FORT SCOTT HISTORICAL AREA

Forl Scotl, in Bowrbon County, exirems sasiém
Kansas, was esiablished in 1842 a5 & base Tof U.5,
Army peace-kesping elforls mlong the vague “Per-
manent Indian Frontier" between the sstablished
states ol the Union and the unocrganized lerritories
o the wesl, Il was abandoned in 1853, after this
concep! was droppoad, and Kansae and Nebraska
territories were opened fo white settlemant. The forl
area then became a slvillan eammunity and, durlng
the “Bleeding Kansas” period [1853-1861] — when
free-staters and pro-slevery factions struggled tor
supramacy — was the locus of much clvll disiur-
bance.

During the Clvil War [1881-1865] Fort Scoll was
reactivated and was an importanit supply cenber and
staging ares for Union armiss Fghting in Missour,
the indian Terrltory [modern Oklahoma|, and Arkan-
sas. Clvll commotlhon attendant te new rallrosd
construction brought the Army back n tha 1870
toi & short pered.

Faw of the many weslem lort sites avallable o the
modern traveler and history bull reveal so many
soparale aspecis of our nalion's Wesiward Expan-
gion exparience.

THE INDIAN FRONTIER

The Fori Scoll story begins early in our history,
whan the nstion was struggling wilh many problems
ol o new and expanding couniry. We were superi-
encing oui liml “population explosion™. tn 1780
#boul lour million people lived in the Uniled Stales;
by 1830 thers wers aver tweive million, and mars
coming! Ten new siates had been Jormed and
admilied o the Union. How eould conllicting rights
of the original inhabitents — the Amarican Indian —
and thoss ol the land-hungry newcomess be justly
resalved?

Stateamen of the time developed a very ressonable
solution — move the Indians larther “Oul Wesi™,
beyond the organized, developing sisiss. A per-
manent fronfler between the stsles snd the wild
country to the west would ghe the indian fribes
sacurily from white interferance. N would make use
of wild, littie-known country which nobody thought
the whils man would ever nesd, or wanl. Il was
sincersly balleved the idea was fair 1o all concarned,
that 1 would work, and both cultures could than
co-exksl In peace,

To define this border and control i1, the Army was lo
bulld & chain ol oulposis sxtending lrom Fori
Snelling [modern Minneapolis, Minnesola], south-
ward Into Louisiana. Forl Scoil was to be one af
theso, roughly hall-way batween Forl Laavenworth,
in norihern Kansas, and Fort Smith, in wesism
Arkmnzas. A milltary road to connecl these lorts was
bagun in the 1830°s, Although & far cry from loday's
freeways, this wagon rond sarved well as » irans-
poriation medium lor the time, and was In use log
many years. Modern highway US 89 follows mueh
the same routs north and soulh of Fort Scotl.

Becauss of distances between the outposts, & spe-

clal breed ol troops was developed to handle the
situation. These wara the colarfully uniformed dra-
goons — nol only dashing cavalrymen, but men
wall trained in infantry combat as well. Their mobil-
ity parmitind guick response — for those days — (o
any frontler problem. Thelr job wes o guard the
border — to keep the Indians from bothering the
seltlors, and vice versa.

Fort Scoll was officially lounded May 30, 1842, and
manned by two companies of the Firsi United
SIATES DTAQOONE. I8 NAME RONBME GaPErsl Win-
finld Seoti, "0l Fuss and Fealhers™ of Maxlcan
War fame, who had only recenily besn made Gener-
al-in-Chigf of the U.5. Army.

This was a good site. Here, where a fiat iimesions
blull oweriooks the valley of Marmaton River, wars
the resources they neoeded. Il had & commanding
positien atop the biull, with wide vistas — essantial
in the days before radar. There was ampls bullding
sione, and plenty of waler in ihe cresks — anough,
parhaps, o power a waler-whaal smwmlil, Thers was
grags Tor the horses and many treas for lumbar;
avaen bads ol coal, io supplemeni the fual supplyl It
was furihermore within the Indisn Countbry, yet quits
close 1o the Stale of Missouwr [admiited 1o the Unlen
owel twenty years aarilar],

Construciion af the forl bulldings began ai onca.
The post required houses for officera. barracks for
th& man, large stabiles for the many horaes, s wall
as o hospiial send the many oiher sccoutrements ol
an lsolated military hase. All thess had to ba bulll
simosi from scratch, since ihe nearesi supply
polnts ware hundreds of miles distant snd land
transportation was slow and difficull. Neverthelass,
after firg! laying cul the parsde ground — 350 feel
stjusfe — wark bagan on the bulldings thal very Fral
saason of 1842,

