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Implementation of Executive Order 11644, as amended,
pertaining to the use of Off-Road Vehicles on the
Public Lands

Final Environmental Statement

This final Environmental Impact Statement has been prepared
under the provisions of Section 102(2) (C) of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (PL 91-190).

The draft environmental statement was circulated for comment
in July 1976. Comments received and responses thereto are
included in this statement.
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SUMMARY

(X) Final Environmental Statement () Draft Environmental
Statement

Department of the Interior

1. Type of action: (X) Administrative () Legislative

2, Brief description of action:

The proposed action would implement Executive Order 11644, as
amended, concerning use of motorized off-road vehicles (ORVs),
through regulations developed by Department of the Interior
bureaus in conformance with a Departmental Manual Chapter. The
chapter would establish policies and guidelines relating to the
use of ORVs on lands administered by the Department.

3. Summary of environmental impact and adverse environmental
effects:

The proposed action would have immediate and long-range
environmental impacts affecting ORV users and nonusers, features
of the natural environs, and social/cultural institutions,

as well as on the present relationships among these

entities. Effective control of the use of ORVs would

reduce the adverse environmental impacts these vehicles

now have on the public land. Some facets of freedom and
convenience of users cf ORVs would be restricted.

4. Alternatives considered:

A. Request recision of Executive Order 11644.
Bl Blanket closure pending permanent designation.
B2 BRlanket "open" status pending permanent designation.
B3 Blanket "regulated" status pending permanent designation.
B4 Three-category interim designation=--with public involvement.
B5 Three category interim designation=--without public
involvement,
B6 Undesignated status pending permanent designation.
B7 Undesignated interim status--with interim closure of
all "priority I" lands.
Cl Accelerated schedule without priority.
C2 Extended schedule without priority.
C3 Intermediate schedule--priority to fragile and valuable
resources,
C4 Intermediate schedule--priority to areas of heavy ORV use.
C5 Intermediate schedule--priority to areas containing
fragile and valuable resources and/or subject to heavy
ORV use.
D1 Two-phase alternative (Combination of B4 and C5).
L2 Froposed action (Combination of B6 and C5).



Comments were received from the following:

All comments received are included in Section IX of
the statement.

Date draft statement made available to CEQ and the public:
July 19, 1976

Date final statement made available to EPA and the public:
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