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NATURAL RESOURCE CHALLENGE 

Alien Plant Control Database Designed: The first Alien Plant Control and Management Data 
Base (APCAM) Workshop was held at NPS NRPC offices in Fort Collins, CO. The Workshop 
was co-hosted by Biological Resource Management Division-Exotic Plant Management Team 
(EPMT) and Integrated Pest Management programs and Inventory and Monitoring Program. 
Representatives from the operational EPMT's and INI R participated in a week long workshop to 
collaborate in finalizing design and use of an Access database for the purpose of inventorying 
and monitoring exotic plant management and restoration actions. The APCAM database was 
designed using the NPS Natural Resources Inventory & Monitoring Division's Database 
Template. Information gleaned from APCAM will provide parks with a description of the 
effectiveness of exotic plant management actions over time. As part of the meeting, participants 
reviewed the status of the prototype Invasive Species module for the Synthesis Information 
Management System and the Invasive Species Knowledge Center. The information in both these 
systems, as well as the presentation style, was reviewed and revised in preparation for 
presentation at the Weed Awareness Week meetings in Washington, D.C. 

Implementation of FY02 Air Quality Action Plan: The Natural Resources Challenge includes a 
budget increase for the air quality program in FY02. Plans for allocating the new funding were 
outlined in a memo sent by Mike Soukup to Regional I )irectors. In addition to providing 
information on field-based positions and proposed increases in monitoring support to parks, the 
memo includes tables of proposed new monitoring to he conducted as part of the Challenge. 
Tables are also available listing all I&M parks and indicating where nearby monitoring data can 
be used to represent air quality in the parks (based on an analysis done by the University of 
Denver). The memo and tables can be viewed on ARi )'s intranet site at: 
http://www2.nrintra.nps.gov/ard/gas/AD Jan02 mem htm. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS/SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITII 

New Guidance Will Streamline Air Quality Permit Ri Jew: The Air Resources Division has 
issued additional guidance to help streamline the revu A process for new sources of air pollution 
wishing to locate near parks. The new "deposition analysis thresholds" can be used to assess 
whether sulfur deposition resulting from proposed nc air pollution emissions would adversely 
affect resources within Class I air quality areas. Simil r guidance on nitrogen deposition was 
issued last year. If the additional amount of nitrogen i sulfur deposition is below these 
thresholds, the impact from a proposed new or modif i source would be considered 
insignificant. This was a collaborative effort with the S. Fish and Wildlife Service Air Quality 
Branch. The guidance can be viewed at: http://www2.nature.nps.gov/ard/flagfree/index.htm. 

http://www2.nrintra.nps.gov/ard/gas/AD
http://www2.nature.nps.gov/ard/flagfree/index.htm


Power Plant Next to Denali NP Agrees to Lower Pollutjon Limits: The Healy Clean Coal Project 
(HCCP), a 50 megawatt coal-fired power plant locate, about 6 km from Denali, was built under 
the federal Clean Coal Technology Program, which a! wed for higher emissions than what 
would normally be allowed using conventional pollut a control technology. In 1993, DOI 
negotiated an agreement with the plant's owner, Gold ., Valley, requiring additional emission 
controls on an adjacent unit to mitigate the project's a quality impacts on Denali. Unfortunately, 
the new technology failed and the plant must now retr lit with conventional technology. Golden 
Valley proposed to keep its higher emission limits ant effect this change without any public 
review. As a result of meetings with the Alaska Regi ial Office, Air Resources Division, Denali 
staff and State of Alaska environmental officials, Gol icn Valley agreed to lower the maximum 
emission level for nitrogen oxides, provide an engines ing analysis demonstrating that good 
emission control technology will be used, and underg a formal public comment period. 

Proposed Power Plant Would Have Adverse Impact o Visibility at Mammoth Cave: The Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks c* anted with an NPS determination that 
emissions from the proposed Thoroughbred Generatii Station would have an adverse impact on 
visibility and could potentially affect federally listed t catened and endangered species at 
Mammoth Cave National Park. This 1500 megawatt nil-fired power plant would be located 
about 50 miles west of Mammoth Cave. Modeling pi .sicted there would be perceptible impacts 
at the park on over 20 days per year. In a February 14 '002. letter to the Kentucky Division of 
Air Quality, DOI asked the State not to issue a permit : construction unless additional efforts 
were made to mitigate impacts. The NPS is reviewin ew modeling analyses submitted by the 
permit applicant shortly before the public hearing sho ing that there would be no impact on 
visibility. 

