





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































precinct. A committee consisting of G. Camnnon, Rev. J. G. Landrum,
Col, §. N. Evins, Simpson Bobo, Dr, J., Winsmith, and T. 5. Farrow"
was named to superintend erection of the railing.ll

The ladies were much more successful in their fund raising
efforts than were the men. Employing $25 raised by the ladies,
Spartanburg attorney J. W. H. Legg purchased from the lecal land-
owner, James H. Ezell, the acre lot on which the monument had
been erected. The lot was conveyed by Ezell to "the Washington
Light Infantry of Charleston and their successors."12

In appreciation of their good work, the Charleston Light In-
fantry sent the ladies a handsome gold-headed walking cane fash-
ioned of palmetto.

The men were not near as successful in their fund raising
efforts. On May 7, 1857, the editor of The Carclina Spartan
complained that the Reverend Landrun's pledge had been redeemed
only as far as "the manufacture of the railing is concerned.,”
Within a few weeks, it was "fully consummated,"” when the 30-foot
enclosure was positioned around ''the hallowed spot." To pay for
the railing, the keymen were urged to solicit again contributions
on the next sale day.l4

F. The Vandalization of the Monument

1. The Monument in 1880 and 1897

A theory held by many park managers and visitors that van-
dalization of memorials is a product of mid-twentisth century
society and an urban environment is disproved by history. By

11. The Carolina Spartan, June 3, 1856,

12, Spartanburg County Deed Book EE, pp. 296-97., For a description
of the metes and bounds of the monument lot, the reader is referred to
the chapter of this report titled '"Land Ownerships, 1786-1942," subtitle
"The Cowpens Monument Tract."

Among the ladies contributing toward purchase of the tract were:
Mesdames J, D. Wright, J, W. Carlisle, G. W, H. Legg, S. Bobo, J. J.
Boyd, W. H. Thimmier, G. W. Moore, A. H. Kirby, A. T, Cavis, J. V.
Thimmier, L., C. Kennedy, J. H. Goss, W. C. Bennett, T. S. Farrow,

D. G. Finley, J., A. Lee, H. Mitchell, 0, E, Edwards, J. B, Tellerson,
T, 0. P, Vernon, J. Epton, J. M, Best, J. H, Wilson, R. E. Cleveland,
and J. Farrow.

13, The Carolina Spartamn, Sept. 4, 1856.
14, 1Ibid., May 7, 1857.
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1880, when plans were being made for commemoration of the Cowpens
centennial and erection of the Battle Monument, one of the factors
that caused the committee to locate it on the Spartanburg Square
was the extensive damage done to the Washington Light Infantyy
Memorial and its iron fencing by rural vandals.

A visitor to the site in April 1897 reported:

A great deal of lettering was done on the smooth
surface of the stone /of the monument/ giving the
names of the principal acters in the battle. The
whole surrounded by an irom fence, and it provided
in excellent taste a suitable momento of the stir-
ring scenes it was intended to goumemorate. But
‘the war came on and since then unlicensed vandal-
ism has done its work. The beautifully dressed stone
has been chipped by curiousity seekers, The iron
fence is gone, and now the whole presents an unsight-
ly and desertable appearance which should be replaced
with some ornamentations and somebody put to guard
them against such outrages in the future,'®

2. The Monument in 1928

With the introduction of legislation in Congress which pro-
vided for establishment of a national monument at the Cowpens, the
War Department sent officers at various times to study the area,
One of these was Maj, N. Y. Dulamel, District Engineer for the
Charleston District. Major DuHamel was at the Cowpens in Febru-
ary 1928.

Reconnoitering the area, he observed that the 1856 Washington
Light Infantry Monument was

very badly dilapidated and has suffered through van-
dalism. The Washington Light Infantry is the custo-
dian., A movement has been started to tramsfer it to
the custody of the Spartanburg Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution to prevent further deteri-
oration, This monument is said to mark the spot where

15. Proceedings at the Unvelilipg of The Battle Monument, pp. 18-
19, It was reported in 1880 that "the monument had been utterly
destroyed by vandal hands--even the iron fence around it, and, as
well of the monument itself, had literally disappeared."”

16, The Ledger (Gaffney, 5.C.), May 6, 1897.
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Tarleton's men broke. However, it was not erected
upen the most prominent site on the battlefield."

