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In 1861, Fredericksburg Confederate infantry-
was a quiet city of some  men standing in a sunk-

5,000 inhabitants nes-
tled along the Rappa-
hannock River. Its strate-
gic location midway be-
tween Richmond and
Washington caused it to
become a focal point
during the Civil War.

en road (right) and con-
cealed from view by a
stone wall repulsed
thousands of attacking
Federals during the 1862
Battle of Fredericksburg.

Robert E. Lee (near
right) led Confederate

forces at all four battles
around Fredericksburg.
Stonewall Jackson (far
right), Lee's most trust-
ed subordinate, fell vic-
tim to the mistaken fire

of his own men at Chan-

cellorsville.
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The opening battles of
the campaign that led to

Union attack on the Con-
federate-held “Bloody

final Union victory in Vir-  Angle” (above). Losses
ginia were fought west were fearful, but to Ulys-
of Fredericksburg at the  ses S. Grant (right), com-
Wilderness and at Spot- manding all Union arm-
sylvania Court House. ies, the results were im-
Some of the most savage  portant to his overall
fighting took place at plan to destroy Lee’s
Spotsylvania during the army and end the war.
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Where Uncommon Valor Was Commonplace Fredericksburg and Vicinity, 1861-1865
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Spotsylvania Court House—four major engage- stroying Hooker’s right in a spectacular surprise  ed at a field hospital near Wilderness Tavern. On el ) ;’
ments of the Civil War. No other area of compa-  attack. The day ended tragically for the Confed- ~ May 4, he endured a 27-mile ambulance ride to \) N
rable size has witnessed such heavy and contin-  erates when Jackson was unwittingly shot and Thomas C. Chandler’s Fairfield Plantation at \ f ) 4
uous fighting. Here, within a radius of 17 miles,  mortally wounded by his own troops. For three  Guinea Station. Here, well behind Confederate N\ & F‘cf,‘rsa
occurred more than 100,000 American casual- more days Lee pressed his advantage and eventu- lines and at a point convenient to the railroad, \ §
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woods and fields are constant reminders of The Wilderness here on May 10. N\ ; { o A ANNOCk j
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) and Ulysses S. Grant took place in the dense Old salem Church _ o(angew‘“" Tacy™ i #scott's FordiFerry < 2
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The Union army commanded by Ambrose E. ness on May 5-6, 1864. Along the Orange Turn-  Spotsylvania County a more geographically con- Roiorenge  aiTavery” b~ S5 \(Chatham) = Phillips
Burnside arrived on Stafford Heights overlook- pike the armies sparred indecisively for two days.  venient place of worship, this structure harbored "Higgerson I irvievt il 25X\ ) """"" 3
ing Fredericksburg in mid-November 1862. Not To the south, on the Orange Plank Road, the Fed- scores of refugees who fled Fredericksburg dur- Hazel" e, FREDERICKSBURG .~ =
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cross the Rappahannock River. By that time Rob-  only to be thrown back by a dramatic Confeder-  diers later fought here during the Battle of Chan- 17 % Catharine | h{,‘f,se / N S /arve’s He o s
ert E. Lee's forces were firmly posted on the high  ate counterattack the next day. Tactically the bat- cellorsville. When the fighting ended, Southern Tapp® / Furnacem . a7, Zoan ChUrchE NG . arye’s Helghls ot
ground west of the city. On December 13, Burn-  tle was a draw, but Grant broke the stalemate surgeons attended to wounded soldiers of both S Plank Road """ |®Salem Church
side ordered two attacks. An assault led by by marching his army south toward Spotsylvania armies in the building. L ailread Wellford . — =5
George G. Meade against Jackson'’s corps at Court House. g O /. / un
Prospect Hill achieved temporary success before Chatham . Parker’s ] , «Agie‘ \
Confederate reserves drove the Federals back Spotsylvania Court House This gracious Georgian plantation house, built T Mines Store V4 § O\ MTannsfieI;f“
to their original position. The second attack On the night of May 7-8, 1864, both armies raced by William Fitzhugh beginning in 1768, hosted 5 i J N, \
was launched against the heart of Lee’s defens-  for the vital intersection at Spotsylvania Court two of America’s most famous Presidents—George 8% ™Piney Branch Church | s N,
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soldiers. When the day ended, Lee had won his morning of May 12, two Federal corps charged Sumner, commander of the Union army’s Right RN X o I5 = <o N o
most one-sided victory of the war. from the woods opposite a vulnerable section of ~ Grand Division, and as a field hospital. Army e 13 / Hamilton’s Crossing \
the Confederate line known as the “Mule Shoe ~ medical personnel, assisted by volunteers like . . Cdinn N X

Chancellorsville Salient.” Thanks in part to thick fog and wet Clara Barton, treated hundreds of Union soldiers _J/~Corbin’s Bridge ""(Scott)  4landrum *9ponax fCLE
Following the Fredericksburg debacle, President ~ Confederate powder, the initial Union advance within its walls. Graffiti scrawled by soldiers is Shady Grove Churchic” " Harris "/ 7
Abraham Lincoln replaced Burnside with Joseph  overwhelmed the Southerners. Confederate re-  still visible today. AN C i e €
Hooker. On April 27, 1863, the new commander  inforcements counterattacked, and for the next : Laurel =y McCoull *;@
marched most of his army upstream, crossed the 20 hours this sector witnessed the most intense  Fredericksburg National Cemetery g/t ch Hil] e GEHSon &
Rappahannock and Rapidan rivers at various hand-to-hand combat of the war. This desperate  More than 15,000 Union soldiers killed in and / SULNEAeh Road | Kl
fords, and within three days was at the Chan- fighting came to be called the “Bloody Angle” around Fredericksburg are buried in this 12-acre Block” N\ ./ SPOTSYLVANIA
cellorsville crossroads. Lee discovered this threat  and earned Lee enough time to build new earth-  cemetery located on Marye’s Heights. The iden- : House \, COURT HOUSE Magsa gona |
to his position and rushed westward, prompt- works, which he held until Grant abandoned the  tities of 85 percent of the soldiers are unknown. Bridge Block % —__ ¥ f
ing Hooker to abandon the initiative and estab-  field on May 21. Confederate soldiers are buried in Fredericks- Housegy . : /
lish a defensive line, which was vulnerable on burg and Spotsylvania Confederate cemeteries.
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To Manassas National Battlefield Park,
Prince William Forest Park, and Washington, D.C.
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The Lee vs. Grant driving route,
highlighting aspects of Ulysses S.
Grant’s 1864 Overland Campaign,
begins at Germanna Ford. It is part
of the Virginia Civil War Trails, a
network of driving tours linking
Civil War sites in Virginia.
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