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York-Hampton Parish

in the Epifcopal Diocefe of Southern Virginia

</*HIS ANCIENT PARISH, throughout

the years, has borne witness to the Faith
in, the Triune GOD which was the Foundation
of the Lives and noble works €f our Fathers. It
continues today to witness to the same TRUTH

supporting us.

Let your light so shine before men that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 43*8

YORKTOWN
VIRGINIA

Weekly



GRACE (YORK) CHURCH
1697-1957

A Brief Account
of its History

By: Charles E. Hatch, Jr.
Colonial National Historical Park
July 15, 1958
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@RACZ (YORK) CEURCH

Grace Church stands today, as it has for more than two and a half centuriss,
on the high bluff in the henrt of historie Yorkiowm with vhich it has zlwnys boan
closely assocliated in times of peace a3 well as in timss of wvar., For =l) of this
time it has been playing 3 valuable role in helping to meet the religious needs
of tovm, commmity and parish. The camments of the visitor to Yorktoun about 18k0,
2g reported in the Souchaern Literary Messenger, arc prehaps as timely now as when
originally penned although he ssw the chwreh when it stood strictly in ruin.

The site of the Church 13 superd, immedistsly on the lofty bank of

the sparkiing cesmilsan waters of tho majestic York. The spot is

sonsecrated by the ashes of the illustricus dead, the charms of

mtwre, itz antiguwe rcollections and the clasais assoclations of

the Sliege and Surwn&@r.{a)

The congtyuction of a new York Parish Chwrck wmg wmdertaken in Yorktown just
a faw years after the town w3 lald out im 169l. Tas date of its conmstructl on,
shough not specifically given in the records, is normelly accepted as 1697 chisfly
from an entry mde in the county Order Book under date of October 26, 1696 in
wnich Governor Francis Richolson pledged "to give...twenty pounds sterling if
within two years they bulld a brick church at the same town [Yorktown/" to wiaich
ke, aiso, agrsed to glve 5f towards a courthouwse. Preswmbly this comdition was
met, ab least there is clsar reference, although incidenta) referemce;, to "the
wew Church” ia 1701.

1, Grace Church, in the Diccese of Southern Virgiaia, serves York-Hampton Parish,
including Yorktown and the surrownding area. The Chrch and its churchyard
cccupies Lots 35 and bl in the Town of York. In Pebraary, 1957, the Church
hod about 137 cosmamicsnts and was ministering to same 276 personz.

2. Voluse X, p. 41. (Jermary, 1844)



«

Sentury .

TErreLie

m.H
. e,

9 -

k4

b

e in il Llgivlossahy

s

wwterior of Tors Choran a8 it iy
5 e p Dtudy Suet

Paboy, Jr., e o

]
e Ao

TR §
e

Py
£

{i2)



In 1713 town Lot Ho. b4l, adjacent to “the Laend whereon the Church standeth",

éﬁ wmummmmwmwuummzmumwmw"
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v Thus, the religicus seat for York Parish, which extended above and below Yorke

»rr vry r'{

: ,-;‘,;_v-l ;.%gm, was moved to the nev center being established on the York directly across the

uctim, one of the first Virginian frontier ms, vas opened 1o setilement in
the 1630's and the accustomed Zoglish religious beliefs and the usual chwrch
5 mim‘bioﬂ came with the settlars. York Parish come into being in 1632 and

" § seemingly had taken definite form as early as 1638, for in that year it had an

'r{;tnducted minister, Its neighboring parish to the uorth was Chiskiak (a name later
changeatoaampton) which is lmown to have had a minister in 1635 and o have been
fxremam declared & parish in 1640, Martin's Hundred Parish bordering it to the
vast hed been formod, at least generally, even earlier, perhaps, soom after the
oatabnshmnt of this plantation on the James sbout 1618,

In 1706 York and Hampton Parishes were combined to form York-Hampton
. Parich which was further enlarged in 1712 by the official addition of

1. This Lot, No. 41, comtinues in Church ownership although for much of the
Wﬂodl?&kto].émmseaninalymnawdupnmupmpertyemm
as "Church burying ground”. ork County Records, land Books for 1858,
;366218(6 18’;3&1;11880 Deed Book No. 6, p. 223, and, Decda and Bopds
. lP'
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*Merchsant’s hundred” (Martin's ﬁnndfed) Parish to the west, Thus it
wed that in the eighteenth century the Yarktown Church, ss reported in
172h, was the religious hub af a geographical ares some twenty miles
long and sbout four miles wide {nine square miles.) There were about
200 femilies and two churches in the parishe In his church at Torktown,
Raverend Francis Fonteihc hed some "ithrae score communicants,® the other
church, 3oms oight miles away, had "about twenty.®