The monument, Major DuHamel wrote,

is upon an acre of ground owned by the Washington
Light Infantry. . . . The owners of this land have
signified their willingness to transfer it to the
United States free of cost. Local sentiment is in
favor of restoring this monument. It is believed
that a better and more prominent location exists for
any monument which the United States might care to
erect, The owner of this proposed site Mrs. V. E.
Hatchette , . . has stated her willingness to trans«
fer title to the United States free of cost five
acres. . . . Lhe Gaffney Chapter of the Daughters

of the American Revolution have proposed acquiring
and adding to Mrs. Hatchette's five acres an addi-
tional five acres for the purpose of creating a
park.l8

Colonel Landers, on his April 1928 visit to the Cowpens, took
a number of photographs. One of these, included in his published

report, shows the Washington Light Infantry Monument. Landets
captioned his illustration:

Monument erected in 1856 by the Washington Light
Infantry of Charleston, $.C. There is no other mon-
ument or marker on the battlefield of the Cowpens.

Howard's line ran very close to where this monument
is located.

The illustration shows a badly disfigured memorial; the eagle
and most of the engravings are gone, along with the fence. The
eagle had been salvaged, and is now on display in the museum of
the Spartanburg Historical Society.

3. The W.L.IL. Transfers Title and Responsibility to the DAR

As Major DuHamel had reported, custody of the monument was

17. DuHamel to Chief of Engineers, Mar. 19, 1%28, NA, RG 79.

18, Ibid.

19, Landers, Historical Statements, not paginated.
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about to change. The Spartanburg Chapter of the Daughters of

the American Revolution, through their historian, Mrs. Howard B,
Carlisle, had expressed a desire to the Washington Light Infantry
to become custodian of the Cowpens Monument and to restore and
maintain it "at their own expense.” The Washington Light Infan-
try was agreeable,

A deed was accordingly drawn conveying the one-acre tract,
on which the monument stood, to the South Carclina Daughters of
‘the American Revolution. For their part, the Daughters agreed
to: (a) "repair, restore and perpetually maintain the Monument
erected by the Washington Light Infantry in 1856 to commemorate
the Battle of Cowpens"; (b) preserve "the record on said monu-
ment that it was erected by the Washington Light Infantry in
1856"; (c¢) erect on the tract and "maintain any other monuments
or other structures or improvements of any kind the purpose of
which is to promote or preserve patrictic knowledge and interest
in the glorious deeds of our fathers.,”

It was agreed that if at any time the grantees or their suc-
cessors or ''assigns should cease to exist or function as a pa-
triotic socliety or if for any other reasons the terms of this
trust should cease to be carried out, then and in that case the
title to said tract together with any and all erections and im-
provements that may have been placed thereon shall revert' to the
grantor. The deed was dated and signed on April 3, 1928,29

In 1938 the Cowpens Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, having rehabiljitated the memorial, erected an iron
fence on rock footings around it. They then positioned a granite
base and bronze plaque inside the enclosure. The inscription
on the plaque read:

This Monument was erected by
the Washington Light Infantry of

Charleston, $5.C.

L. M. Hatch Capt.
April, 1856

Cowpens Chapter D,A.R,
Custodians
. 1938

As the years passed, the Daughters of the American Revolution
paid less and less attention to their obligation to maintain the
memorial. Vandals again took their toll. , By January 1974 the

20. Cherckee County Deed Book 2F, pp. 396-98,
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handsome iron fence and rock foundation were battered and broken;
several sections of the irenwork have been steolen. The irom
shaft and "British cannon ball" of the 1856 memorial are rusted,
the masonry is eroded and weathered, and there 1s no evidence

of the imscriptions,

4, Recommendations

The 1856 memorial is a historic structure. As such, it is
incumbant that the NPS restore it and retain it on its historic
site. The fence currently enclosing the monument dates to the
1930s, If the NPS can locate a photograph of the 1857 fence,
it would be advisable to replace the present fence with period
fencing.