Water Rights Agreement at Lake Mead NRA: The N S and Bureau of Land Management 
reached agreement with Moapa Valley Water District hstrict) on February 1, concerning 
protests of the District's water right applications in th ower Meadow Valley Wash 
groundwater basin. The agreement provides for the n uitoring, management and mitigation of 
impacts associated with the development of groundw; r to supply the proposed Meadow Valley 
Generating Project (PG&E National Energy Group) a protects water resources and rights at 
Lake Mead NRA. The Office of the Solicitor appearc at the scheduled February 5-8 to state 
that, because of the agreement, the Bureaus would no I'fer testimony nor oppose the issuance of 
permits for the applications. 

National Parks Science Scholars Symposium: The 20 -2002 Canon National Parks Science 
Scholars Symposium was held in Washington, DC 20 1 February. The 8 new 2001 Canon 
Scholars were recognized and joined by all 21 Canon iiolars from the previous four classes at 
an award ceremony and reception hosted by the Amei an Association for the Advancement of 
Science. At the awards ceremony, Canon U.S.A., Inc. mounced an additional contribution of 3 
million dollars over 4 years to continue the program a I expand it to the Americas. The 2001 
Annual Report on the Canon National Parks Science aolars Program is available from Brian 
Forist. The 2001 scholars, their universities, and the ] ks in which they will be conducting their 
research are listed below. 



Elizabeth Brusati, University of California, Davis, Po Reyes National Seashore, Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area 
Andrew Bunn, Montana State University, Sequoia Na mal Park, Yosemite 
National Park, Yellowstone National Park 
Emily Donald, Columbia University, Pecos National 1 storical Park, Western Archaeological 
and Conservation Center 
Robert Hale, University of Oklahoma, Yellowstone N ional Park 
Ruth Lambert, University of New Mexico, Wupatki N ional Monument 
Wendy Palen, University of Washington, Olympic Na >nal Park 
Susan Rupp, Texas Tech University, Bandelier Natioi I Monument 
Blake Suttle, University of California, Berkeley, Red\ od National Park 

PROGRESS 

Disturbed Lands Guidance: Servicewide guidance is i result of the Geologic Resources 
Division's Disturbed Lands Inventory and Assessmen A'orkshop January 15-17,2002. 
Experts from each region and many Parks met to devc p this guidance on how to inventory and 
prioritize disturbed areas. The guidance is intended f both experienced and inexperienced Park 
natural resource personnel. The workshop participani drafted protocols that are currently 
undergoing comment and review. Division staff will csent a poster on the workshop at the 
West-By-Northwest conference in March. 

Air Quality Documents Available: The NPS currently perates 27 of the 79 monitoring sites of 
EPA's Clean Air Status and Trends Network. EPA ha ist published the 2000 Annual CASTNet 
Report, which now includes dry deposition estimates d interpolation maps for the NPS stations 
in the western U.S. A better discussion of ozone cone trations and trends at NPS stations is also 
included. Also, a joint quality assurance plan was reci. ly published that documents the 
monitoring equipment and procedures used to collect d validate data properly. This required a 
thorough examination of all aspects of EPA's and NP. gaseous pollutant and meteorological 
monitoring programs. Copies of the reports are avail; e in hard copy or in PDF format at: 
http://www.epa.gov/castnet/. 

