Prop&tfihe

Board immediately agreed to the proposal made by Walsh and McKaig and passed the following
preamble and resolutions supporting the proposal:

Whereas it is essential to the interests of this compa have increased facilities at Cumberland
for the shipment of coal to accommodate the present coal trade and to provide for the increase
thereof which is expected upon the completion of the Pittsburg and Connellsville Rail Road.

And Whereas, William Wah and Thomas J. McKaig have proposed to this company to
erect a good and substantial Wharf for the purpose of transshipping coal from Rail Road Cars to
Canal boats parallel with the Old Town road from Shivéill to Hoyeds Mill at Cumberland or
so mut of said distance as may be fully sufficient for that purpose, provided this Company will
excavate the Water Course from the Canal to Stiswdill deep enough for the passage of boats
loaded with coal and wide enough to accommodate the coal tradd ®{lsaif, and procure from
the Baltimore and Ohio Tail Road Company a branch track or tracks to said Wharf as provided
for in the 48 Article of the Deed and Memoranda between this Company and the said Baltimore
and Ohio Rail Road Company dated"dhy of January 1851, and recorded amongst the Land
Records of Allegany County and State of Maryland, and also to procure from the said Baltimore
& Ohio Rail Road Company the designation of a track or tracks from the Mount Savage Rail
Road now called the Cumbenid and Pennsylvania Rail Road, to the said Wharf over which the
coal shall pass to the Canal, Therefore,

Be it Resolved, by the President and the Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Company that the proposition of the said William Walsh and ThomkkHKaig of the city of
Cumberland for the building of said Wharf be and the same is hereby acceded to on the terms and
conditions heretofore stated, and that the President of this company shall proceed at omee to dee
en the said Water Course as far asvehis Mill as hereinbefore stated and that the President of
this company make application to the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Company to designate a
track or tracks on said Rail Road from the Mount Savage Rail Road to said Wharf over which the
coal shallpass to said Wharf, and to locate and designate the point at which said branch track
shall leave the main stem of the said Baltimore & Ohio Rail Road in accordance with"the 48
clause of the Deed and Memoranda between this Company and the Baltimore RaDdtiroad
Company, bearing date on thé"day of January 185%°

Since the canal company had agreed to deepen and widen the Shriver Basin frésnviloye
Shriveis Mill, the Board on February 5, 1869, ordered a survey to be made of the origiedl parc
of basin property conveyed to the canal company by David Shriver on October 24'1835.

On April 12, 1869, the Board passed the following resolution ordering the President to proceed
with the excavation of the Shriver Basin:

Resolved, That the Presidesf this Company proceed at once to excavate and deepen the Water
Course from the Canal below HdgeMill to Shriveis Mill deep enough to accommodate Boats
loaded with Coal to pass over the Chesapeake and OhiodCapah receiving a satisfactorypo

34 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, L, p. 137.

31> Copy of Deeé Andrew Stewart to William Walsh, December 23, 1868, in Legal Records, ca. ISX8 C &
O Canal Co. See also Allegany County Land Records H.R. Néol9159 and H.R. 27, folio 18.

3% proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, L, pji 1837

37 bid., L, p. 143. | was unable to find a copy of this deed which was supposedly dated October 24, 1835.
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ligation from William Walsh and Thomas J. McKaig, that they will proceed to erect and complete

the building of a Wharf in the most approved plan, and proceed with the building of said Wharf
paraposu [sic] with the execution of the excavation and deepening 8asie, as fast as the

same can be done in the progress of the excavation, and that there shall be no unnecessary delay
in the completion of said Wharf, and the Counsel of the Company at Cumberland is hereby d
rected to draw up said agreement, and thafl RSprigg be appointed Agent and Attorney to sign

said contract®

On the same day that the above resolution was adopted, the Board drew up a contract with
McKaig and Walsh for the excavation of the Shriver Basin as well as for the construction of the
newwharf3*°

In the meantime, however, a new Board of Directors was installed in JuneFi8&&bme ra-

son, the new Board questioned the legality of the contract drawn up with McKaig and Walsh on
April 12. On July 9, the Board ordered that the excavation uddsh & McKaig be suspended

until further orders were received from the Boaktlthe same time, the Board ordered that the
contract be submitted to the Attorney General of the State of Maryland for his ofsthion.

The Board received the opinion of thetdkhey General in late Julfthe Attorney generalpa
parently felt that the contract with McKaig and Walsh for the excavation of the basin was not
valid. The Boardficoncurred with the Attorney Generé opinion®** The Board then received

an offer from B. A.Dougherty to excavate the Shriver Basin for $12,3@ter conferring with

the Chief Engineer on the proposal, the Board passed the following resofiR&sulved, that

the President be authorized to contract with B. A. Dougherty for the cleaning th& Ganal

Basin at Cumberland, on the Shriver property so as to give six feet of water in said basin accor
ing to the dimensions thereof in the contract between David Shriver and the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal Co., made in 1835, the said work to be doneruhd Supervision of the Engineer

of the Company for the gross sum of $12,6Mougherty was tdigive bond in the penalty of
$25,000 conditioned for the faithful performance of the contract, with sureties to be approved by
the Presidend. The contract vith Dougherty was approved by the Board on Augusiifiam

Walsh was one of the guarantors of Doughisrtyond.Dougherty had begun excavating the
Shriver Basin by early Septembéf.

Since the canal company had agreed to procure from the Baltimore an&&lhoad Company

the designation of a track or tracks leading from the railroad to the Basin, the Board on January
4, 1870 ordered the President to appoint a committee to confer with the railroad company about
this matte? On February 9, the Board pasisa resolution granting Walsh and McKdibe

right to construct a Rail Road Branch between the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road and the Ches

38 pid., L, p. 152.

%9 A E x h idbCopy of Contracd Thomas J. McKaig, William Walsh, and Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Co.
Filed January 11, 1871060C&0CaraGol Records, ca 1828
320 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, L, pp 1732

%1 The problem apparently involvete right of Walsh and McKaig to excavate the basin, and the decision of the
Attorney General and of the Board did not affect the right of Walsh and McKaig to construct the wharf.

322 proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, L, pj 1787

33 bid., L, p. 267.
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peake and Ohio Canal, between Hyand Shrivas Mills, at such points as may be selected by
the two companie®*

In the meantime, the Cumberland Coal and Iron Company had protested the right of the canal
company to widen the entrance to the Shriver Basteording to the coal company, the canal
company had presuméthat it owned the right of waythrough the coal copanys iComme-

cial Mar® property at the entrance to Shriver Bagihus the canal company hédgreed with

certain other partiés|Walsh and McKaig] to widen the Shriver Badiwithout consulting or
conferring witld the coal company about its propertytta¢ basids entranceThe coal company
argued that the only rights the canal company had in the Commercial Mart were those spelled out
in the agreement of June 1837 between the canal company, Moore N. Falls and Matthew St.
Clair Clark. Through this agreeemt the canal company had been gifisufficien land for the

fiMain Basin immediately alongside the Potomac River, but not to exceed in width 110 feet at
water surfacé& When the coal company protested the canal congpaaution, the canal corap

ny had oldined an injunction prohibiting the coal compdifyom interfering or exercising any

rights of ownership, over its property in prevention of such extermsidre canal company had

also proceededunder its charter to condemtow pieces of property for rig-of-ways leading

from the Shriver Basin to the Main Basi@ne of these parcels (as described eatfieryas
claimed by both the McKaig family and by the Cumberland Coal and Iron Compheycoal
company had immediately obtain@dn injunction restraingo the ficanal company from pr
ceeding with its condemnati@ri?®

Eventually in October 1870 the canal company reached an agreement with the coal company
whereby the latter agreed to give the canal company two fidhtsy through its propertylhe

canal conpany, on the other hand, agreed to rel@aBelaims and pretenses to any right, title or
interesb in the iCommercial Mam property, except for thod@ights and interests given to it by

Falls and Clarke, . . . and the two riglfswayo granted by th coal company?’

The first rightof-way was to run through the coal comp@npropertyfifrom said Main Canal
[Basin], to the lower portion of said Shriver Basin not exceeding 25 feet in width, and at least
400 feet above and nottlof the fiNorthern end of the coal comparég wharf.The rightof-way
wasfito be cut at right angles to the Canal, or Main Ba&h.

The second rightf-way granted by the coal company was to be ofifaene course, and dime

sion® as the first onelt was to be, howeverij1000 feet further abové the coal comparts

wharf. The agreement stated further that the two rigitaay werefito be used and made avai

abled by theficanal company in such manner as to permit the free extension and construction of
the wharf of said Cumberlanc@l and Iron Company over both of said wafs.

%4 Ibid., L, pp. 280281.

3 The jury had awarded $1,400 for the parcel. Since the ownership of the parcel was in dispute, however, settl
:r&em of the case was still pending in the court. (See footnote 58).

ords, ca. 18281900, C & P Canal Co.
%27 Ipid.

28 |pid.

%9 |bid.

ACopy of Agr e enmmkeDefendant fdr dismBsaltof sbitr ol ed Oct ober 26, 1870,
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By the time the agreement between the canal company and the Cumberland Coal anthiron Co
pany was made, the latter company had been purchased by the Consolidation Coal Company of

Maryland.The agreement the@k was signed by the new owner, the Consolidation Coal-Co

pany>°

Before the agreement was reached with the Cumberland Coal and Iron Company, ther-Board o
dered that before Walsh and McKaig could proceed with the construction of their new wharf,
they wouldhave to produce deeds relinquishing any titles they may have held to any property in
the basin areaValsh and McKaig produced such deed on June 20, *£870.

