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structures
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Architect/Builder
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SUMMARY

The Rookery Mound site is a low black earth midden archeological site, as 
Listing cover

scribed in Section F2 in the Multiple Property

______ _ The Rookery Mound site contains a largely undisturbed stratigraphic record of thl 
lades Tradition dating fromThe periods lla to Illc of the Glades Tradition (ca. AD. 750 to 1700). The Rookery Mound site 

suggests evidence of some form of aboriginal interaction with the seventeenth century Spanish explorers. Both majolica and 
Chinese Porcelain have been recovered from surface contexts of the Rookery Mound site. The site was also used by 
Seminole peoples during the modern period of Seminole history. This occupation is indicated by recent historic artifacts, and 
the presence of exotic plants that may have been Seminole cultigens.

The site has an abundance of well preserved archeological remains in their original context. The material culture remains 
include ceramic fragments, bone and shell ornaments and tools, preserved fecal material (coprolites), wood charcoal and 
carbonized plant remains, and substantial quantities of faunal bone and shell that reflect subsistence patterns. These artifacts 
can provide significant data on techno-environmental factors and their associated chronological sequences.

The exact location of Rookery Mound should be restricted because the site is likely to be damaged, looted or destroyed if its 
location and/or character is published.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The Rookery Mound site isi

__ During the rainy season1, this area is dominated by the freshwafer 
flow from the Everglades. In times of extreme dryness this branch can become tidally influenced and hence become more 
brackish. The local vegetation includes mainly mangroves, a cluster of ficus and other tropical hardwood species, and exotic 
types such as orange and lime trees, and sugar cane that were introduced by the Seminole occupants of this site.

PERIODS OF SITE OCCUPATION

The periods when Rookery Mound was occupied were identified by the ceramics and artifact types which have been used as 
temporal markers. Cultural remains recovered from controlled stratigraphic excavations include 697 potsherds and 5 other 
artifacts. The pottery sherds were predominantly of the Surfside complex, indicating a Glades Ilia (A.D. 1200 - 1400) 
occupation. The second major phases of the sites's occupation* Glades lib (A.D. 1400 -1513) is indicated by Glades Tooled 
pottery. The occurrence of two sherds of Key Largo Incised pottery suggests a brief earlier Glades lla (A.D. 750 - 900) 
occupation of the site.

The Rookery Mound site also represents a site where evidence of some form of aboriginal interaction with the seventeenth 
century Spanish explorers occurs. The two majolica sherds from the site are unclassified blue on white and unclassified white. 
The porcelain fragment has been classified as Ch'ing blue and white ware, probably K'ang Hsi period (1662-1722) (Griffin 
1988).
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The Seminole occupation at Rookery Mound appears to date from the Modern period of Seminole history (ca. 1880 A.D. to 
present). This is indicated by the presence of material culture items such as clear glass jars, firearm hardware, and 
wire-wound glass beads. The presence of citrus trees and a stand of sugar cane also attest to the occupation of this site by 
Seminole peoples.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Rookery Mound is a low black earth midden. The site name, Rookery Mound, implies that this is a constructed feature. It 
would be more accurate to refer to this site as Rookery 'Midden', since it is clearly an unplanned accumulation of occupation 
debris that has become incorporated into the site environment. ______
BIH In 1949 John Goggin visited the site and put in a five foot square test pit and determined the darK earth midden to be 
about 17 inches thick, with the bottom three inches of the midden zone consisting of marl and small oyster shells containing an 
appreciable amount of refuse. The midden overlay a grey marl layer 4 inches thick, which in turn rested on a dark granular soil 
with fine crushed shell. Limestone bedrock was beneath the water level at 33 inches below the surface.

APPEARANCE OF THE SITE DURING THE PREHISTORIC OCCUPATION

The appearance of Rookery Mound during the prehistoric occupation has changed through time. Evidence of vegetation, 
such as ficus and other tropical hardwood species, and exotic plants species such as orange and lime trees, and sugar cane 
were introduced by the Seminole occupants of this site. The years of prehistoric and historic use may have enhanced the site 
environment by speeding the rate of organic accumulation and thus raising the site elevation relative to the surrounding 
swampy terrain.

