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National Park Service 
Regions 

The map pictured above depicts the National Park Service Regions and the following list identifies the 
corresponding park clusters serviced by System Support Offices (SSO's). Not all SSO's are staffed with 
fire management personnel. System Support Office fire management staff may support parks from other 
clusters. 

Alaska Region (AKR) 
Alaska System Support Office (AKSO) 

Intermountain Region (IMR) 
Colorado Plateau System Support Office (CPSO) 
Rocky Mountain System Support Office (RMSO) 
Southwest System Support Office (SWSO) 

Midwest Region (MWR) 
Great Plains System Support Office (GPSO) 
Great Lakes System Support Office (GLSO) 

National Capital Reeion (NCR) 
National Capital System Support Office (NCSO) 

Northeast Reeion (NER) 
Allegheny System Support Office (ALSO) 
Chesapeake System Support Office (CHSO) 
New England System Support Office (NESO) 

Pacific West Region (PWO) 
Columbia Cascades System Support Office (CCSO) 
Pacific Great Basin System Support Office (PGSO) 
Pacific Islands System Support Office (PISO) 

Southeast Region (SER) 
Appalachian System Support Office (APSO) 
Atlantic Coast System Support Office (ATSO) 

Gulf Coast System Support Office (GCSO) 
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WILDLAND FIRE ACTIVITY SUMMARY 

Alaska Region 

The 1997 fire season was active considering the number of fires. Eleven fires burned a 
total of 11,638 acres in Alaska NPS units. Fires were located in Gates of the Arctic, 
Denali, Bering Land Bridge, Wrangell-St. Elias, Lake Clark and Katmai. The largest and 
most complex fire burned across State, Doyon, and NPS lands northeast of Alaska. This 
fire was an excellent example of interagency cooperation, effective cost management and 
use of an appropriate fire suppression alternative that protected Bettles and adjacent 
communities while allowing the fire to meet land management objectives. 

Intermountain Region 

The 1997 fire season can be characterized as having had the appearance of being slow. A 
dry spring was interrupted by an active El Nino that produced extensive moisture 
throughout the region. The moderated burning conditions provided many parks with a 
longer burning window. 

Parks within the Intermountain Region suppressed 156 fires, responded to 175 support 
actions and 17 false alarms. Acreage burned on NPS lands totaled 1,183 acres. However, 
parks within the region were able to successfully treat 11,205 acres with 42 prescribed 
burns, and 2,228 acres by managing 47 wildland fires for resource management benefits. 

Fires that were noteworthy include Bandelier National Monument's Lummis Fire, 
managed by a national prescribed fire management team (Zimmerman). This fire 
represented the first significant test of the current fire management policy and provided a 
number of lessons about the speed in which other agencies will be moving toward 
implementation. The Devils Bathtub Bum at Saguaro National Park was the largest in 
that park's history of fire use. Interestingly enough, both Bandelier and Saguaro, as well 
as other parks within the Region implemented prescribed bums concurrently with 
wildland fires managed for resource management benefits. 

Midwest Region 

The Midwest Region experienced a very quiet wildfire year with only 49 wildfire 
incidents. In addition we filled only 39 support actions. 

The region has two parks (Voyageurs and Isle Royale) with approved prescribed natural 
fire programs. One successful prescribed natural fire occurred at Isle Royale this 
summer. It lasted a couple of months, accomplished an acre of ecosystem maintenance, 
and provided a wealth of experience for the park fire management staff. 
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Along with the inactivity of the wildfire season, we are pleased to report a very active 
resource management prescribed fire program that included hazard fuel bums. A total of 
47 management ignited prescribed fires (MIPF) were initiated, totaling 3,980 NPS acres 
treated. 

The very active spring MIPF program was highlighted when a temporary Prescribed Fire 
Module (PFM) consisting of three members of the Yellowstone PFM and one member 
from the Whiskeytown PFM were reassigned to the Region to provide assistance. This 
module was pre-positioned at Buffalo National River. Working closely with the park's 
fire management officer, with park employee support from Buffalo Wilson's Creek 
National Battlefield, Pea Ridge National Military Park, and Ozark National Scenic 
Riverway, several thousand acres of landscape burning was accomplished in a three week 
commitment. 

Pipestone, Effigy Mounds, and Homestead National Monuments used their entire park 
staffs, supported by interagency neighbors, to help accomplish their projects. Indiana 
Dunes completed numerous bums both in the spring and fall seasons. The fall season 
was noteworthy for Knife Indian Villages National Historic Site as that park initiated it's 
first-ever MIPF; an accomplishment made possible through the extra effort of the park's 
Chief Ranger and Superintendent who not only played a significant role in the planning 
process, but personally participated in the bum as well. Voyaguers National Park 
completed several landscape bums to cap a very successful prescribed fire season in the 
Midwest Region. 

Northeast Region 

The wildland fire occurrence in the Northeast Region was average overall for the year. 
The Allegheny Area had a very active spring fire season, and the entire southern half of 
the region was set up for an active fall season prior to subsequent periods of prolonged 
precipitation. The largest fire in the region, the North 40 fire at Gateway National 
Recreation Area, resulted in shutting down the Long Island Beltway for three hours on a 
busy Sunday. 

No resources from the region were mobilized out of the region for wildland fire 
assignments. 

Hazard fuel reduction programs continued at many parks in the region. New River Gorge 
continued to remove excessive fuel accumulations from coal refuse piles and around 
cultural and historic sites. Acadia National Park concentrated it's hazard fuel program on 
Isle au Haut and the Schoodic Peninsula. Plans for hazard fuel reduction at Gateway and 
Fire Island were begun. Prescribed fire projects continued at many parks with increased 
prescribed bum activity being planned for the future. This year the prescribed bums at 
Saratoga National Battlefield was coordinated with a hands-on water handling class. The 
combination of project and training resulted in more qualified personnel at the bum and 
allowed students to see the various hose lays available. Cape Cod National Seashore 
conducted three days of prescribed research burning at the Lombard Hollow site. Two 
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members of the Cape Cod fire staff assisted with prescribed fires out of region, with one 
assisting at Everglades National Park and the other serving on a detail to an NPS 
Prescribed Fire Support Module. 

Pacific West Region 

Suppression activities were relatively quiet in 1997; the most significant was the Huffer 
fire in Lassen Volcanic National Park, in which a prescribed natural fire was converted to 
a wildfire due to the proximity to the park boundary and the possibility of the fire leaving 
the contiguous Forest Service Caribou Wilderness. The prescribed natural fire involved 
the mobilization of NPS crews from all three regional clusters as well as a Prescribed Fire 
Management Team. 

