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More than 2,000 people lost their lives, and thousands 
were left homeless after the May 31, 1889, flood in 
Johnstown, Pa. Barton personally directed American 
Red Cross relief efforts. 

Barton, age 80, at her desk in her Glen Echo home. 
"You have never known me without work;" she 
wrote, "while able, you never wi l l ." 

Barton on front porch, ca. 1904. 

Above: Modern portrait of Barton by Mark English; above left: her Red Cross pin; 
below: amethyst and smoky topaz brooches, presented to Barton by Grand Duchess 
Louise of Baden (Germany) to recognize Franco-Prussian War relief work and as 
tokens of friendship. 

Clara Barton National Historic Site honors the life and work of 
this outstanding American humanitarian. This house in Glen Echo, 
Md., was Barton's home for the last 15 years of her life. Built in 
1891, it was first used as a warehouse for Red Cross disaster relief 
supplies. As of 1897 Barton made it her home and the headquar
ters for the American Red Cross. 

Restored to the era of her occupancy, 1897to J 9 1 2 ' t n e house and 
its contents underscore a key personality trait: that Clara Barton 
made little distinction between her work and her personal life. 
Sunlight shines through stained-glass red crosses in the windows. 
Open cabinets in the hall store neat stacks of supplies that appear 
ready for shipment at a moment's notice. Living quarters were 
available for Red Cross staff or volunteers returning from disaster 
sites. Barton worked together with her staff in an open office; she 

liked to supervise them at all times. The house was modeled on a 
relief shelter built by the Red Cross in the wake of the 1889 flood 
in Johnstown, Pa. Barton's frugal habits are still evident. Ceilings, 
for example, were constructed of painted-over muslin. 

After Barton's death in 1912 the house was privately owned. Rooms 
and apartments were rented out to help with the expense of up
keep. In 1963 the Friends of Clara Barton, Inc., purchased the 
house with preservation in mind. Clara Barton National Historic 
Site was established in 1974, the first National Park Service site 
dedicated to the accomplishments of a woman. As you tour the 
house, examine the many details that illustrate Barton's love for 
her home. "All seems so home-like, spring-like and peaceful," she 
once wrote, "that I wonder what can draw me away again." 

You must never so much as think whether 
you like it or not, whether it is bearable or 
not; you must never think of anything 
except the need, and how to meet it. 

-Clara Barton 

Clara Barton and the American Red Cross 

You have never known me with
out work; while able, you never 
will. It has always been a part of 
the best religion I had. 

In an era w h e n w o m e n rarely ventured outside 
the sphere of fami ly and home, this shy w o m a n 
rose f rom a middle-class background to the ranks 
of American heroes. Her journey is one of de
te rmina t ion , bottomless compassion, and an 
abil i ty t o seize opportuni t ies tha t came her way. 

Clarissa Har lowe Barton was born the youngest 
of f ive chi ldren on December 25, 1821, in Nor th 
Oxford, Mass. Stephen and Sarah Barton raised 
their family t o value education and public service 
above personal gain. Clara, as she was known , 
started teaching school at age 17. In 1854 she 
moved to Washington, D.C., and worked as a 
clerk in the U.S. Patent Office; she was one o f 
only a f ew w o m e n employed by the Federal 
Government. Situated in the nation's capital at 

Clara Barton's Life and Work 

1821 
Born December 25 in 
North Oxford , Mass. 

1825-50 
Starts school at age 3 
and starts teaching at 
17. 

1850 
Attends Clinton Liberal 
Insti tute in New York; 

spends a year fur ther
ing her educat ion. 

1852 
Establishes f ree public 
school in Bordentown, 
N.J. 

1854-60 
Patent Office clerk, 
Washington, D.C. 

the outbreak of the Civil War, she was ready fo r 
the work tha t wou ld earn her wo r l dw ide fame. 
"This confl ict is one th ing I've been wa i t i ng 
for ," she to ld a f r iend. " I 'm wel l and strong and 
young—young enough to go to the f ron t . If I 
can't be a soldier, I'll help soldiers." A t f irst she 
solicited donations of supplies for Union soldiers, 
which she stored in her home. Beginning in 
1862 she wen t on to the batt lef ields, risking her 
l ife t o nurse the wounded and dy ing, and wr i t 
ing letters t o soldiers' famil ies. Barton worked 
alongside other relief groups, such as the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission and U.S. Christian Commis
sion, but she preferred to wo rk alone, unham
pered by organizat ions and interference. 