The drageans policed Indlan Territory [modermn Ok-
iahoma), prevenisd undue encroachment of fron-
tierameon, and maintained peace in the reglen. In
conjunction with troops from Fort Lasvenworlh Thay
took part in three major expeditions: those led by

Capt, Philip 51. George Cooke [1843], Maj. Clifton
Wharlon [1844], and Col. Stephen W, Kearny [1845],
Rangling the northern Plains and the Rocky Moun-
taing, ihe dragoons marched as far as the modern
siates of New Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming.
They also helped provide escort for wagon-traing on
the Santa Fe Trail.,

THE “BLEEDING KANSAS" YEARS

i 1688 — lour years after Forl Scoll was eslabD-
lleshed — came the War wlih Mezico. Mast of tha
dragoons wore rushed off to dislant batile-fialds;
some lifty infaniry soldiers kepl the post lunclion-
ing. Things ware quiet here during those war years
— 1846-1644, Parhaps (his was bacause the lorl was
here: 8o, the “Indlan Frenter" idea was working
wall hersabouls.

War's end [1846] Brought over a half-million sguare
miles of new territory into the Unlon. This included
California — soon to have a Gold Rush. Frontier
pction suddenly moved lor wasi ol hare. The Army
decided that Forl Scotl haed served s purpose, end
an April 22, 1853, the lasi of ihe gamiscn merched
aiul, and the post was abandoned. Ciher winds of
changs wers also swesping 1he nation.

By 1850, pressure o open more land for white
saltiors became politically iresistible. The idea of a
“Parmanani Indian Frontler” collapsed, and In 1854
Congress ealablished Kansas and Mebraska terrl-
lories, opsn o white setiement, They would be
admiited slihar a5 free, or sievs-holding states,
deponding on voles of the populstion within them.
Einca slavery was tha burning national [ssue, aast-
#mn Kansas was soon peopled by realols of bolh
persussions.,

Both lsclions of fhese nowcomers siruggied 1o
control the ferritorial legisiaiure, and fo band the
outcome of pending elections in their favor. Emo-
fiars ran high; many strocliies were commitied by
bolh sides sgainsi sach oihear, Essiern newspapers
— (ha “media” of those days — provided full
coverage, and “Blesding Kansas™ sitracted national
allention.

Meanwhile, the bulidings al Fort Scofl were quickly
picked up &8 Army surplus by some of the new
sslilers — and & lew fermer lroopers wha decided ia
ramaln hera and “grow with the country™, Mors
paople moved Into the surmounding area, and In &
year or 30 over 800 psrsons lived nesarby. Thay log-
ically named (helr new communily alier the old forl.
The town of Fort Scoli became a focal point for Ihe
turmall and wiolence of this pariod ol hislory,

Cne of the olficers’ quarters — sitlll intact — had
basn converiad inlo the “Fres Slate Holal™, & slop-
ping plsce for John Brown's lanatical anti-slavery
lollowers. i lay direcily scross the parade ground
from anocther rude Inn, convertad from an Inlantry
burrecks — now In rdins — called the “Wesism
Hoiel". This was & mesting place lor pro-simvery
mciivisis. Tradition has i that the tragic Marais doa
Cygnas: incidenl was ploited In this “Western
Hatel™. On May 18, 1858, savaral inolfensive [res-
state farmers were taken prisoner, fined up and shod



down, in & mavine about 40 miles norih of Fort Bool.
Thiz “massacre” outraged northern states, and is
one aof many ovonts which helped trigger the Clvil
War.

Im orcder to guall the turmoll and malntain onder,
Federal iroops wene seni back lo Forl Scoll in 1857,
They withdrew in a year or 50 — parhaps a bli oo
soon, for shortly therealier 8 T0-man gang of hree-
sollers made & daybresk rald on tha HHle seille-
manl, with more killlng as they were driven oul by
townspoople.

THE CIVIL WAR PERIOD

Kanzas lnally galnad sdmission io the Unlon as a
free siate In January of 1881 — the pro-slavery
advocates had los! the struggie. By summar, that
yaar, the Civll War was wall underway. Confeder-
ates, undar General Bierling Price — former gover-

of Missour| — deleated Unlon forces In Augusd

& batile on Wilson's Cresk, near Springfield,
Missour| — only some 80 miles from Fort Scoll,
Faar ol Confederate invaslon norih and wesl spread
through this region. Fort Sealtt wes reactivaied, and
roops wire dispatched here 8l once, alnes I was
widely ballewad ihat Fori Scofi weas the logleal hob
ol Unlon delense on the Missourl bordsi, By su-
tumn, 1881, over 8,000 froops worse sncampsd n
snd sround Fort Scoll, and rumorns ol Conlederale
moves In this direcllon kapt things lenss Into the
wrin e,

However, the Confederstes lost & major battle ai
Pes Ridge in nortiwresl Arkangas [n March of 1882,
thus reducing tha danger of Miasourf's joining the
Contederacy or serving as a springbosrd for attacks
on Kansas.