It wes elscted in 1697 aot to build the Yorktowun Church of brick
despite the Governor'!s encouragemsnt, Ferhaps he wes not disappointed,
however, for they did build of durable material, 2locks of nstive merl(1)
wera cut from the York Aiver cliffs and these were lsid up in mesonry
forms These hardencd aliost to ihe consistency of stons end ths walls
remain today despits many vicissitudes, /o sriginally constructed the
Church was in the sheape of a rectangle, lying sast and west on the long
axis and meadguring 28' x 55" with the main entrance st the west end and
the alter, a3 was customery, to the east. It would sppear thst ecclesias-
tical law was Pallowed acrupulously in regerd ts tha location snd arrange=
ment 9L the Church even though it required placing the building snpularly
on 1ts lot which wes los 35 on the town plan,

A3 Yorkiown and iis Church grew and became progperous, it seemingly

l., This was composed of deposits of shells of vurisus types mixed with muck
and clay of the »nce ocean boitom, The lime in the decomposing shells
in composition with the clay has produced "& dense rocky substance knowmn
23 merl," While wet, or under water, it i1s soft but sun and air exposure
cause the lime to erystallize asnd sets up the mass in ®stonelike hardness,"
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Aamsadre Sarinler ca #io Billeting Flan
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becane too small end reguired an addition. This took the form of & wing
{28* x 29%) with walls 27 inches thick, couverting the duilding iato
the form of & "?". This butlding shape {s shown on a French dbilleting
plan of Yerktown drowm ia 1731, mewmw.bmamm,
00, as such is shois on Britlsh OQeperel Jukin Graves Simece's water
solor of Yorktown siwtched in 1781, as well =s on 3 sketch of Yarktowm
done by » maval ofitcer in 1755. Unfortuwmatsly oo description of the
chwreh {ntarior az L axisted in the eighieanth contury is xnown.

Grace Chureh stiii has the ancieat commmion sarvice of Hampton
Parish wlch rempins in azs. It comnsists of g chalice and flagon of
hozmered siiver msle in London in 16h9, and may well be the oldest church
silyer in regulsy wse in Virginis, Zach plecs carrizs the inscription:
PHAMPPOX PARRISH Ii 73EX CCLEOY D! VERGINIA.™ It seews not of ricod
vhether the "Pifty Pounda Cuwrrent Koney" left by Philip Lightfoot in his.
w11, in 178, actually vent to the purchase of another "handsom Flagzon
and Challice" to be spgraved with his arms, for "the Uee of York Chwrch”™
m”mwwrwmmm,"ummw;ﬁ.m |

The Charch's bell, inscrided "!'ork?trglnial'{%"(a) is ancthar of

1. York Counmty Recoxda, ¥ills and Inventorius, 17hGwl Ps 105. In
the same will Lightfoob 1eft forty powesis ek, "in Goodz,™ for
"the Pcor of Yorvhwwton Parish,”

2. It also has 5 cross reseshling the Avelion (but with the bottom leg
aplit amd 1ts haives spilayed) at each ernd of this inscription. Alsc
tm.m;mm: "Recast,, Pailadelphia 18821 By Hooks Smelting
Compaxy .
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t.he parish's prized possessisnse Its broken {regnents were {found in
hiladelphia in 1882 where they were recast to berestored to duty in
1389, It appsars now that the bell was probably not given to the Church
by good Tueen ame who disd in 171k, Rather it would seem that this bell
now in vse in the Church cupala may have been initially procured for use
-~ by York County in its courthouse steeple, At least the County made an
allwance for such a bell in 1720,

The burial ground now swrrails the church and scoupies much of
Iot 35 on which it stends, Scemingly it has Seen long in use and has ree-
ceived many burials, very probobly many mors than ars now marked, Fvie
dently 3t wes in use @ carly 28 September, 1701, for sbout the 15ty of
thot month Captain Nevill, of the warship Lineoln, was baried here after a
se~rice in the church wﬁich TJovernor Nicholson attended, IZventually the
area was onclosed for in 178k thern was specific mentin~ of the "Church
%Wally™ 2 nart of which was zaid to stond setually on an sdjascent lot,

It ig of record that the Yavk farish Charch at the turn £ the seven-
teenth century was, perhaps, = poor cmrch, st least in finaneial terms.
It was for this reason that it Was consslidated with Hampton Parish and
again with *Merchant's hundred.” 3y 1724 the economics of the situation
had materially changed. York~Haarton Purish now Supported the Reverend
Mre fontaine, a man of Huguenat descenﬁ, rather mceely with the awmal
pament »f 20,000 poﬁrds of swretescanted tobaces a yeor in additiom to

the remular fees, The glebe =mbraced 180 zeres of lend and e house which



the Parish maintained. 7ven though there were no public schools, a
mmber of small schools were already established, "to teach children

to read and write whare a convenient rumbar of scholars ean be found,”
In this period it, sccording to Bishop Yeade, was "one of the most
?.,j«;, desirzkle @wisheg] in the' State.” The Reverend Bartholomew Iates of
::55;"; ‘iddlesex County, {a example, would have exchanged his position for it
. if his salary had not been raised from 16,000 pounds to 20,000 pourds of
ﬂ? ) tobacco and his glebe=house rebaired and enlarged.