Af ter the Civil War, Clara Barton cont inued her 
chari table activities, using her g row ing fame 
to lend prestige to her causes. She opened an 
off ice t o seek in fo rmat ion on missing soldiers. 
She helped ident i fy thousands of gravesites in 
the fo rmer prison camp at Andersonvi l le, Ga., 
and was instrumental in establishing its national 
cemetery. She also spoke publicly in support of 

Left: Clara Barton ca. 
1850; ca. 1865 (by Math-
ew Brady); and in 1878 
wearing pin pictured at 
top. Right: Barton work
ing with orphans in 
Cuba. Far right: Barton 
and staff working at Civil 
War veterans' encamp
ment on National Mall, 
1887. 

1865-68 
Searches fo r U.S. Army 
soldiers declared miss
ing. Helps establish 
nat ional cemetery at 
Andersonvi l le, Ga. 

1870-71 
Works w i t h the Inter
nat ional Red Cross in 
Europe. 

1861-65 
Aids Civil War w o u n d 
ed at batt les of Man
assas (second), Ant ie -
tam, Fredericksburg, 
The Wilderness, Spot
sylvania. 

1864 
Treaty of Geneva 
establishes Interna
t iona l Red Cross. 

Pamphlet by Clara Barton promoting the U.S. ratifica
tion of the 1864 Geneva Conventions. Upper right: 
Official medal of the International Red Cross. 

rights for Afr ican Americans and w o m e n . In her 
I writ ings and lectures Barton projected confidence 
and author i ty . Yet the private Clara Barton was 
of ten fearful and fragile. By 1869 she needed a 
rest. She traveled to Europe and there learned 
of a wor ldw ide war relief movement. Jean-Henri 
Dunant, a Swiss banker, had witnessed an 1859 
bat t le in Italy. More than 30,000 dead and 
wounded were left on the bat t le f ie ld . Horr i f ied, 
Dunant publicized the need for batt lef ie ld relief 
in his book Un Souvenir de Solferino. His wo rk 
inspired the 1864 Treaty of Geneva, which set 
in ternat ional convent ions for t rea tment of the 
wounded and established the Internat ional Red 
Cross to aid those suffer ing as a result of war. 

Barton worked w i th war-stricken civilians dur ing 
the Franco-Prussian War. When she returned to 
the Uni ted States she was determined t o pro
mote the idea of the Red Cross at home. It was 
a di f f icul t job. She endured bouts of poor health, 
uncooperat ive government officials, and public 
apathy. She persevered, and in 1882 the U.S. 
Senate rat i f ied the Treaty of Geneva. That year 

1873 
Suffers nervous break
d o w n ; recovers in 
Dansville, N.Y. 

1877-82 
Promotes U.S. rat i 
f icat ion of Treaty of 
Geneva. 

1881 
Establishes and heads 
the American Associa
t i on of the Red Cross. 
Elected its f irst presi
dent , serves 23 years, 
and personally directs 
relief efforts fo r more 
than 18 natural disas
ters and fo r the Span
ish-American War. 

1882 
U.S. ratif ies Treaty of 
Geneva. American Red 
Cross is chartered by 
President Chester A. 
Arthur, jo in ing the In
ternat ional Red Cross. 

1889 
Flood relief work , 
Johnstown, Pa. 

1891 
Init ial construct ion of 
the house in Glen Echo, 
Md . First used as a 
warehouse. 

1897 
Moves to Glen Echo 
warehouse and 
remodels it into home 
and headquarters. 

the American Red Cross was off icial ly chartered. 
Clara Barton ran the American Red Cross w i t h 
the highly personal style she had exhibited during 
the Civil War. As president f rom 1881 to 1904 she 
directed relief, garnered supplies, and expanded 
the organizat ion. Barton's greatest innovat ion 
was to engage the Red Cross in peacetime and 
natural disaster aid, w i t h more than 18 rel ief 
efforts t o her credit. Largely because of her 
inf luence, the Internat ional Red Cross off icial ly 
recognized peacetime work t h rough its 1884 
"Amer ican A m e n d m e n t " t o the Geneva Treaty. 