The fire uncovered many significant differences between the Park Service and Forest 
Service in the administration, mobilization, and payment regulations involving 
prescribed natural fires. Since these issues were likely to reappear in 1998 with the 
Wildland Fire Policy, a national, interagency fire review was conducted, with the 
identification of issues to be addressed by the 1998 fire season. 

The Huffer fire, together with the Coggins prescribed fire at Whiskeytown, generated a 
substantial amount of controversy with regard to the biomass industry and the potential 
role the industry may play in the reduction of wildland fuels on NPS land. The issue has 
reinforced the importance of stressing to the public that the purpose of prescribed fire is 
not only for hazard reduction, but also to accomplish resource management objectives. 

The prescribed fire program at Yosemite accomplished more acres than in any previous 
year; it also was involved in several air quality issues, including the controversy from a 
nearby Forest Service prescribed fire that caused a significant smoke event and a resultant 
shutdown of all burns in the airshed. Nuisance complaints, and the ability of such 
complaints to result in a suspension of bum permit issuance even if National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards are not violated, remains a significant barrier to increased 
prescribed fire activity. 

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks continued a multi-dimensional program in 
support of the development of landscape-scale prescribed fire projects incorporating 
public education and involvement, interagency planning, GIS mapping and FARSITE 
use, coordination and negotiations with the San Joaquin Valley Air District, and a wide 
variety of fire effects monitoring and research. The Mineral King Demonstration Area 
continues to provide a focus for program refinement. 

The 375-acre Redoubt Fire in North Cascades was managed successfully under a 
confinement strategy with the help of a Prescribed Fire Management Team. The park 
also continued with the Stehekin Valley Forest Fuel Reduction/Firewood Management 
Plan. 
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The Columbia Cascade Cluster as a whole is continuing to develop Fire Management 
Plans and prescribed fire programs, along with a significant interagency role in the 
Northwest fire community. It is expected that these parks will play a significant part in 
the escalation of the NPS prescribed fire program resulting from the revised federal fire 
policy. 

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park continued to be affected by Kilauea, which continued 
into its 14"' consecutive year. Surface lava flows covered some of the last remaining akia 
shrubland. Because of this ongoing activity, evaluation is continuing into the use of fire 
as a management tool at the park, as well as at Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site 
and Kaloko Honokhau National Historical Park. 

Research burning is also continuing to determine if fire can be used to revegetate burned 
areas. Data have been encouraging and fire and resource management personnel are 
collecting seed of fire tolerant native species. The seed bank would be used in support of 
a post-fire rehabilitation program to prevent the invasion of burned areas by normative 
species. 

Many of the fire programs in the Region have identified common areas which will 
require improvement, especially to more fully realize the benefits of the new federal fire 
policy. These include: 

• detailed fuel model mapping 
• improved community outreach, support, and education 
• improved relationships and communications with air quality regulators 
• improved coordination of interagency and cross-boundary prescribed fire projects 

A related issue is the need to better integrate NPS fire business and administrative 
practices with that of cooperating fire agencies. This will ensure that the NPS properly 
pays, and is paid for, its support of state and local fire activities, which includes the 
development of interagency fiscal policies, agreements, and training. As a result, the 
Pacific Great Basin Support Office Fire Program Assistant position was reclassified as a 
Fire Fiscal Control Specialist to take the lead in this area. 

Southeast Region 

Wild fire activities in the region were the lowest recorded in the past decade in terms of 
starts, and fourth lowest for acres involved. Local mutual aid responses, on the other 
hand, were ranked as the third highest recorded for the past ten years. Numbers of 
prescribed burns during the year were about average for the past ten years, as were the 
acres involved. As in the past, Big Cypress National Preserve lead the way for acres 
treated. 

Consistent with other regions, NPS employees responding to support actions outside the 
region were low in number due to the relatively quiet fire seasons experienced in 1997. 
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PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Fire Management Program Center 

Staffing changes in the Fire Management Program Center included filling the vacant 
Training/Qualifications/Prevention position with Merrie Johnson, an Automation and 
Training Consultant in the BLM Alaska State Office. A new Training Development 
Specialist position jointly funded by the NPS and USFS was filled by Clark Noble who 
came from a position at the Forest Service's McCall Smoke Jumper Base in McCall, 
Idaho. Clark will be working on joint-development projects, including fire tactics and 
fire fighter survival training modules. 

The 1997 calendar year witnessed two significant events in the FIREPRO Working 
Capital Fund (WCF) for wildland fire equipment replacement. Twenty-one engines 
purchased with FY96 funds ($1,360,042) during the first year of WCF commitment were 
accepted from three vendors and delivered to the 20 ordering parks; this was in addition 
to three previously delivered water tenders ($295,690). In this, the WCF's second year of 
operation, FY97 funding ($1,007,265) supported purchases of 11 engines and one water 
tender for 11 participating parks. Purchases during both fiscal years were facilitated by 
significant cost shares from the Pacific Great Basin Support Office's ONPS Equipment 
Replacement Program. 

Those parks not receiving direct support from the WCF will still have the opportunity to 
request equipment replacement funding through the annual FIREPRO Capital Equipment 
(items >$ 1,500) budget. In the past three years, including FY98, this funding source has 
accommodated replacement of 11 engines and 30 slip-on pumpers. 

The first full year for the three fire management interns was satisfactorily completed. 
Fire Management Program Center and Ranger Activities Division staff conducted site 
visits with all interns to make program modifications. All interns were "maxed out" for 
training, but indicated that they felt the program was successful to date, as did their 
mentor Fire Management Officers. 

Development of new and revised standard fire management position descriptions 
occupied considerable time of several Program Center staff throughout the year. 

FIREPRO program audits were conducted in Cape Hatteras National Seashore; 
Shenandoah, Joshua Tree, and Mesa Verde National Parks; Ozark National Scenic 
Riverways; and the Columbia Cascades Support Office. Site visits were conducted at Big 
Cypress National Preserve, Everglades, Zion and Rocky Mountain National Parks. The 
Program Center supported reviews of the Ackerson Fire in Yosemite National Park, LD 
Falls Fire in Dinosaur National Monument, Lookout Point Fire in Wind Cave National 
Park, and the Huffer Fire in Lassen Volcanic National Park. 
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Program Center staff participated as team members on national interagency Area 
Command Teams. Staff also assisted in management of the National Prescribed Fire 
Management Teams, served in various team positions, and completed a narrative 
summary of the Lummis Fire in Bandelier National Monument. The Deputy Chief 
Ranger chaired the review of the Yosemite National Park flood response, and served as 
the Area Commander advisor to the United States Coast Guard during the Spill of 
National Significance Area Command exercise scenario. 

