Fort Matanzas
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Mal:amaslnletwas the scene e
of crucial events in Spanish colonial
his iory. The massacre of French
soldiers here In 1565 was Spain's
opening move inestablishing a
colony in Florida. The construction
of Fort Matanzas in 174042 was
Spain’s last effort to ward off BEritish

encroachmentson ST AUgUSTn:.

Outpost of Empire

Since it founding in 1565, the military outpost town of 5t
Augqustine had been the heart of Spaint coastal defanses in
Florida. After Castille de San harcos was completed in 1655,
the town had only one weakness: Matanza Inlet, 14 miles
south, allowed access to the Matanzas River, by whidh enemy
vessels could attack the town from the rear—out of range of
the Castilles cannon. Spain had good reason to fear attack
Beginning with Francis Drake's raid on 5t Augustine in 1586,
England had repeatedly harassed the Spanish colony. In 1740
Gow. James Oglathorpe blackaded 5t Augusting inlatwith
troops from the British colony of Georgia and began a 30-day
slege of the town, A few Spanksh vessels managed to break
the siege by evading the Bleckada and rasupplying the town,
With the onset of hurricane season, Oglethorpe gave up the
attack and retumed to Georgia
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To prevent the British from contredling the inlatand staring
Stoaugustine into surrender, carpenters and mason: began
bl ing Fork bMatanzas, with labor supplied by convi cis, slawes,
and addi tional troops from Cuba. In 1742 with tha fort near
complation, Oglethorpe arrived off the inlet with 12 ships. The
forts cannon drove off his scouting boats and the warships left;
it had passed its first test As part of the Treaty of Paris ending
the French and Indian War, Florida was trarefarred to Britainin
1763, After the American Revolution, a second Treaty of Paris
raturned Florida to Spain in 17384, Spain made Hitle effort to
maintain Fort Matanzas, and eresion and rainwatar took thair
tedl. When Spain ransferred Florkda to the United States in
1815, the fortwas o badly deteriorated that it seldiers could
no longer live inside. The United States took possessionin 1821
bt never occupied the fort
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Afsar 1743 Fort Matanzas
cafwrvdad the inlar frem
entry by eneny wessels
and lept open 5t Augus-
cirvs liewn of Corrdnuni-
tions with Hawana.

Dyravwrry after the 1740
niwge. this map shows
St, Auyguing’s vulnars-

Matareas Imbet (@ lede)
conld il up tha river

and attack the town
frorm the rear.

Ergsion and shifting tid-
ol depoiis have 5o nl-
tared the inket sinos the
17005 that the fort iz
mow BBout u balf-mile
farthagr from the open
s In 1742 the inket
wiid clora anough tha

any ships trying 1o an-
na e o Rl Wit hin reh Gl
of the fort’s guns. The
bzuserant 3 right e
s out hig mom badic
mission: scanning the
inlat for enamy sails

The Tower at Matanzas

Fort Matanzas—50 feet on gadh ade with a 30-foot tower—
wias built of coquina, alocal shallstome. Lime for thia o tar
wias made by burning oyster shells. A foundation of close-set
pine piling: driven deep into the marshy ground stabilized the
fort. Soldiars were rotated from 3t Augustine for ers-month
duty tours at Matanzas, usually a cabo (officer-in-charge), four
infantrymen, and two gunners. More could ke assigned to this
remaote outpost whan intarnational tergion: ingeased, up to
the planned maximum of 50 during a aisis. The soldiers lived
and ate together in a sparsely-furnished room off the gun
dad:; the officar lived in the vaulted room above