Guidance on Use of Oral Rabies Vaccine in the NPS: he USDA Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service-Wildlife Services (APH1S-WS) an uate health departments have requested 
that some units of the NPS participate in oral rabies v. filiation to control rabies in wildlife. 
Raccoons in the eastern U. S. and coyote and gray fox Texas are targeted for vaccination 
efforts (the vaccine is not effective in bats or skunks) > R M D staff provided information and 
recommendations to Director Mainella in providing g lance to parks that are requested to 
participate in oral rabies vaccination. Because of the blic health threat from rabies and the 
belief by experts that these outbreaks would not have eurred without post-Columbian human 
intervention, Director Mainella has asked Regional D ctors in affected areas to constructively 
engage in discussions with APHIS-WS and states reg. ing the potential use of oral rabies 
vaccination in NPS units. Prior to undertaking any ae us within the parks environmental 
planning documents, including NEPA and Section 7 i saltation, would need to be prepared. 

http://www.epa.gov/castnet/


PROFESSIONAL MEETING ATTENDANCE/PAP! S 

Secondary Organic Aerosols Workshop: A variable, : often significant, fraction of 
visibility-reducing particulate aerosols are organic coi ounds; most are secondary compounds 
from the oxidation of the primary pollutants. John Rei . air quality coordinator for the 
Intermountain Region, helped coordinate a workshop i it brought NPS scientists and other 
experts in the field together at the Desert Research Ins inc. The group identified methods that 
could be used to better characterize the secondary org: ics and use them as tracers to determine 
the original sources, such as wildfires, mobile source nbustion, or point sources. A research 
plan and some candidate sampling methods are being undated based on the presentations and 
discussion at the workshop. 

National Invasive Weed Awareness Week HI fNIWA^ 111) Conference: Tony Pernas, liaison for 
the Florida Partnership EPMT provided a presentation i die NPS Exotic Plant Management 
Teams to the attendees of the conference on Feb. 25th 002 in Washington DC. NIWAWIII 
sponsored by the Invasive Weed Awareness Coalition as held to focus national attention on the 
severe problems created by invasive weeds. The NCI . I' \ 1T and Shenandoah EPMT staffed 
displays on NPS Exotic Plant Management Teams am ctivities at the U.S. Botanical Gardens 
on the mall throughout National Invasive Weed Aware ess Week including a reception for 
policy makers interested in invasive weeds on Feb. 26i 2002. 

STAFF NEWS 

Gary Davis, most well known as the architect of the C nnel Islands monitoring program and 
advisor to many monitoring programs (he's worn man. mts in NPS and BRD), has begun a new 
assignment as a special assistant to Associate Director like Soukup. Gary is undertaking a 
two-year detail to work on Marine Protected Areas issi s. 1 le will not be relocating to 
Washington, but will spend time there, as well as at a 2 ) A A office in California. 

Publications Development Specialist hired: Carrie Ga> her joined the Natural Resource 
Information Division on February 25. as a Publication )cvelopment Specialist. While Carrie is 
new to the National Park Service, she has had an inter*, hug career background with numerous 
parallels. Carrie previously served as a journalist, edito and copywriter, and specialized in 
investigative journalism for government, business, cou s and municipal services. As a reporter, 
she was required to produce accurate, balanced and att ition getting news articles on short 
deadlines. Carrie also has considerable experience as i hotographer and photo archivist. She 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Linglish and Jou ilism from Shepardstown College, and is 
currently working on a MBA in com m u n i c ations from bus Hopkins University. Carrie will 
work out of the Washington Office as a member of the i formation Services Branch. She will 
help with a number of projects in the Associate Directc s * > I free, including processing several 
NRSS reports as well as assembling and packaging inl mation materials on NRSS topics, issues 
and functions. 

Geologist Receives Award From Regional Director: D Bi11 Hood, a semi-retired geologist who 



volunteers at Colorado National Monument (COLM) \ s recently presented a 
Shoulder-to-Shoulder award by Interm * i u ntain Region i i ec tor Karen Wade. Along with his 
son, Dr. Hood created an electronic interactive geologi learning center for visitors to easily 
understand the geological significance <»I" the park. Tru earning center is so popular that over 
80% of visitors use it. Dr. Hood has also been plannin other multi-park interpretive exhibits 
with the Division's GIP program manager on the extim Morrison (dinosaur) ecosystem. 

Yellowstone Hires Supervisory Geolot-'ist: Yellowstone National Park recently hired Dr. Henry 
Heasler, a Wyoming native, as its supervisory geologis 1 )r. Heasler brings superb geoscience 
credentials to the NPS. He has been a pr 'lessor at the I tiversity of Wyoming since 1986, where 
he co-founded both the Spatial Data and Visualization eater and the Institute for Energy 
Research. He created the award-winn i i ig Wyoming Int met Map Server website. He published 
numerous articles on Wyoming geothermal resources a .1 served as an investigator on contracts 
or grants worth almost $15 million. He also received f N'92 Cynthia Wedel Award for 
Distinguished Volunteer Service from the American R ('toss. 