The Deputy Chief Ranger represents fire and aviation management concerns and issues 
on the national Ranger Activities Council which was chartered in June, and in this regard 
addressed these concerns at both the Midwest and the Pacific West Regional Chief Park 
Rangers conferences. 

Use of the Internet-accessible Multi-Agency Training Schedule (MATS) continued to 
expand. For internal use, the US Forest Service agreed to utilize MATS for all fire 
training announcements, a significant variation from the service-wide direction. 

The sixth year of a scheduled 10-year NWCG suppression and prescribed fire curricula 
revision project was accomplished, with assistance from Program Center staff and 
numerous NPS subject matter experts from the field. 

A Program Center employee participated as a member of the Prescribed Fire and Fire 
Effects Working Team (PFFEWT) and the National Advisory Group for Fire Danger 
Rating (NAGFDR). During the year, the PFFEWT continued to support course 
development and maintenance for the prescribed fire curriculum. Developmental work 
for Advanced Fire Effects (RX-540) was continued and a test course will be available in 
1998. Development efforts continued on Prescribed Fire Monitoring and Analysis (RX-
290), and Prescribed Fire Behavior Analysis (RX-590). Program Center staff were 
involved in the consolidation of RX-590 and Fire Behavior Analyst (S-590) into a single 
course. Training courses were developed at the regional level to cover long range fire 
behavior assessment and large fire growth simulation. 

Significant support was provided to national and regional training in the form of course 
coordinators, lead instructors, or unit instructors for the following courses: RX-590, 
Prescribed Fire Behavior Analyst; Fire Ecology and Ecosystem Management; Fire 
Management Leadership for Local Line Officers; RX-340, Introduction to Fire Effects; S-
520, Advanced Incident Management; RX-92, Monitoring Prescribed Fire Behavior and 
Effects. Four incident qualifications training sessions related to the Shared Applications 
Computer System were held in Boise. 

Staff members also served as NPS representatives on the following steering committees: 
National Park and Wilderness Training Course Cadre; and RX-590 Steering Committee. 
Support was also provided in the form of presentations at the Region 6 Prescribed Natural 
Fire Workshop in Portland, Oregon. 
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Program Center staff coordinated a Prescribed Natural Fire Workshop and review of the 
1996 fire season at the National Interagency Fire Center. NPS personnel participated in 
an interagency Fire Management Officer's workshop in March, in Boise. In December, 
the first NPS Fire Management Officer's conference since 1990 was held in Las Vegas. 

The "Managing Fire Prevention and Education Programs" workshop was developed and 
taught once this year, with assistance from the Program Center in personnel and funding. 
The objective of the Workshop is to increase the level of effectiveness of individuals used 
to educate audiences on reduction of human-caused wildfires and the role of prescribed 
fires. The NPS had one attendee in this course. Continued involvement in the DOI "Fire 
Education Team" materials review and production resulted in a new activity book being 
produced for pre-school to first-grade children. 

Continued support was provided for the Incident Certification and Qualifications System. 
While no major software revisions were put in place, several NWCG-approved 
modifications were implemented, including the addition of the Incident Commander, 
Type 5 position. 

Center staff participated on the IFCC Research Working Team and served as project 
coordinator for two research projects. In addition, staff provided review of candidate 
manuscripts for publication in the Proceedings, 20th Tall Timbers Fire Ecology 
Conference, and served as Associate Editor for the International Journal of Wilderness. 

An interagency "Serious Wildland Fire-Related Accident Investigation Process" was 
finalized between the DOI and Forest Service. This document was generally adopted by 
the DOI Risk Management community for general application to investigation of all DOI 
serious accidents (485 DM 7). The NPS identified five Criminal Investigators with 
strong fire backgrounds as candidates for Chief Investigators, and a Deputy Regional 
Director as a candidate for a Serious Accident Investigation Team Leader. An 
interagency investigation team workshop was held in Denver in April. Work continued 
on development of an Interagency Serious Accident Investigation Handbook. 

Program Center staff were heavily involved in the ongoing Tri-Data "Firefighter Safety 
Awareness" contract study, reviewing and providing input to the contractor in Phases II 
(identification of desired firefighter safety culture) and III (identification of specific 
actions to achieve the desired cultural changes). 

Development of interagency fire management medical standards was initiated between 
the DOI, the four DOI bureaus, and the Forest Service, with assistance from the Public 
Health Service and the Office of Personnel Management. This work will continue into 
1998. 

Pursuant to the Incident Management Review Team (IMRT) Report and the 1995 Federal 
Fire Policy Review, the Federal Fire and Aviation Leadership Council tasked a work 
group to develop standard interagency competencies, qualifications and position 
description language for key fire management positions. Chaired by a Program Center 
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staff member, a multi-year work schedule was developed; identification of selected 
interagency fire positions made (unit, geographic area and national Fire Program 
Managers; Fire Use Specialist; Suppression Specialist; Prevention Specialist; Dispatcher; 
Helicopter Manager; Engine Foreman; Interagency Hotshot Superintendent; Senior 
Firefighter); and competencies/KSA's for those 11 positions were drafted. 

The first NPS-specific fire readiness review was conducted at Yosemite National Park, as 
a pilot for establishment of a Service-wide Readiness Review Program. Initial planning 
was conducted for initiation of such a program in 1998. 

Considerable time and effort were spent by Program Center staff in updating and 
converting NPS-18 (Wildland Fire Management Guideline) into the three-tiered 
directives system of Management Policies, Directors Orders, and Reference Manuals. 
The draft D)-18 was approved by the Office of Policy and was submitted for field review 
by parks and regions. 

Program Center staff served in support of work groups that addressed action plan items 
identified in the Implementation Action Plan for the Federal Wildland Fire Management 
Policy and Program Review, chartered by the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture. 
Staff participated on task groups responsible for revision of Departmental Manual 910 
DM. Center personnel led the interagency effort to convert the Escaped Fire Situation 
Analysis process and format into the Wildland Fire Situation Analysis. 