The fort <ould cover the inletwith five guns: four Sx-poundars
and one 18-poundar. All could reach the inlet, |ass than a
half-mile away in 1742, Loophales in the southwall of the
tower allowed the infantrymen to fire their muskets from in-
sicda the fort. Besidas warning St Aaugusting of enermy wassels
and driving them off if nacassany, the fort tarved as a rast
stop, coast guard station, and a place where vesels heading
for St Augusting could get advice on navigating the river. But
its primary mission was to maintain control of Matanzas Inlet
After thwiarting British attempts to gain the inletin 1742, the
fort never again fired its guns in battle.
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1 64 Amid the passionate conflicts
of the Protestant Reformation, Philip Il of
Spain learned that the Frenchman René
de Laudonniére had established Fort
Caroline €0 in Florida on land claimed by
Spain. Fort Caroline provided a perfect
basze for French attacks on Spanith trea-
sure fleets sailing back to Europe along
the Florida coast. Worse, to the devoutly
Catholic Philip, the settlers were Hugue-
nots—French Protestants. Despite Philip's
protests, Jean Ribault sailed from France
in May 1565 with over 600 soldiers and
settlers to resupply Fort Caraline. Philip
charged Adm. Pedro Menéndez de Avilés
with establishing a settlement in Florida
and with removing the French, He sailed
from Spain with 800 people, arriving at
the mouth of the 5t. Johns River £ in
August, shortly after Ribault, After &
brief sea chase the Spanish retired south
to the newly founded post €) they had
named 5t. Augustine.

Jean Ribault sailed on September 10 to
attack 5t. Awgustine, but a hurricane car-
ried his ships far to the south, wrecking
them on the Florida coast £ between
present-day Daytona Beach and Cape
Canaveral. At the same time, Menéndez
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led a force to attack Fort Caroline. With- =

the French soldiers gone, Menéndez eas-
ily captured the settlement. Upon his re-
turm to St Augustine, he learned from
Timuwcuan Indians that a group of white
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men were on the beach a few miles to
the south. He marched with about 50
soldiers to whiere an inlet & blocked
nearly 130 of the shipwrecked French-
mien trying to get back to Fort Caroline.

Menéndez told them how Fort Caroline
had been captured and urged the
French to surrender, but with no prom-
ise of clemency. Exhausted and having
lost most of their weapons in the ship-
wreck, they did surrender. But after they
were brought across the inlet, Menén-
dez ordered them slain. Only 16 were
spared—a few professed Catholics and
four artisans needed at the new settle-
ment of St Augustine,

Two weeks later the sequence of events
wias repeated, Maore French survivers
appeared at the inlet, including lean
Ribault. Again the French surrendered
and met the same fate as their fellows.
In all, nearly 250 were killed. From that
time, the inlet was called Matanzas, the
Spanish word for “slaughters.” Were
these vengeful acts motivated by religion,
or, with food already low, was Menéndez
simply doing what was necessary for his
colony's survival?

Barrier Island Refuge

On the ocean side of
the islaned, sea oats, leg-
umes, and other hardy,
salt-tolerant plants
grovwg on the dunet
help stabilize them with
their extemtive root syi-
tems, Thiy also provide
cowrer for several animal
specied, ke the endan-
gored Anastasia island
beach mouse,

In proserving the site
of hitoric evenls
o Anastasia bland,

Congrass abo 5ot aside
a slice of an intact bar

o wland ecosyitem.

gopher tortoise (right)
digs branching burrows
up to 30 feat into the
dunes. Other species
lik e the southern leop-
ard frog and the andan-
gered eamtern indigo
snak e (Teft) puploit

the tortoie's labor for
their aawn shaelter,

ther estuary, where salt
wrater meets fresh, This
i the most diverse huab-
itat of the iland. Her
ons and agrets feed on
ther rich supplhy of fish
and crustaceand |iving
in thie salt marshes,

Oxproys and bald
waghes fight aver the
oiprey's catch, Pelicans
and terna dive head

The island’s highest
part is old dunes oo

Distinct habitats harbor
many species, several
listad a5 endangored or
threatened. From May
e AU guist, the basach is
thie nastineg site for sea
twrtbes, incheding the
loggerhiad (threat-
emved} and the green
andd leatherback (both
snvidangarad), Thae
beach is alko home to

