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FIRE ACTIVITY SUMMARY - -

Alaska Region 

The 1992 fire season for the Alaska 
Region was remarkable for the number of 
fires that did not occur and the amount of 
acreage that did not burn. 

The Region recorded a grand total of 
seven fires that consumed 199 acres and 
the 1992 fire season was the first time in 
many years that fire suppression support 
forces were not requested from the lower 
48 states. 

Mid-Atlantic Region 

The region experienced rather quiet fire 
seasons during 1992 due to higher than 
normal moisture. A total of 22 fires over 
133 acres occurred within park units. 
Due to preplanning and interagency 
coordination the region was able to 
mobilize 71 firefighters and 14 overhead 
for western fire assignments. This was 
due in large part to the efforts of the 
individuals assigned to the Eastern 
Interregional Coordination Center located 
at Shenandoah National Park. This 
includes both park staff and personnel 
detailed from other parks within the 
region. This mobilization overlapped with 
the mobilization following Hurricane 
Andrew which brought the Mid-Atlantic 
total mobilized forces to well over 125 at 
one point in time. 

Midwest Region 

The Midwest Region experienced a very 
quiet wildfire year with 155 
incidents/responses, excluding prescribed 
fire operations. A cool and moist fire 

season in many of the parks helped keep 
fire occurrence down and subsequent 
burned acreages quite small. The major 
exception was Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore, which experienced 95 
incidents/responses alone. Voyageurs 
National Park was the second most active, 
followed by Ozark National Scenic 
Riverways. All park wildfires responded 
well to initial attack efforts and none 
developed into project fires. Burned 
acreage was kept to its lowest level in the 
past 10 years. Mutual aid responses rose 
though, to an all time high; again, mostly 
at Indiana Dunes. Fire causes were within 
norms, with 16 percent attributed to 
railroad ignition, 15 percent to trash and 
debris burning, 10 percent to campfires, 9 
percent to exhaust systems, 8 percent 
playing with matches, and the remaining 
42 percent in various other categories. In 
contrast to last year, lightning ignitions 
played a minor roll, down 76 percent. 
Even though the Region now has two 
parks (Voyaguers and Isle Royale) with 
approved natural prescribed fire programs, 
no acceptable natural fire ignitions 
occurred this year as the fire season across 
the upper Great Lakes region was 
generally cool and wet. 

Western Mobilization occurred during 
August and September with 65 fire 
personnel committed. The wildland fire 
mobilization system was also utilized to 
provide emergency resources to the 
Hurricane Andrew incident in the South 
Florida parks. 

North Atlantic Region 

The region experienced wildland fires 
throughout the calendar year. The wildland 
fires numbered 56 and burned a total of 
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