Thought you'd be interested in this excerpt ' ie Natural F jrces section from the WASO Monthly 
Managers' (i.e. top management) report for cember. It; ; a good indication of things that are on 
their radar screen, and may give us a head 3 on things c in our way: 

NATURAL RESOUR* S STEWA S i I IP AND SCIENCE 

Natural Resource Challenge 
The Natural Resource Bibliographic Da age: On D iber 6,2001, the Natural Resource 
Information Division, Inventory and Mc Jring Prog i leased the Internet-based version of 
the NPS bibliographic database. This d; iase is prii a tool for preparing bibliographic 
reports organized at the park level. Its a nice searc! i: ,e allows for queries on every data 
entry field and can accommodate wildc; 1. Withfe\ captions, staff from every park that has 
natural resource information is populatii ; he databas ! he bibliographic database is also 
currently integrated with the NPS specie atabase, N P ies, and will be integrated with the 
online Dataset Catalog which is curreni nderdevel ant. Integration enables the addition 
and maintenance of bibliographic recoiv om either a se, and allows real-time dynamic 
data sharing for inter-database summari The biblic -.hie information is available to NPS 
staff and cooperators at one of three lev Reader a> is available for those only interested in 
report building and Author and Editor ai ss allow th v; to add or edit records respectively. 
A public access version under developn will not IV re passwords, but restricts from public 
view the documents flagged as sensitive >r parks wii table Internet access a desktop 
version is available with capabilities to >ad and dt I records from the online version. 
For more information contact Wendy S nacher, B phic Coordinator, via email or by 
phone at (970) 225-3548. 

Vital Signs Workshop Notes 
The Water Resources Division hosted a .vicewide w 1 ; uality vital signs monitoring 



workshop, November 28-29, in Fort O s. Approx I y 70 people, including Network 
representatives, presenters, instrumenta specialist WRD staff participated in the 
workshop. The workshop was structure > facilitate munication among Networks involved 
in planning and design of the new Nat u \ esource ( • 11 ge Water Quality Monitoring 
Program, and facilitate feedback to WR m detailed .wide technical guidance being 
developed in the areas of protocols and e paramete r si led. study plan development, quality 
assurance/quality control, and data man ment. In a i, there were several invited technical 
presentations and monitoring design ca. udies. Al . e Networks presently receiving 
NRC-water quality monitoring funding e represei, ;d provided reports on their planning 
approaches and progress towards desig; water qua onitoring programs. Summary 
workshop notes are posted on the meei iitranet sii v 1 .nrintra.nps.gov/wrd). Also 
available from the meeting web site arc draft proj clinical guidance documents, and 
copies of all presentation slides. 

Accomplishments/Significant Activities 

Hale Encroachment Case Settled 
The Hale Encroachment case at Santa ca Moun a1 onal Recreation Area has been 
settled for $8,000. The case involved r val of nat, elation inside the park boundary. 
The Park will oversee and monitor in k work (not ! y valued) to be performed by the 
Hales. 

Forest Pest Management Funding Ann ed 
All 12 NPS proposals for Forest Pest I\ ement F omitted to the Forest Service will be 
funded at the full amounts requested. J > lal budg . c 12 projects is $399,000. NPS has 
developed a very good working relatio i i with the > c i vice, returning $ 160,000 in funds 
carried over from 2001. 

