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1987 WILDFIRE ACTIVITY SUMMARY 

The 1987 f i r e season was highl ighted by the largest mobi l izat ion of person
nel and resources to western f i res in modern h is to ry . This followed two 
previous years of record-breaking mobil izat ions in 1985 and 1986. While 
the number o f f i res and acres burned during the year were less than the 
amount burned the two previous years, the in tens i ty of simultaneously 
burning f i r e s , and the threats posed to adjacent communities by these major 
f i r e s , was unprecedented. 

Nationwide, there were 71,300 f i res reported on public lands during the 
year. These f i res burned over 2,447,296 acres. Over 27,000 people were 
mobilized for w i l d f i r e suppression ac t i v i tes during the year. 

Wi ld f i re a c t i v i t y jumped around the continental United States from region 
to region during the year. In the Spring, drought condit ions in the 
northeastern lake states were the most severe in ten years. In early 
summer, f i r e a c t i v i t y was centered in the Great Basin, the Southwest, and 
Ca l i f o rn ia . The typ ica l early summer l ightn ing did not develop in Alaska, 
and the f i r e season there was a very l i g h t one. In midsummer, hot, dry 
winds, low humidi t ies, and lightning-caused a moderate amount of w i l d f i r e 
a c t i v i t y around the west. 

For most of August there was very l i t t l e w i l d f i r e a c t i v i t y , and i t appeared 
that the season would end on a quiet note despite the drought conditions 
around the West. In la te August, l igh tn ing a c t i v i t y from thunderstorms in 
Cal i fo rn ia and southern Oregon started over 2,000 f i r e s . Over 728,000 
acres burned in less than two weeks, wi th over 580,000 acres burned in 
Cal i forn ia alone. Fire suppression e f fo r t s in Cal i forn ia and Oregon con
tinued u n t i l mid-October. Then, to close out the year, lack of r a i n , wind, 
and arson combined to create a heavy f a l l f i r e season in the Southeast. In 
November, over 15,500 Tires were reported during the f i r s t week of the 
month; in the second week rain and snow cur ta i led the f i r e season. 

National Park Service w i l d f i r e a c t i v i t y generally followed the national 
pa t te rn . There were a to ta l o f 704 w i l d f i r es suppressed, which burned 
almost 39,000 acres. In add i t i on , there were 129 prescribed natural f i r e s , 
which burned 12,761 acres, and 111 prescribed burns that covered 28,893 
acres. During the year, there were a to ta l o f 1,781 f i r e f i g h t e r s and 
overhead dispatched for interagency suppression e f f o r t s . Neither the 
number of f i res or the number of acres of NPS land that burned during 1987 
was except ional ly h igh. However, the number o f personnel who l e f t the i r 
home areas to assist on interagency w i l d f i r e supression de ta i l s was the 
greatest in agency h i s to ry . 

The f i r e year began for the National Park Service in the Southwest, with 
human-caused f i res in January and February at Alibates F l i n t Quarries and 
Buffalo River. In March, w i l d f i r es were reported in 7 out o f 10 regions. 
Again, the f i res were human-caused, and the largest were at Indiana Dunes, 
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