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Wildland Fire Activity Summary 

Chronology of the year's events: The year 
started quietly, with no major wildfires reported in 
January or February. Ffigh to extreme fire danger 
in Texas and Florida was a precursor to problems 
to follow later in the year. Big Cypress National 
Preserve in Florida conducted prescribed bums 
totalling over 12,000 acres in the two months. 

In March, there were a series of large fires at Big 
Bend and Guadalupe Mountains National Parks in 
Texas, Carlsbad Caverns National Park in New 
Mexico, and Big Cypress National Preserve. Two 
squads of firefighters were assembled from sea­
sonal NPS hotshot crew personnel, and sent to 
south Florida to assist in fire suppression there due 
to the extreme fire danger. 

Numerous human and arson-caused fires were 
reported in the southeast and southwest during 
April, with wildfires at Big Cypress, Everglades, 
Big South Fork and Great Smoky Mountains 
(Tennessee), Blue Ridge Parkway (North 
Carolina), Cumberland Island (Georgia), Big 
Bend, and Buffalo River (Arkansas). A large fire 
on state land adjacent to Everglades was fought by 
Everglades and Big Cypress personnel in a suc­
cessful effort to keep the fire from entering the 
Everglades. Unusually low early-season fuel 
moisture readings in Rocky Mountain and Western 
Region parks, and a sparse Sierra Nevada snow-
pack heightened concerns about the coming 
western fire season. 

Large fires continued in May, with major suppres­
sion efforts again at Everglades, Big Cypress, and 
Big Bend. Four fires at Everglades burned over 
100,000 acres, and the arson-caused Tamiami Fire 
threatened facilities at Shark Valley before being 
controlled. The largest fire was the lightning-
caused Ingraham Fire at the Everglades, which 
burned 98,800 acres within the park before being 
controlled. Agressive control tactics, prior pre­
scribed burns, and the use of single-engine air 
tankers were helpful in controlling the Florida 

fires. A series of lightning storms in Big Bend 
burned over 3,000 acres in and adjacent to the 
park. 

Continuing in June, NPS suppression efforts were 
focused on south Florida and the southwest. A 
large, arson-ignited fire began on state land in East 
Everglades, and swept into the Shark Valley 
section of the park, burning 15,600 acres of park 
land. Due to the extreme drought conditions and 
low water levels in the park, areas that had burned 
a year earlier reburned. Lightning storms, coupled 
with extremely dry conditions in the Southwest, 
caused major fires at Carlsbad Caverns and El 
Malpais in New Mexico. Prescribed bums were 
successfully conducted in the giant sequoia groves 
in Yosemite and Sequoia-Kings Canyon National 
Parks in California. 

In July, there were large fires at Grand Canyon and 
Saguaro National Parks in Arizona, at Mesa Verde 
National Park, Colorado, and again at Big Bend 
and El Malpais. Very high and extreme fire dan­
gers were reported in large areas of the Rocky 
Mountain, Southwest, and Western regions. NPS 
commitment to the first of the year's two large 
interagency suppression efforts peaked in mid-July 
with 590 firefighters and 153 overhead personnel 
committed to fires. 

Lightning storms started hundreds of fires, primar­
ily on national forest lands in Idaho, Oregon, and 
Montana, in early August. The National Park 
Service mobilized a large number of people in 
support of the second interagency mobilization for 
widespread suppression operations. Peak of the 
NPS mobilization occurred on August 8, when 
there were reported to be 783 NPS firefighters and 
194 NPS overhead committed to out-of-park fire 
operations, for a total of 977 people representing 
all 10 regions. Widespread rain aided suppression 
efforts, and all personnel were back in their home 
units by the month's end. 
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