PAST AND PRESENT IMPACTS

The Rookery Mound site contains a largely undisturbed stratigraphic record of the Glades Tradition dating from early Glades II 
times to the proto-historic period. The excavation of a single test pit by Goggin in 1950 is the only known disturbance to have 
occurred on this site. The field survey conducted by the Southeast Archeological center did not observe any evidence of 
vandalism, and the excavation of a single posthole demonstrated the site's stratigraphic integrity. The use and occupation of 
the site by Seminole Indians may have affected only certain areas of the site due to farming of the midden area. The 
disturbance was minimal and would have affected only the upper 10 to 20 cm of the midden strata by mixing midden debris.

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS
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The Rookery Mound site was first recorded by John M. Goggin using information supplied by Charles Brookfield (Goggin 
1950:229). Goggin conducted a test excavation at the site in January or February of 1949. The following is his account:

Rookery Mound

"This is a k

___ has undoubtedly been an important waterway for travel to the glades to the coast. Not far away in the 
Everglades proper are similar sites of the same age (Goggin MS).

_ ____ At the present time the site shows evidence of nof too 
distant Seminole occupation, the heavy surface growth of sugar cane and a few citrus trees being reliable markers of 
their former presence.

Rookery Mound has only been recently known. It was first called to attention by Charles M. Brookfield who made a 
surface collection here in 1947. No previous investigator has noted it, unless this is the site said by John K. Small 
(1924:82) |

A test pit was made on the west, or far slope of the midden, slightly north of the middle of the site. It was 5 feet square 
and excavated in 6 inch levels. At an approximate depth of 17 inches cultural material disappeared in the grey marl. 
At a depth of 33 inches limestone was reached (below water level). The pit profile revealed, from top to bottom: 14 
inches of black dirt and midden material, 3 inches of marl and small oyster shells, 4 inches of gray marl, and 9 inches 
of dark granular soil with fine crushed shell (freshwater species?).

Refuse was scattered through the black soil matrix, the only appreciable concentration being in the oyster shell zone at 
the bottom of the deposit. Shells were not abundant in the remainder of the material but they did form a small 
percentage of the total refuse. Marine forms present include Busvcon. Ostrea sp., Venus sp., Area ponderosa. Pinna 
sp., and Macrocallista nimbosa: the fresh water varieties were Ampullaria depressa. Palnorbis sp., and an unclassified 
mussel. Land forms were represented by Euglandina sp.

Animal bones were especially abundant, turtle being the most common. In addition manatee(?), deer and small 
mammal bones were found together with numerous fish remains, including the shark, drum fish (?), and unclassified 
forms. Alligator bones, bird bones, and crab claws made up the rest of the assemblage.

The non-ceramic artifacts do not appear to have any significant distribution. From the first six inches, came one crude 
limestone plummet-form pendant, a Macrocallista nimbosa knife, and a Busycon sp. pick type A. In the second level 
a bone pin fragment and another Macrocallista nimbosa knife were found. Nothing but potsherds was found in the 
third level.

We can interpret the history of the site insofar as it is possible to do so from such a small test pit, as follows. It was 
first, very briefly occupied during Glades II times. There was a second occupation in Periods Ilia, which may have 
continued more or less steadily in to Glades Illb times, as denoted by the quantity of Glades Tooled pottery. The
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presence of a single majolica sherd suggests that the Glades Illb occupation continued into historic times. This 
supposition is reinforced by surface material collected by Charles M. Brookfield, which included another majolica 
sherd and two fragments of Chinese Porcelain dating from about the seventeenth century (Goggin 1950:229-230)."

The Rookery Mound site was visited by the National Park Service's Southeast Archeologicai Center personnel during the 
second field season of the cultural resource inventory of the Everglades National Park. These investigations have been 
undertaken by the National Park Service Southeast Archeologicai Center in compliance with Executive Order 11593, and the 
National Historic Preservation Act as amended in 1980.