The Yorktown Church, like those in osther lscalities, very probobly
was a social center mich as thal deseribed for Virgiria churches in general
hy 3, Haelaren Brydon amd ary Coodwin

The Church m‘.ih its regular weakly servicss sccupiedeeea

mich larger place in the sacial life of the community. There

was a time set during the service for »fficial notices, the

rexding »f the Sovernor's proclamatisn, new laws requiring lo

be mreousht quickly to the xnoulszdge of the people, and other

natters of importance. It was the cne regular opportunity

o {for scattered neighbors t> meet and discuss neighborhod af-

fairs and business, and, when nced arogse, the wider aspects

f . ‘!';h (1)
A3ET of Colonial affairs and problems.

ot ‘ 1. '"The Colonial Churches in Virginias," a booklet published through the
e courtesy of the Joseph W, Bliley Funeral Home, Richmond, Virginia,
Mia, in cooperation with the Virginia iutumn Travelomue, sponssred hy the
i o Virzinia State Chamber 5f Commertce Ne Dey Ne do



Same of Bishop William Meade's commienis seom very appropriate

nere: V...hefore and for some tizme after the Revolution there =3

~

fin Yorktmg one of the most delightful societies anywhere to be

found, consisting of Axklers, Archers, Givbons, Jamdesons, Macauwleys,

-~
»

Hicholsons, Griffins, Helsons, Digmeses, Imiths, Popes, Sheilds,
Zouches, &o. ALl of these, with the other Swdldies of the place, and

Zrom the country around, £illed the Spiscopel Church in York, and fowd
(1)
2 nappy, undivided soclety.”
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This Immrowment in the Poxish’s comdition wvory likely was due o
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she quisi rise of Yorthown ag a Rey trade center. It could wery well
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of York Churen through the construeticen ¢f ito zordth wing., Abou

ot

1750=175%0 Yoritown alone probably had o population in excess of 2,000,

.

A growlng and actl-m congregation plus bobtier ihen average finuncial
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added, oo, by the oromimity of ihe wvew coliege, William and
Hory. The resul? of theze varlous facitors was the attraction of able
ministers, a mumber o vhon served, toe, on the faculty at Willian and
Hary. There was t_he Reverend Francils Fountaine who ninistered o e
Farish for twenly-soven yoars, as well as serving as Professor of

Jeiental Languagos at the Onllege for bwenty of these years, Perhaps

. 01é Churches, Minlsters and Families of Virsinia (Philadelphia,
=, 18570, I, ooc.

i




the most noted was the Reverend John Camm who took ower York Parish in

1749 and sbout the same time became Professor of Divinity at the Collage.
Cam took up the fight against the famus "Two Penny Act" passed by

the Virginia Assembly in 1753, This Act allowed the payment of clerzymen

in Virginia currency at the rate nf 2 vence per pound of tobacco, Thisg

e mt that in lean tobaces years, as in 1753, when ths price of tobacco

&
; éf- rose, that the clergymen, when naid in currency instead o f tobacco, c2uld
”’:;i not orofit in the increase. His oppositis: t- the "/et" lemporarily cost
:,:'h Camm his professorship ot the College. He went to 'England to seek its

i ;‘ invelidotion ard, for a time, succeeded in the eighteen months thet te
:’%j wus there, He then returned t~ the Cslony ¢5 lead the clergy in their

i‘l ! Fight in the courts, even publishing in 1763 his "Single and Distinet View
j’: of the fct vulgarly calied the Two Penny Act."™ In Caun's own actisn azainst
‘ his vestry, Lw> of his parishioners (Jecretar; Thomzs lelson and President
4* William Selson) refused i 3it ~n the case sirce their relationship wes
t1o close b~ the principal, The elergy's essentially unsuccessful fight
%’; becane a prolonged legal battle thet did muei to bring into prominerce

fq‘*g Patrick Henry, whose eloquence wss irstrumental in defeating a suit for
35{ damages brought by a minlster i:. Hapoyer County., This cmtroversy which
:‘\? blaged for 2 while was osne of the embers that led to the zrawth of revolu=-
*:-3 tionary sentizent in Yirpinia,

Q} Camn wes reinstated in his Professorship in 1763 and, in 1771, wes
“: elected t> the Presidency of the Collsge. & staunch Tory, he was rensved
o S L

& in 1777 and it may be that te was removed a3 ‘Hnister of YorkeHaptam

L:‘ Parish at the same time,

L
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Such wag the political clipate on the ave of the Revolutidz: andé
during the early war years. It seems clear thati Yorktcwn and York-idargrton
Parish were loyal to the Americen cause despite Camm and others of his
leanings, Y¥any of ihe vrﬂrw* pers at York Church nroved good meitriobs and
loyal leaders, non2 seduir @nown then Thoras lelson, Jr., signer of the
Dezlaration of Independoncs, a war governor of Virginia, and Commnder of
the State Militia Forces at the Siege of Yorkiounm. wWhen he died in 1788

iz remins wera placed in the Helson frrdlly plot adjacent to the Church

+

-

here they stlll rsgt, zoar those of his father, William Nelson, whe o

B

¥

&

.

gy .o - ~ryet 5% Y apsd ad -4 . ~ . v R o m
served as President of Yirginia's Council, and occasionally as Acbing

¢ 173 . R ey d ", B fen
Governor of Virginia. 7President Nelson, it is sodd, was "constand in

his attendance ai ine srdinary service of God and the celsbratlon of

the Lord's Supper, and axhibiting unaffosiod and fervent devotion.”

