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BUILDING NO. 43 
THE SOUTH WALL OF THE COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE AT FORT UNION WAS ORIGINALLY CONSTRUCTED 
ASAFREE-STANDINGWALL,HENCETHEFOURINTERMEDIARYBUTTRESSESSPACEDALONGITSLENGTH. 
THISWALLENCLOSEDTHEYARDNEXTTOTHENORTHERNMOSTOFTHETHREEADJACENTQUARTER­
MASTER STOREHOUSES (BUILT 1866-67), AND HAD A BOARD-AND BATTEN SHED-TYPE EXTENSION ATTACHED 
ALONG ITS ENTIRE LENGTH. CONSTRUCTION OF THE REMAINING WALLS AND ROOF OF THE COMMISSARY 
STOREHOUSE BEGAN DURING THE SUMMER OF 1867, AL'ID THE BUILDING WAS PROBABLY IN SERVICE BY 
THE MIDDLE OF 1868. 

BUILT PARALLEL TO AND IN LINE WITH THE OTHER THREE STOREHOUSES, AS WELL AS SIMILAR IN SIZE 
(APPROXIMATELY 52' x 201'), THE COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE NONETHELESS DIFFERS FROM THE OTHER 
STOREHOUSES IN SEVERAL RESPECTS. IN Pl.AJ.~, THE COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE IS DIVIDED INTO TWO 
LARGE STOREROOMS, LACKING THE CENTER PASSAGE FOUND IN THE OTHER STOREHOUSES. A LARGE 

BASEMENT (APPROXIMATELY 38' x 105'), FOR THE STORAGE OF PERISHABLE FOODSTUFFS, UNDERLIES 
MOST OF THE WEST STOREROOM. ACCESS TO THE BASEMENT IS FROM AN EXTERIOR STONE STAIRWAY 
CENTERED IN THE BASEMENT ROOM ALONG THE NORTH SIDE OF THE BUILDING. THIS IS THE ONLY SUB­
STAL~ BASEMENT IN ALL OF FORT UNION. 

SIMILARLY TO ALL OF THE BUILDINGS AT FORT UNION, THE COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE WAS CONSTRUCTED 
WITH A FOUNDATION (INCLUDING THE BASEMENT WALLS) OF LOCALLY-QUARRIED SANDSTONE. THE 
WALLS (APPROXIMATELY 30" THICK) WERE CONSTRUCTED OF ADOBE. TRACES OF LIME PLASTER REMAIN 
ON THE SOUTH EXTERIOR WALL THE EXTERIOR WALLS WERE CAPPED WITH A BRICK CORNICE/PARAPET. 
RARE AMONG THE BUILDINGS AT FORT UNION, THE EAST WALL OF THE COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE WAS 
BUILT OF STOt-.'E. THE BUILDING WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE LONGITUDINAL STRUCTURAL BAYS, WITH 
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FORT UNION 
HEAVY TIMBER FRAMING SUPPORTING THE FIRST FLOOR JOISTS ABOVE THE BASEMENT, AND THE ROOF 
JOISTS. THE ROOF WAS ORIGINALLY SHEATHED WITH TIN P Ai~LS. 

DOCUMENTATION OF THE COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE AT FORT UNION WAS UNDERTAKEN BY THE 
HISTORIC AL\1ERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY/ HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD (HABS/HAER) 
DIVISION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (NPS), E. BLAINE CLIVER, CHIEF. THE PROJECT WAS SPONSORED 
BY HABS; BY THE INTER-MOUNTAIN REGION (IMR), NPS, KAREN WADE, DIRECTOR; AND BY FORT UNION 
NATIONAL MONUMENT (FOUN), NPS, HARRY C. MYERS, SUPERINTENDENT. PROJECT PLANNING WAS 
COORDINATED BY PAUL DOLINSKY, CHIEF, HABS; BY RODD WHEATON, ASSISTANT REGIONAL DIRECTOR, 
CULTURAL RESOURCES AND PARTNERSHIPS, IMR; AND BY BOB HARTZLER, EXHIBIT SPECIALIST, FOUN. 
THE FIELD RECORDING WAS lJNDERTAKEN AND THE DRAWINGS WERE PRODUCED BY HABS ARCHITECTS 
MARK SCHARA, RAlJL V AZQlJEZ, Ai'ID GREG HARRELL 
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FORT UNION PROJECT, 2000 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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FORT UNION • COMMISSARY STOREHOUSE 
WATROUS VICINITY MORA COUNTY 
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