GUIDE TO

FORT UNION TRAI

f S ™ |
\. ,\)

! AL
B

L

v |

JL LAY

nupy
it
W'«

oy

-
—

A

:

- .—...
B P —
L]
b

\ |
\ uf AT
Clo o )

\, \ ’ \

O ( ([ X /

G n\./ \/\\ W\ /\\ )’

4 [ \ J
I

p
,Il
v - _
( \ / \\ 4 g/ \\,’ _
SR NATY )~ |
— . L - /] i
\ A a '
L \ : ...
/ \J vh)
-

1
1

L)
/ <A Y
.\4// (S \\, ‘.

/

\. /\ i
——=

SRR
\ A\ ,

1

%
/ P \ /
/ A 4
(RS ¢
\ A N /

L

L L By

10¢ IF YOU TAKE THIS BOOKLET HOME

FORT UNION NATIONAL MONUMENT

NEW MEZXICO



SHEDS SHEDS . 5 e
— SHEDS 8 COMPANY
GRAIN BAND
HOUSES swenef | qu ARTEng STABLES
=] ICE HOUSE Tank T
T -
TRANSPORTATION Drank E
SHEDS r_gg.ﬁRAL l_‘:'lm g i | COMPANY
Bvaromaster - coum«vg o | POST QUARTERS
— QUARTERS 3 g8 CORRAL | [(Married Men)
0 OO - ‘"'""“""’g B e e .
UARTERS FOR TEAMSTERS 30 LAUNDRESSES |
STOREHOUSES ___BLACKSMITH WHEELWRIGHT %DDDODDDDDUDDDODUB D] T
CARPENTER Sidewalk Sidewalk
o
MECHANICS' CORRAL || QUARTERS IO 8 T 0T
Tarkowen | FOR | . . 8 L .- -
] Well Well =3 Well Well
B— ENGI':%OUSE — MECHANICS §
or——r 8 LIToo o
TELEGRAPH / MACHINE SHOPS COMPANY o% QUARTERS
OFFICE 8
8
POST OF g FORT UNION
FORT UNION DEPOT ﬂwg
g
%5522 COOFhcE ™ office _ OFFICERS' UARTERS OFFICERS 3 qu ——
000000DOOOOODDDDOOOODODOGOO 0000 0000000000000000000000000000 O

iili

N

L]

a

N

PLAN OF

FORT UNION

e

HOSPITAL

&0

77
100 200
T T
SCALE IN FEET




WELCOME

It is indeed a pleasure to welcome all of our visitors to
Fort Union National Monument. While you are visiting your
national monument, we ask for your own safety STAY ON
THE TRAILS AND TAKE NOTHING FROM THE
AREA.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

The trails are well marked. For each numbered sign along
the trail there is a corresponding numbered paragraph in this
booklet. These will aid you in understanding the Fort and the
men who once lived here. We trust you have an interesting
trip, and should you have any questions, ask a Park Ranger.

FORT UNION NATIONAL MONUMENT

Fort Union National Monument was established on April 5,
1956. It was first opened to visitors on June 8, 1956. Fort
Union is one of nearly 200 areas administered by the National
Park Service, United States Department of the Interior. The
Park Service has excavated parts of the Fort, a number of the
walls have been stabilized to prevent falling and we are spray-
ing with a silicone each year to prevent further deterioration.

CAUTION

Except in winter, there may be rattlesnakes in the ruins.
You are advised to stay out of tall grass, weeds, and rubble
piles. TO BE SAFE, STAY ON THE TRAILS.



THE TRAIL THROUGH THE RUINS

1. CompaNY BARRACKS—CORRAL BEyonDp. The Barracks
provided quarters for a company, or troop of cavalry. The
horses were stabled in sheds within the adjoining corral. These
buildings also served as quarters for some of the married en-
listed men of the post.

2. SmewaLk. The sandstone slab sidewalk, upon which
you are now walking, is one of the fort’s originals. At one
time, an extensive system of these sidewalks existed through-
out the area. Unfortunately great sections of them were
removed before Fort Union was established as a National
Monument.