It is not known at this time exactly when Walsh and McKaig completed their wiVarfdo
know, howeer, that the wharf was in full operation by 1872.

In 1874, Walsh and McKaig granted the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad the priVilegerpetir

tyoto run water pipes north of their whal. exchange the Baltimore and Ohio agreeffitbup

the ground o the south side of the tracks leading from the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road to the
Coal Wharb in orderfito accommodate an additional trado the wharf.The Baltimore and

Ohio also agreedito fill up and grade parallel with its own righf-way on the &ands od Walsh

and McKaigfa sufficient bed or way for two additional traak§.he two additional parallel
tracks were to béso graded that the descemould fibe towards the whadf.The slag and ba

last 1;23( the new tracks were to come from the Baltimaord Ohi@s Rolling Mill at Cumbe-

land:

While the canal at Cumberland was being improved and expanded during the laie dr&60
early 187@s, the town of Cumberland was also prosperous and expaqtiegof the majomi-
dicators of the tow@s prosperity dring this period could be seen in the Baltimore and Ohib Rai
road Compang new Rolling Mill.

With a view toward encouraging industrial development, the town of Cumberland voted in 1867
to give the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 30 acres of land on whienet a rolling mill.The

town and the railroad company both agreed that in the event the mill was ever closed down, the
property would revert to the towiccording to Stegmaié history of Allegany Countyfbe-

tween 700 and 1000 men were employed instroigtion the millo It was completed in 187Mn

1873 the mill employed 750 men and produé2db00 tons of steel raileach monthThe mill

workers received a daily wage of from three to ten dollars, and were considered the highest paid
laborers in Cumbréand3*

h Consolidation

30 |hid. The agreement also sta e
be udwagre-in clea

t
OhioCandh Company One thousand do
ferred to in the agreement.
31 Proceedings of the President and Board of Directors, L. pp. 2872289293 and 319.
332 Forty Seventh Annual Repq(t875),C & O Co., p. 37. According to this report, 3,214 boats were loaded at
Wal shés and McKaigbés Wharf in 1872.
3 AAgreement between William Walsh, Thomas J. 8McKai g
Made March 17, 1874, 0il0MC&@@QandlilCoRecords, ca. 1828

334 stegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 212.

ed that t
Il ars to
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The growth and prosperity of Cumberland during the late &860d throughout most of the
1870 was in large part due to the continuing development of railroads within th®ardane
26, 1871, the Baltimore and Ohio completed its northwestchréo PittsburghThis line was
called the Pittsburgh and Connellsville Railrd&tSoon after this line was completed, thd-Ba
timore and Ohio opened its new Queen City Hotel in Cumberland in*$%872.

In 1876, the Baltimore and Ohio gained control of thengdtidation Coal Company, which
owned the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railrdae. Cumberland and Pennsylvania was the

only through line connecting the coal region with the canal basin at Cumbdraedponse to

the Baltimore and Ohis takeover of th€umberland and Pennsylvania, the canal company tried

to encourage the development of at least four independent lines to make connection between the
coal region and the basit,

In the late 1878 the American and Maryland Coal companies, with encouradeinoem the

canal company began construction of the Cumberland and Ge&geek RailroadThis ral-

road was halted at the Narrows, however, because the Baltimore and Ohio would no let it cross
the Baltimore and Ohs tracks to reach the canal ba&fh.

In 1870 Cumberland had a population of 8,056e population of Allegany County increased
from 28,348 in 1860 to 38,536 in 187he population of the western end of the county nad i
creased to such an extent that in 1872 Garrett County was f&fned.

A publication by the Cumberland Board of Trade gave the following interesting information
about Cumberland in 1875:

The population of Cumberland according to the census of 1870 was 8,056; in 1873, A§,300.
the city had grown rapidly since that time it is prolyasafe to estimate its present population at
about 13,000.

It is an incorporated city, governed by a Mayor and Board of Councilmen; with arregula
ly organized police forceThe city is lighted by gas and supplied with water from the Potomac
River, by theiHolly system of fire protection and water supply.

It has three banking institutions, two National and one Savings Béwekcity supports
two daily and two weekly papers, published here.

Situated at an elevation of from six to seven hundred feet alolevkevel, the city is free
from miasma, and its climate healthy and pleasant.

There are sixteen Churches, viz: One English Lutheran, two German Lutheran, three
churches and one chapel belonging to the Methodist denomination, and one chapel belonging to

3% Thomas History of Allegany Countyp. 269. According to Thomas, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad divided
into two branches at Cumberland. The main branch was extended west to gFairmont, Wheeling and event
ally to Columbus and Chicago. The northwest branch, which was constructed as the Pittsburgh and Connellsville
3Fgglilroad, extended from Cumberland to Pittsburgh and eventually to Akron, Cleveland and Chicago.

Ibid.
337 sandelin, The Great National Projecp. 244.
338 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 205. See also Thomadistory of Allegany Counfyp. 270 and Sah
erlin, The Great National Projecpp. 244245, 247, 25B8254.
339 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 203. For population of Cumberland in 1870 see C. J. Orrick, comp.
The mineral resources and manufacturing facilities of the city of Cumberland(@ddaberland: Cumberland
Board of Trade, 1875), p. 6.
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the colored conference of the same denomination, one Baptist, (white) and one ditto (colored)
congregation, two Catholic churches, one Presbyterian, one Protestant Episcopal, and one Ge
man Reformed church, and one Jewish Synagogue . . . .

Good educationalatilities are provided by the public school system of the Stape, su
plemented by the County Academy, (endowed), Carmelite College, St. Edwaatemy, co-
ducted by the Sisters of Mercy, of the Roman Catholic church; a parochial school connected with
the German Catholic church of St. Peter and &aadnd several excellent private schools both
male and female.

Hotel accommodations are furnished by the large and elegant Queen City Hotel, owned
and controlled by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company; gildrbe other first class hotels,
and several other small hotels and eating houses.

The manufacturing interests of the city and vicinity are represented by the steel Rail Mills
and Merchant Bar Mills of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad; the Bowery BlastaEarof the
Cumberland Coal and Iron Company; the works of the Union Mining and Manufacturing Co
pany; two Iron Foundries and Machine shops; the Mills of the Cumberland Cast Steel Works; the
Cumberland Cotton Factory; Cement Mills; three large Steam Tiasr{@r the city) and two bt
ers in the vicinity; the Firebrick Works (mentioned elsewhere); the Cat and Locomotive works,
and Machine shops of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad Company (located at Mt. Sa
age, on the line of the road west of thg/)ciand several large Flour Mills; the Steam Furniture
Works of K. H. Butler (the largest furniture works in the State), and numerous other smaller
manufacturing, planing and saw mills, sash and door factories, eté? etc.

In spite of the overall prospéyiand industrial development of Cumberland during the @370
many of the towés citizens continued to look upon the canal as the cornerstone of th& town
economy.Walter Sanderlin has called the period from I88B9fiThe Golden Age of the &
nald The @anal company was particularly stable and prosperous during most of thés.1870
was due to the general prosperity and stability of the canal company during tide th&7 Gnany
Cumberland residents continued to regard the canal as the cornerston¢oefriseeconomy.
The Cumberland Timepresented the following argument in 1873:

Canal shipments are what our people here are interestédniatters but little to them how many
hoppers go daily rolling by on the railroad; they derive no benefit therefsohwith canal sip-
ments the case is differeivery additional ton of coal shipped by this route adds its proportion
to the prosperity of the citjany of the boatmen live here; boats are built in our yards; feed and
forage for stock are sold by ouealers, and our grocers derive a busy trade in canal supplies
when the season is godd.

340 Orrick, The mineral resources and manufacturingilities of the city of Cumberlangp. 6 7. The periodm-

mediately after the Civil War (186%877) was known as the Period of Political Reconstruction. Maryland (as a
loyal Union state) remained pretty much unaffected by political reconstruction ustilthé& passage of thef+i

teenth Amendment in 1870. The Fifteenth Amendment had its greatest influence in the eastern sections of the state
(and in Baltimore City) where the black population was sizeable and therefore of substantial political significance.

is interesting to note, however, that the first black person to run for elective office in the state was a resident of
Cumberland, named James H. Montgomery. In 1874, he ran unsuccessfully for the United Stats Congress from the
Sixth Congressional Distt. See Margaret L. Callcoffhe Negro in Maryland Politics, 1870912 (Baltimore: The

John Hopkins Press, 1969), pjp5358, 152.

31 Cumberland TimgsMay 24, 1873, quoted in Harlan D. Unrau, unpublishé&S, The Chesapeake and Ohio

Canal NHP: ChapteXIVd The Economic Impact of the C & O Canal on the Potomac Valley,i1828 (Denver

1976), p. 220.
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The Cumberland Alleganian and Timesinted a similar argument in 187¥he newspaper was
convinced that the town could not rely on the railroad for its continueggnibs The canal was
the key to the towd good economic health.said:

The canal is the only present surety for Allegangrosperity, and when its stability is enda

gered every citizen of the county has a bounden duty in its prote€ionberland igprobably

more deeply interested in its success than any other section of the county, because she has more
property dependent on it outside of the coal companies; but all of Allegany is deeply concerned . .

