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Bird Watching at its Best
Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) has been designated as an Important Bird Area (IBA) by the

National Audubon Society and has long been recognized by bird watchers as an ideal area for observing

birds. The great variety of habitats in the national park makes it possible to observe more than 200 bird

species throughout the year. Bird watching continues to be one of CVNP's most popular activities.

Observing the interesting behavior of something as small as a ruby-throated hummingbird or as large as

a great bTu^eron holds a special appeal to someTTo others the f ewardls in experiencing something

totally new, or in seeing so many different kinds of birds in one location.

So grab a field guide and a pair of binoculars, and see
what experiences await your discovery. This '
guide is organized to help you find
the best bird watching locations

in CVNP. Each of the locations

has sub-captions stating the

habitat, followed by detailed

descriptions of the types of birds

found there and when they are

best seen.
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This is a good place to visit during the
waterfowl migrations in March and
November. Wetlands provide essential
feeding and resting places to migrating
birds. Less than 10 percent of Ohio's
original wetlands still exist, making this
habitat in CVNP especially valuable
to wildlife.

Ledges / Hemlock and Mixed Ravine

A walk along the boardwalk often
provides great bird watching opportuni
ties, especially during summer, when it is
possible to see birds at close range and in
their peak breeding plumage. Watch for
families of wood ducks in the water, look
for tree swallows as they capture insects in
mid-air, and listen for the single-pitched
staccato trill of the swamp sparrow.

The Beaver Marsh is accessible from the

Towpath Trail between the Ira and Hunt
Farm Trailheads.

The cool, moist hemlock and yellow
birch forests along the towering
-sandstone ledges provide-us an-
opportunity to watch birds in an area
more typicd of the mixed evergreen
forests of Canada. The Ritchie Ledges
are a micro-environment, a small area
that creates its own environment.

As water slowly flows through the
sandstone, it keeps this place cooler
during the summer than the surrounding
areas, providing a specialized bird
habitat. Solitary vireos, winter wrens,
hermit thrushes, and black-throated
green warblers are frequently observed
here during the late spring, when bird

watching is best. A few of these more
northern birds stay through the summer
and-nest here. The Ritelue-Ledge&are --
located in the Virginia Kendall area of
the national park. Parking is available
at Happy Days, Ledges Shelter, and
Octagon Shelter.