3. LAuNDRESSEsS’ QUARTERS. In the days before wash-
ing machines, the wives of the enlisted men washed the laundry
for the fort by hand. Some of these enlisted men and their wives
lived in the small rooms along the right hand side of this street.

To be employed here as a laundress, a woman was obliged
to show a marriage certificate as evidence of her status as
the wife of some soldier of the garrison. These women did
the laundry for the fort to help supplement their husbands’
salaries of $9 to $13 a month. This section of the military post
was also known as “Suds Row.”

4. Mivrrary Prison. This stone cell-block was formerly
enclosed by a heated adobe outer building. Most of the adobe
walls are gone now, but the cell-block is still as sound as ever.
It would still be escape proof if the wood doors were replaced.
This was a territorial prison used for holding civilian as well
as military prisoners.

5. Post GuarpHOUSE. This was headquarters from which
the sergeant and corporals of the guard posted and relieved
the sentries around the fort. The ceremony of guard mount was
held in the street each afternoon. The guardhouse was mainly
the office of the military guard. However, prisoners convicted
of petty crimes were imprisoned here for short periods. More
serious offenders were confined in the military prison.
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6. CuapPeEL. Maps of Fort Union made in the 1870’s show
this room as the chapel. However, maps show that an elaborate
stone chapel was planned but never constructed.

On your left, you have passed two company barracks; there
are two others directly across the street. The unmarried en-
listed personnel lived here.

7. PosT Bakery. Here are the ruins of a large brick oven
where bread for the garrison was baked each day. The fire
bricks for this oven were hauled by wagon over the Santa Fe
Trail from St. Louis, Missouri.

8. Santa Fe Tram. Rurts. Beyond the end of the side-
walk on your right is the Santa Fe Trail. If you wish, you may
walk down this sidewalk for about 100 yards to view ruts of
the Mountain (Raton Pass) Branch of the Santa Fe Trail. It
came down the valley from the north, passed the hospital and
proceeded down the valley to Watrous where it joined the
Cimarron Branch. From there to Santa Fe, it was one trail.

9. Leavinc Troor AREaA—ENTERING SUPPLY AREA. This
broad street separates the post garrison area of the fort from
the quartermaster depot. The large structure directly in front

of you is the mechanics™ corral which you will enter at station
Number 11.

10.  THeE TraNsPORTATION CoORRAL took up the whole
northwest corner of the fort. It had horse stables, wagonsheds,
corncribs, haystacks, water troughs, feedracks, and other equip-
ment necessary to operate the large freighting business which
the army carried on here. In the center of this corral was a
building from which the yardmaster sent out wagons in both
directions on the Santa Fe Trail.

The adobe ruins were the quarters of the civilian teamsters
who hauled freight under army contract. They also had a
mess hall and a kitchen.

11. Tue Mecuanics CorraL was the bustling center of
a large repair and maintenance activity, mostly concerned
with keeping the supply wagons rolling. Wheelwrights, black-
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Transportation corral—1876.

smiths, carpenters, and other skilled craftsmen occupied shops
on three sides of this area, repairing the damage to the wagons
caused by thousands of miles of rough trails. These craftsmen
were employed by the quartermaster.

12. Mecuanics’ QuarTters. Skilled craftsmen who worked
in the quartermaster shops lived here. These rooms also con-
tained mess hall, kitchen, and pantry for the employees.

13.  WaTer TaANK axD Pump Site. Here there was a water
storage tank and a pump; this was the center of the fort’s fire
fighting operations. In the 1870’s underground water lines were
installed to most of the buildings in the fort and the depot. A
pump near the tank forced water to the various buildings. The
original depth of this well is believed to have been 85 feet.
There were wells at various other places throughout the fort.

14. Terecrapu Orrice. The telegraph line came down
the valley from the north. It arrived at Fort Union in 1867.
The line was completed to Santa Fe the following year, thus
linking New Mexico’s capital with Denver and cities in the
East.



15.  QUARTERMASTER STOREHOUSES. These five buildings,
making up the northwest corner of the depot, were perhaps the
most important part of the fort. They provided storage for
military supplies such as food, clothing and camping
equipment.

At first, most of these supplies were hauled over the Santa
Fe Trail from Missouri. Later, they were hauled from rail-
heads in Kansas and Colorado as the railroads advanced. Feed
for the livestock was one of the most bulky and costly items to
haul. Consequently, a great quantity, if not all, was purchased
from local sources.