There are Eastern interests which demand Cudamwet coal for its qualities; and these
demands are sufficient to keep the railroad biigyere are other interests which prefer our coal,
while it can compete with other regions; but when the price is higher they will take theTbiker.
latter class isvhat we would lose if the canal should be closed, while the Baltimore company
would charge its own price on the form&he canal is now in efficient working order throughout,
and the tolls are lower than they have ever beeThe canal terminates hem@nd its trade ik
cal. Destroy its local traffic and it perishéhe Baltimore road is almost national, and our trade is

not essential to its succe#tscan hedge us about.can forgo profits on coal until it crushes us . .
342

A week later, theAlleganian and Timeslaborated further on the significance of the canal to
Cumberland@ economy:

The principal income of this section is from our coal traifeen shipments are large, our bus
ness men feel good results; when they are small, our tradeststkxg.The coal shipped through
Cumberland is beneficial to this region only to the extent of the cost of production, which benefits
Cumberland secondarilit. is the amount shipped by canal that results immediately to our benefit

. . .Hypothetically, wewill assume there are 30 boats leaving this port daily, carrying 115 tons
each, at 80 cents per ton, making 180 boats per week, which would be a gross receipt of $20,700
per week, employing about 600 men and an equal number of mtilesast twethirds d this
money is disbursed in Cumberland, giving over $16,000 per week, or $70,000 per Asiheh.

from this, there are over 200 men employed here oodhal in various kinds of wodkloading

coal, repairing boats, cleaning basin, etc., which increasesetieipts by not less than $10,000
per monthThus. . . it is reasonable to conclude that the people of Cumberland receive from this
source not less than $80,000 per mo@@m we afford to lose this tradé?

The Alleganian and Timesontinued to arguehit Cumberlan@ continued prosperity wased
pendent on the cand&n May 14, 1877 it said:

We have hundred in Cumberland dependent on coal shipments by canal where Baltimore has 10
by rail. Five hundred canal captains have their all invested in theis baatl 2,000 men arelsu

ject to the captain®©ur boat builders have tens of thousands dependent upon the employment of
these menOur businessmen derive ehalf their profits from the proceeds of the canal, and our
landlords would get nothing for theipbses if we lose our canal traddwe miner would decrease

342 CumberlandAlleganian and TimesApril 30, 1877, quoted in Unrau, unpublishe&®S, The Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal NHP: Chapter XI% The Economic Impact t¢fie C & O Canal on the Potomac Valley, 182824 pp.
2201222.

343 |bid., May 5, 1877, quoted in Unrau, unpublish¢@S, The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal NHP: Chapted XIV
The Economic Impact of the C & O Canal on the Potomac Valley, 1828 pp. 222 223.
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in his product were the canal out of the way; for the Baltimore road would have the monopoly of
the trade, and would desire no more coal produced than its capacity would admit of carrying. . .

To illustrate the unreliability of the railroad, the newspaper went on to remind its readers that the
Baltimore and Ohié Rolling Mill had recently laid off 300 men and 100 bdifs.

According to Sanderliis history of the canal, the canal company remainedparous for most

of the 187@s despite the natiewide depression which had begun in 18Z3nal trade reached a
record peak in 1871t fell off somewhat in 1872 and again in 1873, but recovered in 1874 and
reached a new record peak in 1875.

In the ealy 18703, the port of Cumberland was particularly budgcording to theForty-
Seventh Annual Report to the Stockhold@B¥5) 35,254 coal boats were cleared from the port
of Cumberland between 1870 and 18VHe various coal companies built a total afréew boats

at Cumberland in 1873 1874 a total of 79 new boats were built at Cumberfahd.

In 1875 theForty-Seventh Annual Report to the Stockholdmufined several improvements
planned for the canallwo of the most important improvements plannedthe canal were: to
obtain an independent connection with the coal region; and to acquire private wharfs in order to
control the amount of terminal charg8Both of these planned improvements would eventually
bring about changes at the basin in Cumiperia the late 1878 and during the 18&6.

The president of the canal company stated irFtiney-Seventh Annual Report to the Stockhol
ers(1875) that inficarrying out the general polioyutlined in the list of planned improvements,
the company had mdadyfisecured sufficient wharf facilities at Cumberland, to control the cost
of wharfaged The company had appareniigased the Lynn or Potomac Wharf Property for two
years, with the option of purchasing it at any time within that péribde company &d also
madefian advantageous arrangententth one of the basin wharves, which enableftdt can-

trol all the trade®®® The company had also made a liberal offer to lease or purchase the-remai
ing wharf3*° The report concluded, however, that even withoatdhefremaining whaid the
company was nowin a position to control the wharf chargis’

As indicated in thd-orty-Seventh Annual Report to the Stockhold&B¥5), negations werd-a
ready underway for the purchase of the Walsh and McKaig Wharf at Clamdbdn January
1878 the canal company reached an agreement with Walsh and McKaig for the purchase of the

344 |bid., May 14, 1877, quoted in Unrau, unpublisié®S, The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal NHP: Chapted XIV

The Economic Impact of the C & O Canal on the Potomac Valley,i 1824 pp. 224 225.

345 sanderlinThe Great National Projecpp. 231232.

3% |bid. Seealso Appendix H: Table (I) taken from therty-Seventh Annual Repoft875) C & O Co., p. 37,
showing Number of Boats cleared from Port of Cumberland with Coal for the years783&hd the Number of

Boats loaded at the several Wharves in Cumberlantigigears 1872, 1873 and 1874.

347 Forty-Seventh Annual Repdt875), C & O Co., pp. 1i@.9.

348 |n 1874 there were three coal wharves in CumberlandF6egSeventh Annual Repdt875), C & O Co., p.

37. See also Appendix H. The wharf referred to here wepr obably the Consolidation Co
Sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 233.

39 The wharf referred to here was probably the wharf of Walsh and McKaig, which was eventually purchased by
the canal company in 1878.

30 Forty-Seventh Anual Repor(1875), C & O Co., pp. 41, 41.
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wharf for $100,000The canal company paid Walsh and McKaig $7,000 in cash on April 11.
When the deed for the sale was made on July 1, the canahongmpid Walsh and McKaig an
additional $9,907.76 in casfthis brought the compady total down payment for the wharf
property to $16,907.78? For the balance of the purchase price the company gave twieety
bonds which were secured by a mortgage orcéimal compani property’> Both the mortgage

and the deed were made on July 1 and recorded Julsh&Xotal mortgage on July 1 amounted

to $832é092.24, which included $3,000 accumulated interest from January 1 through July 1,
1878:

The twentynine bond were due to be paid as follows:

No. 1 for $9,993.59 due January 1, 1879
No. 2 for $6,019.98 due April 1, 1879
No. 3 for $1,875.00 due April 1, 1879
No. 4 for $1,875.00 due April 1, 1879
No. 5 for $1,875.00 due July 1, 1879
No. 6 for $1,875.00 due Juy 1, 1879
No. 7 for $1,875.00 due October 1, 1879
No. 8 for $1,875.00 due October 1, 1879
No. 9 for $1,875.00 due January 1, 1880
No. 10 for $1,875.00 due January 1, 1880
No. 11 for $1,875.00 due April 1, 1880
No. 12 for $1,875.00 due April 1, 1880
No. 13 for $1,875.00 due July 1, 1880
No. 14 for $1,875.00 due July 1, 1880
No. 15 for $1,875.00 due October 1, 1880
No. 16 for $1,875.00 due October 1, 1880
No. 17 for $1,875.00 due January 1, 1881
No. 18 for $1,875.00 due January 1, 1881
No. 19 fo $3,750.00 due April 1, 1881
No. 20 for $3,750.00 due July 1, 1881
No. 21 for $3,750.00 due October 1, 1881
No. 22 for $3,750.00 due January 1, 1882
No. 23 for $3,750.00 due April 1, 1882
No. 24 for $3,750.00 due July 1, 1882
No. 25 for $3,750.00 due October 1, 1882
No. 26 for $3,750.00 due January 1, 1883
No. 27 for $3,750.00 due April 1, 1883
No. 28 for $3,750.00 due July 1, 1883

®l fFBasi nd Sttementfto July 1, 1838s howi ng bal ance on purchase to tha

1828190 0, C & O Canal Co. See also AGambrill t7@900Gwn n , S €
C & O Canal Co.
¥ fGambrill to Gwnn, September i1®00,1887&00i @GanalgaCo Re§:

gage made between Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 711600,C and Wa
& O Canal Co.

3 f B a \Mhar® Statementto July 1, 1838s howi ng bal ance on purchase to tha
1828190 0, C & O Canal Co. See also AMortgage made bet we
Mc Kai g, 6 i n Leg &allo00,Roe&0oCardzq . ;¢ HMVInelast8& wife and Thomas J. McKaig

& wife to the C & O Canal Co.,0 in Allegany County Lan
116.
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No. 29 for $2,486.43 due October 1, 188%*

Of the twentynine bonds due to be paid for the wharf, four were toeb@mned by the canal
company.Numbers one and two, totaling $16,013.57, were to be retéitngoay a Judgmeat

due by Walsh and McKaig to one Isaac LoNgmbers twentyeight and twentynine were to be
retained by the canal company until a parcel of l@wtupied by one Jane Mclintyre as tepant

was turned over to the canal comparThese two provisions, agreed to by the canal company,
Walsh and McKaig, on July 18, 1878, would lead the company into a legal controversy ten years
later.

