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A Land of Refuge
In the 17th and 18th centuries, they were called Lenape,

Oneida, Ottawa, and Wyandot. These tribes were no match

for European diseases or colonists. An estimated one third to

one half of their populations died, leaving villages weakened. i

Treaty after treaty added pressure for westward migration. " j
Unable to defend their territories, these people sought refuge

in the Ohio Country, present day northeast Ohio. Their stay

was brief. The Ohio Country, coveted by Europeans for its

land and by American Indians for its refuge, would be yet

one more place where the battle for cultural integrity and

existence would play out on this continent.
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When tribes seeking refuge arrived in
the Ohio Country, they found relatively
unoccupied land. The last permanent
residents, the Whittlesey, had disappeared
from the region in the early 1600s.
Between the early 1600s and 1730, the
valley had been used primarily as a
transportation route for trade and hunting.

Travel Routes

American Indians traveled by land
and waterway. The Mahoning Trail
connected Fort Duquesne and Fort
Sandusky, crossing the Cuyahoga
River near Tinkers Creek. The

Portage Path in Akron provided
a route for an eight-mile portage
over land between the Cuyahoga
and Tuscarawas rivers. In times of

abundant water, they traveled on the
Little Cuyahoga to Summit Lake to
shorten this portage to one mile.

European desire for pelts brought traders
and goods to the Ohio Country. The
fur trade, established in the late 1660s,
caused more American Indians to hunt

in the valley and pulled tribes into a
world market. Traders stationed at Fort

Duquesne (now Pittsburg) and Riviere
au Boeuf (in northwest Pennsylvania)
brought cloth, clothing, metal kettles,
metal tools, and rifles into the valley.
American Indians traded pelts, bark
canoes, corn, berries, meat, fish, and
labor. Especially prized, beaver pelts were
made into European hats and coats.

A1755 map noted a trading post, known
as the French House, along the Cuyahoga

The Cuyahoga Valley stirred back to life
in the mid-1700s. Historic maps and oral
histories indicate that the newly arriving
American Indians settled throughout the
Cuyahoga Valley. French missionaries
note an Ottawa Village at the mouth of
Tinkers Creek in Independence. A large
Lenape camp, Old Cuyahoga Town, was
just north of Portage Path in Akron.
References mention an Ottawa village
at Boston under the leadership of Chief
Stigwanish and a Lenape village near
Sand Run in Akron.

The Lenape were the most prominent
group to settle in the area. Skilled
farmers from the East Coast, they
also utilized a hunting-and-gathering
lifestyle that enabled them to move
quickly when military or settlers
arrived. Like other American Indian

groups in the valley, they also traded
with Europeans.

River near Boston. Early historians
noted that in 1744 George Croghan set
up a trading post at a Seneca village east
of the mouth of the Cuyahoga River.
According to historians, Croghan earned
respect from local tribes for his fairness,
affability, and ability to converse in
Indian languages.

Not all traders had a fair reputation.
The cost of a rifle was a stack of

beaver pelts as tall as the height
of a rifle. Unscrupulous traders
jumped on the stacked pelts to pack
them down and produced longer
barreled rifles. A cheap musket was
worth S12; the pelts, hundreds.




