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Prehistoric People
Prehistoric American Indian groups called the Cuyahoga Valley home for

thousands of years. Through momentous changes in culture and technology,
these people adapted to their changing environment. The fact that they

left no written record of their existence fascinates us and captures our

imaginations. Who were these early people? How did they survive?
Why did they choose to call this valley home? Where did they go?

We look to archeologists to help answer these questions. Items such

as pottery, metal, and stone tools survive to tell us about the people

who used them. Using these artifacts and remnants of camps and

villages, archeologists describe Ohio's prehistoric people as having

lived in four broad time periods.

Paleo (13,500 - 10,000 years ago)
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Above the Cuyahoga River,
on a glacial knoll, stands a
group of young men with
spears at the ready. Below
them a beautiful sight,
mastodons. They work
together, moving quickly.
At the end of the hunt, they
pull their tools from the
carcasses that will become

food, clothing, and tools. Lost
in the excitement are afew stone points.
Years later, archeologists excavating along
Everett Road uncover a single stone spear
point, the only evidence of a hunt that took
place thousands of years ago.

This scene may have played out time and
time again. Paleo Indians, the first known
inhabitants of the Cuyahoga Valley,

Archaic (10,000 - 3,000 years ago)

The motion is monotonous, forward and
back,forward and back. Occasionally the
women stop to stretch their arms and necks.
Then it's back to work, grindingplants
betiveen tivo stones,flakes ofthejtone
becomingpart ofthe meal. Conversation
helps pass the time. There are several families
living together for the season. They've
returned to this bluff above Tinkers Creek
for severalyears now, but they'll be moving
on in a few months. Just then the men return
from the hunt with a white-tailed deer.
The women pause to appreciate theirgood
fortune and return to the work at hand.

Around 10,000 years ago, the glaciers had
fully receded and the Cuyahoga Valley
began to resemble what you see today.

hunted mammoth, mastodon, bison, and
other large game animals that roamed
across the region. These nomadic big
game hunters entered the Cuyahoga
Valley as the Wisconsin Glacier retreated
12,000 years ago. Traveling in small
groups allowed them to follow their food.
Their constant movement meant that they
traveled light and left few artifacts behind.

Evidence of their lives in the Cuyahoga
Valley is sparse, just single spear points
and waste flakes. Crafting these points
involved finding a strong stone,
striking it with another, and shaping
the point with antler. Additional sites
may exist under the present day water
table, leaving us with little knowledge
about the vaUey's first
inhabitants. onto historical society

Residents hunted white-tailed deer, rabbit,
and turkey. Atlatls, spear throwers that are
weighted by stones, made it easier to hit
the fast-moving targets. Plants became an
important part of the daily meal, including
domesticated plants such as little barley.

Stable food sources allowed valley residents
to stay in base camps longer and travel
in bigger groups, leaving more artifacts
behind for future archeologists to uncover.
Their yearly return to the same camps may
also have encouraged them to bury their
dead in a ceremonial manner. At Terra

Vista No. 2, a base camp located in the
national park, archeologists uncovered six
burials vvdthin a gravel knoll. The mineral
red ochre covered the bodies.




