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Great Blue Herons
The great blue heron {Ardea herodias) is

an impressive and increasingly common

sight in the Cuyahoga Valley. The success of

nesting colonies in the valley is a reflection

of favorable habitat created by beavers, along

with protection of the valley by the National

"Pafk Service; Cteveland'Metroparks; Metro

Parks, Serving Summit County; the City of

Akron; and other organizations and individuals.

Use this bulletin to learn more about great blue

herons and to find the best places to observe them.

Physical Features and Distribution
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The great blue heron is the largest heron
found in North America. Great blue

herons stand four feet tall, weigh slightly
over four pounds, and have a wingspan
of nearly seven feet. These herons are
generally seen in their nesting colonies
or in wetlands and along the river, where
they feed on small fish, amphibians, and
a variety of aquatic invertebrates.

The migration patterns of the great blue
heron in Ohio are extremely variable.
Some birds travel to the Gulf States.

Others fly just one or two states south.
The remainder stay throughout the year.




