- -

VISITOR"S GUIDE TO FORT UNION

Fort Union National Monument is one of the newest

areas of the National Park System, having been establisbhed in

the spring of 1356. In years to come, the Park Service hopes

t0 do much preservation and resicraticn work here, as well

as provide a muscum with exhibits of the frontier period.

For the prusent, if you will walk the circuit of the

- ruins (about one-half mile) and read the description herein,

you will get a good idea of the layéut of tiie Fort and of the

- military oneration here,, fAs.YOu walk, please keep in ming

the following:
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Fort Union is an outdoor mussum, bolonging to all
the peonle of the United States. Do not remove
cr c¢isturb aanythinrg that you cee here,

2. Tae walls of the ruins are unstable. Until the
Park Service is able to mcke repairs, these walls
are cdangerous. Observe the "DANGER" signs;
do not climb onto any wall.

3. In summer there are occasionalily rattlesnakes in
ruins. You are advised to keep out of tall grass,
weeds, and rubble piies near the walls.

For safety, stay on the pata.
ENJOY YOURSELVES . . . . . . If you have questions,

come to the headguarters and ask a Park Raager.
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THE TRAIL THROUGH THE RUINS

As you walk along the path, you wiill find signs
labeling many of the rooms and buildings. At each sign, you
may refer to a corresponding paragraph of this tezt for a
more complete explanation.

Company Barracks: This is one of four identical bhuildings
which novsed mo3t of the permanent garrison of the Fort.

Each of these barracks measured 1&0 fezet along the back wall,
with two L's each 120 feet long enclosing a court in the
center. This building accommodated zbout 100 men, or one
ccmpany of infantry by 18340 standarde; cleeping quarters were
in the main section, with offices and supgly rooms in one L,
messhall and kitchen in the other.

Company Barracks - Corral Begcnd- A long row of rooms here
probaply furnisined guzriers oT a company or troop of cavalry,
the horses being stabled in sheds in the corral aloangside.

A similar long barracks once existed beside the fer corral.

Well: 1In the center of each barracks court wss a well, There
seems to be some @oubt that all of these were actually dug
aeep enough to reach water; it is possible that some of them
were cisterns, filled by collection of rainwater from the
roofs. Oldtimers say, however, that they reuember seeing

wells over 100 £t. in depth at various places in the Fort.

Laundresses' Quarters: In those days before washing machines,

the Fort's laundry was.done by soldiers' wives who lived in
the small rooms along the east side of this street. To be
employed here, a woman was obliged to show a marriage certi-
ficate as evidence of her status as wife to some soldier of
the garrison!

Military Prison: This cell-block was formerly enclosed by

an adobe ovuter building; most of the adobe walls are gone,
but the stone cells are as sound as ever. In fact, they
would still be escape-proof if the iron doors were to be re-
placed. This was a Territcrial Prison, used for civilian as
well as military wrongdoers.

Post Guardhouse: Here was the headguarters of the military
guard, Ircm which the Sergeant and Coxporals of the Guard
operated the periodic posting and rzlief of sentries arcund
the Fort. It may be presumred that the ceremonies cf guard
mount were held in the street here each afternoon.
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Company Messhall: Here no doubt were voiced the solziers’
traditional complaints about the '"chow" -- and you nzy e
sure the ration was not particularly appezlinrg in Civil War
days! Local residents can remember seeing lcoang tvesil
tables remaining in these messhalls some y2avrs i fier the
Fort wes abandon=d in 1891.
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Company Xitchen: This room is not much kigzor than a iiitchen
in an averag: home today, and seems quite saall for ovaparing
mealy for 100 men. As yet, nothing has been found cat about
the stoves or other equipment used L the cooks. 7Tk: small
rcom at the very end oi the L was fcr ration storage.

. Post Bakery: The remains of a large brici. oven are to e
seen. it is presumed that bread for the ontire garrison was
baked here daily.

. Leaving Troop Area - Entering Supply e d:w:i: Thiv broad street
Separates the zarrison area 0% whe lort ::'om the Quartexr-
naster Dapot. The supply services at I'cxrt Union were on a

large scale, and were in charge of g Quarie-master Officer

T o —ghe-was--frequently of higher rank than the Officer conmanding

the trocps on the main post. Outlyinaz foit3 as fay awey as
Fery Defiance in Arizona were supplied : (m inis depot.