142 ]

It is rvegretiablis that no aolonisl vestry boghs swrvive to t2ll moyn of

the leaders of whwe warizh, the operation of e ahwrch, and the
of Zhurch facilitios.

The Revolutiomary war brought meny changes to Yorktown and ithe Church
43 well., Duriag the war those who could Plad apd many did not retwrn. As
bime passed, otacrs followed sulb. Agricultues f;"eu worse, trads f2ll off,
land values dropped and dopresszad condiiions remaulied. This, oius the loss

of popularity for the spiscopal Church In general had seriocus weaning fov

3

1. ¥eade, 0ld Churches, I,




the ZorkeBamton Parish Churche This was despite the leadership of
clergymen such a3 the Reverend Yr, 'Sheild "an intellizent and plous nan®
o was a bit of "a fethodist® who eould mreach with vipor of "hell,
damation, an! death.®

York ceased 45 be the desirahle pz_zrizh that it had been for several
generations and numbers of pesple in the arca associated themselves with
tie nower denominatiorns, It was in this period that nany Episcopal churches
"monlde-ed away® with ministers bereft, tongregotiors small, parish lands
zome, finaneial support neglipgidle amd rejudico rife cgaimwt the Church
as an Inglish institution,

York Church, however, eontimied active and did not lapse in the poste
war jeors. This was due, perhaps, to B personal plety of some of its
faithful adherents, particularly to members of the lielson family. 3ishop
William Yeade, writing a halfecentury later, attributes Colonel iush :elson,
son of President Willian Yelson, with being "a kind of lay prescher" in the
Upiseonal fanilies » 7 lorke He read the service and pave the sarmon on
alternate Sundays in the sbsence of a minister (every Swxlay when there was
no minister) and instructed 38 the sccesion werrented.

One such occesion ﬁas the mreparation of cardidates for confirmation
at '.’o&km soon af'tar the retuwn af Bishop Hadison from his consecration
in lo~don on September 19, 1790, "n the morning 2f the service, iiclson
asserbled the group priocr to ol g to church and lectured on tha nature of
the rite, This was the first such service in Yorktowm, in Virginia, and.



porhaps, in 4America. Geoi'ge Carrington Mason, former hdstoriographer
of the Mocese of Southern Virziala, has concluded that: "3ince the
rite of cmfirmation can only be nerfaraed by a bishop and the Inglish
Churech in the colonies had bheen headed by the Bishop of London, uho never
cane to this country durlng i'e colonidl period, tiis was zlmost certainly
the first Anglican confirzation service in ‘merica, as is stated in the
memorial tablet on this [Mhweh/ building ... fShichS is believed to do
the third sldest church building in 7irginia, belng excecdsd in age only
by Yerchant'!s Hope Chmach in ri-ce ‘eorge County and by the T1d Brick
Church 1n Tslo of Wight County eos™ L) |

Physically, Tork Chreh guflfored severaly from the danages of wor dure
ing the Sdogo of Torktown in 1792, Cormwallis found 4t usoful as a magasime
. an:l'_"the ™oWS % wirﬁéws of the Clnrech M all broke and destroyed® to the
extont of 150 ; ‘%) Tro Chureh sooms to have escaped tho full destructive
force of allied gunners durin? the bomberdment from Sctober 9 to fctober 17.
Latery howsver, in 181L, it wss emsuwed by fire a3 a gererel conflusration
bagan, sccidentally, on the waterfront below and swept up int> the towm arca |
shova the hill, The Church alons with sther structwres in the vicinity,
suffered heavily., Only its massive, rhwable marl walls were laft,

1. From an alddress given Yy . Mason at Orasce Church in Yorktoun, Va.,
. on Jctober 19, 1947, ertitled "Sarly iHstory of (Grace Church and Yorke
Hampton FParish, Virginia," Trenseript in files of Colondal National
Historical Parke

2, Tork County Records, "Clalms for losses of York County Citisens in
Aritish Invasion of 178X, pe To.