The Walsh and McKaj, or Basin Wharf Property as it was generally called, contained &vo di
tinct parcels of landThe first parcel containeifseven and a half acres, exclusive of that portion
of the Land conveyed to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company by Walsh and McKaig i
Eighteen hundred and seventy¥he second parcel contained ofi{l-8/100) one and eight one
hundredths acres of lart:®

By 1888 the canal company had paid for all of the bonds, except for the four the company had
retained through the agreement with I$¥laand McKaig on July 18, 187Bonds numbered one

and two had been retained to pay for the judgment against Walsh and McKaig due to Isaac Long.
Bonds numbered twengight and twentynine were to be retained until the property occupied

by Jane Mclintyre as delivered to the canal compaiire total amount of the four unpaid bonds

was only $22,256>’

In the meantime, however, the heirs of Thomas McKafywith the cooperation of William
Walsh, had requested the canal company to settle the judgment with_tsag but the canal
company had failed to do sAlthough the canal company had failed to settle with Long, it had
from time to time paid Long interest on the two unpaid bonds duéfim.

In 1885 Walsh and the McKaig heirs filed a it ejectment agast Jane Mcintyré. A ded-
sion in this case was rendered in July 1888. The Circuit Court ordered Jane Mcintyre to either
seek an attornment (agree to accept the canal company as her new landlord) with thenzanal co

¥ AMortgage made between C & O Canal Co. &19@),080d sh and
Canal Co. See also AGambril!]l to Gwnnilos,€CROCanbl€o. 1 9, 18
¥ fAgr e@&Walsh and McKaigand C& O Canal®J ul y 18, 1878, 0 i ril1900e@al Rec
& O Canal Co. S ewe GaMnsng MBEgmhrr i1l9l, 1 8 8171900, Ci&1©® Canala. | Reco
Jane Mclintyre agreed to accept the canal company as her landlord on July 12, 1888 apparently after William Walsh

had taken her to court. The parcel of land on which Mrs. Mcingyret ded was fAknown ars part
ty.0 See AJane Mclntyre to C & O Caniad0, C&OCanal@ol vy 12, 1
¥ AMortgage made between C & O Canal Co. 419, 08Dl sh and
Canal Co.

¥ AAssignmentd Wifl IMoarmi gaglesh & Ot hers to Jamesil®Doan Jun
C & O Canal Co. See also Sanderliilne Great National Projecp. 251.

¥ Thomas J. McKaig had died omnMayeptemB@2. 6Sed 8BWi bl ii
ca. 18281900, C & O Canal Co.

¥ AW. Walsh et. al. vs The ChdeGspaipnei aokne oafn dCoQuhrito, 6Cainna | L e
18281900, C & O Canal Co.
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pany or else vacate the propeffje attonment between Jane Mcintyre and the canal company
was made on July 12, 188%.

Walsh and the McKaig heirs also filed suit against Isaac Ldhg.suit was designed to either
compel Long to enforce his judgment against Walsh and Mclargo waive his lia as to the

other property of McKaig>®* The suit was still pending in 1888.

On August 27, 1887, Walsh and the McKaig heirs filed a bill in the Circuit Court of Allegany
County asking that the mortgage on the Basin Wharf Property be foreclosed and thah as m

the property as necessary be sold to pay for the balance due on the four remainingtmnds.

bill charged that the canal company had refused to settle with Isaac Long when requested to do
so. Although the property occupied by Jane Mcintyre hadyedtbeen delivered to the canal
company, the bill also charged that the canal company had defaulted on the payments for bonds
numbered twentgight and twentnine 3%

Counsel for the canal company argued that Isaac Longwassented to defer the paymewif

the bonds andito receive the intereston them indefinitelyLong thus did nofidemand pg

menb of the bondgiat this time) nor did hefidemand foreclosure of the mortgage securing said
bondsd The complainants therefore had no right to demand faemdwithout the authoria-

tiono of Long, who wadithe equitable ownérof the two bonds (one and twdjounsel for the

canal company also argued that the complainants had no right to demand foreclosure because of
the canal compardy norrpayment of bondsumbered twentgight and twentnine. At the time

of the complainantsbill was filed, Mrs. Mcintyre had not accepted the canal company ds lan

lord, nor had she vacated the disputed propémtjact when the complainaritbill for foreclo-

sure was filed th complainantsejectment suit against Mrs. Mclntyre was still penditg.

Isaac Long, on the other hand, maintained that he had nofibgamty t@ the agreement of July
18, 1878, although he did know (or rather had been informed) that bonds numbeaed dwe

had been retained by the canal company for fAine bonds were not howevéiset apart with

his knowledge and consemt.ong also maintained that he hdmways been ready to receive the
amounts of said judgments due and payable by the defentthiatefendants [the canal coaip
ny].0 Long said that in fact, he hdiepeatedly demanded from them the payment thereof, but
they and each of them failed to pay the sarfi.

The decision delivered by the Circuit Court in October 1888 upheld the petitiba obinplan-
ants and ordered the canal company to pay the full balance of $22,250 plus iftéwestrding

to theSixtyFirst Annual Report to the Stockhold€i889), the canal company requested the aid
of AMr. John Sloan, Jr., of Baltimadeluring fithis crisiso Sloan respondetby purchasing the

360
361

id.
[ ' i son to Gwn,ng iSrepl egrble riR360, € KLBSyial Coa . 1828

362 opy doWiliaB Whl$h and Others vs The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company and Isa@c Long

Fi d August 27, 1887il9W0,C&0Camagy@. Records, ca. 1828

¥ AWI I I i am Wal s @hesapeake anch®hio Canal Col éde@.pi ni on of Court, o in

ca. 18281900, C & O Canal Co.

34 Ibid.

35 |bid. At the same time, however, the Court ordered that an adjustment be made to the interest due on bonds

numbered twenegight and twety-nine since the property occupied by Jane Mcintyre had not been delivered to the

company until July 12, 1888.
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claims made by Walsh and the McKaig heiithus affording the canal compangfurther time
in which to discharge the dedt®

The other important improvement mentioned in Boety-Seventh Annual Report to tistok-
holdersin 1875, had to do with obtaining an independent connection to the coal réigi®mm-
provement, when finally completed, also brought changes to the basin area at Cumberland.

The canal company desired an independent connection to freefritselfdependence on the
Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad, which was owned by the Consolidation Coal Company.
According to Stegmaiés history of Allegany County, in 1876 the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
fithrough stock ownership and interlocking direstops in the Consolidation Coal Company, . . .
assumed a monopoly of the Maryland coal indust?y Therefore dependence on the Cumbe

land and Pennsylvania Railroad also meant dependence on the Baltimore affd Ohio.

In an attempt to end this dependencel@Baltimore and Ohiéand its subsidiariedthe canal
companyfisought to facilitate the construction of no less then four independent railroadc-conne
tions with the canal at Cumberlaffd.One of the roads proposed to be built from Cumberland to
the coal rgion was the one suggested by the Consolidation Coal Colspiavty chief compét

tors, the American and Maryland coal compan#gh encouragement from the canal company
the American and Maryland coal companies received a charter in 1876 to construaintie- C
land and Geords Creek Railroad’® According to Sanderlin, this road was supposed tdialin

the way down the Potomac to the canal basin at Cumbeytahd.

The Cumberland and GeoigeCreek had been completed to the Narrows above Cumberland by
1880, lut could not cross the Baltimore and Glsidracks to reach the basifhus in 1880, the
canal companyinvoked the agreement of 185Which required the Baltimore and Ohio tb a

low any new road to cross its tracks wiisn requested by the canal direci’¥€ The Baltimore

and Ohio did not adhere to the agreement in this case.

In aB880 the canal company also requested the Baltimore and Ohio to adhere to the agreement of
1851 and allow the Pennsylvania Railroad of Maryland to cross its tracks at CumBé&rland.
Again, the Baltimore and Ohio made no immediate move to adhere to the agreement.

366 SixtyFirst Annual Repor{1889), C & O Co., p. 9. The total amount (including interest) ordered to be paid by
the canal company was $25,625.
%7 StegmaierAllegany County: AHistory p. 205. Another source says that t
the Consolidation Coal Companyds road |l eading from t h
ThomasHistory of Allegany County. 269.
38 |bid. See also Sanderlilthe Great National Projecp. 244.
39 sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 244.
30 ThomasAllegany County: AHistory p. 274. The road was also called the
371 ganderlinThe Great Ntonal Project p. 244. Another source saysn-that th
ing to a junction with the Pennsylvania [Railroad] Com
be sent on to the basin at Cumberland over the PennsylRairoad. The latter road was also chartered in 1876.
See Thomadlistory of Allegany Countypp. 274276. Thomas has obviously confused what eventually happened
with what was originally planned. The Cogomktthdwayntda and G
the basin. It was halted at the Narrows because the B & O would not allow it to cross its tracks.
232 SanderlinThe Great National Projecpp. 244 245.