NRPC Briefs NLC on Coastal Park Oi mities 
On December 13th, Gary Davis, Senior list fron . d Islands National Park, and Jim 
Tilmant from the Water Resources Di\ . briefed sal Leadership Council on 
deteriorating marine resources in parks. identific .. a ities to restore and sustain fishing 
opportunities in coastal parks. The Nat: i Park Sys Ivisory Board's Report 2001 and 
growing scientific evidence indicate th; -wardship on lax in marine and aquatic parks, 
and that marine reserves are needed to re deplete i lies. Ecological consequences of 
fishing in parks jeopardize fishing opp ies and i | parks. Several opportunities 
currently exist to collaborate with othe al agen iter manage the nation's marine 
resources. Two recent Executive Ordoi. 98 (Pro :al Reefs) and 13158 (Marine 
Protected Areas) encourage and direct a cies to p; m others to restore and sustain 
marine resources. The National Ocean amission . oiitly re-examining national ocean 
policies, providing an opportunity to bo cngage tl nal Park Service in marine 
conservation. The NLC acknowledged d to inc s PS capacity for coastal conservation, 
so opportunities to fish and enjoy park a resou: ho restored and sustained. To begin, 
they suggested NPS convene a coalitio iastal i area managers to share experiences 

http://nrintra.nps.gov/wrd


and search for common resolutions, am igage n of the fishing, scientific, 
conservation, and park communities. 

International Association of Fish and \ e Ager s. 
The National Park Service becomes a 1 or of th 11.. tional Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA), an organ i 1 that re : the states on national and 
international wildlife issues. The Biolo Resourc gement Division represented NPS at 
the December meeting in Wichita, Kan NIPS wi ,esented on several committees of 
the organization, including threatened ; danger ] es policy and Native American 
relations. IAFWA provides a forum fo Service :! ss issues with partners beyond park 
boundaries. 

Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (1 C) Mem i\ 1 of Understanding 
The Memorandum of Understanding (1\ ) calls f 1 agencies to cooperate in "the 
identification of species, communities, stems, d other landscape features important 
to amphibian and reptile conservation" VlOU c ; obligate NPS funds and was 
reviewed regionally, as well as in Wasl i. Tl ical Resource Management Division 
represented the Service at the PARC ft steerh\ >n ttee meeting held at the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agent .eeting i ) nber. 

Water Rights at Zion National Park 
The Department of Justice, representin NPS, al t hearing in St. George, Utah on 
November 29, 2001 regarding the Utah Engin s contested Motion for Entry of an 
Interlocutory Decree for Zion National uthe i. ver Adjudication. The court granted 
the interlocutory decree, finalizing an a imateh r effort to secure federal reserved 
water rights protection for surface and ; d water nt resources at the park. The decree 
provides court approval for the 1996 m ted sett! I greement between the State of Utah 
and the United States (Zion Water Rigl 111emen nent). 

Pacific Islands Exotic Plant Manageme m. 
The Pacific Islands Exotic Plant Manaj. t Tean ! I IT) has partnered with the Hawaii 
State Emergency Environmental Worki EEW1 > ment ongoing efforts to control 
Miconia and other invasive species at 1 eala Nai i; irk. Eleven EEWF positions were 
assigned to the PIEPMT for the 3 mom uionot gram. The EEWF is being 
administered by the Research Corporat ' i he Ui of Hawaii (RCUH) through a recent 
state act and funding appropriation in tl unt ol 000. The EEWF program employs 
individuals who were adversely affecte te eve o ptember 11 or were otherwise 
unemployed. RCUH has encouraged 1 encie.s ..el the NPS to provide transportation, 
field gear and supplies so that most of t idingg ••« etly to paychecks. Park staff worked 
hard to provide this support in short ore lowing . 1< irk to begin on December 15. Work 
by the PIEPMT/EEWF crew will help c ! incipi sions of habitat modifying alien 
plants, thereby contributing to protectio ized I < I resources at the park. 

Performance Management 
On December 6, the Natural Resource ( iroup o d proposed revisions and additions to 



natural resource-related goals to the Of! f Stratc 1 ining. Past goal development has been 
hampered by the lack of capability to m e resoi c Jition. However, the Natural 
Resource Challenge is providing this abi To cap h n the evolving nature of its 
capabilities, the goal group recommendc trategii a oal framework that it can implement 
through the 2006 strategic plan, with in1. goal c! i igi hat can be implemented in the 2003 
plan. The new framework is more com] isive ai. be r expresses park performance 
outcomes directed at mission goal lath evious >als id rests on a more scientifically 
sound, quantitative measurement of res> condin ,i. Ilectively, the goals answer the 
questions: Are resources in good conditi Do par! -co terns meet the standards or objectives 
for which we are managing them—areo magei t; Ions working? The proposed goals for 
the 2003 plan revision revise current thr .d ant: I; ered species, exotic plant, and 
inventory and monitoring goals; create a . I c geo 1 _ c tures goal replacing very narrow cave 
and paleontologic goals; and create new . .for ex tic mals and wildland fire regimes. 

