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THE BURT HOUSE, BUILT IN 1884, WAS THE LAST MAJOR CONSTRUCTION AT FORT LARAMIE. LT. COLONEL
ANDREW BURT AND HIS FAMILY LIVED IN THIS HOME UNTIL 1889 WHEN LT. COL. BURT LEFT FORT LARAMIE
TO TAKE COMMAND OF THE 25TH REGIMENT. AFTER THE FORT'S CLOSURE IN 1890 THE HOUSE REMAINED
IN USE AS A PRIVATE RESIDENCE UNTIL IT WAS ACQUIRED BY THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE IN 1938. THE
FIRST NPS CUSTODIAN LIVED IN THIS HOME FOR SEVERAL YEARS. IN 1940, FORT LARAMIE WAS RECORDED
BY THE HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY DURING THE PROGRAM'S FIRST DECADE OF EXISTENCE.
MAJOR REHABILITATION OF THE BURT HOUSE TOOK PLACE IN 1955 AND 1956. THOSE EFFORTS REPLACED
ROTTEN FLOORING AND JOISTS AND THE INTERIOR PLASTER. A SECOND REHABILITATION PROJECT, FROM
1999 - 2000, FOCUSED ON THE ROOF, WINDOWS AND EXTERIOR FINISH.

FIELD WORK FOR THIS PROJECT WAS COMPLETED BY CYARK, A NON-PROFIT DIGITAL
DOCUMENTATION ORGANIZATION, IN THE FALL OF 2009 USING LIGHT DETECTION AND
RANGING (LIDAR) LASER SCANNING EQUIPMENT TO PRODUCE A HIGHLY ACCURATE
THREE-DIMENSIONAL (3D) COLLECTION OF SURFACE POINTS CALLED "POINT CLOUD."
ONCE PLOTTED IN 3D ON A COMPUTER SCREEN, THE POINT CLOUD WAS CONVERTED TO
A 2D DRAWING. A COMPARISON WITH THE 1940 HABS DRAWINGS SHOWS THAT OVERALL
DIMENSIONS AND MASS OF THE BUILDING MATCH UP WELL, WHILE LOCATIONS OF MINOR
ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS DIFFER, REFLECTING SOME SETTLING AND IMPERFECTIONS OF THE
BUILDING AND THE CHANGES THAT OCCURRED DURING THE BUILDING RESTORATION.
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