Ibid.
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According to ThomasHistory of Allegany Counfythe Pennsylvania Railroad in Maryland was
chartered in 1876According to its charter, it was to run from Cumberland toRbansylvania

line where it would connect with other branches of the Pennsylvania Railroad Syktsefore,

the primary purpose of this line was not to connect the basin with the coal region, but to provide
another major outlet to the major industrialest Up to this time the Baltimore and Ohio had
been the only such outl&t The town of Cumberland was excited over the idea of another outlet
and responded by granting the Pennsylvania Railroad Company a loan of $&6®@@oposed

route of the road, lveever, had to cross the tracks of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania Railroad,
which was owned by the Consolidation Coal Company, a subsidiary of the Baltimore and Ohio.
Therefore, the Pennsylvania Railroad Company was not able to reach the canal bak&88ntil
When the Pennsylvania Railroad finally reached the canal basin, it made an agreement with the
Cumberland and Geor@eCreek Railroad (which still had not been allowed to cross the Balt
more and Ohié tracks), whereby the latésrcoal was to be takdrom the Narrows to the canal
basin over the Pennsylvania Railrg4d.

A year before the Pennsylvania Railroad reached the basin, however, the canal company had
gained its longawaited independent connection with the coal regldme independent conae

tion was called the Piedmont and Cumberland Railroad, which ran from the West Virginia coal
fields Adown the Potomac valley to the south of the Baltimore and ®@Hios railroad therefore
avoided the problem of having to obtain permission to cross the Badtiand Ohio in order to

reach the basinhe Piedmont and Cumberland simphpproached the basin from the other d
rection and easily gained the consent of the canal board to build its tracks across the waterway to
a connection with the basin wharf.’

By the time the canal company gained its lavgpited independent connection with the ceal r

gion and acquired its own wharf at Cumberland, the prosperity of the canal was on the decline.
The series of troubles which would end the stability and prosperityeo187@ began with a

strike by boatmen in mid8773"” Then on November 24, the worst flood in 150 years struck the
Potomac Valley andleft the canal almost a total wredok® Repairs, however, began immediat

ly. The state came to the aid of the canairaga passing a law in February 1878 which waived
fithe statés prior lien on canal property for repair bonds up to $5000000.

According to Sanderlis history of the canal, thidast decadeof the candk findependent>e
istenc® (the 188@s) was charaetized byfitrade stagnation, financial depression, physica-det

37 ThomasHistory of Allegany Countypp. 275 276.

37> |bid. p. 274. Seelso SanderlinThe Great National Projecp. 253.

376 sanderlin,The Great National Projecpp. 253254. The Piedmont and Cumberland eventually became known
as the West Virginia Central. See Sanderfihe Great National Projectp. 255. The canal compamgceived
$3,661 for condemnation at Cumberland from the West Virginia Central in 188%&i8g&irst Annual Report
(1889), C & O Co., p. 6, and Appendix C: Map of the Property of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company and
that of the Adjacent Owners atuf@berland, Maryland, Surveyed by T. L. Patterson, C.E., 1886

377 sanderlin,The Great National Projectp. 241. Sanderlin says that the natwide depression begun in 1873
finally struck the canal in 1876 causing a sharp decline in trade.

378 |bid., pp.241i 242.

379 |bid., pp. 242243.
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rioration, political interference and outside intrigu8anderlin concludes théthe heyday of the
canal had definitely passetf®

As is well known, the great flood of 1889 sent the canalpany into bankruptcyl'his was the

worst flood recorded in the history of the Potomac Valley up to that Titme water at Cumlve

land was so high in the North Branch and Wills Creek until it covered all the land between the
two streams®*

Well before thegreat flood of 1889 forced the canal company into the hands of receivers, the
town of Cumberland had developed a diversified economy no longer dependent on the ups and
downs of the canal trad@lthough Cumberlan@ population only increased from 8,0561i&70

to 10,693 in 1888% the towrés diversified economy was actually developed during this rather
prosperous ten year peridtf.Cumberlanés diversified economy was expanded in the 8360

1888, for example, a total of thirteen breweries were in operatithin the townFootefs Dye

Works, originally started in the late 1880were expanded during the 188@lassmaking in
Cumberland also became a very productive business during thés TB8® expansion of Gn-
berlanagsg4diversified economy continueato the 189G when there was even more spectacular
growth;

30 |bid., p. 248. For a quantitative view of the daecline
ble (G) taken fron8ixty-First Annual Repor{1889) C & O Co., p. 23, showing Number of Boats cleared Wital C

From the Port of Cumberland During the Years 18B38.

%1 sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 256.

32 For population figures for 1870 and 1890 see William D. Paiskymberland, Md(Cumberland: Arthur

Shriver & Co., Printers, 1891), p. 3.

33 Stegmaier Allegany County: A Historyp. 212. The national depression reached Cumberland il 8id? 0 6 s, bu't
the town had recovered by 1878 or 1879. See Stegmdliegany County: A Historyp. 215.

34 |bid., pp. 215220.
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CHAPTER XI
Cumberland and the Final Years of the Canal, 18901L924

The flood of 1889 left the candh total wrecky®®® Soon after the extent of the damage was
known, the residents of Western iiand began to debate the future of the caRla¢ residents

of Cumberland still believed that the canal had a fulDrethe other hand, Western Marylanders
who lived in towns removed from the influence of the canal, such as Hagerstown, argued that
thatportion of the canal above Williamsport should be sold to the Western Maryland Railroad so
that it could compete with the Baltimore and Ohio for the coal tf&dehere was also talk that
perhaps the West Virginia Central or the Pennsylvania Railroad \beuldterested in using the
canal for a railroad down the towpaft.

Support for the restoration of the canal, however, soon began to gain momAhtGombe-
land, the Maryland Canal Union and tB@emberland Evening Timesame out in favor of the
state opating the canafias a free public highway, in imitationf the Erie Canal>®

The directors of the canal company, however, soon admitted that they could not raiseghe nece
sary funds to repair the can8lince the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company hambime the
majority holder of both of the 1878 and 1844 bonds, it was now in a position to decide the fate of
its longtime rival. The railroad company decided to restore the canal in order to prevent a forced
sale which might have resulted in the purchdseh@ canal by a competing railroathe Balt-

more and Ohio petitioned the Washington County Circuit Court and the District of Columbia
Court to appoint receivers for the canal compdugth courts accepted the railr@adetition.
Receivers were appointédnder the mortgage of 1844 to restore and op&tiagecanaf’®

fOne of the first tasks of the receivers wassscertain and report to the Cduekactly what
property the canal company owned in Maryland and the District of Coludabid,also to asce

tain and report what leas#sad been mad@&nd on what term&.38° On June 9, 1890, the recei

ers reported that the canal company owned the following properties within the city of i€umbe
land:

Lot No. 1 On Wineow Street, Lot unimproved.

Lot No. 2 West Sieg Basin Wharf, dwelling occupied by Mrs. Mel
tyre, rent unknown.

Lot No. 3 On Wineow Street South of Canal Wharf, leased to A.iWw
son, rent per annum $100.00.

Lot No. 4 West Side Canal Basin, Ground for Lumber Yard, Mar
Bros. rent unknown.

Lot No.5 On Wineow St., old Blacksmitk shop, whichiis thought

35 sanderlin,The Great National Rject, p. 257.

3% Ipid., p. 260.

37 |bid., pp. 261262.

38 Ibid., p. 262.

39 |bid., pp. 263266. Receivers were appointed on March 3, 1890.

 second Report of Receivers, June 9, 1890, AExhibit
Courthouse, Hagerstown, Maryland.
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has been abandoned.

Lot No. 6 Coal Wharf, known as Walsh & McKaig over Basin
Wharf, for which Canal Company paid, with land attacl
one hundred thousand dollars.

Lot No. 7 Adjoining Coal Whaf, Companys Brick Office and Frame

Stable.

Lot No. 8 North of West end of Wharf, frame building valued
$3,000.00.

Lot No. 9 North of Feeder Lock, Boat Yard, Lockhouse and @sl
torés Office.

Lot No 9v4 North of Feeder Lock, Saloon, Ice House, eitieo. Ogle,
lessee, Rent per annum: $36.00.

Lot No. 9%  Coal Yard, near Basin Wharf, W. T. Coulehan, rent
known.

Lot No. 9%  Mule Shed, supposed to belong to C & O C Co.

Lot No. 10 Lot [of] ground in West Virginia, at West end of Cumb:
land Dam.

Lot No. 11 At Evitts Creek Aqueduct, small frame house owned by |
O, value about $300.00.

Lot No. 112 Water rent, B & O Railroad Company, Cumberland Ba
on Canal Books at $50.00 per anntith.

The receivers soon admitted that the amount of money requirepao the canal would prab

bly never be repaid from the anticipated income of the cdaredrefore, Judge Alvey of the
Washington County Circuit Court decided to issue a sale dmé¢ne meantime, however, the
receivers changed their minds about theanecosts and let it be known that they were ready to
begin the restoration of the waterw&yentually, Judge Alvey ordered the sale of the canal, but
the fisuspended it on the condition that the trustees of 1844 [the Baltimore and Ohio] promptly
restorethe canab®®?

The canal was not fully restored until September 18@tording to Sanderli® history of the
canal,fithe canal trade recovered quickly, but was unable to expand beyond the low averages of
the eightie°*®

In 1894, the Baltimore and Ohio abtished the Chesapeake and Ohio Transportation Company.
The company immediately signed a contract with the receiVéis.contract specified that the
company would provide boats to carry on the canal trade as long as the receivers kept the canal
in good working order® In 1902, the receivers, in conjunction with the Consolidation Coal
Company (a subsidiary of the Baltimore and Ohio), moved to establish complete control of

1 1bid.