In thae seruls areas, chas-
actarized by prickly pear
cactu, bayberry, and
qreenbrier vines, the

ered with coastal forest
roated in thick, decayed
remairg of picheer spe-
i, Palmd, red bay,
arvd live oak provide a
canapy sheltering spi-
ders, lizards, raccoens,
anvd the great horned
eyl {Tefr) and ather
birds. Berries and fruits
of underitory plants
provide food for some

first sl the Fréer after
then fish. Skimmars fly
low e e water.
Hawrks swoop kow over
ther grass. The tidal
flats are alive with fid-
dler craks wanving thair
chaws. Raccoans, owls,
and night herons hant
at night. Marsh rabbits
nilshlie on young sprouts
i the momming, There

The park is & nesting area for endangensd and
theeatenaed animal species, Flease observe any
area closure signs. The ooean beaches, used by
rarine turthes for nesting and hatching, are
closed to vehides. To help preserve the fragils
environment, do not walk or drive cn the dunes
anell b ot pick sen oats, Sea oats and other
plants help hold the dunes in place. To out, break,
or in any way destroy sea oats or other plants
mary subject you to fines and Impriscnment.

Fort Matanzas National Monumen? i one of
ofer 00 parks in the National Park System, To
learn more about parks snd Nationasl Park Ser
Wi programs in Amerkca'’s comamunitie, vist

the ghost crab and the
threatened least term.
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of these animals. i always action arcund
et 5alt marsh.

Behind the dunaes and

forest lie the tidal

croeks and marshes of

L ol Fort Matanzas National
L Manument is 14 miles
e south of Saint Awgue-
Beach 1 tine and is reached via

Flac Alh on Anastasia
tsland. The park is open
4 ami fo 5:30 pm daily;
closed on Decembaer 25.
There & e admssion
foe, The park consists
of alrnodt 300 mres on
Rattlesnake and Ama-
itadin mlands.

Thee wisitor center & open
from 9 am to 4:30 pm
daihye An gight-minute
film akrout the fort and
the area’s history is
shown. Hestrooms are at
el wisitor canter parlk-
ing lot. A passendger
farry carries visitors to
thee fort, weather par-
mitting, from 30 am
o 4: 30 pm. The ferry
and fort are not whesl-
chair-accessible. The
wisitor center and rest
roenms are whealchair-
accessible.
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Maore information

Fort Matanzas
Hational Monument
BAIS A1A South

1. Auguetine, FL 32080
0 AT1.0116

whanw.nps. govifoma

Swimming For pedes-
irlam access to baack,
frea parking & available
w thires lotss tveo Beach-
side and one riverside
Parking lod ehode danly
at 10 i no overnight
wthiicles permtted.
Wasrning: Rig currents
are sometimes encoun
terad along the ocean
shore. Always swim
riear & lifeguasd

For Your Safety The
river beach near the
wishbor center containg
iy sharp ayster
shedls and slippery
racks slong the bank.
Do not cimb on the
racks or oyster shells;
serious infury can result

giond = Akoohod 5
prohibited, = Metal de-
tectors are prohibated,
* Mo glass contaimers
may b wed on the
beach. = Viditor: must
kesp pots on a leash
and munt chean up after
theemi, * The fort may be
visited only by ranger-
|l qroasps, s Dacking
Prvate vesgels at the
fort or letting off pas-
sengens s prohibited.

& Do not climb oF sit on
the fort walls. = Visitors
are reqpndibile for wn-
derstanding and com
plying with all local,
state, and foderal fire
arms lwes. Fedoral law
prohabits fireanms in
the park's visitor center,
adminkstraticn offices,
restrooms, of fort, and
oy the ferry boal, Thete
places are posted with
sigris al public ertrandis.
If you hawe questions,
plese contact a park
ranger,