*‘. & part £ this effort, mt destined to succeed, was to make it

‘ "of worship freo for Christians of &1l demdmdnstions,”

». R 13 t, too, that the present stucco exterior finish may have heen
ﬁddﬁd Bi this time, some say £ sbliterate tio ugly scars and atains of

. 'igt\mrk vas cozpleted by the £all ard in September Ythe mew chweeh
o d‘- York' vas cansecrated by Bishop ¥illian bade. ZIvidently the encrpetic
mmg mtox-, The Rev. Charles Minnegerode, had done a good Job in getting
'finmcial tdd and in seeing the work complsteds It would sppear thet the

i fam Grets Churen cane dnto use st this time, 1t rirst kroun applicstion
% .rlier the @08t likely designation

bei.ng in a Diocesan meport in 13L9,
mm %0 have been York Chuwreh, elthouzh Yorkhampton (Yorie-tzampton)

Chureh, or the Church at Yorktown are also likely candidates as well,
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Zuring the Federal asccuration of Zorktoun in the Civil Vier tle
chureh waS sgain used £or military purroses. A Signel towor was crected
an its roof, the bu:.ldirg ves nartly dismentled and the 7runis vobbed
of its colonial ehurchyard wall, These danages were nst as wholly dew
vastating as earlier omos, amwever, wl secringly the church wes syon
back in service. It Was reported in 1907 that: “ifter tie [ivil/ war
the lats Dre /T, Bo/ #harton 3ms very mueh interested in tie restoration
of the church and warled hard to krep the bullding from £3ling ints the
bands of some other demomination which would gladly have pald for repalre
ing it Por the sake of possessing 2 historieadl church, n(2)

The Yorkellaapton parishoners, though small in mmber, remdned loyal
and nersistent and kept their narish cnarche Vory slowly te Orsce Church
emgragation dgvelsoped strength and 211 the while the chuech was active,
Sventuelly this aenifested itscl? in foprovemsnts in tho building, In tlo
1920tg, timm were changes culainating In consideranle wak whilch ineluded
a belfry, a doorway and a 3mzll rose Windowe Five years later tiv churche
yerd wall was rebuilt in eolor:i.al siyle on its original 2lighwent, [dtorpe
tians o the interior were designed to improve its attractiveness, al-
though most changes wers not nade 4 the agwmer of atric“:. eightecnth=century
restoration. In this perisd, tro, and a little later, som repadrs 4o

1. ‘!ary B, Mlcou, "The Colorial Churches of York County, Virginia® in
We s Clark (ed.) Colonial Churches, A Series of Skotches of C}nrchea

in +tho ’h‘&gi_;‘nal Co. EBZ K ? ? s 2D »
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(1)

shurchyard tombs were made and the grovestones of Zlizabeth and George
Read were moved here from the old cemetery on Buckner Street, found vaen
the street was veing regraded. Colonel Gearge Resd had married Zlizabeth,

the daughter of Hizolas Martiauw, the first to live on the Yorktown site.

0

Their son, Benjanmia 32a8d,; sald 50 acres of hiz grandfather's matent i

allow the survey of Torkiown in 1501.
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t was not wniil 1547 that a serious ond dctailed study o

appearance of Gmze Church was lawnched and this was largely the resuls of

funds made awvailable for the m e by Mrs. Arthur elly Svans, o Triend
2

>

o8 the chursh. Tho Yosiry then desigmaisd o restoration commities.

b 3 e oy £BLT

-3 . waa S - B p % Tty "ol ol e E R FaN
A2searcd SOt wulktayy, Lne counsel of the dational Park Service stafdl in

3,

Yorktown was gowftl and the services of an architect were secureod in e

-~

person of J. Ivereuie favber, Jr., of Lynebburg, Virginia.

Systembic archeologlceal explorstion was bertaken by she Tnona

>

¢
2

7 M 1her 3 41 3 el 5 Natd Doyl et a
in Aprili and ¥ay, 15h7, wmder the supervision off Hational Park Sorloo

- .

Sogional Archeolagisy J. 0. Herringhbon., This lod to some very imporbsnd
sonclusions. &% tne 2nd of the project, 15 wos olear thal the prosent
cmueh rests on, and includes puch, original work and retains the initial

2

seasurenents of the building. It was clear from the findings tant oo

north wing, the Zamdations of which coniinue visible above

h! About 1857, Bishop Meade reported timt the only legible toxds, umong
the mny in the shwchyard, were those of Sootch Tom Nelson, Presifiegt
William Nelson ?1772), Abrabam Archer (1752), Susannah Reignolds (1758)
and Jane Freni (1753). 01d Churchos, I, 215.

14
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ground, Was an sighteenthecentury addition which was not rebuilt, as
wes the nain bady of the chureh, in the mideninetsenth éerﬂ.ury. It
becae ennally clear that there had been no additions to the structure
excent this north wing. Thers was archeological evidercs, too, regarde-
ing the norir wing entrance, floor slsvation, plasiered walls, and such,
Jelnfui nf;jects included window vlasa, iron nails, plaster and @noden
nailing hlacks at the north entreance. There was evidence, a8 would be
expected, »f inside turials i~ the winz but these were not investizated.
Architect Tauber at the same time laiched an irvestigation »f sther
sources that might aid in the accumulation aof descriptive dates 1In this
ne ¥was alded by members of the stai? of Colonial Hational Historied Fark
and especially by r. Gearge Carringiosn Mason., At an ecrly stang, sreas
of the relatively new st.ucco cover over the exterior of the church were
strimed away in szarch of architectural detail. There were rewards,
‘r, Tamber could report hopefully in fay 19L7 that:
" .es We have, obwioualy, Jdefi-itely located the original sonth
doyrway and the original large window in the east end of the
building, I feel, too, that we have esseatially established the
fact that whatever the size axd shape of ths original windows,
they wers, doubiless, located i the aresa now occupled by the
madern large windowld, dWhorevser we have not Jound any definite

and esacrete evidence t2 brar thls out,y I still feel falrly certain

15
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that the original Churen had a gallery in the west end, I Tew
lieve that we have even further substantiated the fact that the
north wing wes mot e pert 2f the sriginagl structurs by removing
stneco at the juretizn »f the north wing walls and the main

(1)

cuilding."