Mechanics corral—1866.
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Water tank site—1876.

16. The Conpurr exposed at the side of the trail was used
to carry rainwater from the roofs to the near cistern. This
became their emergency water supply.

17. The ComMmIsSARY STOREHOUSE contains a large, stone-
lined basement. This cellar was presumably used for the storage
of perishables such as lard, bacon, and molasses. Records show
that just after the Civil War numerous wagonloads of bacon
were auctioned off at Fort Union—perhaps from this very
basement.

18. Parape Grouxp. As you face south, you see the
parade ground where such famous soldiers as Kit Carson,
Henry H. Sibley, and James H. Carleton reviewed the troops
during tours of duty as commanding officers at Fort Union.

19. CisterN. This brick and plaster structure once had
a domed brick roof. Runoff rainwater and melted snow from
the roofs of the storechouses filled the cistern. It was 15 feet
across and 16 feet deep, with a capacity of about 20,000
gallons used mainly as emergency supply for fire fighting.
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20. Avpose Fierps. In the distance, beyond the boundary
fence, lies an extensive area where adobe bricks were made.
From this clay soil came most of the building material used
in the construction of the post and depot. These diggings show
very well on aerial photographs, but are rather difficult to see
from here.

21.  Crerks’ Quarters. This building was evidently a
dormitory for civilian or military personnel of the depot. The
main job of these employees was to maintain records and
correspondence. Employees probably slept here and had their
meals in one of the company messhalls.

22. Tue Commissary OFFrIcER kept the troops fed. Ra-
tions and other supplies were issued to Fort Union and other
posts in the Southwest.

23, Tue QUARTERMASTER'S OFrICE was the administra-
tive and record-keeping center of the Supply Depot. The large
volume of quartermaster work here required a number of
clerks and various assistants who had quarters in a building
down the row.

24.  QUARTERMASTER OFFICERS’ QUARTERS. These next
three duplex buildings housed the officers of the Supply Depot
and their families. The Quartermaster was the commanding
officer of the Supply Depot and he had a most elegant house.

Quartermaster storehouses—1876.




25. SutLER’s STORE. The
standing walls behind the
building you have just passed
are the remains of the Sut-
ler’s Store—the predecessor
of today’s post exchange
(P.X.). Near it was the en-
tertainment center of the
Fort, the saloon, pool and
billiards hall, restaurant, etc.

The sutler sold staple
goods used by military per-
sonnel and their families;
such as shoes, yard goods,
liquor, all types of hardware,
and almost anything a fron-
tier family might use.

26. Srre or THE OLD
Fort. (Across the valley).
The first fort was an assort-
ment of log buildings begun
in 1851. Its purpose was to
protect travelers on the San-
ta Fe Trail and local resi-
dents from Indian attacks as
well as to establish a head-
quarters for the Ninth Mili-
tary Department.

The ruins seen today are
those of an arsenal which was
the headquarters of the Dis-
trict Ordnance Department.
[t stored munitions intended
for distribution to forts
throughout the district.

Left: Officers quarters—1886
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27. Ovrricers QuarTers. The officers of the post garri-
son and their families lived in the nine houses in this row. The
center building, slightly larger than the others, was the post
commander’s home. The others were of duplex construction
and could house two families when necessary.

Each house had a fireplace in every room—indicating the
complete reliance on fireplaces for heat. In the late 1870’s, the
fireplaces were bricked in and replaced with iron stoves. You
may have noticed the stovepipe holes in chimneys.

These houses with high ceilings, cool front porches, flat
roofs, and decorative brick copings were quite elegant in their
day. This design, known as New Mexico Territorial style
architecture, is widely seen throughout the state today.

28. HypranT Bask. In the 1870’s water lines and hydrant
constructions were laid throughout the fort, but unfortunately
the hydrants were removed before Fort Union was established
as a National Monument.

29. RepLica FracporLe. Photographs of Fort Union taken
in 1866 show a tall flagpole at this site. This was a 2-section
pole rigged like a ship’s mast.

