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The Mangrove Ecosystem

Mangrove swair5)s are special places. Subject to

tidal flooding like salt marshes, mangrove

ecosystems are rich in life. Dense thickets of
mangrove roots trap organic material brought in

by die tides, providing safe haven for many
marine creatures and preventing coastal erosion.

Birds benefit from the protection afforded by die

tangle ofbranches andioots.
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Black Mangrove

This tree is distinguished by many breathing
tubes sticking up from the surrounding soil,
allowing the tree to absorb oxygen. Unlike
most trees, the black mangrove reproduces by
propagules, young plants which begin to grow
while still attached to the parent tree. Dropping
into the water, they float until washed ashore,
where they take root.

Red Mangrove

White Mangrove

This is the master soil builder. It is noted for its
dangling prop roots, which grow-down into the
soil forming thick tangles. It is sometimes
called the "walking tree" because of these.

The propagules of red mangroves may be as
much as 8" long, but less than y2"m diameter.

Generally found above the tide line, white
mangroves reproduce through seeds, and axe
related to the buttonwood, also called the
button mangrove.




