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CAVEAT

This material was prepared by the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center for
use in its training programs. Consequently, all reasonable efforts were made to
make the policies and procedures set forth herein be in conformance with
Federal law and regulations at the time of printing.

Anyone using this material for any other purpose should consider the possibility
that Federal legislation and/or court interpretations after this material was sent for
printing have made parts of the material obsolete and take appropriate action to
satisfy themselves that the material is current.



SOCIETY, LAW, AND THE PCLICE ROLE

INTRODUCTION

In recent years, we have experienced a concerted movement
toward professionalization in law enforcement. This has been
accompanied by higher educational levels, stricter training
requirements, better salaries, and more sophisticated tools and
equipment. Despite all of this progress, and despite certain
positive portrayals of law enforcement officers in the news and
entertainment media, old attitudes and images persist. The dumb,
brutal, stupid cop is still a handy target for media caricature.

It is difficult for any one to function within an emotional
atmosphere of hatred and disdain. It is even more difficult if
one is uncertain as to the basic significance or importance of
his/her function.

The aim of this brief presentation is to convey to the officers
a sense of the importance of the police role. We intend to explore
the origins of society and of laws, to emphasize that without law
the very notion of a society is inconceivable, and to show that law
itself is meaningless without a force to implement it.

In a very fine series of programs entitled "Civilization" which
appeared on Public Television several years ago, Lord Kenneth Clark,
the moderator of the programs, was attempting to show the difference

between the "Civilized Man" and the "Barbarian." Lord Clark said in



-

effect, The Civilized Man knows from whence he came and he can
conjecture as to where he is going. He knows his origins and can
project to some degree his future. The barbarian cannot or does
not. We believe that it is better to be a civilized police officer
than a barbarian. Therefore, we too, as law enforcement officers
should have some idea as to our origins so that we may understand
clearly that we are a part of a continuous historical process.

We fully believe that the officer who has a broad understanding
of his/her role and purpose will, in general, function better than

the officer who has no such understanding or background.

ANIMAL SOCIETIES

Inasmuch as we shall be discussing social groups and the law,
it might be worthwhile for us to briefly look to the simple
organization of the animal world.

If we examine the animal world, we find that living creatures
may be classified in many different ways. One simple classifica-
tion might be based upon whether the creature is a solitary or
social animal.

Social animals are those which, for the sake of survival, have
learned to live together with others of their kind as groups, herds,
packs, etc. We can think of numerous examples of such creatures;
cattle, deer, apes, horses, wolves and geese, to name a few.
Environmental dangers, predatory threats, the nature of the food
gathering process - all of these and many others represent the

forces which cause such creatures to seek the society of other