Al

The rwoiect was aivonced o the ooint that “r. Fouber prepsred oree
liainary plans for the recorsiruriion praject. These included 2 rendered
elevation »f the exterior as .arell 22 =n interdisr view to show 'ouw the
building mayr have looked in the sizhteenth century at the noi-t of its
maodmm size. These prelininery intzerprﬁetive skaetches inecluded 11 of
the data gseen irn the existiny structure, all zrcheologmical findines, axd
21l det:dl from docurentary source msterials plus custonary oracticss and
usages knwin i> Colornial Virzi-la. These were a part o t'e srchitect's
repart made on June 30, 1947. r. Fauber felt then that ®If fuft?:er To-
saarek i3 as lucrative as hes heen the research up to t}ﬁs noint, we will
te very fortunate and will be avle 4, perhacs, very accurataly rasisre
this unusaal building Lo its fommer besuty and glory, and s» arranze the

building that is may continue to “e useful as the active Parish Chwreh of

1. Ietier to Superintendent ©. i, ‘umel, Colonial ‘“atinnal !idztorical
fark, dated the 23th, in Park file TL0=02.3, Research: Grace Church,
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(a; .
Yorz-gampton Parish.” The restorstion project lapsed here and did not go boyond

the stuly and estlmmtes stage.

Trhe most recent change in the physical appeexance of Grace Church was the
addition of a "Utility ¥ing” carried out much in the manner succinctly given in a
mress notice of June 23, 1951 datelins: "The vestry of Grace Church, Yorktown will
let contructs soon o add a utility wing to the historic colonial chpche. Included
in the wing will be two Sundsy 3chool rooms, a vestery room and vandrobe and s heating
plant for the entire bullding. The outward structwxe will be finished to match tha
old church snd will adjoin the rear wall in order uot to changs the srchitectural
appesrance of the mich-admired bullding."(2)

In this form and with an increased mumber of parishoners, today Grace Chorch
sontimies to serve its parish and the commumity at large. It adds Lmeaswrebly, 0o,
to the historic scene of wvhich 1t is an integrml payt. To the end that itihis role wild
continue, the Church Trustees, acting on behalf of tie Vestry, on ¥ay 28, 1958, con-
sumated an agreement granting the United States of America "a right of use or casenment”
with mutunlly agreed control for "the preservation of the edifice and grounds of the
said Grace Episcopal Church in their historical charecter™. In the dead it is related
that ™t 18 in the mdlic interest to preserve for the inspiration snd benelit of the
people of the United Staltes this landmark which i3 recognized as possessing naticnal
significance through its clogse association with ths founding and growth of our Country,
25 well as its role in two great wars.” It i{s assured, hovever, "that the sald Church
and its grounds designoted as Yorktosm Lots 35 and 41" shall continue t0 de used “for
divine worship, for the conduct of religicus curemonies, and for other activities
‘wsuslly incldent to the conduct of chuweh affairs, and for the burial of the dead,™ 3]

1. "pericdic Research Report (To June 30, 19%7) Restoration of York-Hanmpton Church,
Yorktowm, Virginia,"” p., 20. There is a copy in the files of Colonial Hational
Historical Park,

2., Hewport News, Va., Dally Press, Sunday, June 74, 1951.

3. This agreement wns a part of a deed effecting property exchange batween the Church
and the United States. This involved the transfer of Yorktown lot Ho. 72 from the
Church to the United States and the transfer of “part of Lots 3 and 40" from the
United States to the Chwreh. (York Cownty Records, Deed Book, Ho. 12%, pp. 119 £f.,




Colonial Grace Church
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APPENDIX I:

Ministers of YorkeHampton Clmreh
and Perish (A Partial list)

Fousce, Stephen (169m-1702)
Slaghter, #r. (1702 )
GCondwin, Mk )
Fontaine,Francis (1722-2749)
Cemma, John (1749-2777)
Sheild, Samuel (ce 1786~1769)
Henderaon, Jemes (1793 )
Scott, ( )
Brocksnbaugh, ( )
Andrews, Robert ( )
#innégarode, Charles E. (1847-1649)
Withers, Edward (18L9« )
inbler, Thomes ( )
Burch, ¥, M. ( )
Hundlay, A Y. ( )
Wharton, Dre L Be ( )
Lee, Willioem B, (1877-1899)
Kurts, Floyd (1899-1901)
Les, ¥William B, (1902-1912)
Jones, 2, Ruffin (1913-1922)
Goodwing He Ae Re (1923-1927)
Bentley, John B, (1927-1930)
Laird, Williem (1930-1932)