Efforts continue to develop a process to collect, organize and display accurate and timely 
information about the number, cost and impact of structural fires in National Park Service 
facilities. Work continues with the Case Incident Reporting System (CIRS)/National 
Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) program to utilize unobligated data fields in 
their program to collect structural fire information. Once this is accomplished, the data 
will be distributed in a useable format to the appropriate levels of NPS management for 
consideration. It will also be provided to the National Fire Information Reporting System 
(NFIRS) to be included in nationwide fire occurrence statistics. 

One of the recommendations in the Federal Wildland Fire Policy Review is to provide 
training to municipal fire departments covering operations on wildland fires and in 
wildland/urban interface areas. The National Park Service has been an active participant 
on the interagency task group that is in the process of developing the course. Initial 
design and format was accomplished in September, 1996, text writing and educational 
support technique organization continues. 

Production work on the video for this course is in the final stages and will be completed 
in early 1998. Additional test presentations will be scheduled when the materials are 
available. 

The Fire Management Program Center home page and Shared Applications Computer 
System (SACS) are now accessible through the World Wide Web which makes the 
connection much easier. This tool (Web-Term) also provides access to other NPS 
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systems and links to other sites. Details are available on the Internet at: 
h Up://fire, n ifc. zips, go v/webterm/default. asp. 

SACS interviews were conducted at six different sites from Portland, Oregon, to 
Providence, Rhode Island. Comments were received from all levels of the NPS as well as 
other participating agencies. The goal was to discuss strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats regarding the current SACS system and to include those issues 
in a report to management. This laid the groundwork for a 5-year SACS Strategic Plan 
which was signed off at the end of 1997. A copy of the plan can be found at: 
http://fire.nifc.nps.gov/webterm/default.asp. 

Several SACS programming accomplishments during 1997 either refined existing 
processes or added new tools to the system: a fire effects monitoring analysis for 
FIREPRO was implemented; development efforts in the qualifications system now 
provide the ability to enter multiple employee experiences in a single incident, and the 
ability to select an employee and perform any kind of qualification entry against them 
without having to re-identify the employee. Work that is progressing into 1998 includes 
establishment of unique job and training codes (internal to the system) so changes to 
training codes and job codes can be accomplished more efficiently. 

Alaska Region 

Fire management continued support for landcover mapping in Lake Clark, Wrangell-St. 
Elias, Cape Krusenstern, and Denali, as well as digitizing the fire management 
boundaries and historical fire perimeters for all NPS units. The Region's Fire Program 
Assistant continued efforts to complete the historical fire occurrence database for Alaskan 
NPS units. 

FIREPRO funding and FTE was approved for a new Fire Management Officer (FMO) 
position to support Wrangell-St. Elias and Yukon-Charley Rivers. An FMO position 
established by FIREPRO last year, headquartered at Denali, also serves the Northwest 
Alaska Parks, Bering Land Bridge and Lake Clark. 

The National Park Service and the interagency fire management community continued 
work on the interpretation and implementation of the Federal Wildland Fire Policy. The 
NPS Regional Fire Management Officer assumed duties as the chairperson of the Alaska 
Wildland Fire Coordinating Group (AWFCG). Alaska NPS fire management entered 
into a three-year cost-share agreement with other AWFCG agencies to provide funding 
for a statewide Fire Prevention Coordinator to be stationed at the Mat-Su Borough Public 
Safety Office. 

NPS fire management supported interagency training within Alaska by sponsoring and 
serving as instructors for Intermediate Wildland Fire Behavior, and Introduction to 
Wildland Fire Behavior Calculations, and provided fire and aviation training at Alaska 
NPS units. 
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Intermountain Region 

Reorganization continued to play a major role in the operations of the Intermountain 
Region fire management program this year. The conversion of the Southwest Support 
Office Fire Program Assistant position into a Regional Wildland Fire Management 
Specialist (vacant at this time) will further realign functional responsibilities in the 
Denver office. The Southwest Support Office Fire Management Officer position was 
converted to the Regional Aviation Management and Safety Specialist. This position will 
have responsibility for the Pacific West, Intermountain and Midwest Regions and will be 
stationed in Denver by June, 1998. 

Intermountain Region personnel participated on several national work groups this year, 
including the National Interagency Fire Statistics Information Project, instruction of Fire 
Behavior Analyst (S590) and development of an informational brochure intended to 
inform park visitors of the Service's fire management philosophy. In addition, the new 
Aviation Manager position planned, coordinated and managed the interpretive/outreach 
effort at the air show at Oshkosh, Wisconsin, which addressed overall NPS aviation and 
the overflight issues specifically. This continues to be the largest NPS outreach initiative 
regardless of subject matter. 

A unique approach to evaluating the hazard fuel relationship to cultural and historical 
resources was implemented in the region in 1997. The Archeological Site Hazard Fuel 
Assessment Project was hosted by Mesa Verde National Park and made assessments on 
eighty two archeological sites in twelve parks. The objective was to assess site 
vulnerability to wildland fire and recommend mitigating actions to protect the sites 
through fuels modifications. A park may then use these recommendations to put a hazard 
fuel reduction project request for FIREPRO funding. The intent is to provide a 
mechanism that will allow for better protection of our cultural resources from loss or 
damage by wildland fire and reduce costly rehabilitation of sites after fires have impacted 
an area. 

The 1997 field season marked an expansion of the fire effects monitoring program within 
the Intermountain Region. The nine existing programs in FIREPRO parks continued 
their quality work, and two additional FIREPRO parks implemented new programs. 
Traveling crews that service multiple parks were established at Bandelier, Carlsbad, 
Saguaro, and Zion. The Region sponsored two fire effects training courses: RX92 Fire 
Monitoring Program Design; and RX80 Preburn Inventory Techniques. 

Midwest Region 

The "Role and Function Statement" for the Wildland Fire Management Advisory Group 
of the Midwest Region was signed by the Regional Director in July, giving all Fire 
Management Officers (FMO) a long-term vision and proactive approach to provide 
leadership to the wildland fire program in the Region. The advisory group is comprised 
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of the five park FIREPRO FMO's, and the Midwest Support Office's FMO and 
Prescribed Fire Specialist. 

Noteworthy changes in fire management staffing in 1997 included filling a new 
Prescribed Fire Specialist in the Midwest Support Office in January with Richard Balrr 
who had been Yellowstone's Assistant FMO. Two park FMO positions became vacant 
during the year; the position at Buffalo was filled by Jim (JP) Mattingly who had been the 
NPS Alpine Interagency Hotshot Crew Superintendent for several years, and the Ozark 
FMO position is still vacant. 