Before any restoration of the memorial is undertaken by the
NPS, it is incumbent that a detailed architectural investigation
be programmed and implemented. An archeclogical investigation
should also be undertaken to locate the footings of the 1857
fence and other archeological details that may be present,
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Appendix A
A VISIT TO THE COWPENS IN 1857

Obadiah Haggis of Newberry visited several Revolutiomary War bat-
tlefields in northwestern Scuth Carolina, and described his travels
in a series of articles titled, "Fireside Revisitings," published in
the Newberry Conservatist in the spring of 1858. His account of the
visit to the Cowpens battleground appeared in The Conservatist for

May 11,

Riding in a carriage, Haggis, his traveling companion, and driver,
left Spartanburg via the Coulter's Ford Road. The distance to the
Cowpens was 17 miles, and the road

traverses a poor region of chesnut highlands, intersected

at the watercourses by bottom flats of considerable fertil-
ity. It is to be deplored that chesnut lands are not so
rich as chesnut hair; but there is, nevertheless, in these
forests, a redeeming charm in the "boundless contiguity of
shade," which falls upom the undergrowth, deepening its ver-
dure. . . . The impudent blackjack is everywhere rearing

up its squatty shape, . . . The farms, in the vicinity of
Lawson's Fork and the Pacolet, were flourishing with waving

COTM. « «
»

Within 3 miles of the battleground, a shower compelled the trio
to take shelter at the home of a widow and her children. They all
had a "hideously jaundiced complexion." The widow paced to and fro
in the yard, while they sat on her piazza. When they commented on
her prospects for a good corn crop, she replied, "I do not know which
is worst,--to be sick from scarity in time of drought or from the
diseases which follow good seasons.” '

She inquired, "Did you pass a store-house three miles back?"

Haggis said they had, and they had observed that three men were
building a coffin. The widow then explained that

for the last thirteen days, they have made, at that store-
house, from one to three coffins a day; and they ain't done
yet, for there's still others to die. Last year and the
year before last, when we were all burnt up with the drought,
there was no sickness in the neighborhood although we could
scarcely get anything to eat; but now, the rains that have
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brought us plenty have also scattered death amongst us,

They next asked the widow, who had three children (2 glrls and
a boy), about the battleground. :

"Are there any traces of the battle yet to be seen?"
"Oh yes," she answered, "there's the monnyment.”

"Well," Haggis replied, "my dear madam, you do not understand.
Are there any remains in the neighborhood--such as bullets and bones?”

She then explained that her brother on the Greem River Road 'has
plowed up, in his field in front of his house, the butt-ends of pistols,
bullets, bones, and bagginnets, but I do not know if he has any now

or not."

When asked if she had heard the old folks tell of the battle, she
said her grandmother was ouly 2 miles off when the battle began, She

heard

the first gun go off, and I have often heerd her say that

she thought it was some one a killin' of squirrels, for it

was a rifle, But it was followed up by sich dreadful sheootin'
and hollerin', that she know'd it was a battle, Eight times
cannon went off, two at a time, BShe stood still and listened,
until the noise began te git less, and when the firin' stopped
and she knowed which side had whipt, she ventured to the
place, with the rest of the neighborhood, and found the

place all covered with dead people,

The rain having ceased, they said goodbye to the widow and got
back into the carriage. Within a half hour they sighted the battle-
ground. Haggis was unimpressed., As he informed his readers:

Diverted of its thrilling association, a more uninter-
esting spolt cannot be selected in the whole State. In its
present condition, the first object, attracting notice, is
a small field, to the left, with a diminutive meadow mid-
way between its center and the road.l

At the time of the battle, this grassy spot was a savannah;
and it was immediately behind it that Morganm pitched his
camp. From the south corner of the field a farm house can

1. This field would be north of the Goulter's Ford Road and west
of the Green River (Rutherfordton} Road. The meadow was at the head
of Little Buck Creek.
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be seen diagonally across it,2 and along its rear, the ¢b-
server, standing in the road which runs in a northeastern
direction can trace a ridge. It rises into something like
a knoll near the farm-house, and then sweeps round across
the rcad, continuing its reverse course on the right, so

as to form two parallel ridges, equidistant from the cbserv-
er,~-uniting in front of him and losing themselves behind
him in the general level of the country. They enclose a
space erronecusly described as a ravine, and from the right
or Eastern eminence, an easy slope sets off towards Broad
River. The Rutherfordton[?%een Riverf road crosses the
Spartanburg [Coulter's Ford/ road at the upper corner of the
field, and takes its direction, obliquely across the slope,
towards Limestone Springs.