Purdan, Col. Afred A,

Showell, John Letcher

Craighill, Francis H,
LaBarr, Ceorge P,
Alley, Alfred 1.
Whittman, Robert, 5. S,
Barton 11X, George Ie
Zabriskie, Ce A

Zebriokis, Co As

Davis, Cordon B.

s A AT SR g s w7 SR

(1933-1936)

(1937-2940)

(19L0-1952)
(19L0=1942 Yicar)
(1943-1946 Viear)
(1946=1949 Vicer)
(19L9=1950 Lay Viear)
(1951=1952 Lay Vicer)

(1953-1956)

(1957= )



APFENDIX Iis
TREFAPTON PARISH « 172k

It 1s fortunate that at lssat one parish report written in
Colonisl days has been preserved. This, by The Revarend Francis
Fontaine, "Minister of York-Hampton Pardsh,” is dated May 1, 172k,
Hs reported that he had come to Tirginia in day 1721 and until
November, 1722, when he moved to the YorkeHampton "eure," he had
servad at 5t, HMargaret's Parish in King ¥illiem County. He vwss a
duly ordained minister hsving besn licensed by "Dr. Robinson, late
Lord Bishep of london, t9 officiate a8 & missionsry in the Governe
ment of Virginia," ¥e had been minister in the parish, whers he
resided, for a yesr and seven months “without induction.®

He described his parish a8 20 miles long and four ailes broad,
absut nine square milss, It included about 200 families ad two
churched "sne in York Town® and the other about eight siles from it.
it ¥York Town®™ there were Ssme 60 communiemts znd about 20 at the
other church. Some "two thirds of my parishionsrs .../Were/ comsonly
present st livine Sarvice.” His snnual income was &150 growing sut
of 20,000 pounds of "Jwset Scented Tobacco™ and 8 "few perquisites,”
The latier included five shillings for each marriage for which the
“Banns® were published, 20 shillings for "a marrisge by license” and
LO shillings for"a funerel Seraon.” lle had "a Glebe Fouse and
Glabs™ of some 180 acres, Ho lived ia the housa, which had "been
lately repaired, at the expense of the Perish,® and occupied the

nD
(]



land hinself, Thera were o public schasls in the 2ariah and no
parochial livtrery, 'owever "here and there amall schools oee/had
been/ set up, to tesch children to resd and write, wheve a number
of SENOlars o.ef/Couli/ be found.”

in regerd t2 service, he read sragvers sl crecched avery Sandey -
™in the morning at >me of ay Churches and in the alternoon atthe
other, &8 also on Uhristmes Day and Sood #riday.” The "lecrament of
the Lard's Ouprer® wes siministersd elpht tlmes in the ysar, four
tinas (Scater, Hhit&unda?,)ﬂichaelmas g Thristmas) at esch churche
He set aside zvery Jjunday afternoon in Lent o woll &3 L0other
Sundgys "in the alternson Immediately after Jvoninz mrayer for the
mblie céteehising the youth, servants and slives in my Farish.™ de —
Talt that there were wo "Infidels” in his Parish "exeept slaves.”
"1 ozhort thelr Hasler Lo sond them to me, o be instructedes.in
order to iheir converzion I kave set spart syery Saturdsy in the
afternaan snd cateching ihzm at my Olsbhe “suse.” He felt that all
things vare July "dissosed and provided™ in Soth His churches *for

the decent and ordorly rerformance of divine service® gxcept "surplices

are wanline,” "iIut ithe Testry will soon providas itheml”

Drawn from "iueries to be mswersd Yy every Minlster, 172L7 in the
2apers folatinyg Lo the listery of the Church in “irsinia, 15501776
adited by Fl.liam -revens L6ITYe ipivately Tinted, 15/0s Fared 2.l=3e




APPENDIY II1:

A Attespt at Rebuilding..12hy

Although the attemp$ to rebulld the York Town Church in 1841 endcd
in failure the mmbtarinl that follows is of intersst., It 1s talen o
papers in the hands of Mrs. John J. Ballentine (Dogue, Virginia). Thess
same papers also roveal that on June 18, 1832 williem Harkins aml
Thores G. Tinsley wore authorized "to find church ?..s.te of York iHemptan
Parish and dispose of soame to the best advantage.” A decade et:::‘lier
(July 27, 1822) Jokn K. West had been "apvoinited o look afbter the wastry
books of York Hempton Zuxish,”

"An Appeni 1o the Libersl and the Plous!
{Joted as fraw the 7 ticmnd_] Saguires of Hay 26, 1841 G’ )
"Our atienticn has been called by a r*"r‘w‘;able sorpespandent Lo Tho
following commnadceation and we ia turn ¢alil iae attention of our mvwsdorn

10 the propositicn 1t comveys. Our own seilp 1z elmost erply and iy xight

o

we would contrituia o tha object is too sumll o e counted, Wt Lhere oxe

»