In the meantime, the Department initial ast-traci cfi in December to develop a 
Departmental performance managemem .-work. wit! akeholders meetings held 
immediately before and after the holiday jveral •• vi vide natural resource goal 
coordinators and other Natural Resourc mnel : I team meetings on short notice and/or 
stakeholder meetings, attempting to dev , cpar11 at goals that would accommodate related 
NPS goals. It is not yet clear exactly he : Depar uci effort will impact bureau strategic 
planning, although the Department has ited tha bin i plans will still be required. 

Heads Up 

Air Resource Natural Resource Challen Id Pos n 
Vacancy announcements will soon appv r these i si; is. Most are for Regional Air 
Resources Program Managers that will; i n idvi 1 i the specific air resource management 
issues affecting, or of interest to parks. 1 Tents villa > serve as senior advisors to Regions, 
Support Offices, and parks on air qualit tors. \\ sitii will be filled in Philadelphia, Austin 
(TX), Minneapolis, Seattle, Northeast R . Great S:m Mountains, and Mammoth Cave 
(0.5 FTE). One FTE is for a Senior Scie I hroui r. G with EPA) responsible for 
overseeing ARD's air toxics monitoring 

New Contact for Research Permit and R ingSvs'.-.n nport 
In a slight change of responsibilities, Bi imins > th VASO National Natural Landmarks 
(NNL) program will provide telephone i nail t nk support for the NPS Research Permit 
and Reporting System (RPRS). Bill will :ontii : in pport core aspects of the NNL 
program. Bill may be reached by phone 208 G i m Goddard will serve as a secondary 
technical support contact for RPRS. Ti. L .ere- eci 970-225-3543. 

National Park Service Featured in the E 'ered S; e T '.ulletin 
The upcoming issue of the Endangered .es Bi ' n I feature an overview of endangered 
species in the National Parks and region ouni c; suidies and key issues. Diane Pavek 
from National Capitol Region organize^ subn io or this issue, which is expected to be 
published in early February 2002. BR1\ Jeri u onal copies, which will be available 



from Loyal Mehrhoff (970-225-3521). 

International Migratory Bird Day 2002 
Through the Park Flight Migratory Bird Program, NPS is >ain supporting the Partners in Flight 
International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD). The 2002 the J, "Celebrating Special Places for 
Birds," examines the habitat needs of migratory birds wii , emphasis on special sites that have 
been designated Important Bird Areas. Forty-one NPS an; i have been designated as Globally 
Important Bird Areas by the American Bird Conservancy The NPS logo will be on 2002 IMBD 
materials, and a catalog of these materials will be sent to : 1 parks in January to encourage and 
facilitate participate in IMBD activities. 

Park Flight Offers International Technical Assistance Op rtunities 
The Park Flight Migratory Bird Program is seeking quali, <J NPS employees to provide technical 
assistance to park Flight projects in Mexico and Central. lerica during March 2002. Seven 
positions are available for environmental educators, site • mners, and a trail development 
specialist. Candidates must speak Spanish, and have Inte lational experience. Knowledge of 
birds is desirable. For more information, contact Jonatha Putnam at NPS Office of International 
Affairs. 

Geology Interpretation Workshop 
The Information Services Branch of the Natural Resourc librmation Division is working with 
Geologic Resources Division staff to develop a national eology Interpretation" workshop, to 
be offered later during the 2002 fiscal year. Several plan; ig meetings were held in Denver, with 
input from GRD, NRID, and the Intermountain Region. e Branch is also assisting with the 
development ofa new partnership with National Wildlife ederation, which overlaps with the 
ITC Park Natural Resource Profiles project. In addition ; .-ntative agreement has been made 
with management at Harper's Ferry Center to investigate itual areas of interest and to combine 
forces related to natural resources information services a; activities. The possibility of 
developing an interpretive plan for the natural resour >gram is being considered. A meeting 
between the Branch and HFC managers is proposed . ly 2002. 

