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Are you looking for a memorable camping experience? Do you enjoy relaxing sunsets
and breathtaking nighttime skies? Camping in Dry Tortugas National Park offers that and
more. Keep in mind that space and services are limited. All overnight camping must take
place within the Garden Key campground located just outside of Fort Jefferson. Eight
regular campsites are available on a first-come first-served basis. If the regular campsites
are full, an overflow area is available.

Planning Your Visit Be Prepared
This is a primitive camping experience.
Campers must provide for all of their basic
needs, including food, water, shelter, medica
tion, and other essentials. Composting toilets
are available. All trash and garbage must be
packed out. There is no store or running water.

Camper's Checklist
Food and Water: We recommend two gallons
of water per person per day (remember the
heat). Bring an extra day's supply of food and
water in case of ferry cancellations. Bring food
items in hard-sided containers for protection
from rats and crabs. Posts are available to hang
food and trash.

Shelter: Tent (required), sleeping bag and pad,
and strong stakes for the frequent high winds.

Cooking: Match-light charcoal for campground
grills (fuel is not permitted aboard ferries),
waterproof matches and lighter, cooking
utensils, biodegradable soap, and trash bags.

Clothing: Cold and warm-weather clothing,
rain gear, lightweight long-sleeve shirt and pants
for sun and bug protection, wide-brimmed hat

Personal Equipment: Medications, first aid kit,
knife, flashlight with spare batteries,
snorkel gear, binoculars, sunglasses and
sunscreen, insect repellent, and personal itemS;—

Private boaters and paddlers require additional
safety gear.

Groups: The Group Site is normally available
only for groups of 10-20 campers, and must be
reserved in advance. Check with ferries first

for additional group size and gear restrictions.
Then call 305-242-7700 to obtain an

application for a group site reservation. Groups
of 10 or more campers arriving without a
reservation will not receive exclusive use of the

Group Site.

When You Arrive Look for a table with a stenciled number. Only
those tables with numbers are assigned to
campsites. Should you find all eight regular sites
occupied, you must share the overflow area
with other campers.

The overflow area is a grassy area located near
the regular campsites. Tables and grills are
provided, but they must be shared with other
overflow campers. As campers leave, you may
move to a regular site if one becomes available.

Group Campsite
The Group Site is indicated by a sign. The site
contains two grills and two picnic tables, and is
large enough for 12-15 tents.

Group Campsite For Overflow
During periods of heavy use, the Group
Campsite may be used for overflow camping,
but only on unreserved nights. Any unreserved
group choosing to camp in the Group Site must
move out of the group site by 10 AM any day the
Group Site is reserved. Reservations are posted
on the board located in the group campsite.