Individuals from the region participated in both the NPS Interagency Hotshot Crew and 
Prescribed Fire Module detailer programs. Both programs continue to provide a very 
valuable service in expanding our fire management expertise throughout the Service. 

Several changes were made in dispatching and coordination procedures and we are 
continuing to organize and support interagency zone dispatch centers throughout the 
region. Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area took the lead for the NPS in creating 
an Interagency Dispatch Center for Ohio that will help out the parks in that state. 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore has joined with their local cooperators from the 
Huron Manistee NF to facilitate their coordination efforts. The Minnesota Interagency 
Fire Center continues to be a highlight of our coordination efforts in taking the lead for 
the NPS units in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Iowa. Indiana and Illinois have made the 
first steps toward formal agreements with coordination efforts coming from the state of 
Indiana. Coordination provided by Ozark, and support from Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial facilitates Missouri's Mobilization Site in St. Louis. Arkansas has 
always functioned very well with all of the efforts going through a state coordination 
center at the forest level. All of the NPS units west of the Missouri River, including the 
Regional Office in Nebraska, will be using the Custer Dispatch Center in South Dakota. 
Parks in Kansas will be supported by the Pueblo Dispatch Center in Colorado. The North 
Dakota parks are supported by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Clark Salyer Refuge. 

National Capital Region 

A program was initiated to establish a fire crew at the Harpers Ferry Job Corps campus. 
Several Job Corps staff members with previous fire experience attended National Capital 
Region sponsored firefighter safety refreshers and an initial group of students attended 
basic fire training with National Capital and Northeast Region personnel. Plans are in the 
works to train approximately 30 to 40 additional students in the spring of 1998. In 
October, 1997, the region sponsored a basic fire training class for 32 Americorps NCCC 
students at Prince William Forest Park. Both the Job Corps firefighters and the 
Americorps firefighters will be managed and dispatched as National Capital Region 
resources. Arrangements have been made for the Americorps crews to assist with 
mechanical hazard fuel reduction projects in the region. 
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National Capital Region has entered an agreement with the Virginia Multiagency 
Coordination Group (VMAC) member agencies for the operation of the Virginia Incident 
Coordination Center (VICC). The new center will serve as the Virginia interagency 
contact point for the Southern Area Coordination Center. All VMAC members expect 
the new center will improve interagency cooperation and response to fires and other 
emergencies. The VICC is expected to become operational in March, 1998. 

Two National Capital Region parks are actively pursuing prescribed fire programs and 
hope to conduct their prescribed bums in late 1998, or early in 1999. Region personnel 
took advantage of various prescribed fire training opportunities offered by other regions. 
Personnel were assigned in trainee positions on prescribed fires in the Northeast Region 
and one participated in a detail with the Bandelier National Monument Prescribed Fire 
Module. 

Northeast Region 

A number of training courses were held at various sites throughout the Region. The 
National Park Service played a large role in a multi-agency RX90 course that was held at 
the New York State Academy of Fire Sciences, and a test course for RX230 was 
conducted at Cape Cod National Seashore. 

Regional Fire Program Assistant Pat Boucher became the first National Park Service 
employee to receive the National Al Bell "Excellence in Dispatch" award. 

Work continues at Saint Gaudens National Historic Site on the National Wildland 
Firefighter Memorial statues that when completed will go on permanent display at the 
National Interagency Fire Center in Boise. 

Southeast Region 

The year witnessed a significant changing of the guard as the Regional Fire Management 
Officer position vacated by retiring FMO Steve Smith was filled by Ken Garvin from 
Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area. The Fire Program Assistant position 
became vacant with the transfer of Mary Jones to Blue Ridge Parkway; that position is 
still vacant as of this writing. The NPS Emergency Services Coordinator position in the 
Southern Area Coordination Center became vacant with John Cannon's retirement and 
Rick Black from Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park was recruited for that 
position. 

Regional fire staff were assisted by NPS Fire Management Program Center staff in 
conducting wildland fire program reviews at Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Big 
Cypress National Preserve, and Everglades National Park. 
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Prescribed fire program support was provided to Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
with approval of their Fire Management Plan noteworthy from the standpoint that this is 
the first Appalachian park to include prescribed fire in their wildland fire program. 
Additional support was provided to Little River Canyon National Preserve, Canaveral 
and Gulf Islands National Seashores, Kings Mountain National Military Park and 
Mammoth Cave National Park in their fire management planning efforts. 

Negotiations with the NPS Fire Program Management Center will result in placement of 
a new Prescribed Fire Support Module in 1998 at Great Smoky Mountains to serve the 
needs of parks in the eastern United States. In addition, new fire effects positions will be 
situated in Everglades and Great Smoky Mountains National Parks to bolster those 
programs and to provide assistance to other parks in the east. 

Implementation of Vicksburg National Military Park's first-ever approved Fire 
Management Plan facilitated the park's first prescribed fire program activities, including 
a burn in March to maintain an historic vista, followed by a May burn for exotic plant 
control. Assistance for the prescribed fire program was provided by the Fire 
Management Officer from Natchez Trace. 

Park and regional fire staff provided a number of training courses at various sites 
throughout the Region, including providing assistance to cooperators in interagency 
sessions as well as instructing the firefighter segment of the Ranger Careers Program at 
the University of Memphis. 
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INTERAGENCY HOTSHOT CREWS 

The National Park Service presently manages two interagency hotshot crews as part of its 
contribution to national interagency fire suppression resources. The crews' primary 
function is hot-line wildfire suppression. When not needed for suppression activities, the 
crews are able to make significant contributions on interagency prescribed fire operations 
and other natural resource projects. 

The NPS crews are assigned to duty stations at hosting parks. The Arrowhead crew is 
permanently based at Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, and the Alpine crew is 
permanently based at Rocky Mountain National Park. 

In 1997, both crews were involved in a variety of projects in their host parks as well as in 
other National Park Service locations. Projects included: Hazard fuel reduction at Mesa 
Verde, Yosemite, Grand Teton and Grand Canyon National Parks; prescribed bum prep 
work and Village fuel break in Grand Canyon NP and prep work at Yosemite NP; 
prescribed burning at Grand Canyon NP, Golden Gate NRA, Wind Cave NP and Big 
Bend NP. Project work in Rocky Mountain NP (Alpine's host park) included debris pile 
burning, prescribed bum prep and burning, hazard tree removal, landscaping and front 
country trail maintenance. Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks (Arrowhead's host 
park) benefited from over 1,500 hours of project work in prescribed fire operations, trail 
and fence maintenance, road culverts and general maintenance. 

