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What is an Earthwork? Forts and Fortifications
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Oglethorpe's Fort
Frederica

Classical Design

On February 18 1736, the first settlers of General James
Oglethorpe's fortified town of Frederica arrived. Frederica was
to serve as Britain's southernmost bulwark against the Spanish
located at what is now St. Augustine, Florida. The original plan
for the fort was drawn in 1736 by Swiss engineer Samuel
Auspourger and the first structures built were the fort's walls
and interior buildings (such as the Kings Magazine) . The fort

.walls consisted of earthen ramparts covered with sod, and a

The elements of fortification are
based on creating differences in
elevation (ditches and walls} to the
advantage of the defender and
detriment of the attaclcer. From these
two features a whole series of
defensive works are employed. Typical
18th century design begins with a
square enclosure (although other
geometric shapes were used) of earth,
stone, brick or logs. At each corner
is placed an angular projection call a
bastion. Bastions allow defenders to
maximize their firepower and eliminate
Mead ground.'

Beyond the fort wall existed ditches
and outer works. Meant to befuddle

attackers and deflect artillery the
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