Allhough the thraal o! Conlederaie aslteck was
greatly diminished. Fart Geolt ramained an mpos-
tant milltary post throughout the Civll War, 1 served
as headguarters for the Army of the Fronlier, com-
mandad by Major General James G, Blunt, Kansas'
only two-ster ﬂ-ﬁll"lr in the War. |{ sarved, niso, ns a
supply cenler and troop depol, and the arsa sboul
whare you now sland was covered wilh sisrehouses,
barrecks, and stables lor the hundreds o! horses
antd muless nesded o heul army sopply tralne
Farther out, the environs were dotied with camps of
various Unlon regimenis, some from s far alf 8a
Indians snd Wisconain.

Forl Scolt was tha lirsl homa af bwo reglmants ol
black soldiers — the First and Second Kanuas
Colored Voluntesr Infsntry [later officlally desig-
naled the TOih and B3rd Uniled Siales Colored
Troops|. Kansas was the first Unlon atate 1o recrult
biack soldiers: indeed the Firs! Kansas Colored
Intantry, commanded by Col. James Willisms, was
among ihe very et hall-doren black regimanis in
the Union Army. These troops complisd & proud
millitary record— by end of the war they hed suffersd
more casuallies than any other Kansss regimant.

Fort Scolt aliracted all manner ol war relugees —
Sicaping lormar siaves Irom Missourl snd Arkan-
Bae, dispossessed Indians, lorgely hrom Okishoma

[then the Indlan Terrilory], and war-ruinsd Unien
sympathizars from wvarious parts of the border re-
glon. A visitor in 1863 called Fort Scoli the "largest
town In southern Kansas™, It was also tha home of
Celonel Phillip's baltalion of Indian Home Guards.

In 1862 Natlonal Camaiery Numbar One was asiab-
iishad 8 mile oFf 80 Soulh of the Form, plofar. Thiara

It is possible to sea the graves of whits and black
and red men who lough! and died for tha Unlon.

Troops from Fori Scoil had numerous [farce Ban-
counieis with Conledarate guarillas, the so-called
“bush-whackers™, who prayed on both sides. Tha
nolorlous barder ralder, Willlam C. Quantrill, In
Oetobar of 18681 ambushed the ascort ol Ganeral
Blunt néar Baxter Springs, some 80 miles 1o the
souih, and the Ganaral only escaped becauss of the
speed of his horse.

A year later [October, 1864, guerillas raided the
defenseisss villags of Marmaton, B lew miles wesi ol
Fort Scotl, sacklng the lown and murderlng many
civiflan (nhabitanis. However, there was no feal
thraal lo Fart Scoll proper unill late in 1884, when
Sterling Price’'s greal raid inte Missourl broughi
shoaoling war closa.

This las! gasp of the Confederacy in the northern
Trans-Misslasippl west, was 8 serious effort. Price's
sdvance was nol checked uniil he gol close to whal
in now Kansas Cliy. Pushad away from 5i. Louls
and Jefferson City, delealsd al Wesipodt, Price
reétraated south loward Forl Scoll, hoping ot sup-
plins which ha socsly needed, Bul 8l Mine Cresk, up
in Linn County about thirty miles north ol hers,
Union iroocps under Genersl &lfed Plsasanion el
upon Oesneral Price and his baliersd Conlederaiss,
dolesting them in & brisd and bloody batile on
October 25, 1864. The inveders fled south, bypass-
ing Fort Scolf 1o the sasl as Thay hurrled to salaty In
Arkansas. For the lnsi ime, he garison and civilian
rmaldents of Foarl Scotl, haard gunlire and axplo-

)

Alech Sodciars, Thslr saige and sompeiercs First deraosiraies ol
Fort Sl during 1he C3ell War, g t0 the lamous “BsfiEa
Soldiers ™ ol lader Camoaigng. e 1o The wegl

gions in the distance and saw smoke darken the
saglarn horizon marking the placa whers Sierling
Prica burmed his wagon traln.