Turning into the Green River Road, the travelers changed direction
to the right "to approach the monument which has been erected upon
the spot where the struggle was the fierest.' Haggis, seeing the
monument, chided: '

What is this put here to commemorate South Carolina's pet
battle? No, no, gentlemen of the Washington Light Infantry,
this will never do,--you must try again., The cannon with
which you celebrated the anniversary would be better than
the ornamental pillar you have erected. Come up again.

. Come with an obelisk of gray granite thirty feet in height,
and Spartanburg will give you a full-sized gray eagle from
her iron foundries; one which cannot be mistaken for a
parrot, but will be recognized for ages, as the appropriate
emblem of Freedom, h%vering over the spot where her votaries
struck so gallantly. -

Haggis spent the next half hour walking threough the woods, recon-
noltering and speculating on the troop positions. He walked up the
road, through the woods, toward "the little meadow in the field.,"

Upon the brow of the rise, he "fixed" in his mind where Haward "paced
anxiously to and fro before his men, and nearer yet to the field,"

he "marked out where Morgan nursed the soldier's determination by
joking him about his sweetheart, while the foe was rushing on." Down
the Green River Road toward Limestone Springs, he estimated, "a hundred
yards, must be where the videts cocked their rifles and peered through
the woods along the slope to catch a view of the approaching enemy.'
As he stood there in the stillness of the summer evening, he could

2, This would be the Byars-Ezell House.

3. The monument had been erected in April 1856,
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"almost fancy, that the old black ocaks whispered to one another,
'mark the epaulette men.'"

Returning to the monument, Haggis reboarded the carriage. The
trio then drove to Limestome Springs, where they spent the night.%

4. Before visiting the battleground, Hapgis had studied all
available accounts of the battle. The May 25, 1858, edition of
The Consexrvatist carried the article Haggis had written describing
the Battle of the Cowpens. A review of this article demonstrates
that Haggis was familiar with these sources: Joseph Johnson's
Traditions and Reminiscences; William Johnson's Sketches of the
Life and Correspondence of Nathanael Greene; David Ramsay's History
of the Revolution of South Carolina; Tarleton, Campaigns
of 1780 and 178)1; and Thomas Young's "Memoirs of Major Thomas Young,'
which appeared in the October 1843 issue of Oriom,
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Appendix B
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF G. M. CHAMPION

"State of South Carolina

County of Cherokee

In the name of God, Amen!

I, G. M, Champion of Cherokee County, being of sound mind,
do make, declare the following my last will and testament, revoking
all former wills made by me at any time.

ltem One. I give, bequeath and devise unto my beloved wife
M. H. Champion all the property I may die possessed of whether
same be real estate, personal property, money, stocks or choses
in action for and during her natural life, and at her death 1t is
my will, wish and desire, that Elijah Robbins who has been with
us a good while and helped me and my wife, shall have thirty acres
of the tract of land known as part of the Robert Scruggs land and
adjoining lands of R. P. Scruggs, Geo. Moore and others, giving
to the said Elijah Robbins the part of the land the house is on
and in cutting off the thirty acres herein to Elijah Robbins same
shall be done with the view and so the remaining part with the
thirty acres shall both come to the road, Giving to the said
Elijah Robbins said thirty acres in fee.

Item Two. After the death of my said wife, I will and devise
in fee to Broadus Dewey Robbins, who is now living with me, all
the residue of my estate of every kind and nature, and it is my
wish and desire that his name be changed to Champion, and I have
so instructed my attorney to take the necessary steps.

ltem Three, I bereby nominate, constitute and appoint W. H.
Champion and M, H, Martin Executors of this my last will and also
Guardians of Elijah Robbins and Broadus Dewey Robbins,

In witness whereof I have affixed my name and seal this the
25th day of January 1910, and signed same in the presence of the
undersigned who, at his request, in his presence, and the presence
of each other have subscribed our names thereto as witnesses,

G. M, Champion

Oliver Evans
C. J,. Hicks
Thomas B. Butler
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Codicil Neo, One

I, G. M. Champion, after making the above as my will, desire
to add this as a Codicil, and make same in every gense part of my
will in the manner and form following that is to say. I wish,
will and desire that in the event of the death of the said
Broadus Dewey Robbins before he attains his majority without
lawful issue their iIm that event, T will that all my property
of every description shall revert to my heirs and the heirs of
my wife.

