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The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal extends 184 Vi miles along .the
valley of the Potomac River from Georgetown, in Washington, D. C.,
to Cumberland, Maryland. Built between 1828 and 1850 to facilitate
commerce with the west, the Canal became unprofitable to operate and
was abandoned about 1924. Now, in modern times, the canal and its
towpath afford access to the Potomac Valley for residents of the Wash
ington area. Throngs of hikers and canoeists are to be seen on any
pleasant weekend. Potential recreational value of the canal must far
exceed the commercial value of the products it carred in the 1800's.

This annotated list of the spring vascular flora of the southernmost
segment of the canal area was conceived as a result of casual, recrea
tional hikes along the canal. The writer began to take notes on the flora
in the spring of 1965. During the five years from 1965 through 1969,
a total of about 40 trips were made along the canal during the spring
season. On nearly all of these trips, lists were prepared of all species
seen, with notes on flowering and abundance of plants.

The studied area is a narrow strip 22.8 miles long from George
town, D. C. to Seneca, Montgomery County, Maryland. Included is the
canal, its towpath, and the land between the towpath and the Potomac
River. Width of the strip varies from about twenty feet to about one-
half mile (on Bear Island). All of this land is readily accessible to the
public. Bear Island and the islands at Great Falls are included in the
present study, but all other islands, especially Plummer's Island and
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