\.:

chhers in the lasd, o wvhon a graclous Frovideneo has awarded 30 gy -
we good things of hds 1ife, who mdght zlwe fvom thelr garners enougn lo
advance the objest which 1s propesed. 7o thewn this appeal, we hope, wry
ot e made in min,

Sremmmicatad

"01d York Town
"The inhabitaats of York Town in Virzinia, since the zreat conflagrniion
which took nlace there in March, 182k dwring the late war, and by which czong

spny other dullliags insinding ils Court houss, the anclent Zpiseonel Jreh



was consumed, aeving been without a comwetilent house for religious purposes,
ars desircus, and indeed are mking efforts among themselves, to rebulld

wpon the venaradblsz vut delapidated Walls which remaln standing, a uxdtable

nlace for that surpose. The smll mumber of vesidents, and their

rapparative poverty lixndting thelr means, an lavitation is herehy o

%o the public ¢ large wo ke conbributisns,

"It iz the wdsh sk design of the zitizens of the towm, and

zontributions are sollclted upon the conditiom, that when the bullding my

% % 3 - 5 T 1 KR § AT A .
B9 camploted, bhe doors of the ~moreh shnil Lo tarowm open to all & s

L lal G P
N ; . . 83wkl e
of the Gospel of good amd lrrseproachablz chaxnoter, witheud ayy distinction

vhatever belins mmmdfecsted in favour of any peatioular sect o denceminatisn,

"Wnen the Chureh st York Town was first sbout to be budlt, neavly ons

Vi iiew
madred and Cifty yunes ag

Pifty jears ano, the Hon. Franuis Hicholson, the Gowmerner of

Hpryland, contributed Lie libkeral sum of tweniy »ounds sterling lu alad of

-:.Ar:; Sl
3 + b R g o B JPTRON - ..m..- T -
the objlecte-ond vhoe now, partlcularly soeng Visgindans, wlll withhsid Ris

sne or his ten, or, avoeng the more afflueni, even hisc mmdrad dollarg, fox

a similar purpose?  Eopecially, too, when he reflects, that the bones of
his ancestors, iz mmuy instences without hig ‘movledge, may be buried

witida the brobon &g wmlls of the nrocan gevveyard, ooy nearly £rown

T with wzeds?

tribubizong, wd semibtances by mil; mmy be made o Sarwel thelld,
slark of the Cowt residing at York Town, o to Robert Aunderscn of

Hillamsburg, cne sf Lue Overseers of thre Poor.”

23
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A Zubscrintion:

"™e old church in York Towm
"he undersirmed, amdous to have the Shell of this Ancient hullding

nee more reared as 3 place of worship fyee for Christians of all
denominations hereby agree to psy 10 Baier 2. Lem (on order) who is
Treagurer and who with villlam Nelson, William Henry Shelld and Nathandl
Taylor are made Prusiees 10 let oud, manage and Superintend the work, the
Sum affixed to each of our names On or hafors e first day of Decembar
sext, And the zaid Trustees, or a Majority <« them, are hereby autzorized 1o
v [grant?]
nreferences Lo appiicants to »reach, avolding as well a.s they can any
chashing &o. Aad if the Subscriptions will justify it the Sald Prustess
are desired %o save the bullding so consirucied as to afford a Sehwol Zoum
or rooms ia the wper 3teory. Giving power (o the Trustees to Supoly any
Yucancy in Office of Treasurer or Trustre. Srd Aprdl 1841"

Subscriptions, at one polnt, totalled $565.00 and some 42 subscribers
are nown by nare:

"Work Church. 3. Sheild's list”s

Sarveel Sheild P2C.00 Robert 1. dardistesd 3500
Hilliem Helson 50.00 Jonn M. Gregory 5.00
fatbanil Taylor 5.00 John M. Xing 5.00
41iliam C. Powell 5.00 Rishard R. Garratt 20,703
BEaker 2. Loe £0.00 . B. Jower 5, G0



b

Jarner Williems (in work) $ 3.00
Cary Wilxinson 5.00
John R. West 5.00
garvin L. C. Salter
1. R. Hottinghem 5,00
Charles Piatt Jor Platt/
Richard Hewill

william S. Malecote
Lewis Hogz, Sr. 5.00
.A11iam H. Sheiid 20.00
Zailey T. 3lidobi 2,90
Thopas Wymne 20.00

- - 5.00

Additiona)l "iubscristlons for Rebullding the 014 Church at York

YJism M. Pettitt
Robert Anderson
Willlam Rowelle
William Howard
Thomms . Russell
Thomms 2. Chismen
Joha 1. Jores
Robert McCandish
George 4. touthall
Horeagu 3owers

2

s, M
- %

John 3. Hmb

Robert 7. inller

irginia,™ vnich wers "o be pald in the cowsse of the year, or when

aereafter called for,” included:
L. ¥, Brigit
James H. Shelld

£20.00
5.00

L. 1. Bowden 5.00

Jilliam Tabb
H. ¥aelarland
"In a letter by mail.

! el ]
Anongmous
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