G, M, Champion"

Clerk of the Probate Court, Box 7, Package 42, Cherokee County
Courthouse, Gaffney, S, C.
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AEEendix G
CELEBRATION OF THE BATTLE OF COWPENS

The 53d Anniversary of the Battle of the Cowpens was celebrated
on that hallowed groumd on the 17th Jan. The Greenville Mountineer

says,

that the day was remarkably fine, and several thousand
of the citizens of Spartanburg and the adjoining Districts
and counties of South and North Carolina, joined in the
Celebration--many of whom were Hexoes of the Revolution,
and several of whom fought in the battle at that place.

A number of citizens encamped upon the battle ground,
on the night previous to the celebration, imitative of
their Fathers on the night previous to that memorable
battle. The dawn of the 17th was ushered in with the
roar of musketry, and the long, loud and repeated huzzas
of the rejoicing multitude, The morning sun rose
bright and clear, and shone through the atmosphere
of smoke, as it did on the morning of that battle,
as the eyes of countless millions of inhabitants had
been directed to that favored spot.

At 10 o'clock, A.M., an extensive military pro-
cession was formed under the command of Col. H. H.
Thomson, as Marshal of the day, and moved to a stand,
erected near the center of the battle ground. The Throne
of Grace was addressed in feeling and pious terms by the
Rev. Hicks, which added scolemnity and additional grandeur
and interest to the scene. After which Major [B.F,] Perry, of
Greenville, (:the orator of the day) arose, and in the
most sublime and eloquent manner, addressed the assembly.
He gave a most glowing description of the battle which
was fought on that ground, as well as a most satisfactory
delineation of the character of the gallant officers
who commanded upon that occasion.

A number of regular toasts were drank, and replies
to letters and invitations from Judge 0'Neall, J, L,
Petigru and Alfred Huger, Esqrs,, were read, regretting
that their private affairs prevented their attendance.
The festival closed with an appropriate report, and an
ode composed for the occasiom by T. F. Smith, Esq.

Army and Navy Chronicle, Vol. 1, No, 7, Thursday, February 12, 1835,
p. 51.
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Tilustration 1.

Historical Base Map:

Cowpens National Battlefield.
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Itlustration 2.

Plat of 1,000 acres surveyed in 1802 for Daniel McClaren
on "the Branches of Island, Buck & Horse Creeks of Pacolet
River including the Battle Grounds of the Cowpens,'" found
in South Carolina State Plats {(2d4), Vol. 39, p. 181, South
Carolina Department of Archives and llistory, Columhia,
South Careclina.
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Illustration 3.

Plat of 1,000 acres surveyed in 1802 for Daniel McClaren

"on waters of Suck & Horse Creek & Camp Branch Waters of
Pacolet River, including part of the Cowpens Battle Grounds,’
found in South Carolina State Plats (2d), Vol, 39, p. 182,
South Carclina Department of Archives and History, Columbia,
South Carolina.
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Il1lustration ¢,

Plat of 2,482 acres surveyed in 1786 for James Steadman
"on the head branches of Island Creek, branches of Broad
River and Buck Creek,’” South Carolina State Plats, Vol. 23,
p. 192, South Carolina Deparitment of Archives and History,
Columbia, Scuth Carolina. Note: The dotted line in the
northeast corner of the survey, skirting the headwaters of
Suck Creek, is the Green River Reoad. The surveyor, unlike
McClaren's surveyor, did not locate or identify the Cowpens
battleground.
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Illustration 5.

Plat of Nathan Byars's 394 acres "on the head waters of
Island Suck & Buck Creeks including his own home &
plantation also including the Cow pen Battle Ground,"
found in Spartanburg Plat Book B, p. 393, Spartanburg
County Courthouse, Spartanburg, South Carolina,

Note: The road alignment in 1876 is similar to that
shown on the McClaren plats,
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Illustration 6.