It was customary at military installations to bury a box
containing papers and other contemporary articles at the base
of the flagpole. No evidence has been found of this being done
here.

30. Tue CommaNDING OFrricer’s QUARTERS had four
bedrooms, reception hall, office, parlor, servant’s room, and
kitchen. Among the early occupants was Lydia Spencer Lane
who wrote of her frontier life in I Married a Soldier which
was published in 1892.

31. Star Fortirication.  The path leads about 200 yards
to the remains of a square, bastioned, earthworks built in 1861,
because Confederate troops under Brigadier General H. H.
Sibley threatened to attack Fort Union in their northward
march to Colorado.



This is more accurately described as a square bastioned
fortification. At each corner of the square was a bastion for
gun emplacements, and earth breastworks extended outward
from the square giving the fortification the shape of an 8-
pointed star. If you look closely you will see an orange marker
which has been placed at four of the eight points indicating
the fort. A blue marker has been erected at each of the other
points showing the breastworks.

Star Fort — August 1957




THE STORY OF FORT UNION

The First Years.

Fort Union’s history covers the 40 years from 1851 to 1891.
The first fort was built across the valley at the foot of the mesa,
where you see the ruins of the arsenal today. It was a collection
of log buildings and served for a short time as headquarters
of the military department. During the decade from 1851 to
1861, troops from Fort Union patrolled the Santa Fe Trail,
escorted mail coaches, and skirmished with hostile Ute and
Apache warriors who raided the isolated settlements of north-
ern New Mexico. Detachments from Fort Union also par-
ticipated in the Jicarilla Apache War of 1854 and the Ute War
of 1855.

Battle of Glorieta Pass.

Soon after the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, the Con-
federate brigade of Brig. Gen. Henry H. Sibley, organized in
Texas, embarked upon an invasion of New Mexico. Using
New Mexico as a base, Sibley planned to seize the Colorado
gold fields. To block the Confederate advance, Federal officers
strengthened Fort Union by constructing the “star fortifica-
tion.”” This was the second Fort Union.

The second fort never saw the action for which it was
designed. A regiment of Colorado Volunteers reached Fort
Union before the Confederates and marched southward to
meet the enemy. On March 26, 1862, the two armies met at
Glorieta Pass, a narrow mountain defile on the Santa Fe Trail
25 miles southeast of Santa Fe. Although the Confederates
won a tactical victory, a Federal flanking column destroyed
their supply train and forced them to give up the offensive.
Sibley had no prospect of receiving more supplies from Texas,
and he could not live off the country because it was too poor.
He had no choice but to withdraw from New Mexico. This
ended the Civil War in the Southwest.
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Maintaining the Law in the Southwest.

Construction on the third fort was begun in 1863. This
fort was to be the supply depot for the Military Department
of New Mexico. Such forts as Wingate, Craig, Stanton, and
others, received supplies from Fort Union after 1867. The
buildings of the new Fort Union had adobe walls, 18 to 24
inches thick, covered with a white lime plaster. The bricks
used in the decorative copings and in the chimneys were kilned
locally; the bricks used in the ovens were hauled from St. Louis,
Mo. The foundations of the buildings were blocks of lime-
stone quarried from the nearby mesa. Like most Southwestern
forts, Fort Union did not have a stockade.

Prior to the Civil War, Fort Union’s importance had been
due to its restraining influence on hostile Indians throughout
the Southwest. To the south and west the Apaches of New
Mexico and Arizona were a continuing source of trouble, while
to the east the Kiowas and Comanches ravaged caravans on
the Santa Fe Trail. With the outbreak of the Civil War, the
regular troops were withdrawn from the frontier and New
Mexico and California Volunteers fell heir to the Indian prob-
lem. They turned first to the Navajos. By 1864 troops under
Col. Kit Carson had marched into Canyon de Chelly, strong-
hold of the Navajos, and brought about their surrender. They
were then moved to Bosque Redondo, southeast of Fort Union,
and settled on a reservation near Fort Sumner. Carson then
marched east from Fort Union to attack the plains Indians.
In November, 1864, he dealt the Kiowas a severe blow at the
Battle of Adobe Walls, in the Texas Panhandle.

