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Travel through millions of years of history on the Fossil Discovery
Trail. Long ago, dynamic forces pushed and tilted these layers of rock
upward. Later, erosion exposed the layers as colorful ridges. Erosion
also revealed remnants of ancient ecosystems including now-extinct
animals that inhabited landscapes quite different from what we see
today. Discover more about several of these ancient ecosystems.

Getting Started

Trail Trivia

Length: 1.2 mi/2 km one-way
Elevation change: 150 ft/46 m
Time to hike: about 1 hour

Rock layers exposed:
Stump Formation

Morrison Formation

Cedar Mountain Formation

Dakota Sandstone

Mowry Shale
Frontier Sandstone

Mancos Shale

Geologic time exposed:
Jurassic to Cretaceous

This guide describes the trail as hiked
downhill from the Quarry Exhibit Hall

to the visitor center. Follow the guardrail
down the right side of the road from the
exhibit hall parking lot to find the trailhead.

(You may also hike uphill from the
trailhead located behind the visitor center.)

Restrooms and water fountains are available

during business hours near both trailheads.

Prepare for this rocky, sun-exposed trail

by wearing good hiking shoes and dress
for the weather. In summer, that means

bringing plenty of water, sunscreen, and a
sun hat. The trail is very slippery when wet.

Please stay on the established trail and
leave all plants, rocks and fossils in place
for the next hikers to discover.

Restricted Access Road

SHUTTLE ONLY (in Summer)

RANGER-GUIDED (Fall - Spring)

Check with a ranger at the
visitor center for more information

Quarry Exhibit Hall
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Fossil Discovery Trail

Split Mountain Anticline
The same tectonic forces

responsible for the uplift
of the Uinta and Rocky
Mountains caused rocks in

this area to wrinkle like a

rug pushed across a hard
wood floor. The trail travels

through the edge of an arch,
or anticline, where layers are
tilted steeply to the south.
On the other side of Split
Mountain, the same layers
tilt to the north.

As you begin your hike, take a moment to
look at the rock layers that are dramatically

uplifted and tilted around you. These were
once horizontal layers of sediment that
eventually turned into flat-lying sedimentary
rock. So how did they end up tilted?

Around 50-70 million years ago, rocks
here were pushed up like an arch. Since
then, erosion exposed stronger sandstone
and limestone as ridges while shale and

mudstones formed softer mounds. Thanks

to the tilt, more rock layers can be seen in

a shorter, less steep hike.
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