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Previously, it was thought,
islands of land could be
preserved forever by simply
drawing national park
boundaries. Today, it is clear
that this is untrue. National
parks are not islands. They are
greatly impacted by what
happens outside their
boundaries.
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WATER, THE LIFE BLOOD OF
THE EVERGLA.DES

Water management (the quality,
quantity, distribution, and timing of
delivery) is one of the most critical
environmental issues facing
Everglades National Park.

The everglades watershed originates
in the central Florida Kissimmee
River basin north of Lake Okee
chobee. Summer thunderstorms
would flood this region, the big lake,
and extensive areas of everglades
marsh. This created a shallow, wide
river which flowed slowly south
through the everglades to the

mangrove estuaries of the Gulf of
Mexico. The summer rains would
then give way to a six month dry
season. Everglades' plants and
animals adapted to this seasonal
wet/dry cycle.

During the past 100 years this river
has been altered by people. There
now exists an elaborate system of
dikes, canals, levees, floodgates, and
pumps which moves the water to
agricultural lands, urban areas, and,
finally, to Everglades National Park.
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WATER QUALITY

Water runoff, containing nutrients
and pesticides from dairy and sugar
cane farms around Lake Okee
chobee, drains into the canals and
wetlands which empty into the park.
High levels of nitrates and
phosphates destroy beneficial algae
and oxygen producing aquatic plants
and allow plants which consume
oxygen to flourish. If this continues.
Everglades National Park could be
irreparably damaged.