But the plains tribes were yet to be subdued. To the regu-
lars, returning to their frontier posts at the close of the Civil
War, fell this task. Troops from Fort Union cooperated with
other columns in General P. H. Sheridan’s winter campaign
of 1868 and in the Red River War of 1874. By 1875 the power
of the plains Indians had been broken, and the Army turned
to the Apaches.

Even so, the Apache chiefs Victorio, Nana, and Geronimo
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ran wild among the settlers in southern New Mexico and
Arizona for several years after the Southern Plains Indians
were crushed. It was not until Geronimo’s surrender in Sep-
tember 1886 that the Indian menace was removed from the
Southwest. The last time troops from Fort Union were en-
gaged in Indian fighting was in August 1882 when a small band
of Apaches wandered from the Fort Stanton Reservation, in
the southern part of New Mexico, and had to be returned.
With this action, some 30 years of Indian fighting involving
troops from Fort Union came to an end.

From 1879, when the railroad reached Las Vegas, until
1891, when the fort was finally abandoned, the troops were
kept continually active by civil strife caused by bandits, mob
violence, and feuds. Fort Union was in effect abandoned in
1883, when all except a small detail of troops were with-
drawn. This small garrison remained until February 21, 1891,
when the last troops were withdrawn.

CONSERVATION — YOU CAN HELP

If you are interested in the work of the National Park
Service, and in the cause of conservation in general, you can
give active expression of this interest, and lend support by
alining yourself with one of the numerous conservation organi-
zations which act as spokesmen for those who wish our scenic
and historic heritage to be kept unimpaired “for the enjoyment
of future generations.”

Names and addresses of conservation organizations may be
obtained at the Information Desk.

MISSION 66

MISSION 66 is a 10-year development program, launched
in 1956, to enable the National Park Service to help you
to enjoy and understand the parks and monuments, and at
the same time, to preserve their scenic, scientific, and historic
values for your children and for future generations.

(OVER)



This booklet published in cooperation with the
National Park Service by

FORT UNION, INCORPORATED

¢/o Fort Union National Monument, Watrous, New Mexico

which is a non-profit distributing organization pledged to aid in the
preservation and interpretation of Southwestern features
of outstanding national interest.

Items sold by this organization at Fort Union National Monument:
Fort Union Historical Handbook. Robert M. Utley. A history

of Fort Union, profusely illustrated. (In press) Estimated........ .35
Fort Union Memories. An eye-witness account of life on the
THOBE, caseiosmissmsunmnssnsnsssiotsssasonimassssints sssiasss S Saamossss S shsssSa e SedE e s 25
Poisonous Dwellers of the Desert. Natt N. Dodge. ... .50
Wagons Southwest. Stanley Vestal. Story of old trail to
DANEE B8 cicmismvimamimimmsssssss smesssis s s .50

The American Southwest. Dodge and Zim. Regional Guide..... 1.00

The National Parks. Freeman Tilden. Their importance to
all of us. ..o oo 1,25

The National Park Story in Pictures. U.S. Govt. Publication.... .65
Records and Maps of the Old Santa Fe Trail. Kenyon Riddle.. 4.50

Confederate Victories. A compilation of official reports............. 7.50
Union Army O perations. Companion volume to above... ... 7.50
Arrott’s Brief History of Fort Union. W. S. Wallace, ed........... 1.00
History of Arizona and New Mexico. Bancroft. A reprint of
1880 eitION: et 15.00
Map, Trails of the Old West. W. H. Jackson. Colored, size

187 X 12 e .30
Map, Santa Fe Trail and Other Western Trails. Colored, size
2BTET X T s A e s .50
Map, Military Department of New Mexico, 1864. Sepia,

size 250" X 18" ... 1.00
Stationery. Sepia reproduction of artist’s drawing. Box ... 1.00
Postcards. Colored, 4 views of Fort Union. Each.........._..__. 05
Postcard. Sepia reproduction of local artist’s drawing............... .10

Picture Pack. Colored, 10 views of Fort Union. 25" x 3V,”.... .25
Stides. Colored, 35 mm, 12 views of Fort Union. Set of 8....... 2.00

Mail orders should include 10% above listed price with a minimum
of 5¢ for wrapping and postage. Excess payment will be returned.