392 sanderlin,The Great National Projecp. 266.

393 Ibid., p. 267.

3% bid. The court ratified this contract despite the stat
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freight rates by organizing the Canal Towage Compahis new company was to suppitne
boats, teams and equipmeas well as set ufia regular schedule for the boatmen to folkw\W.

In 1894, the grace period under Judge A@eyrder for the sale of the canal was extended until
1901.Later the grace period was extended until 19G€er that year, ifiwas automatically>e
tended each year upon evidence that the canal was not operating a‘% loss.

According to Sanderliis history of the canal, the Baltimore and Ohio was in receivership from
1896 1907.For part of that period (1892901)the Baltimore and Ohio was under the control of

the Pennsylvania Railrodd’ During the period in which the Baltimore and Ohio was under the
control of the Pennsylvania Railroad, Baltimore City sold its control of the Western Maryland
Railroad to a syndita connected with Jay Goul@ihe West Virginia Central Railroad (formerly

the Piedmont and Cumberland) had also been purchased by a syndicate connected with Gould.
Gouldss aim in purchasing these two roads was to create one unbroken line from easttd west.

The new owners of the Western Maryland Railroad requested permission from the Maryland
Board of Public Works in 1903 to extend its line from Williamsport to Cumberfierassing

and recrossing the canal enroat€he state approved the request despigeprotests from the
receivers:” Eventually, the receivers would receive sizeable payments from the Westem Mar
land for abutment sites along the carfdie new road crossed the canal a total of seven times
within Allegany County*®® The road was completed €umberland in 1906™

At Cumberland, the Western Maryland connected with the West Virginia Central and handled
the coal brought from the mines by that railr8%dSince both railroads were owned by Gould
syndicates, the West Virginia Central was evenyuatiisorbed into the Western Marylafid.

In 1910 the Western Maryland began construction to extend its line from Cumberland westward
to Connellsville, Pennsylvania to connect with the Pittsburg and Lake Erie Raimoader to

get out of Cumberland, itad to proceed through the Narrows above CumberlBmel.Narrows

was already occupied by several railroads, the old National Road, and a public higheay.
Western Maryland managed to get through the Narrows by purchasing the Cumberland and

39 |bid., pp. 268269. The Consolidation Coal Company had been controlledeb # O since 1876. According

to Sanderlin, the Canal Towage Company established regularity, but pretty much destroyed the independent boa
men.

%% Ipid., p. 268.

397 |bid., pp. 278275.

3% |bid., p. 273.

399 |bid. The Western Maryland had been completed tiamsport as early as 1873.

9% |bid., p. 274. See also Appendix D: Map of Western Maryland R. R., Cumberland Extension, May 1903. The
new road crossed the canal twice in Cumberland. See also Allegany County Land Records, Liber 97} &dios 90
(submittedas Appendix L).

%1 Thomas History of Allegany Counfyp. 273. See also Stegmaidtlegany County: A Historyp. 221. Accod-

ing to Stegmaier, with the completion of the Western
92 |pid.

403 Stegnaier,Allegany County: A Historyp. 221.
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Georgés Creekwhich was one of the railroads passing through the NarrbwesWestern Mia
yland reached Connellsville in 191%.

In the meantime, the state of Maryland had sold all of its canal company stock irViL&bdof

this stock was purchased by the Western ManglJay Goulds syndicates went into receive
ship, however, in 1907 and the Western Marytarmhnal stock was acquired by the Baltimore
and Ohio.Thus by 1907, the Baltimore and Ohio Company had once again become andadepen
ent entity.After 1907, accorithg to Sanderlinfithe relationship between the canal and the rai
road returned to the status of 189%

Between 1907 and 1924 the receivers sold various canal properties from time 18 Ainseza-

ble amount of these properties were located in CumberandAugust 8, 1910, the receivers
sold a large chunk of canal property in Cumberland to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad-Comp
ny. Included in this sale were: the canal compgarBasin Wharf; all of the canal comp#@ryand

lying between the Basin Wharf atfie Baltimore and Ohis mainline; a small part of the Sk

er Basin lying north of the Basin Wharf; and most of the Shriver Basin lying south of the Basin
Wharf*°” Also no August 8, 1910, the receivers sold most of Shriver Basin lying north of the
Basin Wtarf to Foote@s Dye WorksThis sale also included part of the old Hoye Mill Race from
just above its junction with the Main Basin up to feick bridged where the stream passeatu

der Mechanic Streé?® On the same day the receivers also sold a smallrteze the head of the
Little Basin to one Isaac Hirséf? In 1912 the Little Basin and all of the canal compganyq-

erty lying between the Little Basin and Wills Creek was sold to the Western Maryland Railroad.
At the same time the Western Maryland Compwas granted the right to construct its railroad
over the guard and inlet loék& and across Dam 8 and the Potomac River to the West Virginia
shore.The deed stated that the proposed railroad was to be constructed over the canal locks in
such a mannefias not to interfere with the maintenance and operatiminthe locks.The deed

indicated that the Western Maryland plannedfiibin 0 the Little Basin®'*

404 Thomas History of Allegany Counfyp. 273. At Connellsville it made connection with the Pittsburg and Lake
Erie (part of the New York Central System) which gave the Western Maryland through lines to Chidabe an
Great Lakes.

%5 sanderlinThe Great National Projecpp. 274 275.

% bid., p. 275.

07 |bid. See also Appendix C; and Allegany County Land Records, Liber 111, folié§&B4submitted as g

pendix M). In 1896 and 1900 the Baltimore and Ohio andMest Virginia Central constructed short tracks over
the Basin Wharf to connect the West Virginia Central
devel oped for the construction of a n e Whe aewnwadrf wash a r f
apparently never built. See Appendix E: Map showing B & O Railroad Connections with the West Virginia Central

over the Canal Co. 6s wharf and proposed new wharf for
408 See Appendix C. $ealso Allegany County Land Records, Liber 106, foliosi48% plus map (submitted as
Appendix N).

499" See Appendix C. See also Allegany County Land Records, Liber 108, folio 511 plus map (submittechas Appe
dix O).

t

w
(

W The deed refers etdoert hleo clko caknsd alsi ffitt hleocfkee © The center
cross fithe Northern Wall o f-one and skveferdhs (6. 71) fedt, meakured alonga di st
the face of sai d wall fromd twme ftaoc e rofs st hener ifivSeoru t vinaelrIn

distance of fiftyone and eightenths (51.8) feet, measured along the face of said walls from the face of the river
wall thereof. 0

11 See Appendix C. See also Allegany County Land Records, Liberfdlids 412 415 (submitted as Appendix

P).
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The wholesale disposal of canal properties in Cumberland in the early twentieth centudy natura
ly brought about changes in the physical appearance of the basiBgr&816, the Shriver &

sin had apparently been filled in and the canal comjsalayge Basin Wharf had disappeared.
The old Consolidation Coal Company Wharf at the entrance to what was orileritrey Basin

was still remaining and apparently handled all of the boars arriving and leaving Cumberland.
Most of the Little Basin had also been filled*fi.The Western Maryland Company apparently
filled in this part of the basin area in 1912 when ittats railroad over the locks and across the
Potomac to West Virginidt is quite possible that this new line was constructed partially within
the filled in basin areaTlhomas F. Hahis Towpath Guidestates that the Western Maryl@ad

1913 passenger si@t, which is still standind™ was built within the canal basiThe maps
shown in Appendices C and F, and the 1912 deed between the receivers and the Wegtern Mar
land Company indicates that the station could have been erected on that portion of tBa-little
sin which had been filled in by the Western Maryland in 1912ccording to one source that

part of the Little Basin lying just below the Western Maryland Station and just above the canal

locks was not filled in until around World War | or shortly aftards?*®

In the meantime, the town of Cumberland had continued its steady industrial expdih&on.
town& population increased from 10,693 in 1880 to 12,729 in 1890e latter year the county
reported a population of 41,57,

A big boost to Cumberlahexpanding economy in the early 189@as caused by the constru
tion of the Baltimore and Ohie terminus and yards in the towirhe towrds residents had voted
to offer the railroad company an interest free loan and a tax exemption to expand itsropatatio

“12 see Appendix F: Right of Way & Track Map, Cumberland & Pennsylvania R. R. Co., Cumberland Wharf, July

2, 1916.

“3 The station was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1973afieaal Registeof Historic

Places Invento Nomination Form for the Western Maryland Railway Station at Cumbeilandapolis: May-

land Historic Trust), 1973.