The National Park Service survey project visited the Rookery Mound site on March 10, 1983. The site is clearly visible on the 
infra-red imagery due to the contrast between the site local vegetation, a cluster of ficus and other tropical hardwood species, 
and exotic types such as orange and lime trees, and sugar cane that were introduced by the Seminole occupants of this site. 
The site size derived from this visit differs from Goggin's in that the National Park Service survey project found a more 
dispersed midden area. The site name, Rookery Mound, implies that this is a constructed feature. It would be more accurate 
to refer to this site as Rookery 'Midden', since it is clearly an unplanned accumulation of occupation debris that has become 
incorporated into the site environment. The years of prehistoric and historic use may have enhanced the site environment by 
speeding the rate of organic accumulation and thus raising the site elevation relative to the surrounding swampy terrain.
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SUMMARY

The Rookery Mound site is a low black earth midden archeological site, as described in Section F2 in the Multiple Property 
Listing cover form. Rookery mound was occupied from the Glades lla times (A.D. 750 - 900) to the Glades 1Mb period (A.D. 
1400 -1513). There is also evidence of some form of aboriginal interaction with the seventeenth century Spanish explorers, 
and a Modern period Seminole occupation, as described in Section E of the Multiple Property Listing cover form. Rookery 
Mound is significant under Criterion D because it has yielded and has the potential to yield information important in prehistory 
and history. The site is an excellent example of an undisturbed Glades Tradition site, which has yielded well preserved 
artifacts, faunal material, carbonized plant remains, shell and diagnostic pottery. Due to the site's integrity, length of 
occupation and cultural material contained, it has state significance because it has demonstrated potential to contribute 
valuable information about cultural history, subsistence, settlement patterns and culture ecology of the Glades tradition, 
Spanish contact and activity, and modern Seminole occupation.

ARCHEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Rookery Mound site contains a largely undisturbed stratigraphic record of the Glades Tradition dating from early Glades II 
times to the proto-historic period. It has the potential to provide data that directly relates to pivotal period of European contact 
and may provide information on this transitional period that saw the demise of the Glades Tradition. The site has an 
abundance of well preserved archeological remains in their original context. The material culture remains include ceramic 
fragments, bone and shell ornaments and tools, preserved fecal material (coprolites), wood charcoal and carbonized plant 
remains, and substantial quantities of faunal bone and shell that reflect subsistence patterns. These artifacts can provide 
significant data on techno-environmental factors and their associated chronological sequences. Rookery Mound is located on 
a major access route into the Everglades and may contain data relating to the interaction between coastal and inland peoples 
as well as interaction between tribal elements that existed around the coastal fringe of the south Florida peninsula.

The Rookery Mound site is significant because it represents a site where evidence of some form of aboriginal interaction with 
the seventeenth century Spanish explorers occured. Other sites in the region also contain evidence of this interaction, but 
usually in the form of Spanish Olive Jar ceramics, a type that cannot be chronologically placed with the same confidence level 
as Spanish made coarse earthen tin enamel wares (majolica) and Chinese Porcelain. Both majolica and Chinese Porcelain 
have been recovered from surface contexts of the Rookery Mound site.

The site is also significant in terms of the role it has played in the history of south Florida archeology. It was one of the first 
sites in the area where a proto-historic level was isolated. Rookery Mound was one of three sites in the area investigated by 
the late Dr. John M. Goggin. This work resulted in the publication of one of the few widely distributed papers concerning the 
Archeology of the Everglades National Park (Goggin 1950:228-246).

The Rookery Mound site has the potential to yield significant data on the content of Seminole sites that date from what 
Fairbanks terms the Modern Crystallization Phase of Seminole history (Fairbanks 1978 :188-89; Milanich and Fairbanks 1980: 
259). Fairbanks (1978:189) states:

No systematic archeological study of this phase of Seminole history has been done, although there has been rather 
frequent looting of Seminole graves. Of course, little archeology of contemporary groups has been developed 
anywhere, but if it becomes possible, processual-oriented archeology could be rewarding. Studies directed at a better
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understanding of the development of modern Seminole culture as it is revealed in material objects would be intensely 
valuable for knowledge of culture change and to help solve the many problems of the people today.
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