Staffing News 

New Bibliographic Coordinator 
Wendy Schumacher has joined the Natural Resource .ation Division staff in Fort Collins as 
the Bibliographic Coordinator. She has a maste 's de . i Library and Information Science 
from the University of Illinois and an undergraduate .' •; from the University of Michigan. 
Wendy recently returned from two years of i 'caee I \ rv. vice in Morocco, where she was an 
Information Resource Management Volunteer tcachii e. 1 iry cataloging and website 
development and design to host country nationaIs. SI. • in Federal service with the 
Department of Justice in the Environment and Nalur; ' urce Division (Washington D.C.) and 
spent ten years at the Environmental 1 'rotection \pe: cgion 5 office (Chicago) where she 
held positions including water quality plain er a v ficer. 

ARD Hires Environmental Protection Speci;ids; 



Susan Johnson has been hired by AR!) to pcrfor: n co-: lefit and policy analyses of air quality 
regulations and programs. Susan currently provi i i :c malysis and technical assistance on 
air quality-related issues to the National Confeiv : i f S. e Legislatures in Denver, CO. She is 
a member of the Colorado Bar and is enrol led i i id; tc ourses in the Doctorate of Public 
Affairs Program at the University of Colorado, 1 uver. an will begin working for NPS on 
February 11 and will be duty stationed in Denver. 

EQD Damage Assessment Case Man; uemcut C.'." T: e Anderson has been hired by EQD as 
a Damage Assessment Case Management ( I Vice- ioned in Atlanta, GA. Previously, 
Dave was the Hazardous Materials Piogram M; i e • , ijave National Preserve, CA. Dave 
is a Graduate from Ball State University, Major in J alism, with a minor in Natural 
Resource Management. He also did graduate v, ii . management at Ball State. He has 
worked for EPA coordinator in the Si perfund p a 

NRID Database Administrator 
Marianne Tucker has been hired by n c N1C!) S mgement Branch to help NRSS design 
and maintain service wide databases. Mari. ine c ; 1 Oracle Database Administrator with 
experience in planning, developing, a d mainta \ rise-wide information systems. 
Previously, she worked for Johnson ( mtn Is w .tributed to the success of 
environmental-based information s) s; ins: up] tions within USGS, USFWS, and 
NPS. Marianne began working for N 'S on Dae viT and is stationed at the Natural 
Resource Program Center in Fort Co! ns. 

ARD Advertises for Washington Li a m V shi 
A Vacancy Announcement for an Eir roni ieni i Specialist (GS-0028-12/13) opened 
on January 17 and will close on Fel a try ( 20 able on the OPM's USAJOBS 
website. The incumbent will be AR I)' export a J on air resources management issues 
affecting parks and will represent NI'S cot:oei;is ity issues to senior management 
officials at NPS, DOI, other bureau.-. 1-eJer;.! ai :;. icies, Congress and the public. 

Progress 
Power Plant Application Rem and e •': i m .1 una i he Virginia State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) remanded an a; pi oati. n i 900 MW power plant 40 kilometers 
eastof Shenandoah National Park. h.-SC i -evaluation ofthis project in the 
context of 30 new power plants cun on nia. The majority concluded that 
cumulative impacts of all proposed ue I; in; :.d • addressed stating that "...our 
environment, and indeed our health • y b due ie cumulative effects of numerous 
plants, each of which, when reviewed ndi h; uied insignificant." ARD has long 
advocated the use of cumulative in. iai ai !\ s: ipplicants. 

Vessel Groundings in Dry Tortuga- Ni h : ':• esse 1 groundings occurred within Dry 
Tortugas National Park between Lecer y 17th. EQD, the US Coast Guard, 
NPS, and the Florida Marine Patrol re; o, e;i. us, which involved four vessels, are 
jurisdictional complex and resulted, in ij; n some of the most significant coral 
reef and submerged Civil War res* re i: . . To date, the Coast Guard has 



expended over $200,000 on spill contai:; am up; vessel salvage. TheNOAA 
Sanctuary Team is conducting injury a r -c inciclents 

Golden Spike and Rainbow Bridge Wavr ?.' 
Water rights agreements for Golden Spik ,. ;il His Park (GOSP) and Rainbow Bridge 
National Monument in Utah were signet . >artm i of Justice on January 16,2002. The 
agreements confirm state appropriate wai ; GO and federal reserved water rights at 
RABR. The agreements will be in hit! d de initiations prepared by Utah and 
decreed at some future date. 

