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Dry Tortugas National Park

Welcome to Dry Tortugas National Park! This is a special place, and requires care from
all who visit. The following is a summary of those regulations most important to park
visitors. These regulations are necessary for protecting the fragile natural and historical
features within Dry Tortugas National Park, and for ensuring your safety. When in doubt,
ask park staff for additional information. Have a safe and enjoyable visit!

Public Use Areas and

Closures

Fort Jefferson and Garden Key
The fort interior is open sunrise to sunset. Pets,
food, and drinks are not permitted inside the
fort. Service and residential areas are closed

to the public. The moat is closed to all entries
and activities. The Special Protection Zones for
shark breeding and corals on southeast side of
Garden Key Harbor are closed to all vessels.

Middle and East Key
Closed April i- October 15 for turtle nesting.

Bush, Hospital & Long Keys
Closed year round. Visitors should remain 100
feet offshore of all closed islands.

Loggerhead Key
Open year round during daylight hours only.
Dock and all structures are closed to public use.
Exploring on foot is limited to developed trails
and shoreline between water and high tide line
only.

Fishing Important Reminders
Fishing for fin fish is permitted by closely at
tended hook and line gear only. All State of
Florida saltwater fishing laws and regulations
apply (except as modified below). Persons from
vessels that have brought lobster or speared fish
into park waters may only enter the water to
swim from the designated swim beach on
Garden Key. Spear guns must be broken down
prior to entering the park. Bait fish may be taken
by cast net only; limit is five gallons per vessel.
In almost all cases it is illegal to possess more
than one bag limit of any fish species. Avoid
casting near sea turtles, and use circle hooks to
avoid catching one. Report injured turtles to a
ranger.

Prohibited Activities

Commercial fishing, spear fishing, use of a
hand-held hook or snare (except when a gaff is
used to land a fish lawfully caught), taking fish
by sling or any powered gun, possessing conch,
lobster, or ornamental tropical fish or marine
life (unless taken outside the park), dragging or
trawling a cast or dip net, and collecting shells
or artifacts from land or water are prohibited.

Park Areas Closed to Fishing
All fishing is prohibited within the Research
Natural Area (RNA), except within a i-mile
radius of Garden Key - see map on reverse. Fish
and fishing gear must be stowed prior to entry
and during transit through the RNA.
Operators of vessels that possess lobster or
speared fish are asked to contact park staff via
VHF16 and declare catch they are bringing into
the park. See "What is the Research Natural
Area?" publication for more on the RNA.

Garden Key Fishing
Fishing is permitted only from the dock and
the shoreline immediately west of the dock. All
other areas of Garden Key are closed to fishing.
Fishing from a boat is permitted within a i-mile
radius of Garden Key.

Rules for Commercial Fishermen

Persons in possession of commercially taken
fish or commercial gear, or who are otherwise
engaged in commercial fishing, may not fish
within the park. Disposal of fish remains from
commercid activities is prohibited. Anchoring
commercial fishing vessels is limited to Bird
Key harbor except in cases of emergency.




