
Fort Necessity
National Battlefield

Pennsylvania

Fort Necessity National Battlefield commemorates the
events surrounding the start of the French and Indian War
in 1754, George Washington, commanding a detachment
of Colonial troops, encountered his first military action
here in the mountains of western Pennsylvania. On May
28, 1754, Washington engaged a French detachment at a
site now known as Jummonville Glen; on July 3, 1754, the
French and their Indian allies attacked and forced the

surrender of Washington's defensive position, Fort
Necessity. In 1755, British General Edward Braddock was
mortally wounded and was buried along the crude road,
between Fort Necessity and [umonville Glen.

With the eventual British victory, the region was available
for settlement from the seaboard colonies. After the
Revolution, the government began to recognize the need
for good roads across the mountains; and by the 1820's the
government-financed National Road carried passengers and
freight to and from the West. The Mount Washington
Tavern, built on a hill overlooking the site of Fort
Necessity, is typical of the road-side accomodations of the
day.

What To Do

You may tour the tavern, visit the reconstructed stockade
and learn about the historic events which occurred here
through the exhibits and slide program at the visitor
center.




