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Coronado Cave

CORONADO Cave is located
0.75 mile from the Visitor

Center up a moderately steep
trail. A permit, free of charge,
must be obtained at the Visitor

Center before hiking to the cave.

The cave is approximately 600
feet in length, 20 feet high, and
70 feet wide with several crawl

ways and passages, none of
which are very extensive. Allow

two hours for a leisurely,

round trip hike and visit
to the cave. Bring water,
hiking shoes, and two
flashlights per person
-(no-candles^ares or

lanterns).

The cave has been called by sev
eral names, including
Montezuma's Treasure Vault and

Geronimo's Cave. Legends claim

that it was used by the Apaches

as a hide-out when being pursued

by the U.S. Army, and in the late
1800s it was not uncommon to

find arrowheads in the cave.

Conservation

Coronado cave is a unique, natu

ral museum which displays the
geologic, hydrologic, and bio-
logic historv of this region. It is
your privilege to visit, explore,
and learn from this cave.

However, it is also your respon

sibility to help protect the cave's
ecosystem and preserve this
fragile environment for future
generations of park visitors. In
an effort to sustain this delicate,

natural balance and minimize

the impact of people visiting the'
cave, please observe the rules
outlined on your permit.

Geology

The limestone that houses Coronado Cave formed about 250-300 million years ago when southern Arizona
was covered by a shallow sea. Limestone is made of calcite (calcium carbonate grains)—the remains of
ancient corals, sponges, shellfish, and other creatures that use calcium and carbon dioxide dissolved in sea-
water to make their shells and skeletons. When the creatures die, their remains settle to the sea floor where

they are broken into sand and silt particles by waves. These deposits eventually become compacted and
hardened into limestone as they are buried by younger formations.

Coronado Cave was formed by water |
seeping down off the mountains through ^
cracks in the limestone. Caves form near " , - W /

or just above the level where rocks are .r

exposed to rainwater along the cave trad
is evidence of this process. Another
source of a much stronger acid is iron sulfide. Its minerals (primarily pyrite) are in the rocks surrounding
Coronado Cave. When exposed to air, the iron oxidizes or rusts and releases sulfur, which combines with
water to make sulfuric acid. This weak acid welling up from below dissolved the limestone to create the
passages and caverns we see today.