Hearings on Impacts of Groundwater 1 : i: i Lake idNRA 
A hearing on a water right change applic -sted i'S was cancelled after the Nevada 
State Engineer was notified that the app I hi! iihdrawn. The proceeding was to 
take testimony regarding the potential im , mm .•;• pumping in the California Wash 
basin on water resources in Lake h leac! !! S is preparing for a February 5-8 
hearing on groundwater appropriaiions, .. a .e; ...ml):strict in Meadow Valley Wash 
groundwater basin for power plant coo p -v ;. \'i and the Bureau of Land Management 
are negotiating with the applicant to wi r I pro: 

Department of Interior Performance Mai 'pa! 
Development of Department-wide perl • • 11 s continued with a meeting of 
the workgroups dealing with restoratir , c \ mkgroups have been instructed 
to combine management goals for the:- o . jra \\ .11 be resubmitted to the 
Department by January 29th. 

Soundscape Monitoring Technical Issues 
A report prepared for NPS by a panel o s he resolve some technical issues 
associated with monitoring park sound !. ted under NRSS oversight, 
addresses issues associated with moni i _ . ;v :s with low ambient sound 
levels. Ambient sound levels in large -; , >.' 'arks remain below the 20dB 
detection limit of conventional sound ; e lay. With the receipt of the report, 
NPS is again moving ahead with the de. f ii; scape monitoring procedure 
section of Reference Manual 47. 

Workgroup Develops Protocols for Pi 
A workshop to develop service wide p m . nducting disturbed area 
inventory and assessment was hosted 1 J . \ : 11 - 17th, 2002. The workshop 
brought together a multi-disci pi i nary t e d i vision experts to design 
protocols that could be easily adapted t !s. Once approved by the 
workgroup, a draft of the protocols will lor . wide review and comment. To 
receive copies, contact Deanna Greco, r via NPS e-mail. 

Natural Resources Law & Policy Com .'or April 
The course, originally scheduled for S ! J April 9th - 11th at the Main 
Interior Building in Washington. I ).C. m Center staff are organizing 



the course for the Albright Employee L i C h ourse will provide participants 
with a solid understanding of the Orgar \ .\! . d litigation. Although the 
course is currently full, there is a waitin o! ; HIS. If interested, contact 
Sharon Kliwinski, Water Resources DP J 21 r via NPS e-mail. 

International Partners in Flight Confere 1 e 
Through the Park Flight Migratory Bin: IPS' ng the "Third International 
Partners in Flight Conference: A Work: Implementation and 
Integration". The workshop will take p . Park Conference Center in 
Monterey, California, March 20-24, 20( for submitting papers has 
passed, poster abstracts will be accepter a .: Updated program and 
registration information is available at: 1 r. prl PIS2002.htm. 

Meetings - Held /Attended 

Ballistics Work shop Held 
A workshop on the remote delivery of b kllife was hosted by BRMD in 
Fort Collins, January 23rd - 24th. The \ eh on ballistics, polymer science, 
vaccine delivery, veterinary medicine, a v m . orked together to develop 
specifications for a new remote delivery it' • i e from NPS (BRMD, 
Yellowstone, Olympic, and Gettysburg) rni cs, academia, and private 
industry. While the immediate need for >;> delivery of brucellosis vaccine 
to bison at Yellowstone National Park, i i in the remote delivery of 
drugs to meet wildlife management obje *s 

Sustainable Forest Management 
NPS participated in a Pinchot Institute k i >f proposals for action 
prepared by two United Nations sponsor . !:, omental Panel on Forests and 
the Intergoven .mental Forum on Forests : oposals, many involve the 
potential contributions of forests in protc e s u y. The discussion was 
intended to help the U.S. prepare a repor • t vlai\ dug of the United Nations 
Forum on Forests. Preparation focused ( al pi integrate conservation and 
sustainable use of forests, the contributio ecte o stainable forest management, 
and the involvement in sustainable fores men lers from all economic and 
social sectors. 