“14 Thomas F. HahnTowpath Guide to the C & O Canal, Section Four, Fort Frederick to Cumber(&teh

Echo, MD Thomas Hahn, Printer, 1973), pp.6%. See also Appendices C, F and P. Although Hahn may be correct

in stating that the Western Maryland station was constructed within the basin, he is apparently mistaken in regards to

how far north of the stationtheda n or i gi nally extended. According to Hat
Balti more St. to include [the] Al gonqui an Hotel, [t he]
Algonquian Hotel is across Wills Creek and there was nedct to carry the canal across the creek it wassmpo

sible for the canal basin to physically extend fAbeyond

It was possible, however, for the canal basin to extend beyond Baltimore Stittet eest side of the creek, and

Hahn probably meant to say that the basin simply extended beyond Baltimore Street. Such a statement, however,
would also have been incorrect. The basin never extended beyond Baltimore Street, although some Cumberland
residents still think that it once did. This widespread belief is probably based on the fact that canal boats were once
loaded at docks on Wills Creek behind Number 10 Baltimore Street. When loaded the boats would be floated to the
canal locks just below the Wesn Maryland passenger station and let into the canal. | have looked at maps-of Cu
berland and the basin area for the years 1853, 1873, 18909889806 and 1916 and all of them show that the

canal basin (Little Basin) ended well below Baltimore Str8et for example Appendices B, C and F. The loading
docks that once existed on Wills Creek behind Number 10 Baltimore Street are identified on a map in the possession
of Cumberland historian Herman J. Miller. A short article on these loading docks daurideamong the C & O

Canal newspaper clippings in the Appalachian Collection at the Allegany Community College Library (a copy is
submitted as Appendix Q).

“1> |nterview with Herman J. Miller, Historian, Cumberland, Maryland, September 21, 1978.

416 Wwilliam D. Paisley,Cumberland, Md(Cumberland: Arthur Shriver & Co., Printers, 1891), p. 3. See algp Ste
maier,Allegany County: A Historyp. 203.
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CumberlandThe railroad company accepted the loan and purchased a ninety acre site in South
Cumberland where it proceeded to construct a terminus for three divisions of iténread-

tion, the repair shops located in Martinsburg, Keyser and Rietdmere all removed to South
CumberlandThe Baltimore and Ohis facilities in South Cumberland included a large thun
house and a yard large enough to handle 3,000 railroadTter8altimore and Ohio employed

over 2,000 workers at the facilities in B3’

One can get a glimpse of the scope of Cumbe@agbwth in the early 1896 by reading Wi

liam D. Paislegs small pamphlet written in April 1891 and entit@dmberland, MdAccording

to Paisley, Cumberland in 1891 wiike second city in size anehportance in the state of Mar
lando Cumberland in 1891, however, wasot a boom towm. Its growth, according to Paisley,
wasfdue to its possession of varied and unlimited raw materials, and superior facilitiesfor ma
ufacturing and transportati@randwasfithe result of years of steady grovifti®

Concerning the tow municipal facilities, Paisley said that its water supply ficdained from
several springs situated in the bed of the Potomac RiVee water wasdistributed throughout
the City by theHolly systemo The towrfs sewerage walcarried away partly by underground
drains and partly by surface guttér§he streets (except fgsome of the alleys and outlying
streets) were generally of Cobble stone; but recently in the business sestioreof the streets
had been pavefivith vitrifiedd fire brick.0 The firstfifive miles of electric street railwaytrol-
ley) was expected to be opened on July 1, 188&.city wasiighted both by gas and eleciric

According to Paisley, there were eigiiechurches in Cumberland in 189he towrts popua-

tion, which had been only 8,056 in 1870 and 10,693 in 1880, had increased to 12,729 in 1890.
Paisley felt thatfithe moving of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Shops to theoGityuld

fbring it [the city]la permanent addition of 1000 mechanics and otherdnadie working men,

and wouldficause an increase of from 4,000 to 5,000 in the populafitve Baltimore and Ohio
fishop® would fibe running in less than one yeAf°

Concerning the various kinds of sss activity going on in the town, Paisley said tieatery
branch of trade common to the Middle Statessfrepresented in Cumberlandlrhe fichief in-
terests) however, werdbanking, merchandising, coal, lumber, glass, leather, iron anddteel.
1891 Cumberland hadiover forty factories They includediglass and steel works, flouring and
planing mills, breweries and distilleries, carriage and cigar factories, furniture and cement works,
tanneries, marble yards, a pulp and paper mill, and sdSavaal more industries were presen

ly Abuilding their plantg) and Paisley predicted thawithin two years the Citis manufacturing
busines& would fibe four times as greaas it was in 1891

417
418

StegmaierAllegany County: A Historypp. 217 219.
Paisley,Cumberland, Md p. 1.

19 Ibid., pp. 2 3.

20 |bid., pp. 3 4.

2L |bid., pp. 4 6.
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In addition to the manufacturing concerns operating in Cumleeitad891, the town also had
finine hotels andfinumerous excellent boarding houses, both public and povEte. town also
hadfitwo daily newspapeésandffour weekliesy**?

According to Paisley, real estate was also a growing business at CumbS8iteradithe central
sectio of Cumberland was alreadiguite compactly built ug,most of the real estate devglo
ment was on the fringes of the cily. 1891 there weréseveral tracts of land ranging in area
from twentyfive to three hundred acréghat werefiabout to be laid out for the accommodation
of dwellings and industrial enterpriseshe fichief of thesé were fithe Johnson, Stewart and
Walsh, and the Walsh properti@d.he Johnson, Stewart and Walsh tract would be subdivided
into residential lotsa fiprominent feature of this addition to Cumberlamebuld fibe a perfectly
graded drive one hundred feet in width and several miles in |énQth.the other hand, the
Walsh property would be more suited for factoriesvasfisituated partly within and partlye-
yond EQ;—:- Citgs limit, and on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the Baltimore and Ohio Rai
roado

The population of Cumberland increased from 12,729 in 1890 to 17,128 in Tl®880was the
largest percentage increase in the t@®ypopulation up to thatme. The towrds economy was
hurt somewhat by the Panic of 1907 but it soon recovéfed.

Cumberlan@ population increased from 17,128 in 1900 to 21,839 in 1GWhberland also
continued to expand physicallyhe area of the city presently lying betweéd&lilliams Street and
Oldtown Road was developed by the Cumberland Heights Improvement Company inn1913.
the same year, the area called Campobello or Camp Hill (in the vicinity of Allegany High
School) was also developedl.year later, the city annexed a&ry large area known as Egypt.

This area was located just south of the railroad shops and extended from the Baltimore and Ohio
tracks to the canal’he Humbird family had subdivided the land in the late £8%0 make way

for workeis housing After the aea was annexed, it was generally referred to as the Humbird
Division.*®

The annexation of various outlying areas caused Cumbéslgmapulation to increase from
21,839 in 1910 to 29,837 in 192During the latter part of this decade the economy of the town
was %%Ied particularly by the arrival of the Ke®pringfield Tire Company plant between 1916
1920.

By 1920 downtown Cumberland had all the appearance of a prosperous and growing Western
Maryland town.Harry Stegmaier has written the following descaptof Baltimore Street in
downtown Cumberland in 1920:

The Main Street [Baltimore Street] is bordered by two railroads, the B & O on the east and the
Western Maryland at the Wills Creek efidhe latteés elevated 3tory red brick passenger depot,

422 pid., p. 12.

23 |bid., pp. 12 13. Paisley was in the real estate business. Reference to the real estate boom in Cumberland during
the 18906s i s alAdeganynCauhty: AHistonyS.22.g mai er |,

424 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 221.

4% stegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 232.

2% |bid.
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with its wooden platform shelters and pedestrian tunnel to Tracks 2 and 3, sits right along the
edge of Wills Creeklust below the passenger depot, bordering Mechanic Street, if the @ilroad
freight depot, built of corrugated iron with a plank roof.

Walking east on Baltimore Street, towards Mechanic Street, on sees on the south side
several retail shops, and on the north side the Olympia Hotel. . . At the corner of Baltimore and
Liberty streets stands the modern Fort Cumberland Hotel. . . Between Libertyeatnd §ireets,
on the north side there are retail stores and another hotel, and on the south side three banks, the
Second National Bank, the Liberty Trust Bank, and the Third National Béwaklatter leases its
rear rooms on Centre Street to the Cumberiand Westernport Electric Railway, which mai
tains . . .an express office and a waiting ro@n.the northeast corner of Baltimore and Centre
streets stands St. P@iEnglish Lutheran Churclrarther up Baltimore Street on the north side
are Rosenbauim and the McMullen Brothers department stor@s. the south side are a dance
hall, theCumberland Newsuilding, the Empire and Belvedere theaters, and the First National
Bank Building at the corner of Baltimore and South George sti@etaieen George Streand
the B & O R. R. tracks stands the old Windsor Hotel, and next to the tracks, the huge Kenneweg
Company grocery warehous@pposite the warehouse is the Plaza Hatee Baltimore Street
railroad crossing is guarded by a watchman as are all the BtBe© R. R. crossings in the
downtown arealooking right from Baltimore Street we see the elegant Queen City Station.

According to Stegmaiés history of Allegany County, the new industries (such as Kelly
Springfield) which came to Cumberland around @ #2oved to be of a lonagange benefit to the
townd economyThis was true because by 1920 the coal and timber resources of the area west
of Cumberland were nearly exhaustéadcording to Stegmaier, 1920 wouiibe the last pre

perous year for the coal instryd*® The closing of the Canal after the flood of 1924 coincided
with the end of the coal era of Western Marykniistory*?°

27 1bid., pp. 302303.
% |bid., p. 233.
2 bid., p. 234.



