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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cuyahoga River valley has been known for its prehistorical resources 
since the early 1800 r s. Campsites, villages, mounds, and fortified hilltop 
sites are the type of occupation areas in existence in this valley, ranging 
in time from the earliest inhabitants (8,OOOB.C.) through early European 
contact times. The preservation of many of these sites is next to none 
and has caused many of the cultures that once existed flave only one or 
two known occupation sites still partially intact.

The Barker Village Site has been recognized as a prehistoric village in 
print since 1881 in William Perrin's History of Summit County, Ohio. 
Perrin reports that when the Ohio Canal was cut throuth this area, it 
exposed an unknown number of human sheletons. This cut was made through 
the extreme eastern portion of the bluff and site. Additionally, when 
the railroad (Baltimore and Ohio) was put through, thirty to fo;rty •'•"'• 
human skeletons were also removed from the Barker Village" Site bluff. 
No further record of<these skeletons has been kept and there whereabouts ' 
is unknowu.

saplings growing on the site are evidence of this fact.

Only two small testing operations have been recorded for this site. In 
1966 Gary Biro of Peninsula, Ohio put three test pits into the village 
area and removed only broken fragments of cracked animal bone. Also 
in 1966 Steve Fuller of Stow, Ohio put in a test trench on the eastern 
central portion of the site. Through his efforts, triangular flint 
projectile points, bone beads, worked slate, and much shell tempered 
ceramics were recovered. The material was recovered from several trash 
and fire pits exposed during this limited testing. He also recovered one 
child burial. From the materials recovered, it appears that the site 
was occupied during a later stage of the Whittlesey Phase. This would 
g-ive it a date of about A.D. 1200 on.
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The Barker Village Site is one of many occupation areas recorded'In. the 
Ciiyahoga River valley for prehistoric cultures. The preservation of many 
of these sites range from excellant to completely destroyed. Within the 
last ten years at least five late prehistoric sites have been subject to 
partial to complete destruction. Fortunately, the Barker Village Site 
is not one of these sites. For the Middle and Late Whittlesey periods 
in the Cuyahoga River Valley only a handful of sites are known. 
Therefore, the Barker Village Site is an important prehistoric occupation 
site to protect for it represents a culture with only a few examples of 
its remains left. From the preliminary reports of the site from 
Perrin (1881) and Fuller (1967) it appears as though the site may be one 
of the largest prehistiric villages from this time period in the valley.

There is no doubt that much infjprmation and, remains, are buried bel,pw the 
plow zone at Barker Village Site. The testing by Steve Fuller was extremely 
good for an f( amateur ajrchaeologist and his records are suff.ic.ient to 
positively identify both firepits and trash pits. With the amount of 
human., remains, removed from the site, it is quite -evident that;,-the - . ... 7 
area was occupied for an extensive period of time. Careful examination 
of this village site could provide prehistorians with an excellant 
picture of the culture that inhabited the Cuyahoga River valley during 
late prehistoric times.

It is hoped that the placing of the Barker Village Site on the National 
Register of Historic Places will aide in the preservation of this important 
link to Ohio's past.
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