Interagency Hotshot Crew Workload Distribution, 1988 -1997 

Year 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
1995 
1996 
1997 

Number 
of Fires 

31 
32 
26 
30 
29 

. 22 
46 
23 
48 
22 

% Time 
Wildfire 

Suppression 
79 
68 
54 
51 
54 
51 
82 
60 
72 
41 

% Time 
Prescribed 

Fires 
3 
10 
9 
5 
5 
14 
2 
9 
3 

20 

% Time 
Other 

Projects 
3 
6 
12 
20 
29 
13 
9 
10 
14 
24 
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Interagency Hotshot Crew Wildland Fire Assignments. 1997 

ALPINE IHC: 

FIRE NAME 
Lookout Point 
Kibbie PNF 
Sewemup 
Trail Canyon 
Shell 
Dewey 2 
Amphitheatre 
Novato 

LOCATION/ AGENCY 
Wind Cave NP 
Yosemite NP 
Grand Junction BLM 
Montrose BLM 
Montrose BLM 
Black Hills NF 
Sequoia NP 
Marin County, CA 

DATES 
5/8-9 
5/22-30 
6/30-7/12 
7/17 
7/18 
9/1-6 
9/25-30 
10/6 

ARROWHEAD IHC: 

FIRE NAME 
Blaisdell 
Canyon 2 
Hemlock 
Paradise 
Logan 
Jacks 
Narrows 
Santiago 
Mill 
City Creek 
Homestead 
Azalea 
Baker 
Redwood Rx 
Sunset Rx 

LOCATION/AGENCY 
San Bernardino NF 
Angeles NF 
San Bernardino NF 
Los Padres NF 
Los Padres NF 
Sequoia NP 
Angeles NF 
Orange County, CA 
San Bernardino NF 
San Bernardino NF 
Los Padres NF 
Vandenberg AFB 
Orange County, CA 
Sequoia NP 
Kings Canyon NP 

DATES 
5/18-20 
7/1-5 
7/6-9 
8/3-4 
8/5-10 
8/11-14 
8/15-23 
9/2-4 
9/14-15 
9/22-24 
9/25-27 
9/27-29 
10/14-16 
10/19-22 
11/3-5 
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PRESCRIBED FIRE SUPPORT MODULES 

The Prescribed Fire Support Modules (PFSM) were established by the National Park 
Service in 1995. The primary mission of the program is to assist with prescribed natural 
fires (PNF) in the areas of holding, monitoring, mapping, and fire behavior predictions. 
Secondary priorities are to assist with ignition, holding and monitoring of management 
ignited prescribed fires (MIPF); prepare all aspects of MIPF, including control line 
location and construction, writing bum plans, establishing and reading fire effects plots, 
archeological surveys, etc.; and perform hazard fuel reduction projects. 

The number of personnel remained at 28 people, with all modules having seven 
individuals. Module Leaders and Assistants were converted to subject-to-furlough 
positions. Two GS-5 crewmember positions will be converted to subject-to-furlough in 
1998. The program will have new 5-person modules at Buffalo River and Great Smokies 
in 1998. 

The PFSM provided assistance to 33 NPS units in 13 states encompassing four regions in 
1997. Modules also provided prescribed fire assistance to the Bureau of Land 
Management, US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service and the California State 
Parks. Modules spent 23% of their work hours on prescribed natural fires and 22% of 
their time on management ignition. The primary quantifiable accomplishments of the 
program are summarized in the table below. 

Module 
Bandelier 
Whiskeytown 
Yellowstone 
Zion 

"""Totals: 

Prescribed 
Natural Fires 
#of 

Fires 
4 
5 
2 
5 
9 

#of 
Acres 
21,208 
2,983 
2,865 

23,116 
23,242 

Management 
Ignited Rx 

#of 
Fires 

16 
37 
28 
12 
73 

#of 
Acres 
5,623 
4,537 
7,908 
1,917 

17,218 

MIPF 
Preparation 

#of 
Fires 

9 
14 
10 
9 

34 

#of 
Acres 
11.8 
7.9 
1.1 
2.5 

22.0 

Hazan 
Redu 

#of 
Fires 

4 

4 

dFuel 
ction 

#of 
Acres 

15 

15 

** Total numbers may not add up because of use of more than one module on some 
incidents. 
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FIRE EFFECTS MONITORING 

The Park Service has been monitoring fire effects for more than a decade at some level or 
another. Some parks have done very little, while others have extensive programs. Two 
years ago the Park Service created a nationally funded policy for monitoring. The main 
goals of this program are to: 

• Verify that bum objectives are met. 
• Document immediate postfire effects of management-ignited prescribed fires 

(MIPF). 
• Follow trends in plant communities where fire effects are known. 
• Facilitate the sharing of fire-related information. 

This national policy on fire effects monitoring states that: "All parks with an MIPF 
program should monitor their fire effects. A park is free to monitor using their own 
protocols, but the national standard will be the National Fire Monitoring Handbook." 
Dinosaur National Monument and Yellowstone National Park are excellent examples of 
parks that are using their own protocols. 

Four parks (Carlsbad Caverns, Bryce Canyon, Guadalupe Mountains, and Zion National 
Parks) were funded for fire effects monitoring for the first time this year; all were parks 
that had set up monitoring programs prior to receiving funding. In addition, the 
following parks have set up or continued unfunded fire effects monitoring programs on 
their own: Big Cypress National Preserve, Grand Teton and Great Smoky Mountains 
National Parks, and Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 

The regional fire effects monitoring team concept, whereby staffing is shared by several 
parks, began in Central and Southern California in 1992, followed by Southern Arizona 
and Northern California in 1994. As of this year there are now eight fire effects 
monitoring teams, and four large park teams. This year the team concept was tested at 
Zion and Guadalupe, with these two new teams covering four newly funded parks. Five 
parks have not been incorporated into the team concept. 

Interest in the program continues to grow both inside and outside the Department of 
Interior. Part of this increased interest was generated by language in the Interior 
Appropriations Bill directing Interior to use a portion of its preparedness funds to study 
fire science questions related to prescribed burning, and specifically to "establish and 
implement a protocol for monitoring and evaluating fuels treatment techniques in a 
manner that measures performance over time and that allows conclusions to be drawn 
about the effectiveness and consequences of fuels management activities." 