Tranzpcriation Corrz®i: All this ncrihes. t torner of the Fort
was taken up witn horse stables, wszgon skals, corncribs,
haystacks, water troughs, feed racks, and cther equipment
necessary to run the huge freightiag busiie sz which the

ATAMY carried on,

Tesusters' Guarters: The civilian wagon drivers who hauled
freight under Army contract stayea here when taey passed
through, and tcok their meals in a messhall just to the north,

Shops Quadrsnglie: Here was the bustlirg center of a large
Tepair and meintenance activity, mostly concerned with keep-
ing the supply wagons rolling. VWheelwrights, blacksmiths,
and carpenters occupied the shops on three sides, mending the
damage from thousunds of miles of rough trails. These
craftsmen were mainly all civilians employed by the Quarter-
naster.

Mechanics' Guarters: This set o vo
room, Kitchen, paatry, and bedrooms
smiths, wheelwrights, and other skiil

me contained dining
or carpenters, black~
ed civilian employees.
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Water Tank and Pump Site: Irn the center of the court a
water storage tank vnce stood; ~his was the ceanter cf fire
fighting operations. Ir the 1370's undexrground water

mains were laid ic most of the buildings, and a pump here
by the tan: forced water through the mains te fire hydrarnts.
In spite of these precautiocns, daweging fires did occur.

The original denth of the wall here is not koowa.

Telegrsph Office: The telegraph line came down the valley
pesid:s the Scnta Fe Trail from Raton; the wire arrived herxre
0o

in 18587 and vzs ccmpleted thrcugh tc¢ Sa2rnta F=2 in 1868, link-
ing New Mexico's capital with Denver and points east.

Muartermaster Storehouses: The five largs buildings making
up tais nozincasc corneyr of the Depot provi-ed warchouse and
storage space for all the many items of mililaxry Fupply.
Most of +tlesz2 supplies were hauled here cover the traii, from
Missouri in the first years, later from rai:Leads in Kansas
and Colorado. Grzin fur the livesto:zk was one of the most
bulky azd ccstly items to be tauled in.

The walls of these buildings are ir unsafe ccrdition; entry

. =~ . into thic area is forbidden until th-= structures can he

repaires,

Commissary Storehousz: The large cellar hers was presumabliy
used for storage of perishable supplies. Records show that
just after the Civil War a million pounds of bacon was
auctiored off at Fort Uricn - perneps frcam this very basenment.

Cistern: This brick and plaster ressrvoir once had a domed
brick zoof. It was filled by runoff ci water from the store-
house roofs.

Clerks' Guarters: This =ad building was evidently a dormi-
Tory for personiel of the Depct, either civilizn or military.

Commissary Office: In this building was transacted the busi-
ness of keeping the Army fed.

02fice of the Quartermaster: The paper work connected with
the supply depot was nhauncied in this building. The large
volume of quartermaster business requircd a number of clerks,
who had quarters in a houze down the row. Here also was ihe
headquarters oi the ofijicers who commanced¢ the Depot.

w



— - Home (¢

Quartermaster Officers' Quarters: The three homes here
housed the ofricers of the Depot staff. Probably the one
behind this sign was the home of the Depot Commander - it
has a zmall cellar to distinguish it. The tree still living
here is a Broad-leaf cottonwood; at one time a row of these
trees was planted the full length of the parade ground.

Officers' Quarters: The nine dwellings in this row housed
Ti5 officers of the troop garrison and their families. The
center building, slightly larger, was the Post Commander's
home. These houses, with their cool front porches and high
ceilings, were quite elegant in their day. The design, with
its flat roofs and brick copings, began the New Mexico
Territcrial style of architecture, which is widely seen
around ihe state today. Notice from here the ruins of the
first Fort Union (built in 1851) which are visible near the
west edge of the valley, about a mile distant.

Hydrant: Many hydrant connections were tapped onto the

ator moins all around the Fort, but unfortunately all of
the hydrents themselves were taken away before the establish-
ment of the monument. :

_the Commandin, Officer: This house is larger than

Ehe othor guarters ond Ie furnished-with a small cellar,
The homes along tais row were first occupied in 1865 or 1866.

Site of the Original Flagpole: Photographs of the Fort
in 3863 =how a tall flagpole here. It was probably moved
later, because old local residents remember the stub of

a large pole standing down at the south end of the parade
ground.

Fortification: The path to the right leads about 300 yards
T3 “‘he remains of the earthworks or star redoubt, built in
1861 when the Confederates were threatening to take Fort
Union in their march from Texas.