During the Spanish-American War of 1898 76-
year-old Barton directed relief efforts f rom Cuba. 
Though the Red Cross aid was t imely and com
petent , the war exposed the l imi tat ions of its 
inner work ings as wel l as its inabi l i ty t o meet 
the needs of the modern nat ion . A larmed, sev
eral Red Cross members began to press for Bar
ton's resignat ion. They considered Barton t o o 
o ld, disorganized, and unbusinesslike t o deal 
w i t h the expanding Red Cross. She resigned in 
1904. 

American Red Cross field quarters during relief efforts 
for Sea Island, Ga., hurricane, 1894. 

Barton returned to her voluminous correspon
dence and her interest in the feminist move
ment . In 1905 she established the National First 
A id Association of America to educate commu
nities about emergency preparedness. A t home 
in Glen Echo she read, wro te , gardened, and 
enjoyed the antics of her cats and horse. Here 
she remained unt i l her death in 1912. 

1898 
Works in Cuba dur ing 
Spanish-American War. 

1900 
Hurricane relief wo rk 
in Galveston, Texas. 

1902 
Attends Internat ional 
Red Cross conference 
in Russia. 

1904 
Resigns as president 
o f American Red 
Cross. Establishes 
National First A id 
Association o f Amer i 
ca in 1905. 

1912 
Dies at Glen Echo, 
Md. , Apr i l 12. 

Throughout her life 
Barton treasured the 
honorary medals, pins, 
and brooches awarded to 
her. Most of her collec
tion is housed today in 
the Library of Congress. 
From left: Topaz-and-gold 
brooch and iron cross 
medal, presented for 
work in Franco-Prussian 
War; silver, enamel, and 
diamond medal for 1896 
work in Armenia; gold 
knot brooch presented 
by Grand Dutchess of 
Baden, 1897. 
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Dr. Julian Hubbell (far left), Barton (second from left), 
and others on the front porch. May 15, 1904, the day 
after Barton resigned as American Red Cross president. 



Warehouse, Headquarters, and Home 

In 1889 t w i n brothers Edwin and Edward Baltzley, local entrepreneurs, 
bough t a t ract of land in Maryland along the Potomac River and named 
it Glen Echo. To promote home sales, they established the Glen Echo 
Chautauqua, the newest of more than 50 Chautauqua assemblies around 
the country whose aim was to br ing educat ion, culture, and personal 
enr ichment " t o the masses of the people." The Baltzley brothers asked 
Clara Barton to head up the Women's Executive Commit tee of the Chau
tauqua. The posit ion included the of fer o f a house nearby. Seeing the 
of fer as an oppor tun i t y t o benef i t the Red Cross, Barton accepted. 

Barton chose the design of the house, model ing it on the shelters tha t the 
American Red Cross used dur ing f l ood rel ief efforts at Johnstown. In 
1891 she moved into the Glen Echo structure, but f ound the new commu
nity t o o remote; indirect t ranspor ta t ion routes made fo r a long and di f f i 
cult commute into Washington, D.C. Moreover, there was no te lephone 
service or reliable mail delivery. At the end of the Chautauqua season she 
moved back to the city. For the next six years the house was a Red Cross 
warehouse where disaster-relief supplies were received, opened fo r 
inspection, stored, and shipped ou t as needed. By 1897 the electric t ro l 
ley line extended f rom Washington, D.C, t o Glen Echo. Barton moved 
in to t he warehouse and remodeled it f o r use as the American Red Cross 
national headquarters. It was also her home. She directed the organizat ion 
f rom here, relying on a constantly changing staff. An assistant's diary 
entry in 1898, reads: "Off ice work today consists of indexing books, f i l ing 
letters, wr i t ing several letters fo r Miss Barton, and in the a f ternoon wr i t 
ing Dr. Hubbell 's report o f Sea Island relief, the latter t o be used in Miss 
Barton's book . " 

