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Originally the site was about 200 m in length with a maxium 
width of about 120 m. The site was very characteristic of the 
Late Woodland hilltop sites with a large occupation area 
surrounded on three sides by steep slopes and on the forth by 
a narrow neck with earthen walls erected for protection.

The Soift'h Pai*k Sft'e has be'eh' ideally 'Knowri'-for 'its 'repines etft a - 
tion of a late prehistoric village. Preliminary excavations 
were conducted on the site by Greenman (1930) and Murphy (1968) 
These excavations showed the Whittlesey component without 
destroying a significant amount of the site. More extensive 
excavations were conducted by Brose in 1970. These excavations 
and the analysis thereafter documented the existence of three 
distinct occupations at the South Park Site during A.D. 1000- 
1640. These occupations have been identified by Brose (1973) 
to the Early, Middle, and Late Whittlesey components dating 
to A.D. 1000-1250, A.D. 1250-1450, and A.D. 1450-1650 respec 
tively.

Gravel operations occurring during 'the 1970 excavations combined 
with past excavations 'have destroyed about seventy-five percent 
(75%) of tfcfcf sftre. ft was' uTif'drlfuh'ate rtHxat much of the South 
Park Site1 waT=T'des'troye'd br"the''Hytfr&ii'cf l*re&3 'Brick Cdm^ny^s 
operations,. ^It, is hoped the placing of the South Park J3.ite 
on the National JRe"gister oY Historic Places wlfl" help to 
preserve, wfhat remains of the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Park Site has been recorded as one of the State's 
large- village sites swice,,3,9,30 w&ei^jE.F,.. Grejenmai^ copdupted iV , 
test excavations at the site. Since that time, two other 
professional excavations (1968 and 1970) have unearthed a 
wealth of information about the site. All these excavations 
have shown the site to have been reoccupied several times 
during late prehistoric times.

Excavations at South Park has afforded archaeologists with the 
information necessary for a better understanding of the Whittlesey 
Focus. Brose (1973) has in his preliminary analysis of the 
site been able to separal^e the Whittlesey Focus into an Early, 
Middle, and Late stage. Controlled excavations allowed the 
necessary segregation of materials for this type of analysis. 
However, complete excavations oJ^ t^e -S^te vcould provi.de ̂ the,, 
data necessary for studies on communitypatterning and social 
organization. Although 75$ of, x this -.sH^e. ha,s,keen deSjtrpy;e4 
through fvATApyus fo:rm^ qt ^s^jurJ^ances ,.. rthe remaining, 25% is, vi , ,,, 
worthy of nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places for 'it ^contains undisturbed remains of Veveral 'different 
prehistoric cultures. ' Many known village sites of the Whittlesey 
Focus have been destroyed without any form of salvage of the 
information they contained. It is hoped the remaining portion 
of the South Park Site can be protected from any uncontrolled 
destruction.
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