Plat of 356 acres surveyed in 1845 for Col, Nathaniel Gist

“on both sides of the Green river road and near the celebrated
battle ground called the Cowpens," courtesy of Mrs. C. M. Mosex
of 721 Graham Street, Shelby, North Carclina. Note: 1In the
years since 1826 the road alignment has been changed, and the
Coulter's Ford-Island Ford Road no longer crosses the Green
River Road at a right angle. The road alignment, as depicted
on this plat, is for practical purposes identical to that
which existed until the 1930s.
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Illustration 7.

Plat of 500 acres surveyed for George Williams in 1796
"on watters of Island creek watters of Packelett River,”
found in Loose State Plats, Bundle 196, Plat No. 140,
South Carolina Departmsnt of Archives and History,
Columbia, South Carolina. Note: This survey is on the

Long Branch of Island Creek, southeast of the battleground.

The upper two-fifths of this survey became, in the first
decade of the nineteenth century, the core of the Richard
Scruggs plantation.
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Illustration 8.

Plat of 700 acres surveyed for Isazac Williams in 1806
“on the heads of Island and Suck Creek Waters of Broad
river," found in Spartanburg County Plat Book A, p, 194,

Spartanburg County Courthouse, Spartanburg, Scouth Carolina.

Note: This tract adjoined the George Williams survey on
the northeast. In the nineteenth century the core-area of

this farm bounded on the northeast the Robert Scruggs farm.

The road labelled the Cowpens Road is the Green River Road
and the one designated the Charleston Road feollows in part
the alignment of South Carclina 11-153,
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Illustration 9.

Plat of 455 acres surveyed in 1803 for Will Abbett "on both
sides of Island creek of Packeolet River," found in Spartanburg
County Plat Book A, p. 60, Spartanburg County Courthouse,
Spartanburg, South Carolina, Note: This survey on which
Abbett was living in 1780 was on Island Creek two miles
southwest of the battleground and adjacent to the Coulter's
Ford Road. The cowpens, which gave their name to the battle,
may have been here. This is the nearest habitation to the
battlefield in 1781 of which we have record.

U
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Tllustyation 10.

"Battle of the Cowpens, First View of the Two Armies Formed
for Action,' compiled and drawn by Col. Samuel Hammond, found
in Johuson's Traditions and Reminiscences, p. 529.
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BATTLE OF THE COWPENS,

FIRST VIEW OF THE TWO AEMIES FORMED VYon acTioN,
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Reforences to the Plate,

A.~American Main Guard,
B.—Triplet’s command.

', —The Continentals.

f..— 1’ickens’ command,

The coimencement af the batile,

D.—Triplet’s.
E.—DBeaty's.
F and G. —-(‘odonel Howard's,
M and N.—Pickens, with Anderson and Brandon,
H. 1, J, K.—Georgia and Caroling rifiemen, under Cunnivyhom, e

Dow;n.l, Suuuel lhmmoud and Donnully
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O and P. —Bmmh adsance. under laman usd Prica.
() —DBritish line of battle with artillery.
R--liritish horse,—reserve.
B.~—McArthur, 71st regiment-~resarve.
U.~Tarleton's cavalry.
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Illustration 11,

"Battle of the Cowpens, Second View of the Two Awmies after
the Retreat of the American Militia," compiled and drawn by
Col. Samuel Hammond, found in Johmson's Traditions and
Reminiscences, p. 530,
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BRUOND VIEW OF THE TWO ARMIEE AFTER THE RETREAT OF THR
AMERICAN MILITIA,
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1.—Colone! Howard’s Maryland troops.

2.—Pickens; 8, Brandon; 4 and 5, Anderson and militia rallied.
#.—Colonel Washington’s charge.

7.—Tarleton’s charge.

8.—Biritish line advancing; 9, their horse reserve.

12.~-Major McArthur.

13.—Major 8, Hammond's second position,
10.—Major Triplet’s “ “ Americans.
11.—Captain Beaty’s “ u




Iltustration 12,

Carrington's Map, "Battle of Cowpens,' compiled and drawn
by Col, H. B. Carrington, found in Carrington's Battles
of the American Revolution.
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Tllustration 13.

Historic land grants and roads in the Cowpens Battlefield area.
This map was prepared by Archealogist John Walker, who plotted
historic land plats {(copies of which were provided by Historian
Bearss) on a base map drawn from aerial photographs taken im 1938,
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