The Glen Echo headquarters also served as l iving quarters fo r an assort
ment of volunteers and staff members. Barton encouraged her staff t o 
live here; staff members l ived ei ther in fu l ly furn ished bedrooms or in 
storage rooms conta in ing fo ld ing beds or cots. Closets t h roughou t the 
house stored supplies. Today you can see the closets bui l t in to the main 
hallway, designed t o resemble paneled walls. From her bedroom in the 
back, Barton had a f ine v iew of the Potomac River. A f te r the Glen Echo 
Chautauqua fa i led, the proper ty adjacent t o the house developed into 
the Glen Echo Amusement Park. 

Occasionally Barton and her staff wou ld at tend concerts or other events in 
the park. Flower and vegetable gardens, cows, chickens, and a horse 
gave the place a peaceful, countr i f ied air. "She loved her Glen Echo home," 
a f r iend recalled, "and used to say the moon seemed always to be shining 
there . " Barton resigned as president of the American Red Cross in 1904, 
and the organizat ion moved to temporary offices in Washington, D.C. In 
1917 it moved into a new bui ld ing on 17th Street, N.W., where it is head
quartered today. Barton lived here unt i l her death at age 90. She died of 
double pneumonia in her bedroom on Apr i l 12, 1912. 

Far left: Red Cross relief 
shelter in Johnstown, Pa., 
1889. Left: Postcard view 
of Clara Barton home, ca. 
1907, after addition of 
scenic rail ride at neigh
boring Glen Echo Amuse
ment Park. Right: Clara 
Barton National Historic 
Site today. The house is 
restored to the era of her 
occupancy. 

The House Today Planning Your Visit 

The National Park Service has worked t o restore 
this "beaut i fu l bui lding commemorat ive of Clara 
Bar ton" and wi l l cont inue to preserve Clara 
Barton National Historic Site "sacred t o her 
memory." The restorat ion is based on extensive 
research t h rough or ig inal wr i t ings, diaries, oral 
interviews, and photographs. 

Here you can gain a sense of how Barton and 
her staff lived and worked, and you can come to 
appreciate the site in the same way visitors did 
in Clara Barton's l i fe t ime. As you tour the house, 
t ry t o imagine w h a t it was like w h e n Barton 
lived here. The hallway was adorned w i t h gifts 
f r om grate fu l fo re ign governments, and rooms 
over f lowed w i t h f ramed proclamations of grat i 
tude, photographs of her relief work , and por
trai ts. The numerous hidden closets held Red 
Cross supplies. The bustle of volunteers and visi
tors gave the house an earnest and product ive 
atmosphere. 

Clara Barton National 
Historic Site was estab
lished by Congress in 
1974 and presented to 
the National Park Serv
ice in 1975. It is admin
istered by George Wash
ington Memorial Park
way. The park includes 
Barton's former home 
and the original one-
acre tract, plus about 
eight acres of additional 
land. 

Getting to the Park 
The park is located off 
MacArthur Boulevard in 
Glen Echo, Md., adjacent 
to Glen Echo Park. By 
car it is easily accessible 
from the Capital Beltway 
(I-495): Inner Loop— 
take Clara Barton Park
way (exit 41); Outer 
Loop—take Glen Echo/ 
Cabin John Parkway 
(exit 40). Follow the 
brown park directional 
signs located on the 
parkway and MacArthur 
Blvd. Addit ional direc
tions are posted on the 
park website. Visitors 
may use the parking lot 
between the house and 
Glen Echo Park. 

Tours and Programs 
The park is open seven 
days a week; it is closed 
on Thanksgiving, Decem
ber 25, and January 1. 
The house is shown by 
guided tour only. Tours 
start on the hour be
tween 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Reservations are 
required for groups of 
10 or more. Parks as 
Classrooms school pro
grams are available by 
reservation. The park 
hosts several special 
events throughout the 
year. Contact the park 
staff or visit the website 
for more information 
or to schedule a group 
reservation. 