CHAPTER XII
Cumberland and the Remains of the Canal, 1924978

The economic prosperity of Cumberland was not immediatelyltyuthe decline of the Western
Maryland minesThe closing of the canal in 1924 also had little influence upon thedquvos-

perity. As explained earlier, the town of Cumberland had developed an economy divorced from
the ups and downs of the canal tradeearly as the late 1880and early 1848. When the
productivity of the Western Maryland mines began to fall after 1920, Cumbésldnetrsified
industries continued for a time to insure the economic prosperity of the llofact, the period

from 192 to 1929 has been called Cumberksriilast Great Boom Er&:>°

Since the Great Depression, Cumberland has seen little dramatic growth, although for years it
remained Marylan@ second largest cifiy* Although the city did attract some new industry in
the 19503, its economic well being has generally been on the decline since World War |l.

Cumberlan& economic decline since World War Il can be attributed in a small degree to the
general decline of the railroadBhe Consolidation Coal Company left the Cwarland area in
1944.1ts railroad, the Cumberland and Pennsylvania, was sold to the Western Maryland, which
immediately got rid of the Cumberland and Pennsylvania repair shops at Mount $avage.

The Baltimore and Ohio, which had been ailing financiallysmme time, was merged with the
more healthy Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad to form the Chessie System fii* 296Balti-
more and Ohio passenger service to and from Cumberland was ended on May $0b87&.
terwards, the Baltimore and Olobeautiful Quen City Depot was torn dowi? The Baltimore
and Ohids freight station was also torn down in the 187

Although the Western Maryland passenger depot is still standing, all passenger service to and
from Cumberland was ended in 1988 The Western Marylanh freight station was torn down
during the 1976:%%" In the mid197@s the financially ailing Western Maryland Railroad also
became a part of the Chessie Syst&hm.

The other major railroad line that had served the area for many years, the Pennsylvarad,Railr
abandoned its line leading from Cumberland to Altoona, Pennsylvania in the earfy.F920-

430 stegmaierAllegany County: AHistory p. 302. Chapter el even laétGedtegmai er
BoomEra, 192010 929. 06 The boom was ended by the Great Depressi
Bl n 1940 the cityo6s NaolpndlAsGuidedorthe ®ld sine $tAwpripded by warkees of

the Writerds Program of tinhhe Stieof Masylarfel (New ¥orktOxfordAWhivdrsityi st r at
Press, 1940), p. 262.

32 stegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 420.

3 |bid.

434 Ibid., pp. 421423. Since 1971, however, Amtrak has established a run from Washington to Parkersburg, West
Virginia via Cumberland.

43 lbid., p. 419.

43 Ibid., p. 421.

37 lbid., p. 419.

43 Ibid., p. 420.

39 |bid. When the Western Maryland became a part of the Chessie System, the Western Maryland shops at nearby
Ridgeley, West Virginia were abandoned.
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86 Chapter XlI Remains of the Canal 1921978

ter the departure of the Pennsylvania Railroad, Cumberland was left with only one railway line,
the Chessie System.

Cumberland has been fortunate in that @eessie System has remained a prosperous railroad
and has therefore remained a major employer in the city and cdinetyevitts Creek yard, built

by the Baltimore and Ohio in the 198(and the diesel repair facilities located in South Cumbe
land, atg4e()sto the importance of the Chessie System to the economy of Cumberland and Allegany
County.

As for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal in Cumberland, suffice it to say that it has to a-large e
tent disappeared since the canal was closed in X@2#berland hashaays been plagued by
floods. The flood of 1936, for example, sent water roaring from Wills Creeler nearly five
square miles of the cityOne person was killed, and many persons were seriously infirgd.

erty damage amounted to over $2,000,00@uch less serious flood the following year caused
property damages of over $100,00bTherefore, in 1949, the Army Corp of Engineers began a
flood control project at Cumberland that covered over what had remained of thés ddag

Basin at Cumberlantf? The only remains of the canal in the area that once was the basin are:
the ruins of the parallel locks which served as the guard and feeder locks; a small hollow area
indicating a part of the basin; and the ruins of the stone abutment for Dstrth®. southen end

of what was the basin area a long concrete waste weir can still beAsgleort distance below

the waste weir the masonry piers of the stop gate to the basin area can also still baeseen.
towpath and canal bed from the above mentioned wastenastiward to the parallel locks has
been covered by thirty feet of landfill as a result of the flood control prapecthe other hand,

the towpath and canal bed remain virtually undisturbed from the waste weir southward to the
Cumberland city limits jusabove Wills Creek?®

0 Ipid., p. 241.

1 Maryland, A Guide to the Old Line Stafe 263.

442 StegmaierAllegany County: A Historyp. 431. The project also built a new dam on the North Branch to replace
the canal 6s Dam No. 8.

443 personal inspections, June 8 and September 20, 1978. S&hatspeake and Ohio Canal National Historical
Park, District of Columbia/Md General Plan(Washington: NPS, 1976), pp.i778; and HahnTowpath Guide to

the C & O Canalpp. 63 65.
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Appendix A

Map of Cumberland, 1806 [From Lowderndiistory of Cumberland
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Appendix B

Mackall Map drawn in 1890 from original dee@&hows original owners of property purchased
by the canal @mpany from Evitts Creek to Cumberland.

[NOTE: This map is not available in this edition of the Historic Resource Study]
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Appendix C

Map of the Property of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company and that of the Adjacent Ow
ers at Cumberland, Maryland, r8ayed by T. L. Patterson, C. E., 1898.

[NOTE: This map is not available in this edition of the Historic Resource Study]
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Appendix D
Map of Western Maryland R.R., Cumberland Extension, May 1903.

[NOTE: This map is not available in this edition oétHistoric Resource Study]
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Appendix E

Map showing B & O Railroad Connections with the West Virginia Central over the cafal co.
wharf and proposed new wharf for C & O Canal Co. at Cumberland, Maryland.

[NOTE: This map is not available in this editiohthe Historic Resource Study]
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Appendix F

Right of Way & Track Map, Cumberland & Pennsylvania R.R. Co. Cumberland Wharf, July 2,
1916.

[NOTE: This map is not available in this edition of the Historic Resource Study]
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Appendix G.

Map of the Propey of the C & O Canal Company, Cumberland, Maryland from the Main Basin
to the StopGate, Surveyed by T. L. Patterson, C.E., 1836

[NOTE: This map is not available in this edition of the Historic Resource Study]
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Appendix H

Table (I.) taken from taForty-Seventh Annual Repqit875) C & O Co., p. 37, showing Nu
ber of Boats cleared from Port of Cumberland with Coal for the years 1878nd the Number
of Boats loaded at the several Wharves in Cumberland, in the years 1872, 1873 and 1874.

Number & Boats cleared from Port of Cumberland with
Coal for the years 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873 and 1874.

©
Coal Average of Boats
Years

Boats

o
Z Tons | Cwt. | Tons Cwt
1870 | 5,537| 606,707| 19 109 13
1871 | 7,801| 848,200| 08 108 17
1872 | 7,412| 814,365| 09 109 18
1873 | 7,126| 797,838| 06 112 00
1874 | 7,378| 836,997| 19 113 13

Number of Boats loaded at the several Wharves in Cumberland
in the years 1872, 1873 and 1874.

Years Potomac Walsh aind Consolid:iltion
Wharf | McKaigé Wharf| Companys Wharf

1872 | 2,333 3,241 1,834

1873 | 2,145 3,735 1,228

1874 | 1,428 3,456 2,494
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Appendix |

Table (G) taken fronBixty-First Annual Repor{1889) C & O Co., p. 23, showing Number of
Boats Cleared With Coal From the Port of Cumberland During the Years IE&)

Number of Boats Cleadewith Coal from the Port of Cumberland
During the Years 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879,
1880, 1881, 1882, 1883, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887 and. 1888

Coal Average

Years| Boats of Boats

Tons Cwt | Tons| Cwt
1870 | 5537 | 606,707/ 19 | 109 |13
1871 | 7801 | 848,200/ 08 | 108 |17

1872 | 7412 | 814,365/ 09 | 109 |18
1873 | 7126 | 797,838/ 06 | 112
1874 | 7378 | 836,997/ 19 | 113 |13
1875 | 7995 | 904,898/ 07 | 113 | 06
1876 | 5700 | 654,409/ 14 | 114 |19

1877 | 5380 | 603,096 112 | 05
1878 | 5525 | 630,293| 12 | 114 |13
1879 | 4627 | 522,904 113 | 02
1880 | 5464 | 615,423 112 | 15
1881 | 4667 | 521,189 111 |15
1882 | 2803 | 316,648 113

1883 | 6283 | 707,466/ 01 | 112 |15
1884 | 3378 | 378,352| 13 | 112
1885 | 3559 | 398,012 111 | 16
1886 | 2699 | 295,415/ 04 | 109 |12
1887 | 2538 | 277,688 17 | 109 | 10
1888 | 2518 | 286,813 114
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Appendix J

Map showing Cumberlai@s Connections with the Major Cities of the East in 1875; taken from
C. J. Orricks pamphletThe Mineral Resources and Manufacturing Facilities of the City of
Cumberland, Md.1875%*
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444 Map courtesy of: http://www.whilbr.org/AlleganyMinerals1875/index.aspx
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Appendix K

Map showing Cumberlaris Connection with the Coal Region in 1875; taken from C. J. G&ick

pam;m&l_)etThe Mineral Resources and Manufacturing Facilities of the City of Cumberland, Md.
1875.

445 Map courtesy http://www.whilbr.org/AlleganyMinerals1875/index.aspx