This increase in interest can only benefit the program; and can lead to: a large and 
significant database; more ideas for improvement of the handbook and/or software; better 
communication and information exchange; insured program continuity; and a clearer 
outline of potential prescribed fire research needs. 
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Additionally, we are currently in the median phase of revising the Western Region Fire 
Monitoring Handbook to create the National Fire Monitoring Handbook. The next 
version of the Fire Monitoring Handbook software (FMH.EXE) should be released by the 
beginning of this field season, and should be available via the Internet shortly thereafter. 
Also, there are now four designated "regional" level fire effects monitoring program 
coordinators; Elizabeth Anderson, Intermountain Region; Richard Bahr, Midwest 
Region; Paul Reeberg, Pacific West Region; and Doug Wallner, Eastern Region. 

The following is a summary of the work accomplished across the country this year. 
Thanks to all of you for your hard work! 

Plot Installation b\ Region 

Workload ov Fire Effects Team 

Team 
Northern California 
Central and S. CA 
Sequoia-Kings NPs 
Yosemite NP 
Columbia Cascades 
Bandelier NM 
Dinosaur NM 
Glacier NP 
Grand Canyon NP 
Grand Teton NP 
Guadalupe Mtns. NP 
Rocky Mountain NP 
Saguaro NP 
Yellowstone NP 
Zion NP 
Black Hills 
N. Great Lakes 

# Plots Installed 
9 

32 
2 
5 

25 
14 
10 
29 
5 

28 
14 
3 
5 
3 

35 
27 
10 

# Plots Revisited 
111 
75 
44 
12 
13 
65 
68 
16 
15 
15 
15 
1 

42 
25 
36 
2 
8 

Total # Plots Visited 
120 
107 
46 
17 
38 
79 
78 
45 
20 
43 
29 

4 
47 
28 
71 
29 
18 

20 

Number of Plots Installed in 1997 Tota Number of Plots Installed 
PWR 1 IMR 1 MWR I TOTAL | PWR IMR | MWR I TOTAL 

52 "° 146 1 37 J 2 3 5 = T 838 "| 566 j 71 [ 1,475 



FIRE MANAGEMENT AUTHORIZATIONS, FY97 
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INTERAGENCY FAIRSHARE PROGRAMS 

FIELD AREA 
Fire Mgmt. 
Program Center 
Pacific West 

Intermountain 

Midwest 

Southeast 

National Capital 

REQUESTING UNIT 

Columbia Cascades 
SSO 
Pacific Great Basin 
SSO 
Channel Islands 
Joshua Tree 

Lassen Volcanic 

Lava Beds 
Mojave 

Colorado 
Plateau/Rocky 
Mountain SSO 

Southwest SSO 
Zion 
Saguaro 
Dinosaur 
Mesa Verde 
Grand Teton 
Rocky Mountain 

Voyageurs 

Atlantic Coast SO 

National Capital SO 

DESCRIPTION 
NWCG Operations Support, 
NARTC Support 
Air Tanker Operations 

North and South Zone 
Coordination Centers, 
Helicopter and crew 
Interagency Coordination 
Center 
Susanville Interagency 
Coordination Center 
Modoc Dispatch Center 
Interagency Coordination 
Center 

USFS: N. Rockies; Rl/FIDC; 
RMACC; BLM: WSFCC/CO; 
WICC/WY. DOI 
position/Missoula, Eastern 
Great Basin Coordination 
Center, Cedar City Dispatch 
SWA Caches 
Interagency Helicopter 
Coronado NF Dispatch 
Interagency Helicopter 
Interagency Helicopter 
Interagency Helitack 
Interagency Dispatch Center 

MN Interagency Coordination 
Center 
Interagency Helicopters; 
Regional Cache; Southern Area 
Coordination Center 
Interagency Helicopter GW & J 
NF 

TOTAL: 

AMOUNT 
$126,000 

$58,710 

$25,000 

$30,000 
$5,000 

$15,000 

$7,500 
$5,000 

$114,250 

$2,500 
$15,000 
$13,800 
$10,000 
$15,000 
$20,000 

$1,500 
$4,000 

$50,200 

$3,000 

$521,460 
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1997 SERVICEWIDE 

FIRE STATISTICS 
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NORMAL FIRE YEAR STATISTICS 

The normal fire year calculation is based on an analysis of National Park Service fire 
history for 10 years, from 1988 through 1997. "Normal" occurrence is defined as the 
third worst year in a 10 year analysis period, and the statistics for each size class may 
be derived from different years. 

SIZE CLASS 
IN ACRES 

A (0 - 0.2) 
B (0.3 - 9.9) 
C (10 - 99.9) 
D (100-299.9) 
E (300 - 999.9) 
F (1,000-4,999.9) 
G (5,000+) 

TOTALS: 

NUMBER OF 
WILDFIRES 

495 
285 
63 
26 
16 
14 
5 

904 

NUMBER OF 
PRESCRIBED 

NATURAL FIRES 
52 
21 
11 
4 
2 
3 
0 

93 

Start Days: 313 (Wildfires); 293 (Prescribed Natural Fires) 
Peak number of starts in a day: 36 (WF); 50 (PNF) 

NATIONAL FIRE ACTIVITY 

25 

FIRE TYPE | I FIRES | NPS ACRES 
Suppressed on NPS lands by NPS full control strategy 479 5,736.3 
Suppressed on NPS lands by NPS modified control 70 12,416.2 
Suppressed on NPS lands by other federal agency 4 88.1 
Suppressed on NPS lands by non-federal agency 62 107.1 

PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES 93 5,541.7 
MANAGEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES 224 62,310.7 

NATURAL OUTS ON NPS LANDS 121 
MUTUAL AID BY NPS ON OTHER LANDS 166 
SUPPORT ACTIONS (NON-LOCAL) 438 
FALSE ALARMS 80 



WILDFIRES BY SIZE CLASS 

SIZE CLASS IN ACRES 
A (0 - 0.2) 
B (0.3 - 9.9) 
C (10-99.9) 
D (100 - 299.9) 
E (300 - 999.9) 
F (1,000-4,999.9) 
G (5,000+) 

TOTALS: 

AGENCY 
LANDS 

FIRES 
344 
140 
44 
14 
5 
2 
2 

551 

ACRES 
36.2 

250.6 
1,446.8 
2,089.0 
2,536.0 
4,415.0 
7,380.0 

18,153.6 

ALL 
LANDS 
ACRES 

36.2 
258.2 

1,507.3 
2,109.0 
2,776.0 
5,585.0 

31,045.0 
43,316.7 

There were 551 wildfires reported on NPS land in 1997, which is 61 percent of the 
normal fire year calculation. Approximately 88 percent of the wildfires were controlled 
at under 10 acres in total size. 