More Information 
Clara Barton National 
Historic Site is one of 
more than 380 parks in 
the National Park Sys
tem. The National Park 
Service cares for these 
special places saved by 
the American people so 
that all may experience 
our heritage. To learn 

more about national 
parks and National Park 
Service programs in 
America's communities, 
visit www.nps.gov. 

Clara Barton National 
Historic Site 
5801 Oxford Road 
Glen Echo, MD 20812-
1201 
301-320-1410 
www.nps.gov/clba 
AGPO2005—310-394/00254 
Printed on recycled paper 

Far left: Tulips and irises 
are cheery spring bloom
ers on the grounds. Clara 
Barton flew both the 
American flag and the 
Red Cross flag at her 
home. Right: The front 
parlor; as was the cus
tom of the day, guests 
were received here. 

Dr. Julian Hubbell 

In 1876, wh i le l iving in Dansville, 
N.Y., Clara Barton met a man w h o 
wou ld become one of t he most 
in f luent ia l people in her l i fe. 
Julian Hubbell was a young 
chemistry teacher at Dansville 
Seminary. They became fr iends, 
and w h e n she t o l d h im of t he 
Treaty of Geneva and how she 
hoped fo r its adopt ion in the Unit
ed States, Hubbel l asked wha t he 
could do to help. "Get a degree in 
medic ine," she repl ied. Hubbell left his 
teaching posit ion and entered the University 
of Michigan's Homeopathic Medical College in 
1878. A f te r in ter rupt ing his educat ion three 
t imes to personally conduct American Red Cross 
f ield relief, he earned his medical degree in 1883. 

When the American Red Cross was established, 
he became its chief f ie ld agent. As such he par
t ic ipated in more f ie ld wo rk dur ing relief oper
ations than she d id . His skil l ful organizat ion 
and quiet contro l were directly responsible fo r 
much of the success of the early ARC. His loyalty 
never wavered. Like Barton, the Red Cross was 

his l i fe as wel l as his profession. He 
supervised construction on the Glen 
Echo house and lived there w h e n 
not engaged in f ie ld work . When 
Barton was forced to resign f r o m 
the Red Cross, he resigned also. 
Barton deeded the house to Hub
bell. Upon her death he and others 

formed the Clara Barton Memorial 
Association t o honor her memory 

and work . The association had l i t t le 

public support and eventually disbanded. Hubbell 
was struggl ing w i th the care o f the house when 
he was swindled out of the property. He fought 
t o regain t i t le and w o n his lawsuit in 1927. 

Hubbell's Successors 
Af ter his death in 1929 his nieces inher i ted the 
proper ty—and the responsibi l i ty o f honor ing 
Barton. The Hubbell sisters rented out apartments 
in the house and used the income to supplement 
care of the property. In 1942 Rena Hubbell sold 
the house to her f r iend, Josephine Franks Noyes. 
Noyes, and her sisters after her death, cont inued 
t o rent rooms and cared fo r the home unt i l i t 
was purchased by the Friends of Clara Barton, 
Inc., in 1963. That g roup was instrumental in 
ge t t ing the proper ty designated a National His
tor ic Landmark in 1965, pushed for the estab
l ishment of the Clara Barton National Historic 
Site, and deeded the house and many or ig inal 
furnishings to the National Park Service in 1975. 

Upper left: Dr. Julian Hubbell, 1890. Left: Hubbell (third 
from left), Barton (third from right) and other dinner 
guests at Glen Echo, 1902. 

Above: Barton (right center) and other Red Cross 
workers in Tampa, Fla., 1898, en route to Cuba to aid 
in the Spanish-American War. Right: Barton ca. 1881 in 
Dansville, N.Y. While living in Dansville she organized 
the ARC, established its first local chapter, and was 
elected its first president. It was in Dansville that she 
and Hubbell met. 

Above: Memorial service for Barton at Glen Echo. In 
accordance with her wishes, she was buried near her 
family members in Oxford, Mass. Barton died at her 
Glen Echo home on April 12, 1912, at age 90. 
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