Tha Confederaie Sistes collapaed next spring [April
B, 1885] with Lee's surrandar in Virginia. Fori Scoil's
military role seamed ai an end; the lasl of the
gurtison moved out In Ootober, 1865

Most evidences al the Chvil War pariod &t Forl Scoll
have disappeared, vlctims of time and the eleamanis.
Only part of ihe old lori site was used — I was then
“downtown™ Forl Scoll — and the Irpops wars
generally housad in font camps on ihe hown's
oulakirta. Alihough a few ol the ariginal lor bulld-
ings were used during the Clvil Wear, the reconsinue-
fion pien is based on original 1842-53 aspect of the
slte.

THE LAST HUNDRED YEARS

A rallroad linking Missourl and the sastesm clties
with Indlan Terrilory [modern Oklahoma] and Texas,
was buill through Forl Scott in 1868, This stimuls-
ied commarce and lurther settlement, bul alse
aroussd much unresl and turmall sboul land (itles
and wvalidity of squaiters’ claims fa formair Indlen
possessions. Once mome the Army — ROW § peace-
tima lorce — was callsd back lo Forl Scotll

Few troops camped in (he old lamilla: sstling,
howewar. This was mainly & stall headguarters
situation, with the Iroopers bivouscked sl sles
alang the ralirasd line, wall souih of icwn. By 1873,
grdar woas restored, and the Army lell Forli Scoil
once sgain — [his Ume lor surel Oddly snough,
nalthar World War | nar World War |l accasloned any
military developmeni hera, Farl Scolt was & frontler
pasl, and remains sa in hisory.

Etflorla by local citirens lo prassrve this coloriul bit
gl American history were under way years Bgo.
Progress was slow unill Congreas, In 1865, esiab-
lished the Fori Scoll Historical Arsa, o ba pre-
sarved by tha Clty of Forl Scoll, through & coopers=-
tive agreameant with the National Perk Seivice al tha
lederal Interior Deparimeni. This bursau renders
financial and prolessionsl aid to the community in
thedr efforts 1o restors lhe area about as |t wes In the
period from 1842 fo 1853, whan the western frondier
lay hare in today's heartland.

Since 1965, much has been sccomplished. Seversl
Bulldings have Deen siabilized and parily resiored.
Two will soon be mfurished wilh suthentlc parlod
llems. The approsches 10 the old fort, facing the
city, have baan vastly Improwed, with construction
il the altractive padasirian mall and restorstion ol
turn-of-the-cantury  business bulidings nearby.
Archasological work has pin-pointed location ol
some long-vanishad structures, such as the posi
powder magazine bullding.

Much mors work I8 scheduled for the next few
years ; meanwhile visitors are welcome 1o see those
parts of the project which are safely sccessible, so
iong as voluntest guides are wsvailable lof duly.
Eventualiy it iz hapad, full-time visltor sorvice by a
amall permanani alall will be schiaved.

%I'h- Fﬂ:ul:n n:l abown ihe Parsde Ground, H'rﬁ
thai Itias in thl 1 —_ h'-'l befors h'.ll'uﬂ was n siukaf

ABOUT YOUR WISIT

Forli Scott, Kansas |8 sboul B0 miles soulfi of
Kanzas City, Miasourl, snd 80 miles north of Jogplin,
Missourl, bolh cliles on major alriines with renial
car laciltles. Continsntal Trallways busses serva
Farl Scoll on freguent schadules, Molodsts find
Forl Scoll sasy 1o each — maln U5 Highway &8
passas ihrough the Cily in & north-south direction,
and U.5. Highway 54 passes through on #h sasi-
wesl courss. The city ol Forl Scoll is wall supplied
wilth motels, campgrounds, rmeisuranis. snd fourlsl
supply lacilities.

The Old Fort bolidings wre on tha Historic Shes,
which is on the northeas! edge ol the city's main
downlown district. Aule parking is avallable quits
nast ihe hislore bulidings.

Since this Historic Site s still the scene of archaeo-
loglcal esearch snd reconsiruction work, paris ol
e &reE may Be clossd 10 visitors 1Emporanly.
Howsver, it |s open o visltors for partisl viewing.

Farl Scolt Mational Historle Sihte |s administersd by
thia Watlonal Park Service, U5 Depariment of ths

Interior.

Groups who would [ke gulded lours can make ad-
vanes prrangamenls with the Supsrntendant, whass
address Is Old Forl Boulevard, Fort Scoll, Kansas
BETO

Powl Mosplial. Onaco a hoven 100 alca of sounmd Ar Iroopam
treg e exarmple of 18ih Cantury Sfchitcium sarves I:'.:Ir:a- B3 B
Vimpor Carier—[nlorimdiegn Sernss. Mussum subebils real
roome—[ot e moderr b lar