WILDFIRES BY CAUSE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE LANDS 

CAUSE 
Lightning 
Campfire 
Smoking 
Debris Burning 
Incendiary 
Equipment Use 
Railroads 
Children 
Miscellaneous 

TOTALS: 

0 FIRES 
197 
99 
26 
31 
29 
37 
10 
12 

110 
551 

0 ACRES 
14,555.2 

164.0 
4.9 

1,777.4 
262.9 
145.3 

10.4 
36.5 

1,197.0 
18,153.6 

% FIRES 
36 
18 
5 
5 
5 
7 
2 
2 

20 

% ACRES 
80 
1 
0 

10 
1 
1 
0 
0 
7 
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LARGE WILDFIRES1 

REGION 
Pacific West 
Alaska 

PARK 
Lassen Volcanic 
Gates of the Arctic 

FIRE NAME 
Huffer WF 
Mud Fire 
Reed River 
Lockwood 

NPS 
ACRES 

1,190.0 
2,080.0 
3,225.0 
5,300.0 

TOTAL 
ACRES 

1,190.0 
24,185.0 
4,395.0 
6,860.0 

LARGE MANAGEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES 

REGION 
Pacific West 

Southeast 

Intermountain 

PARK 
Yosemite 

Big Cypress 

Everglades 
Grand Teton 
Big Thicket 
Carlsbad Caverns 

FIRE NAME 

Kibbie 2 
Aspen Val 
Cowbell Rx 
Paces Dike 
Deep Lk Rx2 
Deep Lkn Rx3 
Ch. Tower 
Lower Sprd 
Fmul 300s 
Rx 9701B 

NPS 
ACRES 
3,000.0 
1,600.0 
2,176.0 
7,600.0 

18,317.0 
1,084.0 
1,400.0 
2,245.0 
2,050.0 
1,100.0 

FUEL TYPE 
Timber/Closed Litter 
Herb/Timber Grass/Understory 
Herb/Tall Grass 
Herb/Tall Grass 
Herb/Tall Grass 
Chaparral/Southern Rough 
Herb/Tall Grass 
Chap/Dormant Brush/Slash 
Chaparral/Southern Rough 
Chaparral/Brush 

There were 224 management ignited prescribed fires completed during 1997 for a total 
of 62,310.7 agency acres treated. The largest burn program was conducted at Big 
Cypress where 9 management ignited prescribed fires treated 30,907 acres. 

LARGE PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES 

REGION 
Pacific West 
Southeast 
Intermountain 

PARK 
Lassen Volcanic 
Everglades 
Bandelier 

FIRE NAME 

Huffer 
N. River 
Lummis 

NPS 
ACRES 

1,100.0 
1,046.0 
1,655.0 

FUEL TYPE 
Timber/Closed Litter 
Herb/Tall Grass 
Herb/Timber Grass/Understory 

' "Large", for the purpose of these tables, would include any fire totaling over 1,000 acres regardless of land ownership. 
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WILDFIRES BY REGION 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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MUTUAL AID RESPONSES BY REGION 

Number of Responses 

29 

Key: 

AKR = Alaska Region 
IMR = Intermountain Region 
MWR = Midwest Region 
NCR = National Capital Region 

NER = Northeast Region 
PWR = Pacific West Region 
SER = Southeast Region 
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PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES BY REGION 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 



MANAGEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES 
BY REGION 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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SUPPORT ACTIONS BY REGION 
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1988-1997 
FIRE STATISTICS 

SERVICEWIDE 
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NPS WILDFIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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NPS MUTUAL AID RESPONSES, 1988 - 1997 

Number of Responses 

NPS FALSE ALARMS, 1988-1997 
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NPS MANAGEMENT IGNITED 
PRESCRIBED FIRE, 1988 - 1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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NPS PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Acres 
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Number of Fires 



NPS SUPPORT ACTIONS, 1988-1997 

Number of Support Actions 

Support actions are primarily wildfire suppression assists to non-local areas. 
They do not include local mutual aid responses. National mobilizations of 
National Park Service personnel for interagency wildfire suppression efforts 
were unheard of until 1985. Since that time many agency personnel, including 
those whose regular job assignments are not fire-related, have been trained 
and dispatched to fire assignments. 

The above graph displays the number of support action dispatches, consequently 
the actual number of individuals dispatched is substantially greater. These figures 
do not include people who were involved in mutual aid or local suppression 
activities, or the people involved in fire related support positions at their home units. 
In addition to personnel, NPS helicopters, engines, and other equipment are 
commonly used during mobilizaions. 
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1988-1997 
FIRE STATISTICS 

BY REGION 
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ALASKA REGION WILDFIRES, 1988 - 1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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INTERMOUNTAIN REGION WILDFIRES, 1988 - 1997 

Number of Fires 

44 

Number of Acres 



INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
MUTUAL AID RESPONSES, 1988-1997 
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INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
MANAGMEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

46 

Number of Acres 



INTERMOUNTAIN REGION 
PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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MIDWEST REGION 
WILDFIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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MIDWEST REGION 
MUTUAL AID RESPONSES, 1988-1997 
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MIDWEST REGION 
MANAGEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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MIDWEST REGION 
PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 
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Number of Acres 



NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 
WILDFIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 

52 



NORTHEAST REGION 
WILDFIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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NORTHEAST REGION 
MUTUAL AID RESPONSES 1988-1997 
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Number of Responses 



NORTHEAST REGION 
MANAGEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 

55 



PACIFIC WEST REGION 
WILDFIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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PACIFIC WEST REGION 
MUTUAL AID RESPONSES, 1988-1997 

Number of Responses 

57 



58 

PACIFIC WEST REGION 
MANAGEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 



PACIFIC WEST REGION 
PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 
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Number of Acres 



SOUTHEAST REGION 
WILDFIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 
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Number of Acres 



SOUTHEAST REGION 
MUTUAL AID RESPONSES, 1988-1997 

Number of Responses 
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SOUTHEAST REGION 
MANAGEMENT IGNITED PRESCRIBED FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 
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SOUTHEAST REGION 
PRESCRIBED NATURAL FIRES, 1988-1997 

Number of Fires 

Number of Acres 




