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Memorandum 

To: All Regional Directors 

From: Associate Director, Planning and Development 

Subject: Servicewide Oil Spill Contingency Plan 

In an effort to increase National Park Service preparedness for 
pollution events the Environmental Quality Division has developed 
a Draft Servicewide Oil Spill Contingency Plan (SCP). 

This plan is meant to serve as a bridge and a guideline between the 
National Oil and Hazardous Substance Pollution Contingency Plan and 
the park specific plans necessary to address such pollution events. 
In addition, the Environmental Quality Division has developed a 
training course on this subject which will take place the week of 
June 9, 1991. 

Please note that the Appendices are not being provided at this 
time, and only a cover sheet representing each appendix is 
attached. We are interested in your comments, and suggestions. 
Please send your comments to the Environmental Quality Division 
(774) by March 15, 1991. If you have any questions please contact: 
Jacob Hoogland (FTS) 268-6164, or John Donahue (FTS) 268- 4274. 

United States Department of the Interior 

Denis P. Galvin 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

OIL SPILL CONTINGENCY PLAN 

INTRODUCTION 

The management of oil spill contingency planning and emergency 
response is complex and involves the jurisdiction of numerous 
agencies. Recent events have demonstrated the need for oil spill 
contingency planning in National Park units. The increased 
frequency of incidents also demonstrates the urgency inherent in 
this situation. 

National Parks in coastal areas have continued to be passive 
receptors of toxic materials generated by external sources. 
Changes in the global community including the increased volume and 
speed of transportation, communication, and trade have effectively 
diminished or destroyed the buffer of isolation enjoyed by many 
National Park areas in the past. 

Most National Parks are no longer insulated from the problems ol 
the world by distance nor are they surrounded by large areas of 
pristine adjacent lands, and untraveled waters. The parks need to 
be prepared for the threats generated by external influences. The 
most effective method of dealing with the environmental disaster 
associated with an oil spill is comprehensive advanced planning. 

The patchwork quilt of laws and regulations that provide guidance 
during an oil spill incident are intricate and sometimes difficult 
to implement. The National Contingency Plan (NCP) was published 
in its most recent version in the Federal Register March 8, 1990. 
Under the NCP, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) has the 
responsibility for overseeing oil spill cleanups in coastal waters 
and the Great Lakes. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
responsibility for hazardous material spills on land. 

Agencies functioning within the processes established by the NCP 
have not always distinguished National Parks from other natural 
resources in their planning and in their actions. The history of 
recent oil spill incidents in areas such as the waters off Olympic 
National Park and Prince William sound in Alaska has demonstrated 
the need for a more active involvement by National Park Service 
personnel. 


